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PREFACE. 



Thb qnestioD, of how mach of tbe following legend is severely 
Irue, aod how nmeh flction , is left in donbt, with the express in- 
tention, that sucli historians as have notbing nsefnl to do» may 
employ their time in drawing the üne for their own amusemenk. 

As to tbe scene chosen for this tale , no apology is deemed 
necessary. To invent excnses for carrying a man, either pbysically 
or in tbe Imagination , into a set lilte tbe Mediterranean , and on a 
coast \ike tbat of Italy, woold be an affectation of wbich we bave 
no idea of being gnilty. It is trne — nay , it is probable — tbat 
we may render tbe execution uneqnal to tbe design; bat tbere can 
be no great barm in nobly daring, except to bim wbo is injared by 
bis own failure* We bope that tbey wbo have ever bebeld tbe 
scenos we have faintly and so imperfectiy described , will pardoo 
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our defects , for the good we have intended them ; and Ihat thos« 
who have never been so fortanate, will find even our tarne picturcs 
60 much soperlor to the realities they have elsewhere vitnessed, 
as to fancy we have socceeded. 

Of RaoQl Yvard, Ghita Caraccioh'^ and the Litlle Folly, we 
have no more to say than is to be found in the bodyofthework. 
As Sancho told the knight^ they who gave ns the facts connected 
with all three — we class a vessel among animals — said they were 
so certaln, that we might safely swear they were absolutely true. 
If we are in error, it is a misfortune we share in common with 
honest Panza, and that, too, on a subject about equal in moment 
to the one In which he was misled. 

After all, the world hears liltle, and fcnows tess, of the in- 
finily of details that make up the sum of the incidents of (he sea. 
Historians glean a few prominent circomstances, connected per- 
haps with battles, treaties, shipwrecks, or chases, andtherest 
Is lefi a blank to the great bnik of the human race. It has been 
well Said , that the life of every man , if simply and clearly related, 
would be found to contain a fund of usefol and entertaintng in- 
formation ; and it is equally true, that the day of every sfaip would 
furnish something of interest to relate, could the dry records oi 
the log>book be given in the graphic languageof Observation and 
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eapacHy. A ihip, alone, in the solilnd« of the oeean, Is an 
•bject for reflection, and a sourco of poetlcal as well as of moral 
feeliDg; andaaweseldomtireofwritingaboalher, wehaveDiore 
than a aympadiatie desire that they who do us the honour to form 
a sort a Uterary eHenteiU^ wUl never tire of reading« 

Oar Chief concern , on the present occaaion, Is on the subject 
of the coDtrast we have attempted to draw between profonnd belief 
and llght-hearted inßdelity. We thinli both pictures trae to the 
periods and the respectlve coontries, and we hare endeaToured to 
draw both with dae relief , and totally without exaggeration. That 
streng natural sympathles can exist between those who are widely 
separated on such a sobject^ every day's experienceproves; and 
that some are to be found in whom princlple is strenger than even 
the most inslnnaüng and deceptlTO of all oar passlons , we not 
only hope » bat trnstfully bclieTe. We have endeaToared to assign 
tho higher and most endoring qaality to that portion of the race In 
wliich we are persnaded it Is the most likely to be foond. 

Ihis is the seventh sea-tale we haye Tenlured to offer to the 
pnblic« When the first was wrltten , oar friends confidently pre- 
dieted Its fallare , on acconnt of the meagreness of the sabject, as 
well as of its disagreeable aceompaniments« Not only did that pre- 
diciion proTe antrae, as to oar own humble eflbrt; bat the poblic 
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taste has lasted sufficiently long to receive» from olher qaarters» 
a Tery respectable progeny of that pareot of ihis class of writing« 
We only bope that» in the present instanee , there maj bo found a 
suflScient family resemblaoce to allow this particnlar baotling to 
pass in the crowd as ooe of a numeroos family* 
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CHAPTER I. 

FiUed with the face of heaven , wb!ch from afar « 

Gomes down npoii the waters; all its hues , 
From the rieh sonset to the rising atar, 
Their magical variety diffose: 
And now they change; a paler shadow strews 
Its mantle o'er the mountains; parüng day 
Dies like the dolphin, whom each pang imbues 
With a new colour as it gasps away, 
The last still loreliest, tili — 't is gone — and all is grey. 

Childe Harald. 

The charms of the Tyrrhenian sea have been sung since the 
days of Homer. That the Mediterranean generally, and its beauti* 
fal boundaries of Alps and Apennines, whh its deeply-indented 
and irregulär shores, form the most delightful region of the known 
earth in all that relates to climate, prodactions, and physical 
formation, will be readily conceded by the traveller. The countries 
which border on this midland water, with their promontories but^ 
tressing a mimic ocean, their mountain-sides teeming with the 
picturesque of human lifo» their beights crowned with watch- 
towers, their rocky shelves consecrated by hermitages , and their 
nnrivalled sheet dotted with sails, rigged, as itmightbe, ex- 
pressly to produce effect in a picture, form a sort of world apart 
that is replete with delights to all who have the happy fortune to 
feel charms which not only fascinate the beholder, but which 
linger in the memories of the absent like yisions of a glorious pas(t 
The Jach 0*Lantern^ % 



Our preseot busiuess is «ith this fragment of a creation that Is 
so emiDently beautiful , even io its worst aspects , but whicb is so 
often marred by the passions of man in its best. While all ad mit 
how much natare has done for the Mediterranean , nooe will deny 
that, until very recently , it has been the scene of more ruthless 
violence, and of deeper personal vrongs, perhaps, than aoy 
other portion of the globe. With different races , more widely 
sepaiated by destinies than even byorigin, habits, and religion, 
occupying its northern and southern shores, the outwork, as it 
migbtbe, of Christianity and Mohammedanism , and of an anti- 
(juily that deGes history , the bosom of this blue expanse has mir- 
rored more violence, has witnessed more scenes of slaughter, 
and heard more shouts of victory, between the days of Agamem- 
non and Nelson, than all the rest of the dominions ofNeptune 
together. Nature and the passions have united to render it like 
the human countenance, which conceals by its smiles and god- 
like expression the farnace that so often glows mithin the heart, 
and the volcano that consumes our happiness. For centuries the 
Turk and the Moor rendered it nnsafe for the European to navigate 
these smiling coasts ; and \vhen the barbarian's power temporarily 
ceased , it was merely to give place to the struggles of those who 
drove him from the arena by their larger resources. 

The circumstances which rendered the period which occarred 
between the years 1790 and 1815 the most eventful of modern 
times are familiär to all; though the incidents which chequered 
that'memorable quarter of a Century have already passed into 
history. All the elements of strife that then agitated the world ap- 
pear now to have subsided as completely as if they owed their 
existence to a remote age; and living men recall the events of their 
youth as they regard the recorded incidents of other centuries. 
Then, each monthbrought its defeator its victory, its accouot of 
a govcrnment overturned , or of a province conquered. The world 
was agitated like men in a tumult. On that epoch the timid look 
back with wonder, the yoong with doubt, and the restless with 
cnvy. 

The years 179^8 and 1799 were two of the most memorable of 
this ever-mcmorable period; and to that stirring and teeming sea-* 
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soD we must carry the mind of the reader, io order (o place it In 
the inidst of the scenes it is our object to portray« 

Towards the dose of a fioe day in the month of August , a light 
fairy-llke craft was fanoiog her way , before a genüe westerly air, 
into what is called the Canal of Piombino , steeriog easterly. The 
rigs of the Mediterraoeaa are proverbial for their picturesque 
beaalyaodqoaiDtness, embracing the xebeque , (he felucca, the 
polacre, and the bombarda, or ketch; and occasionally the lugger, 
The latter, aspeciesof craft, however, mach less common in the 
waters of Italy than in the Bay of Biscay and the British Channel, 
was (he construction of the vessel in question; a circumstance 
which the mariners who eyed her from the shores of Elba deemed 
indicative of mischief. A three-masted Ingger that spread a wide 
breadth of canvass, with a low, dark bull, relievedby a Single and 
almost imperceptible line of red beneath her Channels , and a 
waist so deep that nothing was yisible aboYe it bnt the hat of sonie 
mariner taller than common , was considered a snspicious vessel, 
and not even a fisherman would have ventured outwithin reach of a 
shot, solongashercharacterwasanknown. Privateers, orcor- 
sairs, as it was thefashion to term them, (and the name, with 
even its English signißcation, was often merited by their acts,) 
not nnfreqnently glided down that coast; and it was sometimes 
dangerous for those who belonged to friendly nations to meet them, 
in momeots when the plnnder that a relic of barbarism still lega-^ 
iizes, hadfailed. 

The lugger was actaally of abont one hundred and fifty tons ad- 
measurement; but her dark paint and low bull gave her an appear- 
ance of beingmuch smallerthan she really was; still, the spread 
of her canvass, as she came down before the wind wing-and-wing, 
as seamen term it, or with a sali fanning like the heavy pinions of 
asea-fowloneachside, betrayedherpursuits; and, asbasbeen 
intimated, the mariners on the shore who watched her movements 
shook their heads in distrust, as they communed among them- 
selves, in very indifferent Italian , conceming her destination and 
object. This Observation, with its accompanyingdiscourse, oc- 
corred on the rocky bluff above the town of Porto Ferrajo, in the 
Island of Elba , a spot which has since become so renowned as the 
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capilal of the mimic dominioo of Napoleon. Jndeed, the very 
dweliiog which was sabseqaently nsed by the fallen emperor as a 
palace stood vithin a hnndred yards of the Speakers^ looking out 
towards the entrance of the canal, and the mountains of Tuscany; 
or ralher, of the litlle principality of Piombino, the System of 
merging the smaller in the larger states of Europe not having yet 
been brought into extensive Operation. This house, a building of 
the size of a better sort of conntry residence in the United States, 
was then , as now^ occnpied by the Florentine govemor of the 
Tuscan portion of the isiand. It Stands on the eitremity of a low, 
rocky promontory which forms the western ramparts of the deep 
extensive bay, on the side of which, ensconced behlnd a very 
convenientcurvatnreoftherocks, which here incline westward in 
the form of a hook, lies the small port, completely concealed from 
the sea, as if in dread of Visits like those which might be expected 
from craft resembling the saspicions stranger. This little port, 
not so large in itself as a modern dock in places like London or 
Liverpool , was sufficiently protected against any probable dangers 
by suitable batteries ; and as for the elements, a vessel laid apon 
a shelf in a doset wonid be scarcely more secnre. In this domestie 
Jittle basin ^ which, with the exceptionofanarrow entrance, was 
completely surrounded by buildings, lay a few feluccas that traded 
between the island and the adjacent main, and a solitary Austrian 
ship , which had come from the head of the Adriatlc in quest of 
iron , as it was pretended, but as much to assume the appearance 
o( trade with the Italian dependency, as with any other purpose. 

At the moment of which we are wriling, however , only a dozen 
living beings were visible in or abont all these craft. The intel- 
ligcnce that a stränge lugger, resembling the one described, was 
intheofling, had drawnnearly all the mariners ashore; andmost 
of the fiabittiSs of the port had followed them up the broad Steps of 
the crooked streets which Icd to the heights behind the town ; or to 
the rocky elevation that overlooks the sea from north-east to west« 
Theapproachoftfaeiaggerhad produced some such effect on the 
mariners of this unsophisticated and little-frequented port, as that 
of the hawk is known to excite among the timld tenants of the barn- 
yard. The Hg of the stranger, in itself a suspicious circum- 
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stance, had been noted two honrs before by one or two old coasters 
ytho babitaally passed tbeir idle moments on the heigbts , exami« 
ningthesigDSof theweatherand iadulging in gossip; and tbeir con- 
jectares bad drawo to tbe Porto Fenrajo mall some twenty men who 
fancied tbemselves , or who actually were , cognoseenti in matters 
of the sea. Wben, however, the low, loug, dark bull, which 
upbeld such wide sheets of canvass, became fairly visible, the 
omeos thickened , rumours spread , and bandreds coUected on the 
Spot, which, in Hanhattanese parlance, wonld probably bave 
been called a battery. Kor woold the name bave been altogether 
inappropriate , as a small battery was established there, and that, 
too , in a position which would easily throw a shot two-thirds of a 
leagne into tbe offing; or about the distance that the stranger was 
now from the shore. 

Tommaso Tonti was the oldest mariner of Elba , and , lackily, 
being a sober and usually a dispreet man , he was the oracle of the 
Island in most things which related to the sea. As each Citizen, 
wine-dealer, grocer, innkeeper, or worker in iron came upon the 
height, he incontioently inqnired for Tonti , orlllaso, asbewas 
generally called ; and gettiag the bearings and distance of the grey« 
headed old Seaman , he invariably made bis way to bis side, until 
a group of some two bundred men, women, and children bad 
clustered near the person of the jpt'/oto , as the faithful gather about 
a favourite expounder of the law in moments of religious excite- 
ment. Itwasworthy ofremark, too, with how much considera- 
tion this little crowd of gentle Italians treated tbeir aged seaman on 
tbis occasion ; none bawling out tbeir questions , and all usiog the 
greatest care not to get in front of bis person , lest they might in- 
tercept bis means of Observation. Five or six old sailors, like 
bimself, were close at bis side ; these, itistrue^ did not hesitate 
to speak as became tbeir experience. But Tonti had obtained no 
small part of bis reputation by exercising great moderation in de- 
liyering bis oracles, and perhaps by seeming to know more than he 
actually revealed. He was reserved, therefore; and white bis 
brethren of tbe sea ventured on sundry conflicting opinions con- 
cerningthecharacterofthe stranger, and a hundred idle conjec- 
tares had flown from mouth to mouth among the landsmen and 
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females, oot a syllable which could commit the old mao bad 
escaped his Ups. He let the others talk at will ; as for bimself it 
suited his habits, aod possibly his difficulties in deciding, to 
maintain a grave and portentous silence. 

We have spoken of females: as a matter of course an event 
Hkethis, in a town of some three orfonrthousandsouls, would 
be likely to draw a due proportion of the gentler sex to the heights. 
Most of them contrived to get as near as possible to the aged Sea- 
man in Order to obtain the first intelligence , that it might be the 
soooer circulated; but it would seem that among the younger of 
these, was also a sort of oracle of their own , aboat whose person 
gathered a dozen of the prettiest girls, either anxious to hear whak 
Ghita might have to say in the premises , or perhaps iofluenced by 
the pride and modesty of their sex and condition , which taught 
them to maintain a little more reserve than was necessary to the 
less-refined portion of their companions. In speaking of condi- 
tion, however, the word must be understood with an exceedingly 
limited meaning. Porto Ferrajo had but two classes of society, — 
the trades-people and the labourers; although there were, per- 
haps, a dozen exceptions, in the personsof a few bumblefanc- 
tionaries of the government, an avvocato, a medico, and a few 
priests. The governor of the islaud was a Xuscan of rank , but he 
seldom honoured the place with his presence, and his deputy was 
a professional man , anativeofthe town, whose original position 
was too well known to allow him to give bimself airs on the spot 
where he was born. Gbita's companions, then, were daughters 
of Shopkeepers , and persons of that class , who , having been 
taught to read , and occasionally going to Leghorn , beside beiiig 
admitted by the deputy to the presence of his housekeeper, had 
got to regard themselves as a little elevated above the more vulgär 
curiosity of the less-cultivated girls of the port. Ghita herseif, 
however, owed her ascendency to her qualities , rathertban tothe 
adventitious advantage of being a grocer's or an innkeeper's daugh- 
ter, her origin being nnknown to most of those aronnd her, as 
indeed was her family name. She had been landed six weeks be- 
fore , and left by one who passed for her father at the inn of Cristo- 
foroDovi, as a boarder, and had acquired all her iofluencey by 



the distiDCtion of having travelled, aided somewhat by her strong 
sense, greatdccisiooofcharacter, perfect modesty and propriety 
ofdeportmeot, with a form which vas siogularly graceful and fe^ 
minine, and a face that, white it could scarcely be called beau- 
tiful, was, in the bighe^t degree, winning and attractiye. No 
one thought of asking her famiiy name, and she never appeared to 
deem it uecessary to mention it. Ghita was sufficient — it was fa- 
miliär to every one; and , although there were two or tbree othcrs 
of the same appellatlou in Porto Ferrajo, this, by common con- 
sent , became the Ghita within a week after she had landed. 

Ghita it was known had travelled , for she had publicly reached 
Elba in a felacca, Coming, as was said, from the Neapolitan States. 
If this were trae, she was probahly the only person of her sex 
in the town who had ever seen Yesuvius, or planted her cycs 
on the wonders of a partof Italy which has a reputation second only 
to that of Rome. Of coarse , if any girl in Porto Ferrajo could 
imagine the eharacter of the stranger, it must be Ghita ; and it was 
on this supposition that she had unwittingly, and, if the truth 
most be owned , unwillingly collected around her a clientelle of at 
least a dozen girls of her own age , and apparently of her own 
dass. The latter, howeyer, feit no necessity for the reserve 
maintained by the curious who pressed near 'Maso; for, while 
they respected their guest and frieud and would rather listen to her 
surmises than those of any other person , they had such a prompt- 
ing desire to hear their own voices, that not a minute escaped with- 
out a question or a conjecture both Yolubly and quite audibly ex- 
pressed. The interjections , too, were somewhat numerous , as 
the guesses were crude and absurd. One said it was a vessel with 
despatches from Livorno, possibly with '*His Excellenza" on 
board ; but she was reminded that Leghorn lay to the north , and 
not to the west. Another thought it was a cargo of priests going 
from Corsica to Rome; but she was told that priests were not in 
sulBcient favour just then in France to get a vessel so obviously 
superior to the ordinary craft of the Mediterranean , to carry them 
ftbout. While a third, more imaginative than either, ventured 
to donbt wfaether it was a vessel at all* deceptive appearances of 
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this sort not belog of rare oceurrence, and usnally taking the aspect 
of something out of the ordinary waj. 

^^Si" saidAnnina, *'but that woold be a miracle, Maria; 
and why should we ha?e a miracle now tbatLentandmostofthe 
holi-days are past? / believe it is a real vessel." 

The others laug^ed, and afler a good deal of eager chatteriug 
OD the subject it was Tery generally admitted that the stranger was 
a bondfide craft of some species or another, thongh all agreed she 
was not a felucca, a bombarda, or a sparanara. All this time 
Ghita was thoughtfui and silent; quite as much so, indeed, as 
Tommaso bimself , though from a Yerj different motive. Notwith- 
standing all the gossip and the many ludicrous opinions of her 
companions, her eyes scarcely tumed an instant from the Ingger, 
on which they seemed to be riveted by a sort of fascination. Uad 
there been one there suflBciently unoccupied to observe this inter- 
esting girl , he might baye been Struck with the varying expression 
of a countenance which was teeming with sensibility, and which 
too often reflected the passing emotioos of its mistress's mind« 
Now an expression of anxiety , and eveu of alarm, would have been 
detected by such an observer, if acute enough to separate these 
emotions, in the liveliness of sentiment, from the more vulgär 
feelings of her companions ; and now, something like gleamings of 
delight and happiness flashed across her eloquent countenance. 
Tlie colour came and went oflen ; and there was an instant, during 
wbich the lugger varied her course , hauling to the wind, and then 
falliog off again , like a dolphin at its sports, when the radiance of 
the pleasure that glowed about her soft blue eyes rendered the girl 
perfectly bcautiful. But none of these passing expressions were 
noted by the garrulous group around the stranger female , who was 
left very much to the indulgence of the Impulses that gave them 
birth , unquestioned and altogether unsuspected. 

Although the düster of girls had, with feminine sensitivencss, 
gathered a little apart from the general crowd, there were but a few 
yards between the spot where it stood and that occupied by "Maso ; 
so that when the latter spoke, an attentlTO listener among the 
former miglit hear bis words. This was an office that Tonti did 
not choose to updertake, bowev^r i until he was questioned by the 
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podestk , Tito Tili , who now appeared on the hill in person , puflT- 
ing like a whale which rises to breathe, from the vigour of bis 
ascent. 

**What dost thoa make of her, good'Maso?" demanded the 
magistrate, after he had examined the straoger himself some timo 
insilence, feelingauthorized, in virtae of his office , toquestioD 
whom he pleased. 

''Signoret it is a lagger/' wasthebrief, and certafnly the ac- 
carate rciply. 

''Ay, a lagger; we all understand that, neighbour Tonti; 
butwhatsortofalugger? There are felaeea-laggers, aDdpoIacre* 
laggerSy and bombarda-luggers , and all sorts of laggers: which 
sort of lugger is this ? " 

^'Signor Podestä, this is not the languagc of the port. We 
callafelucca, afelucca; abombarda, abombarda; apolacre, a 
polacre; and a lugger, a lugger. This is, therefore, a lugger." 

'Maso spoke authoritatively , for he feit that he was now not ou^ 
of his depth, and it was grateful to bim to let the public know how 
much better he understood all these matten tban a magistrate. 
On the other band, thepodestäwasnettled, and disappointed in« 
to the bargain, for he really imagined he was drawing nice distioo- 
tions, much as it was his wont to do in legal proceedings ; and it 
was his ambition to be thought to know something of everythiog. 

^*Well, Tonti," answered Signor Yiti , in a protecting man- 
ner, and with an affable smile, ''as this is not an affair which is 
likely to go to the higher courts at Florence, your explanations may 
be taken as sufBcient, and I have no wish to disturb them — a lug- 
ger, isa lugger." 

'* Sif Signore : that is just what we say in the port. A lugger, 
is a lugger." 

*'And yonder stränge craft, you maintain, and at nced are 
readytoswear, isa lugger?" 

Now 'Maso seeiog no nccessity for any oath in the affair, and 
being always somewhat conscientious in such matters , whenever 
the custom-house officers did not hold the book , was a little star- 
tled at this Suggestion, and he took another and a long look at the 
9tranger before he answered. 
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*'Siy SigDore," he replied, after salisfying his miod once 
morc through his eyes , **I mll swear Ihat the stranger yooder is a 
lugger." 

**ADd caost thoa add, honest ToDti, of what natioa? The 
nation is of as mach raomeDt, in these troubled tiuies, as the rig.*' 

**Yoa say truly, Signor Podestä; for if an Algerine, or a 
Moor, or even a Frenchman, he iRrill he an unwetcome visitor in 
the Canal of Elba. There are many different signs abont him that 
sometiiues make me think he belongs to one people, andthento 
another; and I crave your pardon, if I ask a little leisure to let him 
draw nearer before I give a positive opinion." 

As this reqoest was reasonable , no objection was raised. The 
podestä turned aside, and observing Ghita, who had visited his 
niece , and of whose intelligence he entertained a favourable opi- 
nion, he drew nearer to the girl , determined to loseamoment in 
dignißed trifling. 

**Honest'Maso, poorfellow, issadly puzzled/' heobserved, 
smiling benevolently, as if in pity for the pilot's embarrassment ; 
'*he wishes to persaade ds that the stränge craft yonder is a log* 
gcr, thongh he cannot himself say to what country she belongs ! " 

**It is a lugger, Signore/' returncd the girl, drawing along 
breath , as if relieved by hearing the sound of her own Toice. 

**How ! dost thou pretend to be so skilled in vessels as to dis- 
tingaish these particolars at the distance of a league?" 

'*I do not think it a league, Signore — not more than half a 
league ; and the distance lessens fast , though the wind is so light. 
As for knowing a lugger from a felucca , it is as easy as to know a 
honse from a church ; or one of the reverend padri in the streets, 
from a mariner." 

*' Ay, so I would have told 'Maso oa the spot, had the obstinate 
old fellow been inclined to hear me. The distance is just about 
what you say; and nothing is easier than to see (hat the stranger is 
a lagger. As to the nation? — " 

**That may not be socasily told, Signore, unless the vessel 
show US her flag." 

**By San Antonio! thou artright, child; and it fs fitting she 
should show US her flag. Nothing has a right to approach so near 
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the port of his Imperial and Royal Highoess that does not show its 
flag, thereby declaring its honest purpose, and its nation. Mj 
Iriends , are the guns in the battery loaded, as usual?" 

The answer being in the affirmative , there was a hnrried con- 
sullation among some of the principal men in the crowd, and then 
the podestä walked towards the government-house vith an impor- 
tant air. In five minutes soldiers were seen in the batteries, and 
preparations were made for levelling an eightecn-pounder in tho 
direction of the stranger. Most of the females turned aside, and 
stoppedtheirears, the battery being within an hundred yards of 
the spot where they stood; but Ghita, with a face that was pale, 
certainly, thoagh with an eye that was steady, and without the 
least indications of fear as respeeted herseif, intensely watchcd 
every movement. When it was evident that the artilierists were 
about to fire anxiety indaced her to break silence. 

**Tbey surely will not aim at the lugger!" she exclaimed. 
'TAaf cannot be necessary, Signor Podestä , to make the stranger 
holst his flag. Never have I seep that done in the soulh." 

'* You are unacqnainted with our Tuscan bombardiers , Signo- 
rina," answered the magistrate, with a bland smile and an exult- 
ing gesture. *'It is well for Europe that the grand duchy is so 
small , since such troops miglit prove even more troublesome than 
the French!" 

Ghita, however, paid no attention to this touch of provincial 
pride; but pressing her hands on her heart, she stood like a 
Statue of suspenso, while the men in the battery executed their 
duty. In a mlnute the match was applied , and the gun was dis- 
charged. Though all her companions attered invocations to the 
saints, and other exclamations, and some even crouched to the 
earth in terror, Ghita, the most delicate of any, in appearance, 
and with more real sensibility than all united expressed in her face, 
stood firm and erect. The flash and the explosion evidently had no 
effect on her; not an artillerist among them was less unmoYed in 
frame at the report than this slight girl. She even imitated the 
manner of the soldiers, by turning to watch the flight of the shot, 
though she clasped her hands as she did so , and appeared to await 
the resttlt with trembling. The few seconds of suspenso were soon 
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past y vhen the ball was seen to strike the water füll a quarter of a 
mile astern of the lugger» and to skip aloog the placid sea for 
twice that distance fnrther, when it sunk to the bottom by its own 
gravity. 

** Santa Maria be praised ! ** murmured the girl » a smile , half 
pleasurehalfirony, lighting her face, as unconscioasly to herseif 
she spoke » ** These Tuscan artillerists are no fatal marksmen ! " 

'*That was most dexterously done« bella Ghita!" exclaimed 
the magistrate, removing bis two hands from bis ears; ** that was 
amazingly well almed! Another such shot as far abead, with a 
third fairly between tho two, and the stranger will learn to respect 
the rights of Tuscany« What say'st thou now, honest 'Maso — 
will this lugger teil us her country, or will she further brave our 
power?" 

*'If wise, she will hoist her ensSgn; and yeti see no signs of 
preparation for such an act." 

Sure enough, the stranger, though quite within eSective 
ränge of shot from the heights , showed no disposition to gratify 
the curiosity, or to appease the apprebensions , of those in the 
town. Two or three of her people were visible in her riggiog , but 
even these did not basten their work , or in any manner seem de- 
ranged at the salutation they bad just received. After a few mi- 
nutes, bowever, the lugger jibed her mainsail, and then bauied up 
a little so as to look more towards the head-land , as if disposed to 
steer for the bay by doubling the promontory. This movement 
caused the artillerists to suspend their own , and the lugger bad 
fairly come within a mile of Üie clifTs before she lazily turned aside 
again, and shaped her course once more in the direction of the 
entrance of the canal. Tbis drew another shot, which effectually 
justified the magistrate's eulogy, for it certainly flew as mucb 
abead of the stranger as the first bad flown astern. 

'^There, Signore," cried Ghita, eagerly, as she turned to 
the magistrate, ''they are about to hoist their ensign, for now 
they know your wishes. The soldiers surely will not fire again ! " 

**That would be in the teeth of the law of nations , Signorina, 
and a blot on Tuscan civilization. Ab ! you perceive the artillerists 
9re aware of what you say , and are putting aside theu: tools. Cos** 
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petto! 't fs a tfaonsand pities, too, they couldn't fire the third 
shot, that you might see it strike tbe lugger; as yet, yon have 
only beheld their preparatioDS." 

"It is enough, Signor Podesta/' returned Ghita, smiling, 
for she could smile now that she saw fhe soldiers intended no 
farther mischief ; *'we have all heard of your Elba gunners, and 
'what I have seen coDTiDces me of what they can do vben there is 
occasioD. Look, Signore! the lugger is about to satisfy our 
curiosity." 

Sure enough , the stranger saw Gt to comply with the usages of 
nations. It has been said already , that the lugger was coniing 
down before the wind wing-and-wing, orwith a sali expandedto 
the air on each side of her bull , a disposition of the canvass that 
giyes to the felucca, and to the lugger in particular, the most 
pictnresqne of all their graceful attitudes. Unlike the narrow- 
headed sails which a want of hands has introduced among our- 
selves, these foreign, we might almost say classical, mariners 
send forth their long pointed yards aloft, confining the width 
below by the necessary limits of the sheet, making up for the dif- 
ference in elevation by the greater br^adth of their canvass. The 
ideaof the felucca's sails, inparticular, would scem to have been 
literally taken from the wing of the large sea-fowl , the shape so 
nearly corresponding, that, with the canvass spread in the man- 
Der just raentioned , one of those light craflt has a very close re- 
semblance to the gull or the hawk as it poises itself in the air, or 
is swooping down upon its prey. The lugger has less of the beauty 
which adorns a picture , perhaps, than the strictly latine rig; but 
it approaches so near it as to be always pleasing to the eye , and, 
in the particular evolution described, is scarcely less attractive. 
To the Seaman, however, it brings with it an air of greater Ser- 
vice , being a modo of carrying canvass that will hülfet with the 
heaviest gales, or the roughest seas , while it appears so pleasant 
to the eye in the blandest airs and smoothest water. 

The lugger now beneath the heights of Elba bad three masts, 
though sails were spread only on the two which were forward. The 
third mast was stepped on the taffrail; it was small, and carried a 
iiltle sail which , in English , is termed a jigger , its principal use 
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belog to press the bovs of Ihe craft up to the wind when dose 
hauied , and render her what is termcd weathcrly. On the prcsent 
occasion, there could scarcely be said to he anything dcserving 
ihe uame of wind , though Ghita feit her cheek , which was warmed 
with the rieh blood of her counlry, fanned by an air so gcntle thai 
occasionally it hlew aside tresses which seemed to vie with the 
floss siik of her native land. Had the natural ringlets been iess 
ligbt, however, so gentle a respiration of the sea air could scarcely 
have disturbed them. But the lugger had her lightest duck spread 
— reserving the heavier canvass for the storms — and it opened 
like ihe folds of a balloon even before these gentle impulses ; oc- 
casionally collapsing, it is true, as the ground-swell swung the 
yards io and fro, but, on the whole, Standing out and recciving 
ihe air as if guided more by Toliiion than any mechanical power. 
The effect on the bull was almosi magical ; for, notwithstanding 
ihe nearly impercepiible force of the propelling power, owing io 
ihe llghtness and exquisite mould of the craft, it senred to urge 
her through the water at the rate of some three or four knois in the 
hour; or quite as fast as an ordinarily active man is apt to walk. 
Her motion was nearly unobservable to all on board, and might 
raiher be termed gliding than sailing, the ripple uuder her cut<> 
water not much exceeding thai which is made by ihe finger as it is 
moved swiflly through the element; still the slightest Tariation of 
ihe heim changed her course , and this so easily and gracefully as 
to render her deviations and inclinations like those of the duck. In 
her preseni Situation, too, the jigger, which was bralied, and 
hung festooned from its lightyard ready foruse, should occasion 
suddcnly demand it, added singularly io ihe smart air which every- 
thiog wore about this craft, giving her, in the seaman's eyes, 
that particularly knowing and suspicious look which had awakened 
'Maso*s disirust. 

The preparations to show the ensigu , which had caught the 
quick and undersianding glance of Ghita, and which had not es- 
caped even ihe duller Vision of the artillerists, were made atthe 
outer end of this jigger-yard. A boy had appeared on the taffrail, 
and he was evidently Clearing the ensign-halyards for that purpose. 
In half a minutei however , he disappered, and theo aflag rosa 
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steadily, and by a contiaued pull, to its stalioD. At first the 
buQting huDg suspended in a line , so as to evade all examiDalion ; 
but, as if everythiog on board this light craflt vere oa a scale as 
airy and buoyant as herseif, the folds soon eipanded , showiog a 
white field traversed at right angles vith a red cross, and having 
a uoioD of the same tint in its upper and inner corner. 

^^Inglese!" exclaimed 'Maso, ioGnitely aided in this conjec«- 
ture by the sight of the stranger's ensign — "S), Signore; it is 
an Englishman ; I tliought so , from the first, but as the lugger 
is not a common rig for vessels of that nation , I did not like to risk 
anything by saying it." 

** Well, honest Tommaso , it is a happiness to havc a mariner 
as skilful as yourself , in thesetroublesometimes, at one's elbow ! 
I do not know how eise ve should ever have found out the 
Stranger's eountry. An Inglese! Corpo di Bacco! Who would 
have thonght that a nation so maritime , and which lies so far off, 
wonld send so small a craft this vast distance ! Why, Ghita, it 
is a Toyage from Elba to Livorno, and yet, Idaresay, England 
is twenty times farther." 

*' Signore, I know litlle of England, but I have heard thatit 
lies beyond our own sea. This is the flag of the counlry, how- 
ever; for tkat have I often beheld. Many ships of that nation 
come upon the eoast further south." 

** Yes, it is a great eountry for mariners; though they teil me 
it has neither wine nor oil. They are allies of theemperor, too, 
and deadly enemies of the French , who have done so much härm 
In Upper Italy. That is something, Ghita, and every Ilalian 
should honour the flag, I fear this straoger does not intcnd to 
enter our harbour ! " 

^'Hesteersasifhedid not, certainly, Signor Podest& ," said 
Ghita, sighing so gently that the respiration was audible only to 
berself. " Perhaps he is in search of some of the French, of whom 
they say so many were seen , last year, going east/' 

'' Ay, that was truly an enterprise ! " answered the magistrate, 
gesticulating on a large scaie , and opening bis eyes by way of ac- 
companiments. '* General Bonaparle, he who had been playing 
the devil in the Milanese and the States of the Pope for the last two 
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years, saiied, they sent us word, with two or three huDdred ships, 
theSaints, atfirst, koew^hither! Somesaid, it was to destroy 
the Holy Sepalchre; some, to oyertnro the Grand Turk; and some 
thought, to seize the Islands. There was a craft in here, the same 
week , which said he had got possession of the Island of Malta ; in 
which case we might look oat for tronble in Elba. I had my sns- 
picious from the first ! ** 

'* All this I heard at the time, Signore, and my nncle probably 
could teil you more — how we all feit at the tidings ! " 

*'Well, that is all over now, and the French are in Egypt. 
Your uncle, Ghita^ has gone npon the main, Ihear?'' this was 
said inqniringly, and it was intended to be said carelessly; bat 
the podestä conld not prevent a glance of snspicion from accom- 
panying the question. 

'*Stgnore, I belieye he has; but I know little of bis affairs. 
The time has come , however , when I ought to expect bim. See, 
eccellenza ! " — a title that neyer failed to mollify the magistrate, 
and turn bis attention from others entirely to bimself — **the lag- 
ger really appears disposed to look into yonr bay, if not actnally 
to enter it!" 

This sufiiced to cbange the discourse. Nor was it said altogether 
without reason; the lugger, which by this time had passed the 
westcru promontory, actually appearing disposed to do as Ghita 
conjeciured. She had jibed her main-sail, brought both sheets 
of canvass on her larboard side , and Inffed a little so as to canse 
her head to looktowards the opposite side of the bay, instead of 
Standing in , as before, in the direction of the canal. This change 
in the lugger's course produced a general movement in the crowd^ 
which began to quit the heights, hastcning to descend the terraced 
streets, in order to reach thehaven. 'Masoandthe podestk led 
the van in this descent; and the girls, with Ghita in the midst, 
followed with eqnal curiosity , but with eager steps. By the time 
the throng was assembied on the qnays, in the streets, on the 
decks of feluccas , or at other points that commanded the view, the 
stranger was seen gliding past, in the centre of the wide and deep 
bay, with bis jigger hauied out, and bis sheets afl, looking up 
nearly into the wipd^s eye, if that could bc calied wind which was 
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still little more Ihan the sighing of the classical zepbyr. Uis motion 
was neccssarily slow , bnlitcoutinuedlight, easy, and graceful. 
After passlng the entrance of the port a mite or more, he tacked 
and lookcd up towards the haven. By this time , howcver , he had 
got so Qcar in to the western cliffs that tbeir lee deprived him of all 
air; and after keeping his canvass opcn half an honr in the little 
roads, it was all soddenly drawn to the yards, and the lugger 
anchored. 

CHARTER II. 

nis stock, a few French phrases got by heart, 

With mnch to leam, but nothing to impart; 

The youth, obedient tohis sire^s commands, 

Sets off a Wanderer into foreign lands. Gowpbr. 

It was now nearly dark^ and the crowd, having satisflcd ils 
idle curiosity, began slowly to disperse. The Signor Yiti rc- 
mained tili the last, conceiving it to be his daty to be on the alert 
in such tronbled times; bnt with all his bustling activity it escaped 
his vigilance and meansof Observation to detcct the circumstance 
that the stranger, who, whilc he steered into the bay with so much 
conßdence, had contrived to bring up at a point vhere not a Single 
gun from the batteries Gould be brought to bear on him ; while his 
own shot, had hc becn disposcd to hostiiity, would have com- 
pletely rakcd the little haven. But Yito Yiti, though so enthusias- 
tic an admirer of the art, was no gunner bimself, and little liked 
to dwell on the effect of shot, except as it applied to others and not 
at all to bimself. 

Of all the suspicious, apprehensivc , and curlous üvho had 
been coUected In and about the port since it was knovn the lugger 
intendcd to come into the bay, Ghita and 'Maso alooe rcmained 
on watch after the vessel anchored. A lond hail had been given by 
those entrusted with the execution of the qnaranline laws, the 
great physical bug-bear and moral mystification of the Mediterra- 
nean ; and the questions put had been answered in a way to satisfy 
all scruples for the moment. The "From whcnce came ye?" 
asked, however, in an Italian idlom, had been answered by 
'*lngbilterra, touching at Lisbon and Gibraltar,*' all regions 
The Jach 'Lantern, % 
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beyond distrust, as to tbe plagae, and all happeoiag at that mo- 
ment to give clean bills of hcallb« But the name of the craft herseif 
had been given in a vay to puzzle all the proOcients in Saxon 
English that Porto Ferrajo could produce. Il had been distinctly 
enough pronounced by some one on board , and at the request of 
the quarantine department had been three times slovly repeated, 
very much afler the foUowing form : viz. 

*^Come chiamate il vostro bastimentoV 

"Tbe Wing-and-Wiog." 

**Tbe WIng-and-WIng." 

A long pause, during ivblch the officials put tbelr heads toge- 
ther, Grst to compare tbe sounds of each witb those of bis com- 
panions' ears, and then to inquire of one vbo professed to under- 
stand English, but wbose knowledge was such as is generally met 
vf'iih in a linguist of a little-frequented port, the meauing of the 
term. 

** Ving-y-ving! " growled this funclionary, not a little puzzied, 
*' w'hat ze devil sort of name is zat! Ask zem again." 

•* Com« si chiama la vostra barca^ Signori Jn^lesi?" repeated 
he who bailed. 

**Diable!" growled one back, inFrench, *'she is calied ze 
Wing-and-Wing, • Ala c Ala ," giving a very literal translation of 
tbe name, initalian. 

**^/a e j4lal" repeated they of the quarantine, (irst looking 
at each other in surprise^ and then laughing, though in a per* 
plexed and doubtf ul manner ; '* Ving-y-Ying ! " 

This passed just as the lugger anchored , and the crowd had 
bcgun to disperse. It caused some merriment, and it was soon 
spread in the little town that a craft had just arrived from Ingbil- 
terra, whosename, in the dialect ofthat Island, was ''Ying-y- 
Ving;" which meant ^^Ala e ala^** in Italian; a cognomen that 
Struck tbe listeners as sufliciently absurd. In confirmation of the 
fact, bowever, the lugger boisted a small squarc flag, at the end 
of her main-yard , on which were painted , or wrought, two large 
wiogs, as they are sometimes delincated in heraldry, witb the 
beak of a galley between them ; giving the whole conceit someihlog 
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very like the appearance vhich the human imaginatiOD bas assigned 
to those heavenly beings, Cherubs. This emblem seemed to 
satisfy the minds of the obseryers, vho vere too mucb accustomed 
to the Images of art not to obtain some tolerably distiuct DOtioDS, 
in the end, of what ^^Ala e ala" meant. 

But 'Maso, as has been said , remained afler the rest had de- 
parted to their homes and their suppers, as did Ghita. The pilot, 
for such was Tonti's usual appellation , in consequence of bis fa- 
miliarity with the coast, and bis being principally employed to 
direct the nayigation of the diflferent crafl in which he served , kept 
bis Station on board a felucca to which he belonged , watching the 
movements of the lugger, while the girl had taken her stand on the 
quay, in a position which better became her sex, siace it remoyed 
her from immediate contact with the rough spirits of the port, 
while it enabled her to see what occurred about the Wing-and« 
Wing. More than half an hour elapsed , however, before there 
were any signs of an intention to land ; but by the time it was dark 
a boat was ready , and it was seen making its way to the common 
stairs, where one or two of the regulär officials were ready to re- 
ceiye it. 

It is unnecessary to dwell on the forms odhe praüque ofiBcers« 
These troublesome persons had their lantems, and were vigilant 
in examining papers, as is customary ; but it would seem the ma- 
riner in the boat had everything en rigle , for he was soon sufTered 
to land. At this instant Ghita passed near the group , and took a 
close and keen sunrey of the stranger's form and face , her own 
person being so enveloped in a mantle , as to render a recognition 
of it difficult, if not impossible. The girl seemed satisfied wllh 
this scrutiny, for she immediately disappeared. Not so with 
'Maso, who by this time had burried round from the felucca, and 
was at the stairs in season to say a word to the stranger. 

**Signore/' said the pilot, **hiseccellenza, thepodestä, has 
bidden me say to you that he expects the honour of your Company 
at his house , which Stands so near us , hard by here , in the prin- 
cipal Street, as will make it only a pleasure to go there ; I know he 
would be disappointedifhefailedofthehappinessofseeiDgyou." 

"His eccellenza is a man not to be disappointed," retnrned 



20 



the straDger, io very good Italian, ''aodOveminutesshallprove 
to him bow eager I am to salute him ; *' theo turning to the crew of 
his boat, be ordered them to return oo board the lugger, and not 
to faii to look out for tbe Signal by wbich be migbt call them ashore. 

'Maso, as be led tbe way to the dwellingofVitoYiti, would 
fain ask a few questions^ in the hope of appeasing certain doubts 
that beset bim. 

''Since wben, Signor Capitano," he inquired, *'bave you 
Englisb taken to sailiog luggers? It is a novel rigfor one of your 
craft." 

*'Corpo di Bacco !" answered the other, laughing, *'friend of 
mine , if you can teil tbe precise day when brandy and laces were 
first smuggled from France ioto my country, I will answer your 
question. I think you have never navigated as far north as the 
Bay of Biscay and our Englisb Channel , or you would know that 
a Guernsey-man is better acquainted with the rig of a lugger than 
withthatofaship." 

**Guernsey is a country I never beard of," answered 'Maso, 
simply ; 'Ms it like Holland — or more like Lisbon?" 

**yery little of eitber. Guemsey is a country that was once 
Frcnch , and wbere many of the people still speak the Frencb 
language , but of wbich the Englisb have been masters this many 
an age. !t is an Island subject to King George , but wbich is still 
half Gallic in names and usages. This is tbe reason why we like 
the lugger better than the cutler, wbich is a more Englisb rig." 

Itfaso was silent, for, if true, the answer at once removed 
many misgivings. He had seen so much about the stränge craft 
wbich Struck him as Frencb , that doubts of her character had ob- 
truded ; but , if her ^ptain's account could only be substantiated, 
there was an end of distrust. What could be more natural than 
the circumstance that a vessel fitted out in an Island of French 
origin , should betray some of tbe peculiarities of the people who 
bullt her? 

Tbe podestä was at home, in expectation of this vIsit, and 
'Maso was first admitted to a private Conference, leaving the 
stranger in an onter room. During this brlcf Conference , tbe pi- 
lot communicated all he had to say — both his suspicions and tbe 
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after receiving the boon of a paul. Tito Viti now joined his guest, 
bat it was so dark, lights not having jet been introdaced, that 
neitber coald distiogaish the other's countenance. 

**SigDor Capitano/' observed the magistrate, 'Hhe deputy- 
goveroor is at his residence on the hiil , and he will expect me to do 
bim the favour to bring you thither, that he may do you the ho- 
Doursoftheport." 

This was said so civilly, and was^ in itself , both so reasonable 
and so mach in conformity with asage, that the otherhad not a 
%ord to say against it. Together, then , they left the hoase , and 
proceeded towards the goTernment-dwelling — a bailding which 
bas since become celebrated as haviog been the residence of a sol- 
dier who so neariy sacceeded in snbjagating Enrope. Yito Yiti 
was a Short, parsy man, and he took his time to ascend the stairs* 
resembling street; bat his companion stepped from terrace to 
terrace with an ease and activity which, of themselves, would 
have declared bim to be yoang, had not this been made ap- 
parent by his general bearing and his mien , as seen throagh the 
obscarity. 

Andrea Barrofaldl, the vice-goTemor, was a very different 
sort of person from his friend the podestä. Althongh little more 
acqoaioted wilh the world by practice» the vice-govemor was 
decply read in books» owlng his Situation, in short, to the cir- 
cumstance of his having written several clever works, of no great 
reputation certainly for genius , bat which were asefal in their 
way, and manifested scholarship. It is very seldom that a man 
of mere letters is qaalified for public life ; and yet tbere is an af- 
fectation in all governments , most especially in those which care 
so little for literature In general as to render some professions of 
respect for it necessary to their own characters, of protectingit; 
and thns it is that in the United States^ where the laws sre so in- 
different to the rights and interests of men of this class as to snb- 
ject them to costs and penalties in the prosecationof their ordi- 
nary laboars, that no other Christian nation dreams of exacting, 
we hear high-soundiog pretensions to this species of liberalityi 
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although Uie System of rewards and punishments* that prevails 
usually requires that its beoeßciary should first rat^ id order to 
prove his adaptatioQ to the daty. Andrea Barrofaldi, however, 
had thrown no political summerset, aod bad consequently beeii iu- 
ducted into bis present office withont even the sentimental profes- 
sion of never haying aslsed for it. The Situation had been given to 
bim by the Fossombrone of bis day without a word haviog been 
Said in the Journals of Tuscany of his doubts about accepting it, 
and everything passed^ as things are apt to pass when there are 
true simpHcity and good faith at the bottom , without pretension or 
comment. He had now been ten years in ofBce, and had become 
exceedingly expert in discharging all theordinaryfunctionsofhis 
post, vhich he certainly did with zeal and fidelity. Still he did 
not desert his beloTed books; and^ quite apropos of the matter 
about to comebeforehim, the Signor Barrofaldi had just Gnished 
a seyere, profound^ and extensive conrse of study in geography. 
The stranger was left in the ante-chamber , while Yito Yili 
entered an inner room, and had a short communication with his 
friend , the vice-goTernor. As soon as this was ended , the former 
returned, and ushered bis companion into the presence of the 
Substitute for a grand-duke, if not for a king. As this was the 
sailor's first appearance witbin the influence of a light sufllciently 
stroDg to enable the podestä to examine his persoo , both he and 
Andrea Barrofaldi turoed their eyes on htm with lively curiosity the 
instant the rays of a strong lamp enabied them to scrutinize his ap- 

* So mach is said in the American Journals concernfng the patronage 
the public bestows on letters,— a patronage which is very much confined 
to buying such works as the reader wants, and not parchasing Ihose for 
irhich he feels no occasion, that it forcibly reminds one of the story of 
Ihe Greole woman , who was descanting on the subject of ruiing negroes 
among some friends. *^If you will gouverne nögres,'* sbe said, ^*you 
moost bare systöme. I have Systeme. Mon Systeme ft moi , is Systeme 
of reward and poonishmeiif ." Then she torns to her negroes , and ad- 
dresses them, desiring her friends to note the effect. "Met amü,** she 
begins , '* zo-morrow ze cane will be roipe , and you moost moosh vork. 
You know me — you know mon Systeme — it is Systeme of reward and 
poonishment. If you shall not irork, you thail be flog; zat is poonish- 
roent; mais if you shall very moosh — very moosh vork, you sball no be 
flog — zat is ze reward ! " 
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pcarance. Neither was disappointcd, in one sense at Icasl; the 
countenance, figare, and mien of thc mariner much more thad 
equalling his expectations. 

The stranger was a man of sii-and-twenty , who stood five feet 
ten in bis stockings , and whose frame was the very figare of acti- 
vity, united to a muscie that gave vcry fair indications of strength. 
He was attired in an undress naval uniform , which he wore with a 
smart air, that one who understood these matlers more by means 
of experience , and less by means of books , than Andrea Barro- 
faldi , would at once have detected did not belong to the manly 
simplicity of the English wardrobe. Nor were his features in the 
sh'ghtest degree those of one of the islanders , the outline being 
beaatifully classical, more especially about the mouth andchin, 
white the cheeks were colourless , and the skin swarthy. His eye, 
too, was black as jet, and his cheek was half covered in whiskers 
of a hue dark as the raven*s wing. His face, as a whole , was sin- 
gnlarly beautifal — for handsome is a word not strong enough to 
express all the charactcr that was conveyed by a conformation that 
might be supposed to haye been copied from some antique medal, 
more especially when illaminated by a smile which at times ren- 
dered the whole countenance almost as bewitching as that of a 
lovely woman. There was nothing elTeminate in the appearance of 
the young stranger, notwithstanding ; bis manly though sweet 
voice, well-knit frame, and firm look, affording every pledge of re- 
solntioQ and spirit. 

Both the vice-govemor and the podest^ were Struck with the 
unusual personal adrantagcs and smart air of the stranger , and 
cach stood looklng at bim half-a-minute in silencc , after the usual 
salutations had passed, and before the party was seated. Then, 
as the three took chairs , on a motion from Signor Barrofaldi, the 
latter opcned the discourse. 

'* They teil me that we haye the honour to receive into our little 
hären a Tessel of Inghillerra, Signor Capitano," observed the vfce- 
govemor, eamestly regarding the other through bis spcctacles as 
he spoke, and that, too, in a manner not altogether free from 
distrust. 
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** SignorVice-gOTernatore , such is the flag under which I have 
the honoar to serve ," retarned the mariner. 

** You are an Inglese yourself, I trust, Signor Capitano — what 
name shall I enter in my book , here? " 

<*Jaqaes Smeet," answered the other, betraying what might 
have proved two very fatal shibboleths in the ears ofthose whoiwere 
practised in the finesse of our very unmusical language, by at- 
tempting to say ** Jack Smith/' 

*'Jaques Sraeet!** repeated the Ticc-goyernor, — "that is, 
Giacorao, inourltalian — " 

'*No — no — Signore/' hastily interrupted Capitain Smeet, 
**not Jaqueomo, bat Jaques — Giovanni, turned into Jaques by 
the aid of a little salt lyater." 

*'Ah! I begin to understand you , Signore; you English have 
this usage in your language, thongh you have softened the word a 
little, in mercy to our ears. But ^e Italians are not afraid of such 
Sounds; and I know the name. — 'Giac Smeet' — II Capitano 
Giac Smeet — I have long suspected my English master of igno« 
rance, for he was merely one of our Leghorn pilots, vho has sailed 
in a bastimento de guerra of your coantry — he called your honour- 
ablename 'Smees,' Signore." 

*'He was very wrong, Signor Yice-governatore/' answered the 
other, Clearing his throat by a slight effort; ** we always call our 
family* Smeet.'" 

'*And the name of your lugger, Signor Capitano Smeet?'^ 
suspending his pen over the paper in cxpectation of the answer. 

**Ze Ying-and-Ying" — pronouncing the ws in a very different 
way from what they had been sounded in answering the hails. 

'*Ze Ying-y-Ying," repeated Signor Barrofaldi, writing the 
name in a manner to show that it was not the firsttimehehadheard 
it; **ze Ying-y-Ying; that is a poetical appellation , Signor Capi- 
tano ; may I presume to ask what it signifies ? " 

**Alaeala, in your Italian , Jfts^er Yice-govematore. When 
a crafl like mine has a sail spread on each side, resembling a bird» 
wesay, in English, thatshemarches *Ying-and-Ying.'" 

Andrea Barrofaldi mused, insilence, near aminute. Puring 
this internal y he was thinking of Ihe improbability of any but a 
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hondfide EDglishmaD dreaming of gmog a Tessel an appellation 
so thoroaghly idiomatic , and was fast mystifying himself , as so 
oflea happens with tjros in any particalar branch of knovledge, 
by bis ovn crilical acomen. Tben be balf wbispered a conjectare 
OD the subject to YitoYiti, influenced quite as mach by a desire 
to show bis neighbour bis own readiness in such matters , as by 
any other feeling* Tbe podestä was less strack by the distinction 
than bis saperior; bot, as became oneof bis limited means, be 
did not venture an objection. 

** Signor Capitano/' resnmed Andrea Barrofaldi , *' since wbcn 
have yoa Englisb adopted the rig of the lagger? It is an nnusual 
craft for so great a naval nation , they teil me." 

**Bab! I See bowitis, Signor Yice-gOTernatore, — you sa- 
spect me of being a Frenchman , or a Spaniard , or something eise 
than I Claim to be. On tbis bead , bowever, you may sct your 
heart at rest, and put füll faith in vhati teil you. My name is 
Capitaine Jaques Smeet; my vessel is ze Ying-and-Ying; and my 
Service tbat of the King of England." 

**Is your craft, tben , a king's vessel? — or does sbe suil ^^ ith 
the commission of a corsair?" 

*'])o I look like a corsair, Signor?" demanded le Capitaiue 
Smeet, with an offended air ; **I have reason to feel myself injured 
by so unwortby an Imputation ! " 

'* Your pardon , Signor Capilano Smees, — but our duty is a 
very delicate one on this unprotected Island , in timcs so troubled 
as thcse in whicb we live. It bas been stated to me , as Coming 
from tbe most experienced pilot of our haven , that your lugger bas 
not altogether the appearance ofa vessel of the Inglese, while sbe 
bas many points that belong to tbe corsairs of France; and a pra> 
dent cauiion imposes on me the oflSce of making certain of your 
nation. Once assured ofthat, it will be the delightof the Elbans 
to provc bow much we honour and esteem our illustrious allies." 

'*Tbls is so reasonable , and so much according to what I do 
myscify wben I meet a stranger at sea," cried the captaiu^ 
stretching forth both arms in a frank and Inviting manner, *'that 
none but a knave would object to it. Pursue your own course, 
Signor Yice-governatore , and satisfy all your scruples in your owo 
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toiaDoer. How shall (his be done? — vill you go on board ze 
Ving-and-Ving and look for yoarself — ^send this honourable 
magistrate — or sball I sbow yoa my commission? Here is the 
last, altogetber at your Service , aod tbat of bis Imperial Highness 
the Grand Dake." 

** I flatter myself witb baving snfficient knowledge of Ingbilterra, 
Signor Capitano , tbough it be by means of books, to discover an 
impostor, could I believe you capable of appearing in so nnvorihy 
acharacter, and tbat, too, inaverybriefconversation. Webook- 
Worms," added Andrea Barrofaldi, witb a glance of trinmpb at bis 
neigbbour, for be now eipected to give tbe podestli an Illustration 
of tbe practica] benefitsof general learning, (asubjecttbatbadoflen 
been discussed between tbem,) **we book-worms, can manage 
tbese trifles in our own way; and if you will consent to enter in(o 
a Short dialogue on tbe subjcct of England , her habits , language, 
and lavs , this question will be speedily put at rest." 

**Tou bave me at command, and notbing would delight me 
more than to cbat for a few minutes about tbat little Island It is 
not large, Signore, and is, doubtiess, of Utile wortb; but, as 
my country, it is mucb in my eyes." 

'*Tbis is natural. And now, Signor Capitano," added Andrea, 
glanciog at the podestä to make sure tbat he was listening, '* will 
you bave tbe goodness to explain to me wbat sort of a government 
this Inghilterra possesses , — whether monarchy, aristocracy, or 
democracy?" 

'< Feste! — tbat is not so easily answered. There is a king, 
axid yet there are powerful lords; and a democracy, too, tbat 
sometimes gives trouble enougb. Your question might puzzle a 
philosopber, Signor Vice-governatore." 

'* This may be true enougb, neigbbour Tito Yiti , for tbe Con- 
stitution of Inghilterra is an Instrument of many strings. Your 
answer convinces me tbat you bave tbought on the subject of 
your government, Capitano, and I bonour a reflecting man in all 
situations in lifo. Wbat is tbe religion of the country?" 

** Corpo dl Bacco ! — tbat is barder to answer than all the rest. 
We bave as many religions in England as we bave people. It is 
Irne the law says one thing on this head, but tben the men, women, 
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and children, say another. Nothing bas troubied me moretban 
this säme matter of religion." 

'* Ah ! yoa sailors do notdisquietyoursouls withsoch thoughts, 
if tbe truth must be said. Well, we will be indulgeot on this 
subject» — though, out of doubt, you and all your people are 
Luteram?** 

"Set US dowD as wbat you please,'* answered the captain, witli 
an ironical smile. **Our fathers, at any rate, were all good Ca- 
thollcs once. But seamanship and the altar are tbe best of friends, 
living quite indcpendent of each other." 

'*Tbat I will answer for. It is much the same here, caro Yito 
Vit! , though onr mariners do burn so many lamps and offer up so 
many aves." 

**Your pardon, Signor Vice-governatore ," interrupted the 
SignorSmeet, with a little eamestness; "this is the great mis- 
take of your seamen in general. Did they pray less and look to 
their duties more, their voyages would be shorter , and the profits 
more certain." 

*'Scanda1ous!" exclaimed the podestä, in holter zeal than it 
was usual for bim to betray. 

•*Nay, worthy Vito Viti, it is eyen so," interrupted the de- 
puty, with a wave of the band , which was as authoritative as the 
concession was liberal and indicative of a spirit enlightened by 
study ; " the fact must be conceded. There is the fable of Hercules 
and the waggoner to conGrni it. Did our men first strive, and 
then pray, more would be done than by first prayiog and then 
striving; — andnow, Signor Ca pitano, a word on your language, 
of which I have some small knowlcdge , and which , doubtiess, 
you speak like a native." 

**Sairtain/e9," answered the captain, with perfect self-com- 
posure, changing the form of Speech from the Italian to the Eng- 
lish with a readiness that proved how strong he feit himself on this 
poiot; ** one cannot fall to speak ze tongue of bis own mozair." 

This was Said without any confusion of manner, and with an 
accent that might very well mislead a foreigner, and it sounded 
imposing to the vice-governor, who feit a secret consclousness 
that he could not have uttered such a sentence to save bis own life, 
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i^ithoutventariogotttofhisdepth: therefore, he pursued the dis« 
course io Itaiian. 

'^Toarlanguage, Signore/* observed Andrea Barrofaldi^ with 
warmth, ** is no doubt a yery noble one ; for the language in which 
ShakspeareandMiltonwrote, cannotbeelse; but, youvillper- 
mit me to say that it has a uniformityof sound with words of dififep* 
ent letters , which I find as anreasonable as it is embarrassing to 
a foreigner." 

'*I bare heard such complaints before," ansvered the captain, 
not at all sorry to find the examination , which had proved so awk- 
vard to himself, likely to be transferred to a language about which 
he cared not at all , ** and bare liltle to say in its defence« But, as 
an example of what you mean — " 

*'Why, Signore, here are several words that I have written 
on this bit of paper» which sound nearly alike, though, as you 
perceive, they are quite differently spelled. Bix, bax, box, bux, 
and bocks," continued Andrea, endeavouring to pronounce, 
"big," **bag," "bog," **bug," and "box," all of which, it 
seemed to bim , had a very close family resemblance in sound, 
though certainly spelled with different letters; "these are words, 
Signore, that are enough to drive a foreigner to abandon your 
tongue in despair." 

"Indeed they are; and I often told the person who taught me 
the language — " 

"How! did you not leam your own tongue as we all get our 
native forms of speech, by ear, when a child?" demanded the 
yice-govemor, bis suspicions suddenly revived. 

"Without question, Signore; but I speak of books, and of 
learningtoread. When 'big, *bag,' *bug,' *bog,' and, 'box,'" 
reading from the paper in a steady voice , and a very tolerable pro- 
nunciation, "first came before me, I feit all the embarrassment 
of which you speak." 

"And did you only pronounce these words when first taught 
toreadthem?" 

This question was an awkward one to answer ; but Tito Titi 
began to weary of a discourse in which he could take no part, and^ 
most opporlunely, he Interposed an objection of bis own« 



29 



" dignor Barrofaldi ,** he said , '* stick to the lugger. All our 
motiyes of suspicion came from Tommaso Tonti , and all of his 
from the rig of Signor Smees' Tessel. If the lugger can be ex- 
plained , vhat do ve care aboat bixy , buxy , boxy ! *' 

The vlce-governor was not sorry to get creditably oat of the dif- 
ficultiesof thelaoguage, and, smiling on his friend, he madc a 
gentle bow of compliance. Then he reflected a moment in 
Order to plan another modc of proceeding, and pursued the in- 
quiry, 

<*My neighbonr Yilo Yiti is right," he said, "aod we vill stick 
to the lugger. Tommaso Tonti is a mariner of experience, and 
the oldest pilot of Elba. He teils us that the lugger is a craft much 
in use among the French, and not at all among the English so far 
as he has ever witnessed." 

**In that Tommaso Tonti is no Seaman. Many luggers are to 
be found among the English ; though more, certainly, among the 
French. But I haye already given the Signor Yiti to understand 
that there is such an Island as Guemsey, whieh was once French, 
but which is now English , and that accounts for the appearances 
he has observed. We are Guemseymen — the lugger is from 
Guernsey — and, no doubt, we bave aGuernsey look. This is being 
half French, lallow." 

<'That alters the matter altogether. Neighbour Yiti , this is 
all tmeabout the Island, andaboutits habits and its orlgin; and 
if one could be as certain about the names, why nothing moro 
need be said. Are Giac Smees and Yiog-y-Ying Guernsey 
names?" 

''Theyarenotparticularlyso," returned the sailor, withdiffi- 
cultyrefraining from laughing in the vice-gOYemor*s face; ''Jaques 
Smeet being so English, that we are the largest family, per- 
haps, in all Inghilterra. Half the nobles of the Island are calied 
* Smeet/ and not a few are named ^Jaqucs.' But little Guernsey 
was conquercd ; and our ancestors , who performed that oAice, 
bronght their names with them, Signore. As for Ying-and* 
Ying , it is eapital English." 

**Idonot see, Yito, but this is reasonabic. If the capifano. 
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DOW , only had his commlssion with him ^ yoa and I might go to 
bedinpeace» and sleep tili morning." 

^'Here, then, Signore, are your sieeping potions/' continued 
the laughing saUor, drawing from his pocket several papers. 
'^Thcse are my Orders from the admiral; and, as they are not 
secret, you can cast your eyes over them. This is my commission, 
Signor Vice-governatore — this is the signature of the English 
minister of marine — and here is my own, * Jaques Smeet/ as 
you see, and here is the order to me, as a lieutenant, to talie 
command of the Ving-and-Ving." 

All the Orders and nameswere there, certainly, written in a 
clear, fair hand, and in perfectly good English. The only thing 
that one who understood the language perfeclly vould have been 
apt to advert to, was the circumstance that the words which the 
sailor pronounced ** Jaques Smeet^" werc written, plainly enough, 
'^Jack Smith/' — an innovation on the common practice, which, 
to own the truth, had proceeded from his own obstinacy, and had 
been done in the Tery teeth of the objections of the scribe who had 
forged the papers. But Andrea was still too little of an English 
Scholar to understand the blunder^ and the '^Jack" passed with 
him quite as currently as would ''John,'' ''Edward," or any other 
appellation. As to theWing-^nd-Wing, all was right; thoagh, 
as the words were pointed out and pronounced by both parties^ 
one pertinaciously insisted on calling them " Ving-and Ving/' and 
the other, "Ving-y-Ting." All this evidence had a great tendency 
towards smoothing down every difBculty, and 'Maso Tonti's 
objections were pretty nearly forgotten by both theltalians, when 
the papers were returned to, and pocketed again by, their proper 
owner. 

"Jk was an improbable thing that an enemy, or a corsair, would 
venture into this haven of ours, Yito Yiti^" said the vice-governor, 
in a self-approving manner; "for we have a reputation for being 
vigiiant, and for knowing ourbusiness as well as the authorities 
ofLivorno, orGenova, orNapoIi." 

*' And that too, Signore , with nothing in the world to gain but 
hard knocks and a prison," added tbeCaptain Smeet, with one 
of bis most winning smiles — a smile that even softened the beart 
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of tbe podesti, vhile it so far warmed ihat of bis superior as to 
ioduce him to invite the stranger to share his own frugal supper. 
The iovitatioQ was accepted as frankly as it had been given ; and, 
the table being ready in an adjoining room^ in a few minutes 
11 Capitano Smees and Yito Yiti were sharing the vice^govemor's 
evening meal. 

From tbis moment^ if distrust existed any longer in (he breasts 
of the two functionaries of Porto Ferrajo, it was so eifectually 
smothered as to be known only to themsel?es. The light fare of 
an Italian kitchen and the light wines of Toscany just served to 
strengthen the System , and enliven the spirits ; the conversation 
becoming general and lively, as the business of the moment pro- 
ceeded. At that day tea was known throughont sonthem Europe 
as an ingredient only for the apothecary's keeping; nor was it 
often to be foand annong his stores; and the convives^ used as a 
Substitute, large draughts of the pleasant mountain liquors of the 
adjacent main , which produced an excitement scarcely greater^ 
while it may be questioned if it did as mach injnry to the health. 
The stranger ) however, botheatanddranksparingly; for, while 
he affected to join cordially in the discourse and the business of 
restaratioTif he greatly desired to be at liberty to pursne his own 
designs. 

Andrea Barrofaldi did not let so excellent an opportanity to 
show his acquirements to the podestli go by neglected. He talked 
much of England, itshistory, religion, goTemment, laws, dimate, 
and industry; making frequent appeals to the Capitano Smees 
for the truth of his opinions. In most cases the parties agreed 
surprisingly, for the stranger started with a deliberate intention 
toassent to everything; but even this compliant temper had its 
embarrassmentSy since the Tice-goTemor so put his interrogatories 
as occasionally to give to acquiescence the appearance of disseot. 
The otherClonndered throngh hisdifficulties tolerably well, notwith- 
Standing; and so suceessful was he in particular in flattering 
Andrea's self-loTe by expressions of astonishment that a foreigner 
should anderstand his own country so well — better, indced, in 
many respects than he understood it himself — and that he should 
be 60 familiär with its habits, inslltutions, and geography, that 
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by the tlme the flask was einpticd, the snpcrior fonctionary 
Tvhispered to his inferior, that the stranger manifested so much 
informatioo and good sensc he should not be surprised if he turned 
out, in the long-run, to be some secret agent of the British 
goverDment employed to make philosophical inquiries as to the 
trade and navigation of Italy, vith a view to improve the basiness 
relations between the two conotries. 

'* Von are an admirer of nobility, and a devotee of arlstocracy,** 
added Andrea Barrofaldi , in pursuit of the subject then in band ; 
''if the truth were known , a scion of some noble hoose yourself, 
Sjgnore?" 

''1? — Peste! — I bäte an arlstocrat, Signor Yice-govcrnatore^ 
asidothedevil!" 

This was said just after the freest dranght the stranger had 
taken, and with an unguarded varmth that he himself immediately 
regretted. 

'' This is extraordinary in an Inglese I Ah — I see how it is — « 
you are in the opposizione , and find it necessary to say this. It is 
in est extraordinary , good Yito Yiti , that these loglese are divided 
into two political castes^ that contradict each other in everything. 
If one maintains that an object is white, the other side swears it is 
black ; and so vice versd. Both parties profess to love their country 
better than anything eise; but the one that is out of power abuses 
even power itself nntil it falls into its own hands." 

''This is so much like Giorgio Grondi's course towards me, 
Signore, that I could almost swear he was one of these very 
opposizione I I never approve of a thing that he does not condemn, 
or condemn that he does not approve. Do you confess this much, 
Signor Capitano?'* 

"II vice-governatore knows us better than we know onrselvcs, 
I fear. There is too much trnth in his acconnt of our politics ; but, 
Signore ," rising from his chair , "I now craye your permission to 
look at your town , and to return to my vessel. The darkness has 
come , and discipline must be observed." 

As Andrea Barrofaldi had pretty well exhausted his stores of 
knowledge, no Opposition was made; and, retuming his thanks, 
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the stranger took his departure , leaving the two fanctionaries (o 
discuss his appearance aud character over the remainder of the 
fiask. 

CHAPTER III. 

*^ There *s Jonathan , ihat lucky lad , 
¥rho knows it from the root, Sir; — 
He suGks in all that 'a to be had , 
And alwaya trades forboot, Sir." 

14,763r<f verae of Yankee DoodU. 

\\» Capitano Smbet was not sorry (o get out of the govero- 
inent-house — palazzo, as some of the simple people of Elba 
called the nnambitious dwelling. He had been well badgered by 
the perseverlDg eruditioQ of the vice-govcroor; and, storcd as he 
was with nautical anecdotes, and a tolerable personal acquaintance 
with sundry sea-purts , for any ezpected occasion uf this sort, he 
had Dcver anticipated a conversation which would aspire so high as 
the instilotions , religion, and laws of his adopted couDtry. Had 
the worlhy Andrea heard the numberless maledictions that the 
stranger mnttered between his leeth as faie left the house, it would 
bave shocked all his sensibilities, if it did not revive his suspicions. 

It was now night; but a starry, calm, volnptuons evening, 
such as is familiär to those who are acquainted with the Mediter- 
ranean and its shores. There was scarcely a breath of wind, though 
the cool air , which appeared to be a gentle respiration of the sca, 
induced a few idiers still to linger on the heights , wherc was a 
considerable extent of land that might serve for a promenade. 
Alottg this walk the mariner proceeded, undetermined, for the 
nioment, what to do nezt. He had scarcely got into the open 
Space, however, before a female, with her form closely en* 
veloped In a mantle , brushed near him , anxiously gazing into his 
face. Her motions were too quick and sudden for him to obtain a 
look in retnrn; but, perceiving that she held her way along the 
heights, beyond the spot most frequenled by the idiers, he foU 
lowed until she stopped. 

**GhitaI" Said the young man, In a tone of delight, when he 
had got near enough to the female to recognise a face and form she 
na longer attempted to conceal ; V this is being fortunate , indeed, 
The Jack O^Lantem. 3 
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and saves a yast deal of trouble. A thousand thousand thanks, 
dearest Ghita , for this one act of kindness. I might have brought 
trouble on you, as well as on myself, in striving to find your re- 
sldence." 

**It is for that reasoD, Raoal^ tbat I bave veDtured so niuch 
more than is becoming in my sex , to meet you. A thousand eyes, 
in Ibis gossiping little town, are on your lugger at this moment, 
and be certain they will also be on its captain , as soon as it is 
known that he bas landed. I fear you do not know for what you 
and your pcople are suspected , at this very instant! " 

'* For nothing discreditable, Ibope, dear Ghita, ifitbeonly 
not to disbononr your friends." 

**Many think, and say, you are Frencbmen, and that the 
English flag is only a disguise." 

**If that be all, ve must bear tbe infamy," answered Raoul 
Yvard, laughing. **Why this is just what we are, to a man, a 
Single American excepted ; who is an excellent fellow to make out 
British commissions , and help us to a little English when barder 
pushed than common ; and why should we be offended, if the good 
iohabitants of Porto Ferrajo take us for what we are ! " 

** Not offended, Raoul, but endangered. If tbe vice*governor 
gets this notion , he will order the batteries to fire upon you , and 
will destroy you as an enemy." 

** Not he , Ghita. He is too fond of le Capitaine Smeet, to do 
so cruel a thing; and then be must shift all bis guns before they 
will hurt *LeFeu-FoIlet' where she lies. I never leave my little 
Jack 0* Lantern witbin reach of an enemy's band. Look here, 
Ghita, you can sce her through this opening in the houses, — 
that dark spot on the bay there, — and you will perceive thatno 
gun from any battery in Porto Ferrajo can as much as frighten, 
much less härm her." 

**I know her position, Raoul, and understood why you an- 
chored in that spot. I knew, or thought I kncw you, from the 
first moment you came in piain sight; and so long as you remained 
outside, I was not sorry to look on so old a friend — nay I will go 
farlher , and say I rejoiced, for it seemed to me you passed so near 
the Island just to let some whom you kuew to be od it undersland 
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yott had not forgotlen them; bot wfaen yoa eame into the bay I 
thonghtyoumad!" 

**Mad I should have been, dearest Gbita , had I livedlooger 
vithont seeiog yoa. Whatare tbese intWr<i6/e«of£lbans, thati 
shoald fear them ! They have oo cmiser — only a few feluccas, all 
of which are not worth the trouble of burniDg. Let them but point 
a fioger at us , and we will tow their Aastrian polacre oat into tha 
bay y and burn her before their eyes. Le Fen-FoUet deserves her 
name; she is here, there, and everywbere before her enemies 
suspect her." 

'*But her enemies suspect her now, and you cannot be too 
cautious. My heart was in my throat a dozen times , while the 
batteries were firing at you this evening." 

**And what härm did they? — theycost the Grand Duke two 
cartridges, and two shot, withont even changing the lugger's 
course! You have seen too much of these things, Ghita, to be 
alarmed by smoke and noise." 

**I have seen enough of these things, Baoul, to know that a 
heavy shot, fired from these heights, wonld have gone through 
yourlittleFeu-Follet, and, Coming out under water, would have 
sunk you to the bottom of the Mediterranean ! " 

**We should have had our boats^ then," answered Raoul 
Yvard , with an indifference that was not affected , for reckless 
daring was bis vice rather than bis virtue ; **besides , a shot must 
tirst hit before it can barm, as the fish must be taken before it can 
be cooked. But enough of this , Ghita ; I get quite enough of shot, 
andships, andsinkingsineverydaylife, and, now I have at last 
found this blessed moment, we will not throw away the oppor- 
tunity by talking of such matters." 

**Nay, Raoul, I can thinkof nothing eise, and therefore can 
talk of nothing eise. Suppose the vice-governor should suddenly 
take it into bis head to send a party of soldiers to Le Feu-Follet 
with Orders to seize her, — what would then be your Situation? " 

**Let him; and I wouid send a boat's crew to bis palazzo, 
here ," (the conversation was in French, which Ghita spoke fluent-- 
ly , though with an Italian accent, ) ** and take him on a cruise af- 
ter the English and bis beloved Austrians ! Bah ! the idea will not 
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cross his eoDSÜtational braio , and there is little use fo talking 
aboutit. In the moraing, I will send my prime minister, mon 
Barras, monCaraot^ monCambac^res, monlthuelBolt, tocon- 
Tcrse with him on politics and religion." 

*' Religion," repeated Ghita, in a saddened tone; *Uhe less 
you say on that boly subject , RaonI , the better I sball like it , and 
the better it will be for yourself, in the end. The State of your 
country makes yonr want of religion matter of regret, rather than 
of accosation ; but it is none the less a dreadful evil." 

'*WeU, then," resumed the sailor, who feit that he had 
touched a dangerous ground , '* we will talk of other things. Even 
supposing we are taken^ what great evil have we to apprehecd? 
We are honest corsairs, duly commissioned, and acting under 
the protection of the French Republic, one and undivided, and 
can but be made prisoners of war. That is a fortune which has 
once befallen me, and no greater calamity foUowed than my having 
to call myseif * le Capitaine Smeet / and finding out the means of 
mystifying le vice-govematore.'' 

Ghita laughed, in spite of the fears she entertained ; for it was 
one of the most powerful of the agencies the sailor employed in 
making others converts to his opinions, to cause them to sympa- 
thize with his light-hearted gaiety, whether it suited their natural 
temperaments or not. She knew that Raoul had already been a 
prisoner in England two years, where, as he himself often said, 
he stayed just long enough to acquire a very respectable acquaint- 
ance with the langnage, if not with the institutions, manners, 
and religion , when he made his escape , aided by the American 
called Ithuel Bolt, an impressed seaman of the Republic, who, 
fnlly entering into all the plans imagined by his more enterprising 
friend and fellow-sufferer, had cheerfuUy enlisted in the execu- 
tion of his future schemes of rerenge. States , like powerful in- 
dividuals in private life, osually feel themselves too strong to allow 
any eonsiderations of the direct consequences of departures from 
the right to influence their policy ; and a nation is apt to faney ils 
power of such a character as to despise all worldly amends, white 
its moral responsibility is divided among too many to make it a 
matter of mach moral concemment to its particular citixens* 
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Ne?erthele8S , the truth will shov that none are so low bot they 
may become dangerous to the highesi; and even powerful com- 
munities seldom fall to meet with their panishment for every de- 
parture from justice. It wonld seem, iodeed, tbat a priociple 
pcrvades natare which renders it impossible for man to escape tbe 
coDseqaences of bis own evÜ deeds, even in this life; as if God 
had decreed tbe universal predominance of tmtb» and tbe never- 
failing downfall of falsebood , from tbe beginning; tbe success of 
wrong being ever temporary^ wbile tbe triampb of tbe rigbt is 
etemal. To apply tbese consoling consideratlons to tbe matter 
more immediately before ns: tbe practica of impressment, in its 
day, raised a feeling among tbe seamen of other nations, as well 
as, infact^ among tboseofGreatBritainberself, wbich probably 
bas had as mach effect in destroying tbe prestige of her nantical 
iovincibility, snpported, as was tbat prestige , by a vast existiog 
force, as any other one caase wbatCTer. It was necessary to wil- 
ness the feeling of hatred and resentment which was raised by tbe 
practica of this despotic power , more especially among those who 
feit that their foreign birth onght at least to have assnred them im- 
punity from the abäse» in order folly to appreciate wbat.might so 
readily become its conseqnences. Itbuel Bolt, the Seaman just 
mentioned, wasaproof, inasmallway, ofthe barm which even 
an insignificant individaal can effect when bis mind is fully and 
wholly bcnt on revenge. Ghita knew bim well ; and allhough she 
little liked either bis character or bis appearance, she had often 
been obliged to smile at the narrative of the deceptionshe practised 
on the Englishy and ofthe thoosand low inventions he had devised 
to do them iojury. She was not slow, now, to imagine that bis 
ageocy had not been trifling in carrying on the present frand. 

**Yoa do not openly call yonr lugger Le Feu-Follet , Raool, 
she answered , after a minute's pause; '* that wonld he a danger- 
ous name to utter , even in Porto Ferrajo. It is not a week since I 
heard a mariner dwelling on her misdeeds , and the reasons which 
all good Italians have to detest her. It is fortunate that tbe man is 
away , or he could not fail to know you." 

** Of tbat I am not so certain , Ghita. We alter our paint oftent 
and at need can alter our rig. You may be certain, bowever, that 
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vre hide our Jack o' LaDtern , and sail ander another name. The 
lagger, now sbe is in the English servlee, is calied the 'Ying- 
and-Ving."' 

**I heard the answer given to the hail from the shore, butit 
sounded different from this." 

*'Non — ying-and-Ying. Ithnel answered for us, and you 
niay be sure he can speak bis own tongne. Ying-and-Ying is the 
Word , and he pronounces it as I do." 

'*Ying-y-Ying!" repeated Ghita, in her pretty Italian tones, 
dropping natarally into the vice-govemor's fault ofpronuncialion 
— it is an odd name , and I like it less than Feu-Follet.*' 

" I wish , dearest Ghita , I conld persoade you to like the name 
ofYvard/' rejoined theyoungman, in a half-reproacbful , half- 
tender, manner, ''and Ishouldcare nothing for anyotber. You 
accuse me of disrespect for priests ; but no son could ever kneel to 
a father for bis blessing half so readilyor half so devoutly as I could 
kneel with thee bcfore any friar in Italy, to receive that nuptial 
benediction which I bare so often asked atyourband, butvbich 
you bare so constantly and so cruelly refused." 

'*I am afraid the name would not then be Feu-Follet, but 
Ghita-Folie," Said the girl, laughing, though she feit a bitter 
pang at the heart which cost her an effort to control; ** no more of 
this now, RaoQl; we may be observed, and watched; it is ne- 
cessary that we separate." 

A hurried conversation , of more interest to the youog couple 
themselves than it would prove to the reader, though it might not 
haTO been wholly without to the latter, bat which it would be pre- 
mature to relate, now followed , when Ghita left Raoul on the hill, 
insisting that she knew the town too well to have any apprehen« 
sions about threadiog its narrow and steep streets at any hour by 
berself. This mach , in sooth , must be said in favour of Andrea 
Barrofaldi's administration of justice; he had made it safe for tlie 
gentle, thefeeble, and the poor, equally, to move about the Is- 
land by day or by night; it seldom happening that so great an 
enemy to peace and tranquillity appeared among bis slmle depcn- 
dents as was the fact at this precise moment. 

In the meantime^ there was not quite so much tranquillity ta 
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Porto Ferrajo as the profouncl sileoce which reigned in Che place 
might have induced a straoger to iinagine. Tommaso Tonti was a 
man of influence withio bis sphere, as wellaslheyice-gOTernor; 
and baving parted from Yito Yiti, as has been related , he sought 
the iillle cUentelle of padroni and piloti , who were in the habit of 
lislening to bis opinions as if they were oracics. The usual place 
of resort of this set, afler dark, was a certain house kept by a 
widow of the name of Benedctta Galopo, the uscs of which were 
plainly eoough indicated by a small bush which hang dangling 
from a short pole fastened above the door. If Benedetta knew 
anything of the proverb, that **Good wine needs nobush," she 
had not snlBcient faith in the contents of her own casks to trust 
thcir reputation ; for this bash of hers was as regularly renewed as 
its withering leaves required. Indeed, it was a common remark 
among her customers, that her bush was always as fresh asher 
face , and that the latter was one of the most comelj that was to be 
met with on the Island; a circumstance which aided much indif- 
ferent wine in finding a market. Benedetta bore a reasonably 
good name ; neverlheless , though it was oftener feit perhaps than 
said, she was a confirmed coquette. She tolerated 'Maso , prin- 
cipally on two accounts; because, if he were old and unattractive 
in bis own person , many of bis followers were amongst the smart- 
est scamen of the port, and because he not only drank bis fall 
Proportion , bat paid with punctnality. These inducements ren- 
dered the pilot always a welcome gaest at La Santa Maria degli 
Yenti, as the hoase was called , though it had no other sign than 
the often-renewed bash already mentioned. 

At the very moment, then, when Raoal Yvard and Ghita 
parted on the hill , 'Maso was seated in bis usual place at the table 
in Bciiedetta's upper room , the Windows of which commanded as 
füll a View of the lugger as the hour permitted ; that craft being 
anchored about a cable's length distant, and^ as a sailor might 
have expressed it, just abeam. On this occasion he had selected 
the Upper room, and but three companions^ because it was his 
wish that as few should enter into his counsels as at all comported 
with the love of homage to his own experience. The party had 
been assembled a quarter of an hour, and there had beea time to 
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cause the tide to ebb materialiyio the flaskwhicb» Hmaybewelf 
to teil the reader at once^ contained very little less than half a 
gallon of liquor , such as it was. 

**I have told it all to the podestä/* said 'Maso, with anim- 
portant manner» as he put down bis glass after potatfon the se- 
cood, which quite equalled potatioD the first inquantity; ^'yes, 
I have told it all to Yito Viti, and no doubt he has told it to II 
SIgDor Yice-governatore , who now knows as much about the 
whole matter as eitber of us four. Cospetto! to think such a 
thing darc happen in a haven like Porto Ferrajo ! Had it come to 
pass over on the other side of the Island, at Porto Longone, one 
wouldn't think so much of it, for they are never much on the 
look-out; but, to take place here , in the very capitalof Elba, I 
should as soon have expected it in Livorno ! '* 

*^But, 'Maso," put in Daniele Bruno, in the manner of one 
who was a little sceptical, **I have often seen thepavilion ofthe 
Inglese , and this is as much like that which all thcir frigates and 
corvetles wear, as one of our feluccas is like another. The flag» 
atleast, isright." 

'*What signifies a flag, Daniele, when a Frencb band can 
boist an English ensign as easily as the king of Inghilterra hlm- 
self ? If that lugger was not built by the Francese you were not 
built by an Italian falber and mother. But , I should not think so 
much of the bull , for that may have been captured , as the Eng- 
lish take raany of their enemies on the high seas ; but look at the 
rigging and sails — Santa Maria ! I could go to the shop of the 
very sail-maker in Marseilles who made that foresail ! His name 
is Pierre Benoit, and a very good workman he is, as all will 
allow who have had occasion to employ bim." 

This particttlarity greatly aided the argument; common minds 
being seldom above yielding to the ctrcumstances which are so 
often made to corroborate imaginary facts. Tommaso Tonti, 
though so near the truth as to his main point — the character of the 
Tisitor — was siogularly out as to the sail notwithstanding ; Le 
Feu-Follet having been bullt , equipped , and manned at Nantes, 
aod Pierre Benoit never having seen her or her foresail eitber; 
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but, it mattered DOt in the waj of discusslon and assertion, one 
sail-inaker being aa good as another , provided he was French. 

**And have you mentioned this to the podestä?" inquired 
Beuedetta, who atood withtheemptfflaskinherhand, listening 
to the discoorse; *'I should think that sail wonid open bis eyes." 

**I cannot say I have; bat then I told bim so many other 
things , more to the point, that he cannot do less than believe this 
wben he bears it. Signor Yiti promised to meet me here, after 
he has had a conversation with the vice-gorernor; and we inay 
now expect him every minute/' 

**I1 Signor Podestä will be welcome," said Benedetta , wiping 
off a spare table, and bnstling round the room to make things 
look a little smarter than they ordinarily did; **be may frequent 
grander wine-bonses than this, but he will hardly tind better 
•liquor." 

*'Poverina ! — Don't think that the podestä comes here on any 
such errand; he comes to meet me;* answered 'Maso, with an 
iudulgent smile: **he takes bis wine too oilen on the heights to 
wish to come as low as this after a glass. Friends of mine (amid 
mieij^ there is wine up at that bouse which , when the oil is once 
out of the neck of the flask,* goes down a man*s throat as smoothly 
as if it were all oil itself ! I could drink a flask^of it without once 
stoppiog to take breatb. It is that liquor which makes the nobles 
so light and airy." 

"I know the washy stuff," put in Benedetta, with more 
warmth than sbe was used to betray to her customers ; ** well may 
you call it smooth, a good spring running near each of the wioe- 
presses which have made it* I have seen some of it that even oil 
would not floaten!" 

Tbis assertion was a fair counterpoise to that of the sail , bcing 
about as true. Bat Benedetta had too much experience in the 
ioconstancy of men , not to be aware that if the three or four cus«* 
tomers who were present sbould seriously take up the notion that 
the Island contained any better liquor than that sbe habitually 
placed before them, her value might be sensibly diminished in 



* It is a practiee in Tuscany to pnt a few drops of oil in the neck of 
cach flask of the more delicate wines, to exdude the air. 
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their eyes. As became a woman who had to struggle siogly with 
tbe World, too« her native shrewduess taught her that the best 
moment to refute a calumny was to stop Ü as soon as it began (o 
circulale, and her answer was as warm in manner as it was posi- 
tive in terms. Tliis was an exccllent opening for an animated dis- 
cussion , and one would have been very likely to occur had there 
uot fortunately been Steps heard without, which induced 'Maso 
to eipect the podeslä. Sureenough, the door opened , andVito 
Yiti appcared, followed, to the astouishment of all Ihe guesls, 
and to the absolute awe of Benedetta, by the vice-governor 
himself. 

The Solution of this unexpected visit is very easily given. After 
the departure of the Capitano Smees , Yito Yili returncd to the 
subjcct of 'Maso's suspicions , and by suggesting certain little cir- 
cumstauces in themariner's manner which he had noted during fhe 
iuteniew, he so far succeeded in makiug an impressionon himself, 
that, intheend, hisown distrust revived, and with it (hat of (he 
deputy-goveruor. Neither, however, could be said to be more thau 
uneasy, and the potestk happening tomention hisappointmentwi(h 
the pilot, Andrea determiued to accompany him inordertore- 
connoitre the stränge craft in persou. Both the functionaries worc 
their cloaks, by no means an unusualthing in the cool night air 
of the coast, e\'en in midsummer, which served them for all the 
disguise that circumstances required. 

**I1 Signor Yice-govematore!" almost gasped Benedetta, 
dustitig a chair, and then the table, and disposing of the former 
near the latter by a sort of mechanical process , as if only one 
errand could ever bring a guest within her doors; ''your eccellenza 
is most welcome ; and it is an honour I could ofteuer ask. We 
are humble people , down here at the water-side ; but I hope we 
are just as good Christians as If we lived upon the hill." 

**Doubtitnot, worthy Bettina —" 

**My name is Benedetta, at your eccellenza's command — 
Benedeitina, ifitpleasethevice-governor; but not Bettina. We 
thiak much of our names down here at the water-side, eccellenza." 

**Let it be so, then, good Benedetta, and I make no doobt 
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you are excelieot CbristiaDS« — A flask of yoar wiue , if it be con- 
venient." 

The woman dropped acurtsy ihat was füll of gratilude; and 
the glaoce of triumph which sbe cast at her olher guests may be 
Said to bave terminated the discussioDthatwas about to commence 
as the digoitaries appeared. It disposed of the question of the 
wioe at once, and for eyer silenced ca\illlog. If the vice-goveroor 
could drink her liquor, what mariner would henceforth dare ca- 
lamniate it? 

**£ccellenza, withatbousandwelcomes,*' BenedcUa conlinued, 
as she placed the flask on the table, alter baving carefully 
removed the cotton and the oil \i'ilh her own plump band ; this 
being one of half>a-dozen flasks of really sound, well-flavoured, 
Tuscan liquor which she kept for especial occasions ; as she well 
might, the cost being only a paul, or ten cents, for nearly half a 
gallon; **£ccellenza, a milliou times welcome. This is an honour 
that don't befall the Santa Maria degli Yenti more than once in a 
Century; and you, too, Signor Podestä, once before, only, 
bave you ever had leisure to darken my poor door/' 

'* We bachelors" — the podestä, as well as the vice>governor, 
belonged to the fraternity — ** we bachelors are afraid to trust our- 
selves too oflen in the Company of sprightly widows, like yourself, 
whose beauty has rather improved than lessened by a few years." 

This brought a coquettish answer, during wbich time Andrea 
Barrofaldi, baving first satisGed himself that the wine might be 
swallowed with impunity, was occupied in snr^'eyiDg the parly of 
silent and humble mariners who were seated at the other lable» 
His object was to ascerlain how far he might have commilted him- 
self, by appearing in such a place, when his visit could not well 
be attributed to more than one motive» 'Maso he knew, as the 
oldest pilot of the place, and he had also some knowledge of 
Daniele Bruno , but the three other seamen were strangers to bim. 

' ' Inquire if we are among friends here , and worthy subjects of 
the Grand Duke, all ; " observed Andrea to Yito Yiti in a low voicc. 

**Thouhearest, 'Maso," observed the podestä ; **canstthou 
answer for all of thy companions?" 

^'Eyeryoneof them, SIgnore; this is Daniele Bruno , whose 
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falber was killed in a batlle with Ibe Algerines , and whose mother 
was the daughter of a mariner as well known in Elba as — " 

*'Never mind tbe particnlars, Tommaso Tonti ," Interrupted 
the vice-govemor ; ** it is snIBcient that thou knowest all tby com« 
panions to be honest men and faithful servants of the sovrano» 
You all know most probablj the errand which has brought the 
Signor Yiti and myself to this house to-night?'* 

The men lookedateach other, as the ilMnstruQted are apt to 
do when it becomes necessary to ans wer a question that concerns 
many ; assisting the workings of their minds, as it might be, with 
the aid of the senses; and then Daniele Bruno took on himself the 
Office ofspokesman. 

** Signore , vostra cccellenza , we think we do ," answcred (he 
man. *'Our fellow 'Maso here, has given us to understand that 
he suspects the Inglese which is anchored in the bay to be no In- 
glese at all, but either a pirate or a Frenchman. The blessed Maria 
preserve us ! but in these troubled times it does not make much 
difference which." 

**I will not say as much as that, friend , for one would be an 
outcast among all people , while the other would have the rights 
which shicld the servants of civilized nations;" returned the scru- 
pulous and just-minded functionary. **The time was when His 
Imperial Majesty, theemperor, and his iJlustrious brother, our 
Sovereign , the Grand Duke , did not allow that the republican 
govemment of France was a lawful govemmeot; but the fortune of 
war removed his scruples , and a treaty of peace has allowed the 
contrary. Since the late alliance it is our dnty to consider all 
Frenchmen as enemies , though it by no means follows that we are 
to consider them as pirates." 

**But their corsairs seize all our craft, Signore, and treat 
their people as if they were no better than dogs: then, they teil 
me that they are not Christians — no, not even Luterani, or 
hercticsl" 

**That religion does not flourish among them Is tme," an* 
swered Andrea , who loved so well to discourse on such subjects 
that he would baye stopped to reason on religion or manners with 
the bcggar (o wbom hegave a pittance, did he only meet with en- 
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couragement; **but it is not so bad in France , on tbis important 
faead , as it has becn ; and we may bope that there will be furtber 
improvement in due timc." 

**But, SignorVice-governatore," pntin'Maso, **tbesepeople 
bave treated the Holy Fatber and bis States in a way tbat one wouid 
not treat an Infidel or a Turk ! " 

**Ay» tbat is it, Signori," observed Benedetta; **a poor 
vornan cannot go to mass witbout baving ber mind disturbed by 
the tbougbts of tbe wrongs done tbe Head of tbe Cburcb. Had 
these things come from Luterani it migbt bave been borne, but 
they say tbe Francese were once all good Catbolics ! " 

**So were tbe Luterani, bella Benedetta, to tbeir cbief scbis« 
matic and leader, tbe German monk bimself." 

Tbis piece of information caused great surprise , even tbe po- 
destk bimself tuming an inquiring glance at bis superior, as mucb 
as to acknoviedge bis own wonder tbat a Protestant sbould ever 
bave been anytbing but a Protestant — or rather, a Lutberan, any- 
thing but a Lutberan — tbe word Protestant being too significant 
to be in farour among tbose wbo deny there were any just grounds 
for a Protest at all. Tbat Luther bad ever been a Romanist was 
perfectly wonderful , even in the eyes of Yito Yiti. 

**Signore, you would hardly mislead these honest people^ in 
a matter as grave as tbis ! " exciaimed the podestä. 

**I do but teil you truth; and one of these days you sball bear 
tbe wbole story , neighbour Yiti. 'T is worlb an bour of leisure to 
any man , and is very consoling and useful to a Christian. But 
wbo bave you below, Benedetta? I bear steps on the stairs , and 
wish not to be seen." 

The widow stepped promptly forward to meet her new guesls, 
and to show them into a commoner room below stairs , wben ber 
movement was anticipated by the door's opening,and aman stand- 
ing on tbe threshold. It was now too late to prevent the intrusion, 
and a little surprise at the appearance of the new comer held all 
mute and observant for a miuute. 

The person wbo had followed bis ears and ihus reached the 
sanclum sanctorum of Benedetta, was no other than Ithuel Boit, 
tbe American seaman » already named in the earlier part of ihis 
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cfaapter. He was backed by a Genoese , vho had come in the 
double capacity of Interpreter and boon companion. That tbe 
reader may the better understand the eharacter he has to deal with, 
bowever, it may be necessary to digress, by giYing a short account 
of the history, appearaoce, and peculiarities of the former in* 
dividual." 

IthuelBolt was a Dative ofwbat, in the United States, iscalled 
the Granite State. Notwithstanding he was not absolutely made 
of the slone in question , there was an absence of the ordinary 
Symptoms of natural feelingabonthim, whichhad induced many 
of bis French acquaintances in particular to affirm that there was a 
good deal more of marble in bis moral temperament, at least, 
thao usually feil to the lot of human beings. He had the outline 
of a good frame, but it was miserably deOcient in the fillingup. 
The hone predominated ; the sinews came next in consideration ; 
nor was the man without a proper share of muscle; but this last 
was so disposed of as to present nothing but angles , whichever 
way he was viewed. Even bis thumbs and fingers were nearer 
Square than round , and bis very neck , which was bare, though a 
black silk kerchief was tied loosely round the throat, had a sort of 
pentagon look about it , that deOed all symmetry or grace. His 
stalure was just six feet and an inch, when he straightcned himself ; 
as he did from time to time, seemingly with a desire to relieve a 
very inveterate stoop in his Shoulders, though it was an inch or two 
less in the position he most affected. His hair was dark , and bis 
skin had got several coats of confirmed brown on it , by exposure, 
though originally rather fair , while the features were good , the 
forehead being broad and füll, and the mouth positively handsome. 
This Singular countenance was illuminated by two keen , restless, 
whitisheyes, which resembled, notspotson thesun, but rather 
suns on a spot« 

Ithuel had gone through all theordinaryvicissitudesof an Ame- 
rican life , beneath tbose pursuits which are commonly thonght to 
be confined to the class of gentlemen. He had been farmer's boy, 
printer's devil, scboolmaster, stage-driver and tin-pedlar, before 
he over saw the sea. In the way of what he called ** chores ," too, 
be had practised all tbe known devices of rustic domestic ecouomy ; 
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haying assfsted even in the vasbing and hoase-cleaning , besides 
having passed the evenings of an entire winter in making brooms. 
Itbuel had reacbed bis thirtieth year before he dreamed of 
going to sea. An accident, then, put preferment in this form 
before bis eyes, and he engaged aa the mate of a small coaster on 
his very first voyage. Fortunately, the master never found out his 
deGciencies » for Itbuel had a self-possessed , conGdent way with 
him vhich prevented discovery , untii they were outside of the port 
froni which they sailed , vhen the former was knocked overboard 
by themain boom and drowned. Most men, so circumstanced, 
would have returned ; but Bolt never iaid his band to the plough 
and looked back. Besides, one course was quite as easy to him 
as another. Whatever he ondertook he nsaally completed in some 
fashion or other; though it were often much better had it never 
been attempted. Fortunately it was sammer, the wind was fair, 
and the crew wanted little ordering; and as it was quite a matter of 
course to steer in the right direction until the schooner was carried 
safely into her proper port, she arrived safely ; her people swear- 
ing that the new mate was the easiest and cleverest oS^cbt they had 
ever saUed with. And well they might, for Itbuel took care not to 
issue an order until he had heard it sugges.ted in terms by one of 
thehands, and then he never failed to repeat it, word for word, 
as if it were a Suggestion of his own. As for the reputation of 
** cleverest" offleer , which he so easily obtained, It will bo under- 
stood , of course , that the term was used in the proviocial signi- 
fication that is so common in the part of the world from which 
Itbuel came. He was '* clever" in this sense, precisely in Pro- 
portion as he was Ignorant. His success on this occasion gained 
him friends, and he was immediately sent out again as the regulär 
master of the craft in which he had so unexpectedly received his 
promotion. He now threw all the duty on the mate ; but so ready 
was he in acquiring, that, by the end of six months, he was a 
much better sailor than most Europeans would have made in three 
years. As the pitcher that goes too often to the well is finally bro- 
ken , so did Ithuel meet with shipwreck at last, in consequence of 
gross ignorance on the subject of navigation. This induced him to 
trya long voyage, Ina more subordinate Situation, until, in the 
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course of Üme, he was Impressed by the Commander of an English 
frigate , who had lost so many of bis men by the yellow fever, that 
he seized upon all he could lay bis bands on to supply tbeir places, 
even Iihael being aceeptable in such a strait. 

CHAPTER IV. 

Tbe ship is bere put in , 

A Veronese; Michael Gassio, 

Lieutenant lo the warlilie Moor Othello, 

Is come on shore. Othello, 

The glance which Ithnel cast aronnd bim was brief , bat com- 
prebensive. He saw that two of the party in the room were much 
superior to the other fonr, and that the last were common Medi- 
terranean mariners. The position which Benedetta occupied in the 
boüsehold conid not be mistaken , for she prociaimed herseif its 
mistress by her very air; whether it were in the Upper or in tbe 
lower room. 

** Vino/' Said Ithuel , with a flourish of the band to belp along 
bis Italian; this and one or two more being the only words of the 
language be ventured to use directly, or witbout calling in tbe 
assistanceof bis Interpreter; **vino — vino, vino, Signora." 

**S1, sl, sl, Signore," answered Benedetta, laughtng, and 
this with her meaning eyes so keenly riveted on the person of her 
new guest, as to make it very questionable whether she were 
amused by anytbing but bis appearanee ; *'your eccellenza sball be 
served ; but whether at a paul or a half-paul the flask depends on 
your own pleasure. Wekeepwineatbothprices, and," glancing 
towards the table of Andrea Barrofaldi , **usually serve the first to 
signori of rank and distinction." 

'*What does tbe woman say?" growied Ithuel to bis Inter- 
preter, a Genoese, who from having served several years in tbe 
British navy spoke English with a very tolerable facility; **you 
know what wc want, and just teil her to band it over, and I will 
fork out her St. Paul witbout more words. What a desperate llkhig 
your folks have for saints, Philip-o!" for so Ithuel pronounced 
Filippo, the name ofbis companion — ''what a desperate liking 
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jonr folks have for saiots , Philip-o , that they must even call thef r 
moneyaftertbem!" 

*'It not 80 in America, Signor Bolto?" asked the Genoese, 
ailer he had explained bis wishes to Benedetta, in Italian ; **it not 
ze fashion in yonr country to honour ze saints? " 

'^Honoar the saints!" repeated Ithnel, looking cnrionsly 
aroand him, as he took a seat atathird table, shoving aside the 
glasses at the same time, and otherwise disposing of everything 
within reach of bis band so as to suit bis own notions of order; and 
then Icaning back on bis chair nntil the two ends of the nprights 
dog into the plaster behind him , vhile the legs on ivhich the fabric 
was poised cracked vith bis weight; ** honour the saints! we 
should be mnch more like to dishonour them ! What does any one 
vant to bononr a saint for? A saint is but a human — a man like 
you and me, after all the fuss you make about 'em. — Saints 
abonnd in my country, if you 'd believe people's account of them- 
selves." 

**Not quite so, Signor Bolto. You and me no great saint. 
Ilallan honour saint because he boly and good." 

By this time Itbuel had got bis two feet on the round of bis 
seat , bis knees spread so as to occupy as much space as an un- 
usual lengih of leg would permit, and bis arms extended on the 
tops of two chairs , one on each side of bim , in a way to resemble 
what is termed a spread-eagle. 

Andrea Barrofaldi regarded all this with wonder. It is true , he 
expccted to meet with no great refinement in a wine-house like that 
of Benedetta; but he was unaccustomed to see such nonchalance 
of manner in a man of the stranger's class, or, indeed, of any 
dass; the Italian mariners present occupying their chairs in simple 
and respectfiil attitudes , as if each man had the wish to be as little 
obtrusive as possible. Still he let no sign of bis surprise escape 
him , noting all which passed in a grave but attentive silence. Per- 
haps he saw traces of national pecnliarities , if not of national bis- 
tory, in the drcumstances. 

** Honour saint because he boly and goodi" saidlthnel, with 
a very ill-concealed disdain — '*why, that is the very reason why 
we dorCt honour 'em. When you honour a boly man, mankind 
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may coDsait yoa to do it on that very account, and so Call into the 
notion yon worship him^ ^hich wonld be idolatry, the awfullest 
of all sins, and the one to which every ra'al Christian gives the 
videst bairth. I woald rayther vorship this flask of wine , any day, 
than worship the best saint on your parson's books." 

As Filippo vas no casnist, but merely a believer, and Ithuel 
applied the end of the flask to bis mouth at that moment, from an 
old habit of drlnking out of jugs and bottles , the Genoese raade no 
answer; keeping bis eyes on the flask, which, by the length of 
time it remained at the other's mooth, appeared to be in great 
danger of being exhaosted, ~ a matter of some moment to one of 
bis own relish for the liqnor. 

«Do yon call this wine?" exclaimed Ithuel, when he stopped, 
literally to take breath; ^'there isn't as much tme granite in a 
gallon on 't , as in a pint of our eider. I conld swallow a butt , and 
then walk a plank as narrow as your religion , Philip-o ! " 

This was Said, nevertbeless , withalookof happiness, which 
proved how mach the inward man was consoled by what it had 
received, and a richness of ezpression about the handsome mouth, 
which denoted asort of eoDSCiousness that it had been the Channel 
of a most agreeable communication to the stomach. Sooth to say, 
Benedetta had brought up a flask at a paul , or at about four Cents a 
bettle, — a flask of the very quallty which she had put before the 
vice-govemor; and this was a liquOr which flowed so smoothly 
pver the palate , and of a qnality so really delicate, that Ithuel was 
by no means aware of the poteney of the guest which he had ad- 
mitted to bis interior. 

All this time the TÜse-gOYemor was making up bis mind con- 
cerning the nation and charaeter of the stranger. That he should 
mistake Bolt for an Englishman was natural enough, and the fact 
had an influenee in again nnsettling bis opinion as to the real flag 
under which the lugger sailed. Like most Italians of that day, he 
regarded all the families of the northem hordes as a species of 
barbarians, — an opinion that the air and deportment of Ithuel had 
no direct agency in chauging; for while this Singular being was not 
brawliogly rüde and vulgär, like the coarser set of bis own country- 
men withwhom he had occasionally becn brought in contact, he 
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was 80 raanifesUj ancivilized in maoy material poiots as to put bis 
Claim to geDtilily inuch beyond a cavil, aud that in a negative way. 

** You are a Geooese?" said Andrea to Filippo, spealiing vitb 
tbe auibority of one wbo bad a rigbt to question. 

^'Signore , I am , at your eccellenza's Orders , thougb io foreign 
scnice at tbis present moment/' 

* ' In wbat Service^ friend ? I am in autbority bore in Elba , and 
ask no more tban is my duty." 

*'KcceIIeuza, I can well believe Ibis," answered Filippo, rising 
and making a respectful salutation , and one, too, tbatwaswitb- 
out any of tbe awkwardness of tbe same act in a more nortbern 
man , *' as it is to be seen in your appearance. I am now in tbe 
senice of tbe King of England." 

Filippo said tbis steadily, tbougb bis eyes dropped to tbe floor 
under tbe searcbing scrutiny (bey endured. The answer of tbe vice- 
governor was delivered coolly, thougb it was much to tbe point. 

*^ You are bappy," he said, **in getliog so bonourable a master ; 
more especially as your own country bas again fallen into tbe bands 
of the Frencb. Every Italian beart mnst yearn for a governmeut 
tbat bas its existence an its moti?es on tbis side of tbe Alps." 

" Signore , we are a republic to-day, and ever bave been , you 
know." 

*' Ay, such as it is« But your companion speaks no Italian , — 
heisaninglese?" 

'* No , Signore , an Americano : a sort of an Inglese , and yet no 
Inglese afler all. He Iotos England very little , if I can judge by bis 
discourse." 

**Un' Americano!" repeated Andrea Barrofaldi; *'Ameri- 
cano!" exclaimed Tito Yiti; ''Americano!" said each of tbe 
mariners in soccession , all eyes turning with lively curiosity to- 
wards tbe subject of tbe discourse, wbo bore it all with appro- 
priate steadiness and dignily. 

The reader is not to be surprised tbat an American was then 
regarded with curiosity in a country like Italy ; for, two years later, 
when an American ship of war anchored suddenly before tbe town 
of Constantinople, andannounced her nation, the authorities of 
the Sublime Porte were Ignorant tbat such a country eiisted. It is 
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Irae , Leghorn was begioning to be mach frequented by American 
ships ia the year 1799 ; bat even with these evideoces bcfore their 
eyes, the people of the very ports into which these traders entered 
were accustomed to consider their crews a species of Englishmen, 
who managed to sail the Yessels for the negroes at home. * In a 
Word , two centuries and a half of national existence , and more 
than half a Century of national independence , have not yet sufBced 
to teach all the inhabitants of the Old World that the great modern 
Republlc is peopied by men of an European origin, and possessing 
white skins. Even ofthose who are aware of the fact, the larger 
Proportion, perhaps, have obtained their Information through 
works of a light character, similar to this of our own , rather than 
by the more legitimate course of regulär study and a knowledge of 
history« 

"Stf*' repeated Ithnel, with emphasis, as soon as he heard 
bis nationality thus alluded to , and found all eyes on himself, — 
^^Si, oon Americano , — I 'm not ashamed of my country ; and if 
you 're any way partidar in such matters, I come from New 
Hampshire, or what we call the Granite State. Teil 'em this, 
Philip-o , and let me know their idees in answer." 

Filippo translated this speech as well as he could , as he did 
the reply; and it may as well be stated here once for all that, in 
the dialogue which succeeded, the instrumentality of this Inter- 
preter was necessary, that the parties might understand each 
other. The reader will , therefore , give Filippo credit for this ar- 
rangement, althoogh we shall furnish the different Speeches very 
much as if the parties fully comprehended what was said. 

** Uno stato di granito r* repeated the vice-governor, looking 
at the podestä with some doubt in the expression of bis counte- 
nance, — *Mt must be a paioful existence which these poor people 
endure, to toil for their food in such a region. Ask bim, good 
Filippo, if they have any wine in bis part of the world?" 

* As recently as 1828, the author or this bock was at Leghorn. The 
Delaware, 80, had Just left there ; and speaking of her appearance to a 
native of ibe place, who supposed the writer to be an Englishman, the 
lalter observed , *^ Of coarse, her people were all blacks.** — "I thougbt 
so , too, Signore, uoUl I went ou board the sbip,** was Ihe answer, **but 
they are as white as you and I are.*' 
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** Wine ! " ecboed Ithael, — '* teil the Signore tbat we shonidu't 
call this staff wioe at all. Nothlog goes down our throats that 
äoesn't rasp like a file, and burn like a cbip out of Yesuvios. 
I wish now we bad a drink of Ncw-England rum bere in order to 
sbow bim the difference. I dcspise tbe man wbo thinks all bis 
own tbings tbe best just because they 're bis 'n; but taste ü taste 
a*ter all , and there 's no denying it." 

**Perbaps tbe Signor Americano can give us an insigbt into tbe 
religion of bis country, — or are the Americani pagans? I do not 
reraember, Vito, to bave read anytbing of the religion of that 
quarter of tbe world.'* 

** Religion, too! — well, a question like this, now, would 
make a stir among our folks in New Hampshire! JLook here, 
Signore, — we don't call your ceiemonies, and Images, and robes, 
and ringing of bells , and bowing and scraping, a religion at all, — 
any more tban we sbould call this smooth liquor wine." 

Itbuel was more under the influence of this **smoolb liquor*' 
than he was aware of , or be would not have been so loud in tbe 
eipression of bis dissent, as experience bad taught bim the ne- 
cessityofreserveon such subjecls in mostCatholic communities. 
But of all this the Signor Barrofaldi was Ignorant, and he made 
bis answer with the severity of a good Catholic, though it was wilh 
the temper of a gentleman. 

**Wbat the Americano calls our ceremoniesandimages, and 
ringing of bells, are probably not understood bybim," hesaid; 
'*since a country as little civilized as his own, cannot very well 
comprebend tbe mysteries of a profound and ancient religion." 

** Civilized! I calculate that it would stump this part of tbe 
World to produce such a civilization as our very youngest children 
are brought up on. But it 's of no use talking and so we will 
drinkr 

Andrea perceiving, indeed, that there was not much usc in 
talking y more especially as Filippo bad been a good deal mystified 
by tbe word ^^stump^** was now disposed to abandon the idea of a 
dissertation on *' religion, manners and laws ," to come at onee to 
the matter that brought bim into the present Company. 

*' This Americano is also a servant of tbeEoglisb king, it would 
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seem /* he carelessly remarked : *'I rcmember to have beard that 
there was a war between bis country and that of the Inglesi, in 
which theFrench assisted the Americani to obtaio a sortofaoa-« 
tional independeoce. What that independence is , I do not know ; 
büt il is probable that the people of the New World are stili obliged 
to find mariners to serve in the navy of their former masters." 

Ithuel's muscles twitched, and an eipression of intense bit- 
(erness darkeued his countenance. Then he smiled in a sort of 
derision , and gave vent to bis fcelings in words. 

''Perhaps you *re right, SIgnore; perhaps this is the ra'al truth 
of the matter; for the British do take our people , just the same as 
if they had the best right in the world to 'ein. A'ter all , we may 
beserving our masters: and all we say and thiokathome, about 
independence, is just a flash in the pan ! Notwithstanding , soroe 
on US contrive, by hook or by crook, to take our revenge when 
occasion offers; and if I don't sarveMaster John Bull an ill turn, 
whenever luck throws a chaoce in my way , may I never see a bit of 
the old State again — granite or rotten wood." 

This Speech was not very closely translated ; but enough was 
said to awaken curiosity in the vice-govcrnor , who thought it odd 
that one who served among the English should entertain such 
feelings towards them. As for Ilhnel, himself, he had notob- 
served his usual caution ; but, unknown to himself, the oilywinc 
had more '* granite" in it than he imagined, and then he seldom 
spoke of the abuse of impressment without losing more or less of 
his ordinary self-command. 

** Ask the Americano when he first entered into the Service of 
the King of Inghilterra?" said Andrea, **and why he stays in it, 
if it is unpleasant to him , when so many opportunities of quitting 
it offer?" 

**I never entered," returned Ithuel, taking the word in its 
technical meaning; ** they pressed me , as if I had been a dog they 
wanted to turn a spit, and kept me seven long years, fighting their 
accursed battles , and otherwise sarving their eends. I was over 
here, last yearat the mouthof the Nile, in that pretty bil of work 
— and off Cape St Vincent, too — and in a dozen more of their 
battles , and sorcly against my will , on every account. This was 
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hard to be boroe , bat the hardest of it has not yet been sald ; nor 
do I know that I shall teil on't at all." 

" AoythiDg the Americano may think proper to reiate , will be 
listened to with pleasure/' 

Ithael was a good deal undecided wbether to go on, or not; but 
takiog a fresb puU at the flask , it warmed bis feeliogs to the stick-* 
iDg-point. 

**Why, it was adding iosult to injury. It 's bad enoagh to 
iajure a mao , but when it comes to insulting bim ioto the bargain, 
there must be bat Utile grit in his natar', if it don't strike fire." 

"And yet few arewronged who are not calumniated/' observed 
the philosophical Tice-governor. '^Tbis is only too mach the case 
with oar Italy, worthy neighboar Yito Yiti." 

' *I calculate the English treat all mankind alike , wbether it 's 
in Italy or Ameriky/' for so Ithael would pronounce this word, 
notwithstanding he had now been cruising in and near the M edi- 
terranean several years; '*bat what I foand hardest to be borne, 
was their mnning their rigs on me aboat my language and ways, 
which they were all the time laughing at as Yankee cooversation 
and usages , while they pretended that the body ont of which all 
OQ it come , was an English body , and so they set it up to be shot 
at by any of their inimies which mighthappen tobejoggingalong 
cur road. Then , squire , it is generally consaited among us in 
Amenky , that we speak mach the best English a-going; and sure 
anil, that none on us call a 'bog/ an *'og/ an *anchor/ a 
^hancbor/ or a *horse/ an ^'orse/ What is thought of that 
matter in this part of the World Signor Squire?" 

**We are not critics in your language, but it is reasonable to 
suppose that the English speak their own tongue better than any 
other people. That much must be conceded to them , at least, 
Signor Bolto." 

'*I shall acknowledge no such advantage as belonging to them. 
I have not been to school for nothing, not I. The English call 
e-l-e-r-k, clark; and c-u-c-u-m-b-e-r, cowcumber; an 
a-n-g-e-l, aingel : and no rcasontng can convince me that 's right. 
I 've got a string of words of thts sort which they pronounce ont of 
all reason , that 's as long as a pair of leading-lines , or a sbip's 



56 



Üller-ropc. You must know, Signor Squire, I kept school, Iq 
the early part of my life." 

**Non eponibüei*' exclalmed the vice-gOTernor, astonishment 
actually getting the better of his habitual good breeding; **yoa 
mustmean, 8igoor Americano , that you gave lessons in the art 
of rigging aod sailiog luggers." 

*'Tou never was more mistaken, Signore. Itaught, od the 
geoeral System, all sorts of thiDgs in the edication way; and had 
one of my scholars made such a blunder as to say, *clark,' or 
*aiDgel/ or *harth/ or *cowcumber/ he wouldo't have heard the 
last of it for that week , at least, But I despise an Englishman, 
from the Tery bottom of my soul ; for heart iso't deep enough for 
my feelings." 

Absurd as IthueFs critical dissertations must frppear to all who 
have any familiarity with real English, they were not greally below 
many critieisms on the same subject which offen illustrate the 
ephemeral literature of the country ; and in his last speech he had 
made a provincial use of the word ** despise ," that is getting to be 
so common as almost to supplant the true signification. By *^ de- 
spising" Ithuel meant that he ** hated; " the passion, perhaps, of 
all others the most removed from the feeling described by the vord 
he had used ; inasmuch as it is not easy to elevate those for whom 
we have a contempt to the level necessary to be hated. 

**Notwithstanding, the Inglese are not a despicable people/' 
answered Andrea , who was obliged to take the stranger literally 
since he knew notbing of his provincial use of terms; ** for a na- 
tionof the north, they have done marvellous things of lateyears, 
especially on the ocean.*' 

This was more than Ithuel could bear. AH bis personal wrongs, 
and sooth to say they had been of a most grievous nature, arose 
before his mind, incited and inflamed by national dislike; and he 
broke out in such an incoherent tiradeofabuseascompletelyset 
all Filippo's knowledge of English at fault, rendering a translation 
impossible. By this time, Ithuel had swallowed so muchofthe 
wine — a liquor which had far more body than he supposed — that 
he was ripe for mischief, and it was only his extreme violence 
which prevented him from betraying more ihan, just at themo* 
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men t , wonld ha ve beeo prudeot. Tlie vIce-goveitHMr Ustened with 
attentioQ in the hope of catcbing something useful ; but it all came 
to bis ears a coofused mass of incoberent vituperation» from wbicb 
be coQld e]^tract notbiog. Tbe scene, coDsequeatly, soon be- 
eame unpleasant, and Andrea Barrofaldi took measures to put an 
eud to it. Watching a favourable occasion to speak , be put in a 
Word, as tbe excitcd Bolt paused an instant tp take breatb. 

** Signor ," observed tbe vice-governor , ** all tbis may be very 
true ; but as Coming from one wbo serves tbe Inglese to one wbo is 
the servant of tbeir ally , tbe Grand Duke of Tuscany , it is quile 
as extraordinary as it is uncalied for; and we will talk of otber 
tbiogs. Tbis lugger, on board wbicb you sail » is , out of all 
question, Eoglisb, notwitbstandingwbat you teil us of tbe nation." 

*'Ay, $he is Englisb/' answered Ithuel, witb a grim smile, 
** and a pretty boat sbe is. But tben it is no fault of bers, and wbat 
can't be cured must be endured. A Guernsey craft , and a despe- 
rate goer when sbe wakes up and puts on ber travelling boots ! " 

*'Tbese marineis bave a language of tbeir own," remarked 
Andrea to Yito Yiti» smiling as in consideration of Itbuel's nauti- 
cal babits; 'Uo you and me tbe idea of a vesseFs using boots, 
neighbour, seems ridiculous ; but tbe seamen , in tbeir imagina- 
tions, bestow all sorts of objects on tbem. It is curious to bear 
tbem converse, good Yito; and now I am dwelling bere on our 
Island , I bave often tbought of eollecting a number of tbeir Images 
in Order to aid in illuslrating tbe sort of literature wbicb belongs to 
tbeir calling. Tbis idea of a lugger's putliog on ber boots, is quite 
beroic ! " 

Now Yito Yiti , tbougb an Italian witb so musical a name , was 
no poet, but a man so very literal witbal as to render bim excccd- 
ingly malter-of-fact in most of bis notions. Accordiogly , be saw 
no particular beauty in tbe idea of a Yessel's wearing boots, and, 
tbougb mucb accustomed to defer to tbe vice-governor's snperior 
knowledge and more extensive reading, be bad tbe courage on tbis 
occasion to put in an objection to tbe probability of tbe circum- 
stance mentioned. 

*'Signor Yice-governatore," repliedbe, **all is not gold that 
glitters. Fine words sometimes cover poor tboogbts, and, I take 
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k, this is an iastance of what I mean. Long as I bave lived in 
Porto Ferrajo, and that is now quite fifly years , aeeing that I was 
born bere, and bave been off tbe Island but four times in my life — 
and long, therefore, as I bare lived here, I never saw a ?essel in 
the barbour tbat wore boots, or even sboes." 

'*Tbis is mctaphorical , good Tito, and raust be looked at in a 
puetical point of vicw. Homer spealcsof goddesses bolding sbields 
before their favourile warriors; wbile AriOsto makes rats and asses 
bold diseourse togelher, as if ibey vere members of an academy. 
All this ismereiylbe eiTcctof Imagination, Signore; and he wbo 
has tbo most is the aptest at inventing eircumstances vhicb, thougb 
not strietly (ruc, are vaslly agreeable." 

** As for Homer and Ariosto, Signor Vice-governatore, I donbt 
if either evcr saw a vcssel vith a boot on , or if either e?er knew so 
much about craft in general as we wbo live bere in Porto Ferrajo. 
Harkce! friend Fih'ppo, just ask tliis Americano if in bis coontry 
bc cver saw vcssels wear boots? Put tbe question plainly, and 
wilhout any of your accursed poetry." 

Filippo did as desired, leaving Ilhael to put bis own con* 
struction on ihe objeci of tbe inquiry; all that had just passed 
being sealed to him, in consequence of ils having bcen uttered in 
goodTuscan. 

** Boots!" repealed the native of the Granite State, looking 
round bim drolly; ^'perhaps not exactiy tbe foot-part and the 
soles, for they ought in reason to be under water; but every vessel 
tbat isn*t coppered shows her bootr-Zop , — of them l '11 swear I 've 
Seen ten thousand , more or less." 

This answer mystified the vice-governor, and completely 
puzzled Yito Yiti. The grave mariners at the other table, too, 
thought it odd ; for in no other tongue is the language of the sea 
so poetical or ßgurative as in the Englisb; and the iermot boot-top^ 
as applied to a vessel, was Greek to them as well as to the other 
listeners. They conversed amoog themselves on the subject, 
white their two superiors were bolding a secret Conference on the 
other side of the room, giving the American time to rally bis 
recoUection , and rcmcmber tbe precise eircumstances in whieh 
notoalybebimself, butallbisshipmates» were placed. No one 
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coutd be more wily and ingenious thau ihis man when on bis 
guard, though the iDextinguishable hatred with whicb be regarded 
EDglaod aiid Englisbincn bad nearly caascd bim te betray a secret 
wliich it was eitremely important at tbat moment to conccal. At 
leogth a geoeral silenee prevaiied , the different groups of Speakers 
ceasiog to converse, and all lookiog towards Uie vice*goveroor, as 
if in cipeclation tbat be was about to sdggest sometbing whicb 
migbt give a turn to the discourse. Nor was tbis a mistake , for, 
aller ioquiring of Beoedctla if sbe bad a private room , be iavited 
Ithuel and tbe interpreter to foHow bim into it, leading ihe way, 
attended by tbe podesti. As soon as tbcse four were thus scpa« 
ratedfrom tbeotkers, the door was closed , and tbe twoTuscans 
canie at once to tbe point. 

** SignorAmericano/' commenccdtbevice-govemor, '* betwccn 
ihose who understand cach other there is little needof many words. 
This is a language whicb is comprehendcd all over the wuiid , and 
I put it before you in the plainest maoner tbat we may havo no 
mistake." 

" It is tolerable piain , sartain ! " eiclaimed Ithuel — ** two — 
four — six — cight — ten — all good-looking gold pieces , whicb, 
in this part of the world you call zecehmi — or sequins, as we 
nanie 'em in English. What have 1 done, Signor Squire, or what 
am 1 to do for these twenty dolhirs? Name your larms; this 
working in the dark is ag'in the grain of niy natur*." 

'*You are to teil the irtäh: we suspect the lugger of bcing 
Frcnch ; and by putting ihc proof in our hauds you will makc us 
your frlends and servc yourself." 

Andrea Barrofaldi knew little of America and Amerlcans ; but 
he bad imbibed the common European notion that money was the 
great deity worshippcd in that hcmisphere,and that all hc had to do 
was to offer a bribe iu order to purchase a man of Ilhuers deport- 
ment and appearancc. In bis uwn Island, ten sequins wouUl buy 
almost any mariner of tlie porl to do any act short of positive legal 
criminality ; and the idea that a barbarian of the west would rcfuse 
such a sum , in prefcrence to selling bis shipmates , never crossed 
btsmind. Little, bowever, did the Italian understand the Ame- 
rican. A greater knave than Ithuel, in bis own way, it was not 
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easy to flod; but U sbocked all his notions of personal dignitj, 
self-respect, aod republican virtue, to be thus unequivocally 
offered a bribe ; and bad tbe lugger not been so awkwardly circum- 
stoDced , he vould bave beea apt to bring matters to a crisis at 
ODce, by tbrowing the gold in the vice-governor's face; allhough, 
knowing where it was to be found, be might bave set about devising 
some means of cbeating the owner oat of it at the very next iostaDt. 
Boon or bribe , directly and unequivocally offered in the shape of 
money, as Coming from the superior to the inferior, or from the 
corrupter to the corrupted, bad he never taken ; and it would bave 
appeared in his eyes a species of degradation to receive the first, 
and of treason to his nationality to accept the ias^ though he would 
iic^ invent^ manage and contrive, from moming tili night, in order 
to Iransfer even copperfrom the pocketof his neighbour to bis ouvn, 
under the forms of opinion and nsage« In a word , Ithuel , as 
relates to such things, is vhat is commonly called law-honest, 
with certain broad salyoes in favour of smuggling of all sorts in 
foreign countries (at home he never dreamed of such a thing), 
custom-house oaths, and legal trickery; and tbis is just the class 
of men apt to declaim the loudest against the roguery of the rest of 
niankind. Had there been a law giving half to the informer, he 
migbt not bave hesitated to betray the lugger and all she contained, 
more especlally in the way of regulär business ; but he had long 
before determioed tbat every Italian was a treachcrous rogue, and 
not at all to be trusted like an American rogue; and then his 
indomitable dislike of England would have kept bim true in a case 
of much less complicated risk than this. Commanding himself, 
however, and regarding the sequins with natural ionging, he 
answered with a simplicity of manner which both surprised and 
imposed on the vice-gOTernor. 

**No, no, SignorSquire," saidhe; ** in the first place, I've 
no sccret to teil; and it would be a trickish thing to touch your 
money , and not give you its worth in retnrn ; and then the lugger 
is Guemseybuilt, andcarries a good King George's commission. 
In my part of the world, we never take gold unless we seil some- 
thing of equal valie. Gifts and begging we look upon as mean and 
unbecoming, and the next thing to going on the town as a pauper; 
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though if I can sanre you hvftilly, like, I 'm jast as wiUiog to woili 
for your money as for that of any other mao. I 'yo do preference 
for kings, iatbat partic'Iar." 

All this time Ithael held ont the seqains , with a sbow of re- 
turaiDg them, thongh in a very reluctant manner, leavidg Andrea, 
wbo comprehended his actions mnch better than his words , to 
understand that he declined selling his secret. 

*'Tou can keep the money, friend," obsenred the Yice-govemor, 
** for when we give, in Italy , it is not onr practica to take the gift 
back again. In the morniog, perhaps, yon will remember some- 
thing which it may be nsefnl for me to know/' 

"I '?e no occasion for gifts, nor is it exactly according to the 
granite rnle to accept 'em/' answered Ithnel, a little sharply. 
^'HandsoniecoDductishandsomeconduct; and I call the fellow* 
creetnr' that would oppress and overcome another with a gifl little 
better than an English aristocrat. Hand out the dollars in the way 
of trade, in as large amounts as you will, and I '11 find the man, 
and that, too, in the lugger, who will see you out in 't to your 
heart's content. — Harkee! Philip-o; teil the gentleman, in an 
under-tone, like, about the three kegs of tobacco we got out of 
the Yirginy ship the day we made the north end of Corsica , and 
perbaps that will satisfy him we are not his inimies. There is no 
nse in bawling it out, so that the woman can bear whatyou say, 
or the men who are drinking in the other room." 

*'Signor Ithuello," answered the Genoese, In English, *Mt 
will no do to let these gentlemen know anything of them kegs — 
one being the deputy-goyernor and the other a magistrate. The 
lugger will be seized for a smuggler, which will be the next thing 
to being seized for an enemy." 

** Yet I \e a longing for them 'ere sequins, to teil you the tnith, 
Philip-o ! I see no other means of getting at 'em , except it be 
through them three kegs of tobacco." 

*' Why you don't take 'cm when the Signore pnt 'em into your 
very band? Allyoudoisput'emin your pocket, and say, *Ec- 
cellenza , wbat you please to wish ? '" 

'*Thatisn't granite, man, but morc in the natur' of youltalians. 
The most disgraceful thing on 'airth is a paupe /' so Itbuel pro- 
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nounccd "paupcr" — "tbe ncxt is a strect-bcggar; after liim 
cumes yourehaps who take sixpences and shillin's in the way of stnail 
gifts ; and last of all an Englishman. All these I despise ; but let 
this Sigoorc say but the word in the way of trade, and he '11 find me 
as ready and expairt as he cau wish. I 'd defy the devil in a trade ! " 

Filipposhookhishead, positirely declining to do so foolisha 
thing as to mention a contraband article to those vhose dnty it 
would be to punlsh a violation of the reyenue-laws. In the mean- 
ivhile thesequins remained in the hands of Andrea Barrofaldi, who 
seemcd greatly ata loss to anderstand the character of the stränge 
being whom Chance had thus thrown in his way. The money was 
returned to his purse; but his distrust and doubts were by no 
means removed. 

** Answer me one thing, Signor Bolto," asked the vice-gover- 
nor, after ä minute of thought; *Mf you hate the English so much, 
why do you serve in their ships? — why not quit them on the first 
good occasion? The land is as wide as the sea, and you must be 
often on it." 

^*I calculate , Signor Squire, you don't often study Charts , or 
you wouldn't fall into such a consait. There 's twice as mach wa- 
ter as solid ground on this 'airth , to begin with ; as in reason there 
ought to be, seeing that an acre of good productive land is worth 
(ive or six of oceans ; and then you have litlle knowledge of my 
character and prospects to ask such a question« I sarve the king 
of England to make him pay well for it. If you want to take an ad- 
vantage of a man, first get him in debt; then you can work your 
will on him in the most profitable and safe manner! " 

All this was uniotelligible to the vice-go?ernory who, after a 
few more questions and answers, took a civil leave of the strangers, 
intimating to Benedetta that they were not to follow him back into 
the room he had just quitted. 

As for Ithuel, the disappearance of the two gentlemen gave him 
no concem ; but , as he feit that it might be unsafe to drink any 
mure wine , he threw down his reckoning and strolled into the 
Street, foUowed by his cumpanion. Within an hour from that 
inoment the three kegs of tobacco were in the possession of a shop- 
kceperof the place, that brief interval sufficing to cnable ihe man 
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to ma)Le ii)s bargaio, and to delivcr the aiticles, vbich was bis 
real objeet on abore. Tbis little smuggliDg transaction was car* 
ried od altogetber witbouttbe knowledge of RaonlYvard, who was, 
to all intents and purposcs, tbe captain of bis owq luggcr, and in 
wbose ebaracter tbere were many traitsof cbivalrous bonour, miied 
np witb habits and pursuits wbicb would not seem to promise 
qualities so elevated. But tbis want of a propensity to turn a penny 
in bis own way , was not tbe only distinguishing cbaracteristic be- 
tween tbe Commander of tbe little craft and tbe being be occa- 
tionally used as a mask to bis true purposes. 

CHAPTER V. 

The great contention of the aea and skies 
Parted cur felloirship: — But, harkl a sali. 

Cauio. 

Whatever may bave been tbe result of the vice>governor*s 
fartber inquiries and specnlations tbat night, they were not known. 
After consuming an bour in tbe lower part of tbe town , in and 
around tbe port, be and tbe podestk sought their bomes and tbeir 
pillows, leaving the Ingger riding quietly at her anchor in tbe spot 
where she was last presented to the reader's attention. If Baoul 
Yvard and Ghita had anotber interview , too , it was so secretly 
managed as to escape all Observation, and can form no part of this 
narrative. 

A Mediterranean moming at midsnmmer is one of tbose balmy 
and sootbing periods of tbe day tbat affect tbe mind as well as tbe 
body. Everywhere we bave tbe mellow and advancing light which 
precedes tbe appearance of the sun — the sbifting hues of the sky 
— tbat pearly softness which seenis to bave been invented to make 
US love tbe works of God's band , and tbe warm glow of the bril 
liant sun ; but it is not everywhere tbat theso fasclnating changes 
oceur on a sea wbose blue vies with tbe darkest depths of the void 
of Space, beneath a climate which is as winning as tbe scenes it 
adorns, and amid mountains wbose faces reflect every varying 
shade of light witb the troth and tbe poetry of natore. Such a 
moming as this last was that which succeeded the night witb which 
ow tale opened , bringing with it the reviving movemenls of tbe 
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portandtown* Italy, as a whole, is remarkable for an appear- 
ance of quiet and repose vhich are Httle known in the more bus- 
tlingscenesofthegreedier commerce of America, or, indeed, in 
those of most of the northern natloos of Europe. Thcre is in her 
aspect, modesof living, and even in her habits of business , an 
air of decayed gentility vhich is vanting to the ports, shops, and 
marts of the more vulgär parts of the world; as if, conscious of 
having been so long the focus of human refinement, it was un- 
becoming, in these later days, to throw aside all traces of her bis- 
tory and power. Man, and the climate, too, seem in unison; 
one meeting the cares of lifo with hfar-niente manner which Is 
singularly in accordance with the dreamy and soothing atmospbere 
he respires* 

Just as day dawned , the fall of a billet of wood on the deck of 
the Feu-Follet y gave the flrst intimation that aoy ooe was stirriog 
in or near the bayen. If there had been a watch on board that 
crafl throughoat the night, and doubtless such had been the case, 
it had been kept in so quiet and unobtrusive a roanner as to render 
it questionable to the jealous eyes which had been riveted on her 
from theshore uotil long past midnigbt. Now, however, every- 
thing was in motion , and in less than five minules after that billet 
of wood had fallen from the hands of the cook, as he was about 
to light bis galley-flre, the tops of the hats and caps of some fifly 
or sixty sailors were seen moying to and fro, just above the upper 
edge of the bulwarks. Three minutes later, and two men appeared 
near the km'ght-heads, each with bis arms folded, looking at the 
vessel's hawse, and taking a survey of the State of the harbour 
aodofobjectsonthe surrounding shore. 

The two individuals who were Standing in the conspicuous Po- 
sition named , were Raoul Y?ard bimself and Ithuel Bolt. Their 
conversation was in French , the part bome by the latter being 
most execrably pronounced, he paying little or no attention to 
grammar; but it is necessary that we should render what was said 
by both into the Temacolar» with the peculiarities which belonged 
to the men. 

'•Isceonly theAustrian that is worlh the trouble of a moye- 
ment," quieüy pbseryed Baoul , whose eye was seannlng the iiH 
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nerharbonr, his own yessel lying two hnndred yards without it, 
St will be remembered; *'and sbe is ligbt, and would scarcely 
pay for sendiDg her to Tonloo. These feluccas vonld embarrass 
HS , withont affording mach reward , and then their loss wonld 
rain the poor devils of owoers , aod bring misery into many a 
faniily." 

**Well, that 's a new idee for a privateerl" said Ithael, 
sneeringly; ''lock 's lack in these malters, and every man must 
coant on what war tams np. I wish yoa 'd read the history of (mr 
revolation , and then yoa 'd ha' seen ihat liberty and eqnality are 
not to be had withoat some aps and downs in fortins and chances." 

** The Anstrian mf^^ do," added Raoul, who paid lidle at- 
tention to his companion's remarks, "if he were a streak or two 
lower in the waler; bat after all, E-too-e//," — for so he pro- 
nounced the other*s name, — "I do not like a captare that is made 
without any kclat or spirit in the attack and defence." 

"Well," — this Word Ithael invariably prononnced "wa-a-l" 
— '*well, tomynotion, the most profitable and the most agree- 
abie battles are the shortest, and the pleasantest victories are them 
in which there 's the most prize-money. Howsever , as that brig 
is only an Aastrian, I care little what yoa may detairmine to do 
with her; was she English, I 'd head a boat myself to go in and 
tow her oat here , expressly to have the satisfaction of burning 
her. — English ships make a cheerfnl fire ! " 

"And that wonld be a aseless waste of property, and perhaps 
ofblood, aod woald do no one any good , Etooe//." 

'* Bat it woold do the accarsed English harm^ and that coants 
for a something in my reckoning« Nelson wasn't so over-scrnpa- 
Ions at the Nile aboat barning yonr ships , Mr. Rale — " 

''Tbnnerre! why do you always bring in that maliievrexix 
Nile? — Is it not enough that we were beaten — disgraced — de- 
stroyed — that a friend must teil us of it so often?" 

**Toa forget , Mr. Rule, that I was an inimy^ ihenj" retumed 
Ithuel, with a grin and a grim smile. ''If you 'II take the tronble 
to examioe my back , yoa '11 find on it the marks of the lashes I got 
for jast teiling my captaln that it went ag'in the grain forme, a 
repablican as I was by idee and natnr^, to Oght other republicanSt 
The Jack 0*Lantern, g 



66 



He told me that he would first try the grain of my skin , and see 
how that woold agree Vfiih vhat he calied my duty; and I must 
owa , he got the best on 't ; I fit like a tiger ag'in you rather than be 
flogged twice the same day. Flogging oa a sore back is an awful 
argumentr* 

** And now has come the hour of rerenge, pauvre Etooell; this 
time you are on the right side» and may fight with heart and mind 
those you so mach hate." 

A long and gloomy silence followed, during irhich Raoul 
turned his face aft, and stood löoking at the movements of the men 
as they washed the decks , while Ithuel seated himself on a knight- 
head» and, hischin restingonhis band, he sat raminating, in 
bitterness of spirit, like Milton's devil , in some of his dire cogita- 
tions , on the atrocious wrong of vhich he had really been the sub* 
ject« Bodies of men are proverbially heartless. They commit in- 
justice without reflection, and vindicate their abuses without re- 
morse. And yet it may be doubtful if eitber a nation or an indi- 
vidual ever tolerated , or was an accessary in, a wrong, that the 
act sooner or later did not recoil on the offending party , through 
that mysterious principle of right, which is implanted in the nature 
ofthings, bringing forth its own results as the seed produces its 
grain , and the tree its fruits ; a supervision of holiness which it is 
usual to term (and rightly enough, when we remember who created 
principles) the providence of God. Let that people dread the fu- 
ture who, in their collected capacity, systematically encourage 
injusticeofanysort; since their own eventual demoralization will 
follow as a necessary consequence, even though they escape 
punishment in a more direct form. 

We shall not stop to relate the moody musings of the New- 
Hampshire man. Unnurtnredand, In many respects, unprinci- 
pled as he was, he had his clear conceptions of the injustice of 
which he had been one, among thousands of other victims; and, 
at that moment, he would have held life itself as a cheap sacrifice, 
could he have had bis fill of revenge. Often, while a captive on 
board the English ship in which he had been immured for years, 
had he meditated the desperate expedient of blowing up the ves« 
sei ; and had not the means been wanting, mercenary and selfish 
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as he ordinarily seemed , so dire a scheme he was eyery way equal 
to execato , in order to pat an end to the lives of tbose who were 
the agents in wronging him » aod bis own sufferings together. The 
sabject never recarred to bis mind withont momentarily changiDg 
the Gorrent of its thoaghts , and tingiog all his feelings with an in« 
tensity of bitterness which it was painfol to bear. At length, 
sigbing beavily , he rose from the knight-bead , and turned to- 
wards the mouth of the bay, as if to conceal from Raool the ex- 
pression of bis conntenance. Tbis act, bowever, was scarcely 
done before he started, and an exclamation escaped bim which 
indaced bis companion to tom quickly on his beel, and face the 
sea. Tbere, indeed, the growing Ifgbt enabled both to discover 
an object which coald scarcely be other than one of Interest to men 
in their Situation. 

It bas been said already, that the deepbay, on the side of 
which Stands the town of Porto Ferrajo , opens to the north, look- 
ing in the direction of the beadland of Piombino« On the right of 
the bay the land , high and broken , Stretches several miles before 
it forms wbat is calied the Caoal , while on the left it terminates 
with the low bluff on which Stands the residence then oceupied by 
Andrea Barrofaldi; and which bas since become so celebrated as 
the abode of one far greater than the worthy vice-gOTemor. The 
haven lying under these heights , on the left of the bay , and by the 
side of the town , it followed as a matter of course tbat the an- 
chorage of the lugger was also in tbis quarter of the bay, com- 
manding a clear view to the north , in the direction of the main 
land , as far as eye conld reach. The width of the Canal , or of 
the passage between Elba and the Point of Piombino, may be some 
six or seven miles; and atthe distance of less than one mile from 
the nortbern end of the former , Stands a small rocky islet, which 
has since become known to the world as the spot on which Napo- 
leon stationed a corporal's guard , by way of taking possesion, 
-wben he found bis wbole empire dwindled to the sea-girt moun- 
tains in its vicinity. With the existence and posilion of tbis Is- 
land , both Raoul and Itbuel were necessarily acquainted, for they 
had Seen it and noted its Situation the previous night, though it 
had escaped their notice that, from the place where the Feu-Follet 
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had brougbt up, it was not visible. In their first look (o seaward 
that morniDg, whieh was before the Hght had grown safficiently 
stroog to render the hooses on the opposite side of the bay distfDCt^ 
an object had been seeo ia (bis quarter which had theo been 
mistaken for the rock; bot, by tbis timc, the light was stroog 
eooagb to show that it was a very different thing. In a word , that 
which both Raoul and Ithuel had fancied an islet was neither more 
nor less than a ship. 

The stranger's head was to the northward , and bis motion be- 
fore a light soutberly air could not bave exceeded a knot an hour. 
fle had no other canvass spread than his three topsails and jib ; 
though bis courses were banging in the brails. His black bull was 
jast beginning to show its details ; and along the line of iight- 
yellow which enlivened his side were visible the dark intervals of 
tbirteen ports; a real gun frowning in each. AUbougb the harn- 
mocks were not stowed, and the hammock-cloths had that empty 
and undressed look so common to a man-of-war in the night, it 
was apparent that the ship had an upper-deck , with qoarter-deck 
and forecastle batteries ; or, in other words, that she was a frigato. 
As she had opened the town of Porto Ferrajo several minutes be- 
fore she was herseif seen from the Feu-FoUet, an ensign was 
hanging from the end of her gaff, though there was not sufficient 
air to open its folds , in a way to Ict the national character of the 
stranger be known. 

"Feste!" exclaimed Raoul Yvard, as soon as he had gazed a 
minute at the stranger, in silence ; " a pretty cul de sac are we in 
If that gentleman sbould bappen to be an Englishman ! What say 
yon, Etooell, can you make out anything ofthat ensign — your 
eyes are the best in the lugger?" 

**It is too much for any sight to detairmine at this distance, 
and that before the sun has risen ; but by having a glass ready we 
shall soon know. Five minutes will bring us the Great Lumlnary, 
M cur minister used to call bim." 

Ithnel had descended from the bulwark while speaking, and 
he now went aft in quest of a glass , returning to his old Station, 
bringing two of the Instruments; one of which he handed to his 
Commander , while he kept the other himself. In another minute 
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both bad levelled their glasses at tbe straoger, wbom eacb sor- 
Yeyed attentively for some time in profonnd silence. 

**Pardiei" eiclaimed Raoal, **tbat ensign is tbe tricolor, or 
mj eyes are oDtrae to my own couotry. Let me see, Etooell, 
wbat ftbip of forty-two or forty-four has tbe repablic on this 
coast?" 

'*Not lAn^, Monsieur YTard," answeredithuel, withaman- 
ner so cbanged, and an empbasis so marked , as at once to draw 
bis companion's attention from tbe frigate to bis own countenance; 
'*not/W, Monsieur Capitaing* It is not easy for a bird to forget 
tbe cage in vbicb be was shut up fortwoyears; iftbatisnotthe 
accursed Proserpine , I bave forgotten tbe cut of my own jib ! " 

*'La Proserpine ! " repeated Raoui , wbo was familiär with bis 
shipmate's adventures, and did not require to be told bis meaning; 
**if you are not mistalcen, Etooell» Le Feu-Follet needsputber 
lantem under a sbade. Tbis is only a forty, if I can count ber 
ports." 

**I care notbing forports, orguns; it is tbe Proserpine ; and 
tbe only barm I wisb ber is, tbat sbe were at tbe bottom of tbe 
occan. Tbe Proserpine , tbirty-six, Captain CafTe; thougbCap- 
tain Flog would bave been a better name for bim. Tes, tbe Pro- 
serpine, tbirty-six, Captain Cuffe, Heaven bloss ber!" 

**Bab! — tbis vessel bas forty-four guns — nowican see to 
count tbem ; I make twenty-two of a side." 

'* Ay , that 's just ber measure — a tbirty-six on tbe list and by 
rate, and forty-four by count; twenty-six long eigbteensbelow; 
twelve tbirty-twos, carronades, on ber quarter-deck; and four 
more carronades, witb two barkers for*ard. Sbe 'd just extin- 
guisb your Jack-o' Lantem, Monsieur Rule, at one broadside; 
for wbat are ten twelve-pound carronades, and seventy men, to 
sucba frigate?" 

**I am not madman enougb, Etooell, to dream of figbting a 
frigate , or even a bea?y sloop-of-war, witb tbe force you bave just 
mentioned ; but I bave followed tbe sea too long to be alarmed be- 
fore I am certain of my danger. La Railleuse is just sucb a sbip as 
tbat." 

^'Hearken to reason, Monsieur Rule," answereditbuel, ear«- 
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nestly; <'La Railleuse^ nor nootherFrenchfrigate, wouldshow 
her coloors to an enemy's port; for it woald be uselessly telling 
her errand. Now, an Eoglish ship migbt show a French ensign, 
for she always has it in her power to change it ; and then she might 
be benefited by the cheat. The Proserpine is French built^ and 
has French legs , too , boots or no boots " — here Ithuel laughed a 
little, involantarily, bat bis face instantly became serious again — 
'^and I have heard she was a sister Tessel of the other. So mach 
for size and appearance; bat every abroad , and port, and saiL 
aboat yonder craft is registered on my back in a way that no sponge 
will eyer wash out/' 

^^Sa-a-Crr-r-r-e!" mattered Raoal between bis teeth; 
« Etooell , if an Englishman , he may yery weit take it into bis head 
to come in here , and perbaps anchor wilhin half-a-cable's length 
ofas! Whatthinkyoa ofthat, num brave jimericaint" 

''That it may very well come to pass; thoogh one hardly sees, 
either, what is to bring a crniser into sach a place as this. Every 
one hasn't the cariosity of a Jack-o' Lantern." 

" Mais qua diahU äUait^üfair dans eette galere I — Bien; we 
mast take the w^ather as it comes ; sometimes a gale, and some- 
times a calm. As he shows bis own ensign so loyally^ let as return 
the compliment, and show ours. Hoist the ensign there, afl!" 

**Whichone, Monsieur?" demanded an old demure-looking 
quarter-master, who was charged with that duty, and who was 
never known to laugh ; ** the captain will remember we came into 
port ander the drapeau of Monsieur Jean Bull.*' 

*^Bten — hoist the drapeau of Monsieur Jean Bull, again. 
We must brazen it out now we have put on the masque« Monsieur 
lieutenant! clsp on the hawser, and run the lugger ahead, over 
her anchor, and see everything clear for spreading our pocket- 
handkerchiefs. No one knows when Le Feu-Follet may have oc- 
easion to wipe her face. — Ah ! now Etooell , we can make out bis 
broadside fairiy , be is heading more to the westward." 

The two seamen leveUed their glasses, and renewed their 
eiamioations. Ithuel had a peculiarity which not only eharac* 
terized the man , but which is so common among Americans of bis 
classy as, in a sense, to be national. On ordinary occasions he 
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was talkaüve , and disposed to gossip ; bot whenever action and 
deeision became necessary be was thonghtfal, silent, and, tboogh 
in a way of bis own , even dignified. Tbis last fit was on bim , and 
he waited for Raoul to lead the conversation. Tbe otber , however, 
was disposed to be as reserved as bimself, for be qnitted tbe 
knigbt-bead , and took refnge from tbe splashing of tbe water nsed 
in wasbing the decks in bis own cabin. 

Two honrs, tbongb they brougbt tbe sun, witb the activity 
and hnm of the moming, had made no great cbange in the relative 
positions of tbings within and witbont the bay. Tbe people of Le 
Feu-Follet bad breakfasted, bad got everytbing on board tbeir 
little craft in its proper place, and were moody,. observant, and 
silent. One of tbe lessons wbich Ilbuel bad succeeded in teaching 
his shipmates , was to impress on tbem the necessity of command- 
ing tbeir yoluble propensities, if they would wisb to pass for Eng- 
lishmen. It is certain tbat more words would bave been uttered, 
in tbis little Ingger, in one bonr, had her crew been indulged to 
tbe top of tbeir bent, than would have been uttered in an English 
first-rate, in two; but the danger ofusing tbeir own language, 
and tbe English pecniiarity of grumness, had been so thoroughly 
tanght tbem tbat her people ralher caricatured , than otherwise ce 
grand talentpour le silence wbich was thought to distinguish tbeir 
enemies. Itbuel , who bad a waggery of bis own , smiied as be 
saw the seamen foldiog tbeir arms, throwing discontent andsur- 
liness into tbeir countenances , and pacing the deck singly, as if 
misanthropical and disdaining to converse , wbenever a boat came 
alongside from (he shore. Several of these visitors arrived in the 
course of tbe two hours mentioned ; but tbe sentinel at the gang- 
way, wbo bad his Orders, repulsed every attempt to come on 
board, pretending not to understand French, when permission 
was asked in tbat language. 

Baoul bad a boat's crew of four , all of whom bad acquired the 
language, likehimself, in a prison-ship, and witb these men he 
now prepared to land ; for, as yet, he bad made little progress in 
tbe business wbich brougbt bim into bis present awkward predica- 
ment, and he was not a man to abandon an object so dear to bim, 
ligbtly. Finding himself in a dilemma , be was resolved to make 
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an effort to reap, if possible, some advantage from bis crilical sh 
tuatioD. Accordiogly, afler he had taken bis coffee, and gi?en 
bis Orders, tbe boat's crew was calied, and be left tbe lugger's 
side. AU Ibis was done tranquilly, as if tbe appearance of ihe 
stranger in tbe offing gaTe no troable to any in Le Fen-FoUet. 

On tbis occasion , tbe boat pulied boldly into tbe little barbour, 
its officer toucbing tbe sbore at tbe common landing. Nor were 
tbe men in any baste to return. Tbey louoged about tbe quay in 
waiting for tbeir captain, cbeapening fruits, cbatting witb tiie 
women, insucbltalianastbeycouldmuster, and affecting to un- 
derstand tbe Frencb of tbe old sea>dogs wbo drew near tbem , all 
of wbom knew raore or less oftbat universal language, witb diffi- 
culty. Tbattbey were tbe objects ofsuspicion, tbeir captain had 
sufficiently warned tbem, and practice rendered tbem all good 
actors. Tbe time tbey remaincd in waiting for Raoul , was conse- 
quently spent in eluding attempts to induce tbem to betray tbem- 
selves, and in caricaturing Englisbmcn. Two of tbe four folded 
tbeir arms, endeavoured to look surly, and paced the quay in 
silence, refusing even to unbend to the blandisbments of tbe 
gentler sex, tbree or four of wbom endeavoured to insinuate tbem- 
selves into tbeir confidence by ofTerings of fruit and flowers. 

**Amico/' Said Annunziate, one of tbe prettiest girls of her 
class in Porto Ferrajo, and wbo had been expressly employed by 
Yito Yili to perform tbis office, ** bere are figs from tbe main-land« 
Will you please to eat a few, tbat wben you go back to logbilterra, 
you may teil your countrymen how we poor Elbans live?" 

*'Bad fig," sputtered Jacques , RaouKs cockswain, towbom 
tbis ofTering was made , and speaking in broken Englisb , *' better 
at 'ome. Pick up better in ze streets of Portsmout' ! " 

''But, Signore, you need not look as if tbey would hurt you, 
or bite you; you can eat tbem, and, take my word for it, you 
will ßnd tbem as pleasant as tbe melons of Napoli." 

*' No melon good, but Englisb mclon. Englisb melon plenty 
hspommes de terra — bah ! " 

"Yes, Signore, as the melons ofNapoli," continued Annun- 
ziate, wbo did not understand a syllable of the ungracious an- 
swers shereeeived; '^SignorYitoYiti, oxkxpodettä^ orderedme 
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to offer ifaese 6gs to the forestieri — the Inglesf , who arc in the 
bay." 

**6od dam!" returaed Jacqoes, in a qaick, seDtentioas man- 
Der, which was intended to getrid of the fair tormentor, and 
which, temporarily, atleast, was not witbout its effect. 

But, leaving the boat's crew to be badgered in tbis roanner, 
until relief came , as will be hereafter related , we must follow 
oar hero in bis way througb the streets of the town. Raoul, guided 
by an instinct, or having some special objeet before bis eyes, 
walked swiftly np tbe heights , ascending to the promontory so 
oflen mentioned. As be passed , every eye was tumed on bim, 
for , by this time , the distrust in the place was general ; and tbe 
sadden appearance of a frigate wearing a French ensign before the 
port, had given rise to apprehensions of a mach more serious na- 
tura than any which conld possibly attend the arrival of a craft as 
light as the lugger , by herseif. Yito Viti had long before gone up 
the Street to see the vice-go?ernor; and eight or ten of the princlpal 
men of the place had been summoned to a Council, including the 
two senior military dignitaries of the Island . The batteries , it was 
known , were manned ; and , altbougb it would have puzzied the 
acatest mind of Elba to giTe a reason wby the French should risk 
so unprofitable an attack , as one on their principai port, long be- 
fore Raoul was seen among them , such a resuit was not only 
dreaded, bat, in a measure, anticipated with confidence. As a 
matter ofcourse, then, every eye followed bis movements, ashe 
went with bounding Steps up the narrow terraces of the steep street, 
and the least of bis actions was subjected to thenarrowestandmost 
jealous serutiny. 

The heights were again thronged with spectators, of all agcs 
and classes , and of both seies. The mantles and flowing dresses 
of females prevaiied as usual; for whatever is connected with co- 
riosity is certain to collect an undue proportion of a sex whose 
imaginations are so apt to get the Start of tbelr judgmeuts. On a 
tenace in front of the palace , as it was the custom to designate the 
dwellingofthegovemor, was the group of raagnates , all of them 
payingthe grabest attention to the smallest change in the direction 
of the ship, which had now become an objeet of general solicitude 
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and apprehensioQ. So intent» indeed , were they in gazlng at this 
apprehended eoemy, thatRaoal stuod in front of Andrea Barro- 
faldi , cap in hand , and bowing his salutation, before bis approach 
was eyen anticipated« This sadden and unannounced arrival crea- 
ted great sarprise, and some little confasion; one or two of the 
group turning away, instinctively, as it might be, to conceal the 
flushes that moanted to their cheeks at being so unexpectedly con- 
froDtedby the veryman whom^ the minate before, theyhadbeen 
strongly denouncing. 

^*B(mgiomo^ Signor Yice-goTernatore ," commenced Raoul, 
in his gay, easy and courteous manner, and certainly with an air 
that betrayed any feelings bnt those of apprebension «nd guiit; 
*' we have a fine morning on the land, here ; and apparently a fine 
frigate of the French repabüc in the offing, yonder." 

'* We were conyersing ofthat yessel, Signor Smees," answered 
Andrea, *'as you approached. What, in your judgment, can 
fnduce a Frenchman to appear before our town in so menacing a 
manner? ** 

**Cospetto ! you might as well ask me, Signore , what induces 
these repnblicans to do a thousand olher out-of-the>way things. 
What has made them behead Louis XYI? What has made them 
overrun half of your Italy ; conqner Egypt , and drive the Austrians 
back upon their Danube ? " 

**To say nothing of their letting Nelsoni destroy them at 
Aboukir," added Vito Viti , with a grünt. 

**True, Signore, or let Nelson, my gallant conntryman, 
annihilate them near the mouth of the Nile. I did not consider it 
proper to boast of English glory, though that case, too, may 
very well be included. We have several men in ze Ying-and-Yiug 
who were in that glorious battle , particularly our sailing-master, 
ElooellBolt, who was on board Nelson's own ship, havingbeen 
accidentally sent on Service from the frigate to which he properly 
belonged, and carried off expressly to share, at it might be, in 
the glory of this famous battle." 

*'Ihaveseen the Signore," drily remarked Andrea Barrofaldi 
— • * ^ uno Americano t" 

* * An American ! " eiclaimed Raoul , starting a Uttle in spite of 
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his assnmed indifference of manner; ''why, yes, I believeBoIt 
was bora in America — English America, you koow» Signore, 
and that is mucb the same thing as haviug been born in England, 
herseif. We look upon ze YankSs, as but a part of oar own 
people, and take them into onr Service most cheerfolly." 

'*So the Signor Ituello has given us reason to believe; heis 
seeminglj a great lover of the English nation." 

Raoul was uneasy, for he was entirely Ignorant of all that had 
passed in the wine-hoase , and he thought he detected Irony in the 
manner of the vice-goTernor. 

"Certainly, Signore," heanswered, however, withunmoved 
steadiness; *' certainly, Signore, the Americanl adore Inghil- 
terra; and well they may, considering all that great nation has 
done for them« Bnt, Signor Yice-gOYernatore , I have come to 
offer you the Service of my lugger should this Frenchman really 
intend mischief. We are small, itistrue; and our guns are but 
light; nevertheless we may break the frigate's cabin-windows, 
white you are doiog bim still greater injury from tbese heights. I 
trust you will assign ze Yiog-and-Ying some honourable Station, 
should you come to blows with the republicans/' 

"And what particular Service would it be most agreeable to 
you to undertake, Signore," inquired the vice-govemor, wilh 
considerate courtesy; *'we are no mariners, and must leave the 
choice to yourself. The colonello, here, expects some firiug, 
and has bis artillerists already at their guns.*' 

*'The preparation of Porto Ferrajo is celebrated among the 
mariners of the Mediterranean, and, should the Frenchman ven- 
ture within reach of your shot , I expect to see bim unrigged faster 
than if he were in a dock-yard. As for ze leetl' ying->and-ying , in 
my opinion, while the frigate is busy with tbese batteries, it 
might be well for us to steer aloog the shore on the east side of the 
bay until we can get outside of her, when we shall have the beg- 
gars between two fires. That was just what Nelson did at Aboukir, 
Signor Podestä, a battle you seem so much to admire." 

**That would be a manoeuvre worthy of a follower of Nelsoni, 
Signore," obsenred the colonel, *Mf the metalofyour guns were 
beavier* Withshortpiecesoftwelve, bowever, you would bardlj 
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venture within reach of long pieces of eighteen ; althongh the Grst 
should be manned by Inglese and tbe last by Francese?" 

^^One never knows. At the Nile, one of our fifties laid the 
Orient, a three-decker, athwart-hawse , and did her lots of in- 
Jury. The vaisseaa, infact, was blownnp. Naval combats are 
decided on principles altogether different from engagements on the 
land , Signor Colonello." 

'*It most be so, truly," answered the soldier; '*bat vhat 
means this movement? — you , as a seamen , may be able to teil 
US, capitano/' 

This drew all eyes to the frigate again , where, indecd, were 
movements which indicated some important changes. As these 
movements have an intimate connexion with the incidents of the 
tale , it will be necessary to relate them ina manncr (o rendcr them 
more intelligible to the reader. 

The distance of the frigate from the town might now have been 
6ve English miles. Of current there was none; and there being 
no tides in the Mediterranean , the ship would have lain perfectly 
stationary all the morning, but that a very light air arose from the 
southward. Before this air, however, she had moved to the 
westward about a couple of miles , until she had got the government- 
house nearly a-beam. At the same time she had been obliquely 
drawing nearer, the circumstance which produeed the alarm. 
With the sun had arisen the wind , and a few minutes before the 
colonel interrupted himself in the manner related, the topsails of 
the stranger had swelled , and he began to move through the waler 
at the rate of some four or Gve knots the hour. The moment her 
people feit that they had complete command of their vessel , asif 
waiting only for that assurance, they altered her course, and 
made sail. Putting Her heim a-starboard, the ship came close 
by the wind , with her head looking directly in for the promontory, 
while her tacks were hauled on board , and her light canvass aloft 
was loosened and spread to tbe breeze. Almost at the same in- 
stant, for everything seemed to be done at once and as by instinct, 
tne French (lag was lowered , another went up in its place, and a 
gnn was fired to leeward — a signal of amity. As this cecond em-> 
blem of nationality blew out and opened to the breeze , the glasses 
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showed the wbite field and St. Oeorge's cross of the noble old 
ensignof England. 

An oxclamalion of surprise and delight escaped the spectators 
on the promontory as their doubts and apprehensions were thus 
dramatically relieved. No one thooght of Raoul at that happy mo- 
ment, though to him tbere was nothing of new interest in the affair, 
with the exception of the apparent intention of the stranger to entcr 
the bay. As Le Feu-Follet lay in piain view from theoffing, he 
bad bis doobts, indeed, whether the warlike appearance of that 
craffc was not the true reason of this sadden change in the frigate's 
course. Still, lying as he did , in a port hostile to France, thcre 
' was a probability that he might yet escapo without a very critical or 
close examination. 

''Signor Smees, I felicitate yon on this Visit of a countryman/' 
cried Andrea Barrofaldi, a pacifie man by nature, and certainly 
no warrior, and who feit too happy at the prospect of passing a 
quiet day to feel distrost at such a moment. *'I shall do you 
honour in my Communications with Fiorence for the spirit and 
willingness which you have shown in the wish to aid us, on this 
trying occasion." 

* * Signor Vice-governatore , do not trouble yoarself to dwell oa 
my poor Services," answered Raoul , scarcely caring to conceal the 
smile that struggled about bis handsome mouth ; ** think rather of 
the Services of these gallant signori , who greatly regret that aa 
opportunity for gaining distinction has been lost. But bere are 
Signals which must be meant for us — I hope my stupid fellows 
will be able to answer them in my absence." 

It was fortunate for Le Feu-FoUet, perhaps, that her Com- 
mander was not on board when the stranger, the Proserpine, the 
very ship that Ithael so well knew, made her number. The 
mystificatiou that was to follow was in much better hands , while 
conducted by the Ne^-Hampshire man , than it could possibly be 
in his own. Ithuel answered promptly, though what, he did 
not know bimself ; but he took good care that the flags he showed 
shoold become so entangled as not to be read by those in the 
frigate, while they bad every appearance of being hoisted fear« 
lessly, and in good faith. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Areallprepared? 

Tbey are — nay more — embark'd; the lateat boat 

Waitsbutmy Chief — 

My sword and my capote. 

The Cortair, 

Wh AT snccess attended the artifice of Khael it was impossible 
to teil , 80 far as the frigate was concerned ; though the appearance 
of matnal iDtelligence between the twoyessels had a very favourable 
tendency towards remoyfng saspicion from the lagger among those 

00 shore. It seemed so utterly improbable that a French corsair 
could answer the Signals of an English frigate, that even Yito Yiti 
feit compelled to acknowledge to the vice-goTernor, in a whisper, 
that, so far, the circumstance was much in favour of the lugger*8 
loyalty. Tben the calm exterior ofRaoul coanted for somethiog, 
more especially as he remained , apparently, an unconcerned ob- 
Server of the rapid approach of the ship. 

'* We shall not bave occasion to use your gallaot offer, Signor 
Smees," said Andrea, kiodly, as he was aboot to retlreinto the 
hoose with one or two of bis connsellors ; "bnt we thank you nonc 
the less. It is a happiness to be hononred with the Visit of two 
cruisers of your great nation on the same day, and I hope you will 
so far favour me as to accompany yonr brother Commander, when 
he shall do me the hononr to pay the customary Visit, since it 
woald seem to be bis serions Intention to pay Porto Ferrajo the 
compliment of a call. Can you not guess at the name of the 
frigate?" 

*^Now I sec she is a countryman I think I can , Signore," an- 
swered Raonl, carelessly; **I take her to be La Proserpine, a 
French-built ship , a circumstance which first deceived me as to 
her character." 

**And the noble cavaliere, her Commander — you doubtless 
know his name and rank?" 

"Oh! perfectly; heisthesonofanoldadmiral, underwhom 

1 was educated , though we happen ourselves never to have met. 
Sir Brown is the name and title of the gentleman.' 
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'* Ah ! thal Is a truly English rank and name , too , as one mfghf 
say. Often have I met that honourable appellation in Shakspeare, 
and otber of your eminent authors. Miltoni bas a Sir Brown , ff I 
amnotmistaken, Signore?" 

** Several of ihem , Signor Yice-goyematore ," answercd Raoul, 
without a moment's hesitation or the smallest remorse ; though he 
had no idea whatever who Milton was; **MilU>n, Shakspeare, 
Cicero, and all onr great writers, often mention Signori of this 
family." 

*' Cicero!" repeated Andrea, in astonishment; *'be was a 
Roman y and an ancient, capitano, and died before Inghilterra 
was known to tbe civilized world." 

Raoul perceived that he had reacbed too far, though he was not 
in absolute danger of losing bis balance. Smiling, as in considera- 
tion of tbe other's proYincial view of tbings^ he rejoined, with an 
ä-plomb that would have done credit to a politician , in an expla- 
natory and half-apologetic tone. 

**Quite tnie, Signor Yice-goveraatore , as respects bim you 
mention/' he said; **bift not tme as respects Sir Cicero, my 
illustrioos compatriot. Lct me see — I do not think it is yet a 
Century since onr Cicero died. He was born in Devonshire/' — 
this was the county in which Raoul had been imprisoned — **and 
mnst have died in Dublin. S\ — now I remember, it was in Dublin 
that this virtuous and distinguished anthor yielded up bis breath.*' 
To all this Andrea had notbiog to say; for, half a Century since, 
so great was the ignorance of civilized nations as related to such 
things , that one might have engrafted a Homer on the literature of 
Eogland, in particular, without much risk of having the imposition 
detected. Signor Barrofaldi was not pleased to find that the bar- 
barians were seizing on the Itaüan names , it is true ; but he was 
fain to set the circumstance down to those very traces of barbarism, 
which were the unavoidable fruits of their origin. As for supposing 
it possible that one who spoke with the ease and innocence of 
Raoul , was inventing as he went along, it was an idea he was binw 
seif much too unpractised to enter^ain ; and the very first thing he 
did on entering tbe palace, was to make a memorandum which 
might lead bim , at a leisure moment, to inquire into the nature of 
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thewiitfngs, and the general mcritsofSfr Cicero, the fllastrfous 
Damesake of him of Rome. As soon as this liule digresslon ter- 
minated, he entered the palace, afleragain expressing the hope 
that **SirSmees" would not fail to accompany '* Sir Brown," in 
the Visit which the fanctionary fully explected to receive from tbe 
latter in the course of the next hour or two. The Company now 
began to disperse, and Raoal was soon left to his own meditations; 
which , just at that moment , were anything bat agreeable. 

The town of Porto Ferrajo is so shut in from the sea by the roclt 
against which itis built, its fortifications, and the construction of 
its own little port^ as to render tlie approach of a vessel invisible to 
its inhabitants, unless they choose toascend totheheights, and 
the narrow promenade already mentioned. This circurastance had 
drawn a large crowd upon the hill , again ; among which Raoiil 
Yvard now threaded his way, wearing his sea cap and his assnmed 
naval uniform, in a smart, affected manner, for he was fully 
sensible of all the advantages he possessed on the score of personal 
appearance. Hisunsettied eye, however, wandered from one 
pretly face to another in quest of Ghita,' who alone was the object 
of his search^ and the true cause of the awkward predicament into 
which he had brought not only himself ^ but Le Feu-Follet. In this 
manner, now thinking of her he sought, and then reverting to his 
Situation in an enemy's port, he walked along the whole line of the 
ciifT, scarcely knowing whether to retum or to seek bis boat by 
doubling on the town, when he heard his own name pronounced in 
a sweet voice^ which went directly to his heart. Tuming on his 
heel , Ghita was within a few feet of him. 

** Salute medistantly, and as a stranger/' saidthegirl, lual- 
most breathless haste, *'and point to the different streets as if 
enquiring your way through the town. This is the place where we 
roetlastevening; but, reniember^ it is no longer dark." 

As Raoul complied with her desire, any distant spectator might 
well have fancied the meeting accidental, though he poured forth a 
flood of expressions of love and admiration. 

*'Enoughy Raouly" said the girl, blushing, and dropping 
her eyes, though no displeasure was visible on her serene and 
placid face; *'another time I might indulge you. How much worse 
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is your Situation now than it was last night! Then you liad only 
the port to fear; now you liave both tbe people of tlic port and this 
Strange ship — an Inglese , as they teil me ! " 

'*No doubt — La Proserpine, Etooell says, and he knows. 
Tou remember Etooell, dearest Ghita, the American who was 
with me at the lower? — well, he has served in this very ship, and 
knows her to be La Proserpine , of fourty-four." Raoul paused a 
moment; then he added, langhing inawayto snrprise bis com-- 
panion — " Oui — La Proserpine , le Capitaine Sir Brown ! " 

*'Whatyoucan find toamuseyouin all this, Raoul, is more 
than I can discover. Sir Brown, or Sir any-body-else , will send 
you again to those evil Englisb prison-ships of which you have so 
often told me; and there is surely nothing pleasant in that idea." 

**Bah! my sweet Ghita, Sir Brown, or Sir White, or Sir 
Black, has not yet got me. I am not a cbild to tumble into the fire 
because the leading-strings are off; and Le Feu-FoUet shines , or 
goes out exactly as it suits her purposes. The frigate , ten to ooe, 
will just run close in , and take a near look , and then square away 
and go to Livorno, where there is much more to amuse her officers 
than licre , in Porto Ferrajo. This Sir Brown has bis Ghita as well 
as Raoul Yvard." 

**No, not a Ghita, Ifear, Raoul/* answered the girl, smiling, 
spite of herseif, while her colour almost insensibly deepened — 
** Livorno has few Ignorant country girls like me , who have been 
educated in a lone watch-tower on the coast." 

*' Ghita," answered Raoul, with feeling, **that poor lone 
watch-lowerof thinemightwellbe envied by many a noble dame 
at Roma and at Napoli ; for it has left thee innocent and pure — a 
gern that gay capitals seldom contain; or, if found there, not in 
its native beauty, which tbey sully by use." 

*'Wbat know'st thou, Raoul, of Roma and Napoli, and of 
noble dames and rieb gems?" asked the girl, smiling, the ten- 
derness which had filled her beart at that moment betraying itself 
iuhereyes. 

'* What do I kuow of such tnings , truly I why , I have been at 
both places, and have seen what I describe. I went to Roma on 
pnrpose to see the Holy Father, in order to make certain whether 
The Jach 0*Lant9nu § 
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our French opinions of bis character and infallibilUy were true , or 
not , bcfore I set up in religion for myself." 

*'And thou didst find bim boly and venerable, Raoul/' inter- 
posed tbe girl, ^th earnestness and energy, for this was tbe great 
point of Separation belween tbem — **I know tbou fouod'st bim 
tbus, and wortby to be tbe bead of an ancient and trueCburcb. 
My eyes never bebeld bim ; but tbis do I know to be true." 

Raoul was aware tbat tbe laiity of bis religious opinions — opi- 
nions tbat be may be Said to bave inberited from bis country, as it 
then exlsted morally — alone prevented Gbita from casting asidc 
all otber ties , and following bis fortunes in weal and in woe. Still 
be was too frank and generous to deceive, wbile be bad ever been 
too considerate to strive to unsettle ber confiding and consoling 
faitb. Her infirmity even, for so be deemed ber notions to be, 
bad a cbarm in bis eyes; few men , bowever loose or sceptical in 
tbeir own opinions on sucb matters , finding any pleasure in tbe 
contemplationofafemale infidel; and be bad never looked more 
fondly into ber anxioos but lovely face tban be did at tbis very in- 
stant, making bis reply with a truth wbicb bordered on magna- 
nimity. 

'* Thou art my religion , Gbita I " be said ; * Mn tbee I worsbip 
purity, andboliness, and — " 

**Nay — nay, Raoul, do not — refrain; if tbou really lov'st 
me utter not tbis frightful blasphemy; teil me, ratber^ if tbou 
didst not find tbe Holy Fatber as I describe bim?" 

**I found bim a peaceful, venerable, and I firmly believc a 
ffood old mau, Gbita; but only a man. No infallibility could I 
seeaboutbim; but a set of roguisb cardinals, and otber plotters 
ofmiscbief, wbo were mucb better calculated to set Christians by 
tbe ears tban to lead tbem to Heaven , snrrounded bis cbair." 

** Say no more, Raoul — I will listen to no more of tbis. Tbou 
knowest not tbese sainted men, and tby tongue is tbine own 
enemy, witbont ~~ bark ! wbatmeanstbat?'* 

**T is a gnn from tbe frigate, and must be looked to; say, 
wben und wbere do we meet again?" 

*'I know not, now. We bave been too long, mocb too long, 
together, asitis; and must separate. lYost to me to proTide tbe 
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nieans of another meeting; at all events, we sball sbortly be in 
ourtower, again." 

Ghita gKded away as she ceased speaking, aod sooo dis^ 
appeared in tbe town. As for Raoal , he was at a loss , for a mo- 
ment, whetber tofollowornot; theo he faasteued lo tbe terrace, 
in front of tbe government-house, agaln, in order to ascertain tbe 
meaning of tbe gun. Tbe report bad drawn otbers to tbe same 

;, place, and on reacbing it, tbe young man found himself in another 

crowd. 

By tbis tiine tbe Proserpine, for Ithucl was rigbt as to tbe name 
of tbe stranger , bad got wilhin a league of tbe entrance of tbe bay, 
andhad gone about, stretching over to its eastern sbore, appa- 
rently with tbe intention to fetch fairly intu it on tbe next tack« 
Tbe sinoke of ber gun was sailiug off to leeward in a little cloud, 
and Signals were again flying at ber main-royal-mast-bead. AH 
tbis was very intelligible to Raoul , it being evident at a glance tbat 
the frigate had reached in nearer botb to look at tbe warlike lugger 
wbicb sbe saw in tbe bay , and to commanicate more clearly with 
ber by Signals. Ithuel's expedient bad not safBced ; tbe vigilant 
Captain Caffe, alias Sir Brown, wbo commanded tbe Proserpine, 

; not being a man likely to be mystified by so stale a trick. Raoul 

scarcely breathed as he watched tbe lugger, in anticlpation of her 
course. 

Ithuel certainly seemed in no burry to commit himself, for the 
Signal had now been flying on board tbe frigate several minutes, 
and yet no Symptoms of any preparation for an answer could be 
discoYered. At length the balyards moved , and then three fair, 
handsome flags rose to tbe end of Le Feu-Follet's jigger-yard, a 
spar which was always kept aloft in moderate weatber. Wbat the 
Signal meant Raoul did not know; for, thougb he was provided 
with Signals by means of which to communicate with the vessels 
of war of bis own nation, the Directory bad not been able to supply 
bim with those necessary to communicate with the enemy. Ithuers 
ingenuity, however, had supplied the deficiency. Wbile serving 
on board the Proserpine , tbe very ship which was now menaciug 
the lugger, he had seen a meeting betweeu her and a privateer 
JSnglish lugger, one of the two er (brec of tbat rig which sailed out 

6* 
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of England , and bis observant eye had noted tbe flags she bad 
flbown on tbe occasion. Now as privateersmen are not expected ta 
be expert, or e\en very accurate, in tbe use of Signals, be bad 
ventured to sbow tbese very numbers» let it prove for better or 
worse. Had he been on tbe quarter-decli of the frigate , be would 
have ascertained tbrougb the benedictions bestowed by Captain 
Cuffe , tbat bis ruse bad so far succeeded as to cause that offleer to 
attribate bis unintelligible answer to ignorance , ratber iban to de* 
sign. Nevertheless , the frigate did not seem disposed to alter her 
course; for, eitber inflaenced by a desire to anchor, or by a de- 
termination to take a still closer loolt at tbe lugger, she stood on, 
nearing the eastera side of tbe bay, at the rate of some six miles ta 
the hour. 

Raoul Yvard now tbougbt it time to look to tbe safety of Le 
Feu-Follet in person. Previously to landing, be bad giveo In- 
structions as to what was to be done in the eveut of the frigate's 
Coming dose in ; bat matters now seemed so very serious tbat be 
burried down the hill, ovcrtaking Tito Yiti in bis way, who was 
repairing to the barbour to give Instructions to certain boatmen 
concerning the manuer in whicb the quarantine laws were to be 
regarded in an intercourse witb a British frigate* 

** You ought to be infinitely bappy at the prospect of meeting an 
honourable countryman in this Sir Brown ,'' observed the short« 
winded podestä , who usually put bimseif out of breath both in 
ascending and descending the steep street , " for he really seems 
determined to anchor in our bay, Signor Smees." 

**To teil you the truth, Signor Podestä , I wish I was half as 
well persuaded that it ts Sir Brown , and La Proserpine , as I was 
an hour ago. I see Symptoms of its being a republicao ^ afler all, 
and must have a care for ze Ying-and-Yiog." 

**The devil carry away all republicans, Is mybumble prayer, 
Signor Capitano ; but I can bardly believe tbat so graceful and 
gracious-lookiog a frigate can possibly belong to such wretches." 

*' Ah ! SIgnore , if that were all , I fear we sbould have to yield 
the palm to the French," answered Raoul, laugbing; **for the 
best-looking craft in bis Majesty's senrice are republican prizes, 
Cven sbould this frigate turn out to be tbe Proserpine, hersel^ 
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She can claim do better origin. But I think the vice-governor had 
not done vell in desertiog the batteries , sioce this stranger does 
not answer our Signals as she shoald. The last commanication 
has proved quite anintelligible to him." 

Raoul was nearer the tmtb than he imagined, perhaps ; for cer- 
tainly IthaeKs numbers had made nonsense, according to the 
signal-book of the Proserpine; but his confident manner had an ef- 
fect on Tito Vit! , who was duped by his seeming earnestness , as 
well as by a circamstance which , rightly considered , told as mach 
against as it did in favour of his companion. 

**And what is to be done, Signore?" demanded the podestk, 
stopping Short in the street. 

*'We mast do as well as we can, ander the circamstances. 
My duty is to look out for ze Ying-and-Ying, and yours to look 
out for the town. Should the stranger actually enter the bay , and 
bring his broadside to bear on this steep hill , there is not a cham- 
ber-window which will not open on the muzzles of his guns. You 
will grant me permission to haul into the inner harbour , where we 
shall be sheltered by the buildings from his shot, and then, per- 
haps , it will be well enough to send my people into the nearest 
battery. I look for bloodshed and coofusion , before long/' 

All this was said with so much apparent sincerity that it added 
to the podestä's mystification. Calling a neighbonr to him, he sent 
the latter up the hill with a message to Andrea Barrofaldi, and then 
he hurried down towards the port, it being much easier for him, 
just at that moment , to descend than to ascend. Raoul kept at his 
side, and together they reached the water's edge. 

The podestä was greatly addicted to giving utterance toany pre- 
dominant opioion of the moment; being one of those persons who 
feel quite as much as they thxnk, On the present oi^casion he did 
not spare the frigate; for, haring caught at the bait which his 
eompanion had so artfully thrown out to him, he was loud in the 
exprassion of his distrust. All the signalling and showing of 
colours he now believed to be a republican trick; and precisely in 
Proportion as he became resentful of the supposed fraud of the 
ship was he disposed to confide blindly in the honesty of the lug- 
ger. This was a chaoge of sentiment in the magistrate ; and , ad 
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fo the case of all sudden but late conversions , he was id a humont 
to compensate for his tardiness by the excess of his zeal. In cod- 
sequence of this disposition, ihe character and loquacity of the 
man, all aided by a few timely snggestions on thepartof Raoul, 
in Gve minutes it came to be generally understood that the frigate 
was greatly to be distrusted, while the lugger was to rise in public 
favour exactiy in the degree in which the otber feil. This interposi- 
tion of Vito Yiti was exceedingly apropos , so far as Le Fen-Foilet 
and her people were conceraed ; inasmuch as the examination of, 
and intercourse with , the boat's crew had rather left the Impres- 
sion of their want of nationality in a legal sense, than otherwise. 
In a Word, had not the podestk so londly and so actirely proclaimed 
the contrary , Tommaso and his fellows were aboat to report their 
con?ictions that these men were all bondfide wolves in sheep's 
clothing — alias , Frenchmen. 

'*No, no — amici miei," said Vito Yiti, busüing about on 
the narrow little qnay , ** all is not gold that glitters, of a certainly ; 
and this frigate is probably no ally, but an enemy. A very dif- 
ferent matter is it with ze Ying-y-Ying, and II Signor Smees — we 
may be said to know him «— ha?e seen his papers , and the vice- 
goTernor and myself have examined him, as it might be, on the 
history and laws of his Island, for England is an Island, neigh- 
bours, as well as Elba — another reason for respect and amity; 
but we have gone over much of the literature and history of InghÜ- 
terra together, and find everything salisfactory andright; there- 
fore are we bound to show the lugger protection and love/' 

'*Most true, Signor Podestä," answered Raoal, from his 
boat; '*and such being the case, I hasten tohanl my vesselinto 
the mouth of your basin , which I will defendagainstboats, orany 
attempt of these rascally republicans to land." 

Waving his hand, the young sailor pulled quickly outof the 
crowded little port , followed by a hundred vivat, Raoul now saw 
that his Orders had not been neglected. A small line had been mn 
out from the lugger, and fastened to a ring in the inner end of the 
eastern side of the narrow haven, apparentlyiwith the intention of 
hanling the vessel into the harbour itself. He also perceived that 
Ihelightanchororlargekedge, by which Le Feu-Follei rode , was 
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tinder foot, as seamen term it, or that the cable was nearly **np 
«nd dowD." With a wave of the hand he ^mmnofeated a new 
Order, and theo he saw that the men were raising the kedge from 
thebottom. By the time his foot touched the deck, indeed, the 
anehor was ap and stowed, and nothing held the vessel but the 
line which had been ran to the quay. Fifty pairs of hands were ap- 
plied to this line, and the Ingger advanced rapidly towards her 
place of shelter. Bnt an artifice was practised to prevent her 
headiog into the harbour's mouth, the line having been bronght 
inboard abaft her larboard cathead, a circumstance which neces- 
sarily gave her a sheer in the contrary direction , or to the eastward 
of the entrance. When the reader remembers that the scale on 
which the port had been constructed was small, the entranc« 
scarcely exceeding a hundred feet in width , he will better under- 
stand the Situation of things. Seemingly to aid the movement, too, 
the jigger was set, and the wind being south or directly aft, the 
lagger's motion was light and rapid. As the vessel drew nearer to 
the entrance, her people made a run with the line, and ga?e her a 
movement of some three or four knots to the hour, actually 
threatening to dash her bows against the pier-head. But Raoul 
Yvard coutemplated no such blunder. At the proper moment the 
line was cut, the heim was put a-port, the lugger's head sheered to 
Starboard , and just as Yito Yiti , who witnessed all without com- 
prehending more than half that passed , was shouting his vivast 
and animating all near bim with his cries , the logger glided past 
theendoftheharbonr, on its outside , however, insteadof enter- 
ing it. So completely was every one taken by sdrprise by this 
evolution , that at first it appeared to be some mistake , accident, 
or blander of the helmsman, and cries of regret followed lest the 
frigate might have it in her power to pro6t by the mishap. The 
flapping of canvass , notwithstanding, showed that no time was 
lost, and presently Le Feu-FoUet shot by an opening between the 
ware-houses, under all sail. At this crltical instant the frigate, 
which saw what passed , but which had been deeeiTed , like all the 
rest, and supposed the lugger was hauling into the haven, tacked 
«nd came round with her head to the westward. But intending to 
feich well into the bay^ she had stretehed so far over towards the 
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«astem shore as by this time to be quite two miles disUint; and as 
the lugger rouoded tbe promontory dose under its rocks , to ayoid 
the sbot of Ihe batteries above , sbeleft, in less than five minutes» 
ber enemy tbat space directly astern. Nor was tbis all. It vould 
bavebeendaDgeroastofire, aswellasuseless, on accountoftba 
ränge, slnce tbe logger lay nearly ia a line between berenemy'a 
cbase-guns and tbe resideoce of the vice-goyernor. It only re- 
mained , tbcrefore , for the frigate to commence wbat is prover« 
bially *'a long chase," viz. a '*stern cbase." 

All tbat bas just been related may have oecupied ten minntes ; 
but tbe news reached Andrea Barrofaldi and bis coansellors soon 
enough to allow tbem to appear on the promontory in time to see 
the Ying-y-YiQg pass dose under the diffs beneatb tbem, still 
keepiog her Eoglish colours flying. Raoul was Tisible, trumpet 
in band; but as the wind was light, bis powerful voice sufficed to 
teil bis Story. 

'^Signori," be sbouted, '*I will lead the rascally repnblican 
away f rom your port, in chase ; that will be tbe most effectual mode 
of doing you a Service." 

These words were heard and understood , and a murmar of 
applause followed from some, vbile otbers tbougbt the wbole af- 
fair mysterious and questionable. There was np time to interpose 
by acts , bad such a course been contemplated, the lugger keepiog 
too dose in to be exposed to sbot, and there beiog as yet no new 
preparations in the batteries to meet an enemy. Then there were 
the doubts as to tbe proper party to assail, and all passed too ra« 
pidly to admit of consultation or preconcert. The movement of Le 
Feu-Follet was so easy, as to partake of tbe cbaracler of instinct. 
Her ligbt sails were fully distended, thoagb the breeze was far from 
fresh; and, as she rose and fellon the long ground-swdls, ber 
wedge-like bows caused tbe water to ripple before tbem like a swift 
currcnt meeting a sbarp obstacle in the stream. It was only as she 
sunk into the water, in stemming a swell, that anytbing like foam 
could be seen under ber fore-foot. Alonglineofswiftp-receding 
bubbles, however, marked her track, and she no sooner came 
abreast of aoy given group of spectators than she was pastit, 
sembling the progress of a porpoise as be sports along a barbour« 
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Ten minutes afler passing the palacc , or the pitch of Ihe pro« 
moQtory , Ihe lugger opeoed another bay , one \vider aod almost as 
deep as that on which Porto Ferrajo Stands , and bere sbe took the 
breeze withoat the Intervention of any neighbouring rocks, and her 
speed was essentially increased. Bitherto her close proximity to 
the shore had partially becalmed her, though the air had drawn 
round the promontory, making neariy a fair wind of it; but now the 
corrents came füll on her beam, and with much more power. Sbe 
hauled down her tacks, flattened in her sheets, luffed, and was 
soon outof sight, breasting up to windward ofapoint which formed 
the eastern exlremity of the bay last mentioned. 

All this time tbe Proserpino had not been idie : as soon as she 
discovered that the lugger was endeavouring to escape , her rigging 
was alive with men. Sail after seil was set , one white cloud suc- 
ceeding another, until she was a sheet of canvass from her trucks 
to her bnlwarks. Her lofty sails taking the breeze above the adja- 
cent coast, herprogress was swift, forthis particular frigatehadthe 
reputation of being one of the fastest vessels in the Eoglish marine. 

It was jast twenty minutes, by Andrea Barrofaldi's watch, afler 
Le Feu-FoIIet passed the spot where he stood when the Proserpine 
came abreast of it. Her greater draught of water induced her to 
keep half a mile from tbe promontory; but she was so near as to 
allow a Tcry good opportunity to examine her general construction 
and appearance as sbe went by. The batteries were now manned, 
and a consultation was held on the proprlety of punishing a repu- 
blican for daring to come so near a Tuscan port. But there flew 
the respected and dreaded English ensign; and it was still a matter 
of doubt whethcr the stranger were friend or encmy. Nothing 
flbout the ship showed apprehension , and yet she was clearly cha- 
sing a craft which, Coming from a Tuscan harbour, an Englishman 
would be bound to consider entitled to bis protection rather than 
to bis hostility. In a word , opinions were divided , and when that 
is the case in matters of this natura decision is obviously difficult. 
Then, if aFrenchman, she clearly attempted no injury to any on the 
^land; and those who possessed the power tocommence a fire were 
fuUy aware how much the town lay exposed , and how litUe benefit 
might be expected from even a Single broadside. The consequenee 
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Vas, fh&t the fcw who were disposed to open on the frigate, Üke the 
two or threc who had feit ihe same disposition towards the lugger, 
were restrained in their wishes, not only by (he voiceofsuperior 
authoritj, bat by that of numbers. 

In the meanwhile theProserpine pressed on, and m ten minntes 
more she was not only out of the ränge, but beyond the reach of 
shot. As she opened the bay west of the town, Le Fen-Follet was 
Seen from her decks , fall a league ahead , dose on a wind , the 
breeze hauling round the western end of the Island, glancing 
through the water at a rate which rendered pursuit more than 
doubtful. Still the ship persevered, and in little more than an 
hour from the time she had crowded sail she was up with the 
western extremity of the hüls , thongh more than a mile to leeward. 
Here she met the fair southern breeze, uninfluenced by the land, 
as it came through the pass between Corsica and Elba , and got a 
clear view of the work before her. The stndding-sails and royals 
had been taken in twenty minntes earlier; the bowlines were now 
all hauled , and the frigate was brought dose upon the wind. StiU 
thechase was evidently hopeless, the little Feu-Follet haviog every- 
f hing as mach to her mind as if she had ordered the weather ex- 
pressly to show her powers. WIth her sheels flattened in until 
her can?ass stood like boards, her head looked füll a point to wind- 
ward ofthat of the ship, and, what was of eqnal importance, she 
even went to windward of the point she looked at, while the Proser- 
pine, if anything, feil off a litüe, thongh but a very little, from her 
own course. Under all these differences the lugger went through 
the water six feet to the frigate's five, beating her in speed almost 
as much as she did in her weatherly qualities. 

The vessel to windward was not the first lugger by fiity that 
Captain Cuffe had assisted in chasing, and he knew the hopelessness 
of foUowing such a traft under circumstances so directly adapted 
to its qualities. Then he was far from certain that he was pursuiug 
an enemy atall, whatever distrust the Signals may haveexcited, 
since she bad dearly come out of a friendly port. Bastia , too , lay 
within a few hours' run, and there was the wholeof theeasteoastof 
Corsica, abounding with small baysand havens, in which aresselof 
4hat size might take reftige if pressed. After convinclng himself. 
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tberefore, by half-aD-hour*s fartber trial in open sailing under the 
fuUfarceofthebreeze oftbe fruitlessness ofhiseffort, that eipe- 
rienced officer ordered theProserpine's heim tobe put up, theyards 
squared, and he stood to the northward, apparently shaping his 
course for Leghorn or the Gulf of Genoa. When the frigate made 
this cbange in her course, the lugger, which had tacked some time 
pre>iously, was just on tbe point of being shut in by the western 
end of Elba^ and she was soon lost to view entlrely, with every 
prospect of her weathering the island altogether, without being 
obliged to go about again. 

It was no more than natural that such a cbase should occasion 
some animation in a place so retired and ordinarily so dull as Porto 
Ferrajo. Several of tbe young idlers of the garrison obtained 
horses, and galloped up among the hüls to watch the result; the 
monntains being pretty well intersected by bridle-paths» though 
totally without regulär roads. Those who remalned in the town, 
as a matter of course , were not disposed to let so favourable a 
subject for disconrse die away immediately for want of a disposi- 
tion to gossip on it. Little eise was talked of that day than the me- 
naced attack of the republican frigate and the escape of the lugger* 
Some , indeed , still doubted , for every question has its two sides, 
and there was just enough of disseot to render the discussions 
livcly and tbe argnments ingenious. Among the disputants» Tito 
Viti acted a prominent part. Having committed himself so openly 
by his vivasy and his public remarks in the port, he feit it due to 
his own character to justify all that he had said ; and Raoul Yyard 
could not have desired a warmer advocate than he now had in the 
podestä. The worthy magistrate exaggerated ttie vice-governor's 
knowledge of English by way of leaving no deflciency in tbe neces- 
sary proofs of the Ingger's national character* Nay , he even went 
so far as to affirm that he had comprehended a portion of the docu«- 
ments eihibited by the '^Signor Smees" himself; andasto *'ze 
Ying-y-^Ying," any ooe acquainted in the least with the geography 
of the British Channel, would understand that she was precisely 
the sort ofcraft which the semi>Gallic inbabitants of Guernsey and 
Jersey would be apt to send forth to cruize against the altogether 
Gallie inbabitants of tbe adjacent main. 
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Duriog all these discussioDS, there was one heart in Porto 
Ferrajo whicb was swelling with the conflicting emotions of grati- 
tude, disappointment, joy and fear, though the tongue of its 
owner was silent. Of all of her sex in the place , Ghita alone had 
nothing to conjecture , no speculation to advance , no opinion to 
maintain, nor any wish to express. Still she Ustened eagerly, 
and it was not the least of her causes of satisfaction to 6nd that her 
own hurried Interviews with the handsome privateer's-man , had 
apparently escaped Observation. At length her mind was fully 
lightened of its apprehensioos, leaving nothing bat tender regrets, 
by the return of the horsemen from the monntains. These per« 
sons reported that the upper sails of the frigate were just visible in 
the northem board , so far as they could jndge even more distant 
than the island of Capraya , while the lugger had beaten up almost 
as far to windward as Pianosa , and then seemed disposed to stand 
over towards the coast of Corsica; doubtless with an Intention to 
molest the commerce ofthat hostile island. 

CHAPTER Vil. 

^n^ — And, indeed, Sir, there are cozeners abroad; Ihereforc it 
behoves men to be wary. 

Cto, — Fear not, thou man , thou shalt lose nothing here. 
Ant. — I hope so, Sir; for I have about me many parcels of change. 

Winteret Tale, 

Such was the State of things at Porto Ferrajo at noon , or about 
the hour when its inhabitants bethought them of their mid-day 
meal. Withmost, the siesta followed , though the seaair, with 
its invigorating coolness, rendered that indulgence less necessary 
to these islanders than to most of their neighbonrs on the main. 
Then succeeded the reviving animation of theafternoon, and the 
return of the zephyr, or the western breeze. So regulär, indeed, 
are these changes in the currenls of the air, during thesummcr 
months» that the mariner can rely with safety on meeting a light 
breeze from the southward throughout the moming, a calm at 
noon — the siesta of the Mediterranean — and the delightfully 
cool wind from the west, after three or foar o'clock; this last ig 
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agaiti succceded, at night, by a breeze directly from the land« 
Weel(s at a time have we known this order of Ibings to be uninter- 
rupted ; and when the changes did occasionally occur, it was only 
in the slight episodes of sbowers and thtinder-storms; of which, 
howeYer , Italy has far fewer than the coast of America. 

Soch, then, was the State of Porto Ferrajo, towards the 
evening that succeeded this day of bustle and eicitement. The 
zephyr again prevailed, the idle once more issued forth fortheir 
sun-set walk , and the gossips were coUecling to renew their con- 
jectures, and to start some new point in their already exhausted 
discussionSy when a rumour spread through the place , like fire 
commonicated to a train , that *'ze Ying-y-Ving" was once more 
Coming down on the weather-side of the island , precisely as she 
had approached on the previous evening; with the confidence of a 
friend and the celerity of a bird. Years had passed sincesuch a 
tumult was awakened in the capital of Elba. Men, women and 
children poured from the houses, and were seen climbing the 
streets, all hastening to the promenade, as if to satisfy them- 
selves , with their own eyes , of the existence of some miracle. In 
Tain did the in6rm and aged call on the vigorous and more youth- 
ful for the costomary assistance ; they were avoided like the cases 
of plague , and were left to hobble up the terraced street asbest 
they might. Even mothers, after dragging them at their own 
sides tili fearful of being too late , abandoned their yoang in the 
highway, certain of finding them rolled to the foot of the declivity, 
should they fall of scrambling to its snmmit. In Short, it was a 
scene of confasion in which there was much to laugh at, somc- 
thing to awaken wonder , and not a little which was natural. 

Ten minutes had not certainly elapsed, after the rumour 
reached the lower part of the town , before two thousand persons 
were on the hill , including nearly all the principal personages of 
the place, 'Maso, Tonti, Ghita, and the different characters 
known to the reader. So nearly did the scene of this evening re- 
semble that of the past, — the numbers of the throng on the hill 
and the greater interest excepted , — that one who had been pre- 
sent at the former might readily have fancied the latter merely its 
poQlinuation. There, indeed, was the lugger, under her fore- 



94 



Stil and mafnsail, with the jigger brailed, comiog down wing- 
and-wing, and gliding along the glittering sea like the duck satl- 
ing towards her nest. This time, however, the Eoglish ensign 
was flying at the end of the jigger-yard , as if in triamph, and the 
Httle craft hold her way nearer to the rocks, like one acquainted 
with the coast, and fearing no danger. There was a manner of 
established confidence in the way in which she trusted herseif nn- 
der the muzzles of guns which might have destroyed her in a vcry 
few minutes, and no one who saw her approach could very well 
believe that she was anything bot a known as well as a confirmed 
friend. 

'* Would any of the republican rascals , think yon , Signor An« 
drea," asked Yito Yiti, in triumph, *'dare (o come into Porto 
Ferrajo in this style, — kuowing, too, asdoestbis 'SirSmees/ 
the sort of people he will have to deal with? Remember, vice-go- 
Teroatore, that the man has actually been ashoreamongus, and 
would not be likely to run his head into the lion*s mouth." 

'*Thoa hast changed thinc opinion greatly, neighbour Yito/' 
answered the vice-governor , somewhat drily , for he was far from 
being satisfied on the subject of Sir Cicero, and on those ofcer- 
tain other circumstances in English history and politics; *Mt bet« 
ter beeomes magistrates to be cantioas and wary." 

**WeU, if there be a more cautions and circumspect man in 
Elba than the poor podestä of Porto Ferrajo, let bim stand forth, 
i' God'sname! and prove his deeds. I do not esteem myself, 
Signor vice-governatore , as the idiest or as the most ignorant man 
in the Grand Duke's territories. There may be wiser, among 
whom I place your eccellenza ; but there is not a more loyal sub- 
ject, or a more zealous fHend of truth." 

**I belie?e it, good Yito/' returned Andrea, smiling kindly 
on his old associate , ** and have ever so considered thy advice and 
Services. Slill, I wish I knew something of this Sir Cicero; for^ 
to be frank with theo, I have even foregone my siesta in searching 
the books in qucst of such a man." 

''And do they not conßrm every syllable the Signor Smees has 
•aid?" 

''So far from it that I do not even ßnd the name. It is traei 
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several distioguished orators of that nation are styled EngKsh 
Ciceroes; bat theo all people do this by vay of commendatioD." 

** I do Dot know that, Signore, — I do not koow that : it may 
happen in our Italy, bat would it come (o pas$, think yoa, among 
remote and so lately barbarous nations as England, Germany, and 
France?" 

'*Thoa forgettest, friend Viti/' returned the vice-govcrnor, 
smiiing now in pity at his companion's ignorance and prejudiccs, 
as jnst before he had smiied in kindness, ''that ve Italians (ook 
the pains to civilize these people a tbousand years ago , and that 
they have not gone backward all this tinic. But tbere can be no 
doabt that *ze Ying-y-Ying' means to enter our bay again; and 
there Stands the *Signor Smees' eiamining us wilh a glass, as if 
he, too, contemplated another intenriew." 

**It strikes me , Yice-governatore, that it wonld be a sin neit 
to heresy to donbt the character of those vho so loyally put their 
trust in us. No republican would dare to anchor in the bay of 
Porto Ferrajo a second time* Onee^ it might possibly be done; 
hvXiwicef — no, never, never!" 

** I do not know bat yoa are right , Yito, and I am sure I hope 
so. Will yoa descend to the port and see that the forms are 
complied with? Thcn glean such useful circumstances as you 
can." 

The crowd was now in motion towards tho lower part of ihe 
town to meet the lugger; and at this Suggestion the podcstähur- 
ricd down in the (brong to be in readiness to receive the ** Signor 
Smees" as soon as he should land. It was thoaght more digniGed 
and proper for the ?ice-governor to remain , and await to hear the 
report of the supposed English officer where he was. Ghita was 
one of the few also who remained on the heights : her heart now 
beating with renewed apprehensions of the dangers which her lover 
had again braved on her acconnt, and now nearly overflowing with 
tenderness as she admitted the agreeable conviction that, had sbe 
not been in Porto Ferrajo, Raoul Yvard would never have incurred 
sach risks. 

Ghita delle Torri, or Ghita of the Towers, as the girl was 
ordinarily termed by those who koew her, from a circumstance 
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in her sitaation vhich will appear as ve advance in the tale, or 
Ghita Caraccioli , as was her real name » bad been an orpban from 
infancy. Sbe bad imbibed a strength of cbaracter and a self- 
reliance, from her condition, vhich migbt otberwise bave been 
wanting in one so young, and of a native disposition so truly gentle« 
An aunt bad impressed on her mind the lessons of female deco- 
rum ; and her uncle , who bad abandoned the world on account 
of a strong religious sentiment, bad aided in making her deeply 
devout, and keenly conscientious. The truth of her cbaracter 
rendered her indisposed to the deception which Raoul was 
practising, while feminine weakness inclined her to forgive the 
offence, for the motive. Sbe bad shuddered again and again as sbe 
remembered bow deeply the youog sailor was becoming involved 
in frauds — and frauds , too , which migbt so easily terminale in 
violence and bloodshed ; and then sbe bad trembled ander the 
induence of a gentler emotion, as sbe remembered that all these 
risks were run for her. Her reason bad long since admonished 
her that Raoul Tvard and Ghita Caraccioli ought to be strangers to 
each otber; but her beart told a different story. The present was 
an occasion suited to keep these conflicting feelings keenly alive^ 
and as bas been said, when most of the others hastened down 
towards the port, to be present when the Wing-and-Wing came 
in , sbe remained on the hill , brooding ovcr her own thoughts, 
much of the tlme bathed in tears. 

But Raoul had no Intention of trusting bis Jack o' Läutern 
where it migbt so readily be extinguished by the band of man, 
Instead of taking sbelter against any new roviug republican who 
migbt come along behlnd the buildings of the port, as bad been 
expected, he shot past the end of the quay, and anchored within 
a few fathoras of the very Spot be had quitted that morning, merely 
dropping bis kedge under foot, as before« Then be stepped con- 
(idently into bis boat, and pulled for tbe landing. 

**Eb, Signor Capitano," cried Tito Yiti, as he met bis new 
prot^g^, with an air of cordiality , as soon as the foot of tbe latter 
touched the shore, ** we looked for the pleasure of receiving you 
into our bosom , as it were, here in the baven. How ingeniously 
you led off that sans culotte this morning! Ah» tbe Inglese «r9 
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the great nation of the ocean, Colombo Dolwilhstandiag! The 
Yicfr-govenior told me all about yoar illustrious female admiral, 
Elisabetta, and tbeSpanisharmada; andtherewasNelsoni; and 
now wo bare Smees ! " 

Raool accepted these compliments, both national and persona), 
in a Yery gracious manner, squeezing the band of the podeatä with 
snitable cordiality and condescension, acting the great man as if 
accustomed to this sort of incense from infancy. As became bis 
public Situation, as well as bis character, he proposed paying bis 
duty immediately to the superior authorities of the island. 

**King George, my master," continned Raoul, as he and 
Vito Yiti walked from the quay towards the residence of Andrea 
Barrofaldi, *Ms particularly pointed on this subject, with us all, 
in bis personal Orders. *Never enter a port of one of my allies, 
Smeet ,' said he , the ?ery last time I took leave of bim , * without 
Immediately hastening with your duty to the commandant of the 
place. You never lose anytbing by being liberal of politeness ; 
and England is too polisbed a country to be outdone in these things 
by e?en the Italians, the parents of modern civilization.'" 

** You are happy in having such a sovrano , and still more so in 
belüg allowed to approach bis sacred person." 

*'0h! as to the last^ the navy is bis pet; be considers us 
captains, in particular, as bis cbildren. * Never enter London, 
my dear Smeet,' be said to me, 'without Coming to the palace, 
where you will always find a father' — you know he has one son 
among us wbo was lately a captain , as well as myself." 

''San Stephanoi and he the child of a great kiog! I did not 
know that I confess , Slgnore." 

"Why, itisalaw, in England, that the king sball give at least 
one son to the marine. ' Yes,' said hisMajesty, ' always be prompt 
in calling on the superior authorities, and remember me benevo- 
lently and affectionately to them, one and all, even down to the 
subordinate magistrates, wbo live in their intimacy." 

Raoul deligbted in playing the part he was now performing, but 

be was a little addicted to over-acting it. Like all exceedingly bold 

and decided geniuses, be was constantly striding across that step 

which separates the sublime from the ridiculous, and consequently 

The Jßch *Lantem^ J 
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ran no small hazard ia the way of discovery. But with Vito Yiti 
he iacurred litüe risk on this score; proYincial credulity and a love 
of the marvelloQS Coming in aid of his general ignorance, to render 
him a safe depositary of anything of this sort which the other might 
choose to advance. Vito Yiti feit it to be an honour to converse 
with a man who, in his turn, had conversed with aking; and as 
he puffed his way np the steep ascent again , he did not fail to 
express some of the feelings which were glowing in his breast. 

**Is it not a happiness toserve such a prince?" he exclaimed, — 
*' nay to die for him ! " 

** The latter is a Service I have not yet performed/' answered 
Raoul, innocently, *'but which may one day well happeo. Bo 
you not think, podestä, that he who lays down his life for his 
prince merits canonization?" 

'*That would 011 the calendar too soon in these wars, Signor 
Smees ; bat I will concede you the generals and admirals , and 
other great personages. Si -* a general or an admiral who dies for 
his sovereign , does deserve to be made a saint — this would leave 
these miserable French republicans , Signore , without hope or 
honour!" 

**Xhey are Canaille, from the highest to thelowest, and can 
reasonably expect nothing better. If they wish to be canonized, 
let them restore the Bourbons , and put themselves lawfully in the 
way of such a blessing. The chase of this moming, Signor Tito 
Yiti, mustat least, hayeamusedthetown?" 

The podestä wanted but this opening to pour out a history of 
his own emotions, sensations and raptures. He expatiated in 
glowing terms on the Service the lugger had rendered the place by 
leading off the rascally republicans, showing that he considered 
the manoeuvre of passing the port, instead of entering it, as one 
of the most remarkable of which he had ever heard , or even read. 

'*I de6ed the vice-governor to produce an example of a finer 
professional Inspiration in the whole ränge of history^ beginning 
with his Tacitus, and ending with your new English work on 
Roma. I doubt if the eider Pliny, or Mark Antony, or even Cssar, 
ever did a finer thing, Signore; and I am not a man addicted to 
eitravagance in complimeDts. Had it been a fleet of vessels of 



99 



three decks, iastead of a little lagger, Christendom would have 
ruog with the glory of the achievement ! " 

**Had it been but a frigate, my excellent friend, the manoBayre 
woald have been unnecessarj. Feste ! it is not a Single repnblican 
ship which can malie a stont English frigate slcullt along the roclss, 
and fly lilce a thief at night." 

''Ah, there is the vice-governor wallcing on his terrace, Sir 
Smees , and dying vith impatience to greet yon. We will drop 
the snbject for another occasion , and a bettle of good Ilorence 
liquor." 

The reception whichAndreaBarrofaldi gaveRaonl, was farless 
warm than that he received from the podestli, thongh it was polite, 
and without any visiblc signs of distrust. 

'*I have come, Signor Yice-governatore," said the privatecrs-> 
man , *'in compliance with positive Orders from my master, to pay 
my respects to yon again , and to report my arrival once more in 
your bay ; thongh the craise made since my last departure has not 
been so long as an East^India voyage." 

** Short as it has been, we shonld have reason toregretyour 
absence, Signore, were it not for the admirable proofs it has 
afforded as of yonr resonrces and seamanship /' retnrned Andrea, 
with due complaisance. **To own the tmth , when I saw you de- 
part it was with the apprehension that we shonld never enjoy this 
satisfaction again. But, like your English Sir Cicero , the second 
Coming may prove even more agreeable than the first." 

Raoul laughed , and he even had the grace to blush a little ; 
after which he appeared to reflect intensely on some matter of mo- 
ment. Smiles strnggled round his handsome mouth , and then 
he suddenly assumed an air of sailor-like frankness , and disclosed 
his passing sensations in words. 

** Signor Yice-govematore, I ask the favour of one moment's 
private Conference; Signor Yito Yiti, give us leave a Single mo- 
ment, ifyouplease. Iperceive, Signore," continued Raoul, as 
he and Andrea walked a little aside, '* that you have not easily for- 
gotten my little fanfaronade about our English Cicero. But what 
will you have? — we sailors are sent to sea children , and we know 
little ofbooks. My excellent father, HilordSmeet, had meput 

7* 
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in a frigatc vhen I was ooly twelve , an age at vhich one koows 
TerylittleofCiceroes, or Dantes, or Corneilles , even as youwill 
eonfess« Tbns , when I fonnd myself in the presence of a gentle- 
man whose repntation for leaming has reached far beyond the Is- 
land he 80 admirably governs, a silly ambition has led me into a 
folly which he finds it hard to forgive. If I have talked of names 
of which I know nothing » it may be a weakness, snchasyonng 
men will fall into ; bnt surely it is no heinons crime?" 

'*Yoa allow, Signore, that there has been no English Sir 
acero?'* 

**The trath compels me to saylknow nothing about it. But 
it is hard for a very young man , and one, too, who feels bis defi- 
ciencies of education, to admit all this to a philosopher on a first 
acqnaintance* It becomes a different thing wheu natural modesty 
isencouraged bya familiär goodness of heart; and a day's acqnaint- 
ance with the Signor Barrofaldi is as much as a year with an ordi- 
nary man." 

*'If this be the case, Sir Smees, I can readlly nnderstand, and 
as willingly oTerlook, what has passed/* returned the vlce-go- 
vernor, with a self-complaceney which in nothing feil short of 
that which TitoYlti had so recently exhibited. *' It mnst be painfol 
to a sensitive mind to feel the deGciencies which nnavoidably ac- 
company the wantofopportnnities for study; andl, atleast, can 
now say how delightful it is to witness the ingenuousness which 
admits it. Then, if England has neyer possessed a Cicero in name, 
doubtiess she has had many in qualifications, afler allowing for 
the halo which time ever throws around a repntation. Should your 
duty often call you this way , Slgnore , during this summer, it will 
add to the pleasure I experience in enjoying the advantage of your 
acqnaintance » to be permitted, in some slight degree, todirect 
your reading to such works as, with a mind like yours, will be 
certain to lead to proGt and pleasure." 

RaonI made a snitable acknowledgment for this olfer, and from 
that moment the best understanding existed between the parties. 
The priTateersman^ who had received a much better education than 
he pretended to, and who was a consummate actor, as well as« oo 
certain occasions, a practised flatterer , determlned to be morQ 
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cautious in futare, sparing his literarj conjectures, whatever 
liberUes he might take with otber sobjects. And yet this reckless 
and daring mariner never flattered nor deceived Gbita in anything! 
With her he bad been all sincerity, tbe influence he had obtalned 
OYer the feelings of that pure-minded girl , being as much the re- 
sult of the nature and real feeling he had manifesled, as of his 
manly appearance and general powers of pleasing. It would have 
been, iudeed, matter of interesting Observation , for one cnrioos 
in the study of haman nature , to note bow completely tbe girl's in- 
nocence and simpiicity of character hadextendeditselfovereTery 
act of the young man , that was any way connected with her, pre- 
ventlng bis even feigoing that rellgion which he certainly did not 
feel, and the want of which was the sole obstacle to the union he 
had now solicited for nearly a twelvemonth, and which, of all 
others , was tbe object by far the dosest to his beert. With Andrea 
Barrofaldi and Tito Yiti , and most especiaily with the hated Eng- 
lish , it was a very different thing, however; and seldom was Raoul 
bappier than wben he was employed in precisely such a scene of 
mystißcation as that in which he was at that moment engaged. 

The Yice-^overnor haviog established relations so completely 
amicable with the * Signor Smees ,' could do no less than invite his 
guest to enter the palazzo, along with himself and the podestä. As 
it was yet too ligbt for the sailor to seek an interview with Gbita , he 
cbeerfully accepted the offer; making a careful examination of the 
whole of the northern margin of the sea , from bis elevated Posi- 
tion , bowever, before he crossed the threshold. This little delay, 
on Raoul's part, enabled the podestä to have a passing word with 
his friend unobserved. 

^'Toubavefoand * Sir Smees,'" saidVitoYiti, with earnest- 
ness , *'all that your wisdom and prudence could desire, I trust? 
For my part, Iconsider bim a most interesting yonth ; one destined 
at some futnre time to lead fleets and dispose of the fortunes of 
nations." 

**He is more amiable and even better informed than I had 
thought, neighbour Yito Yiti* He gives up his Sir Cicero with a 
grace which causes one regrct that it was i^^cessary; and, like 
yourself, I make no doubt of his becoming an illustrious admiral 
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in time. It is true, his falber, *Milordo Smees,' has not done 
justice to his education; but it is not too late, yet, to repair that 
evil. Go, desire bim to enter; for I am impatient to draw his 
attention to certain works iKrbich may be useful to one in bis line of 
life." 

At this Suggestion the podestä retnmed to the door , in order to 
usher the imaginarj Gnemsey-man into the residente. He found 
Raonl still Standing on the entrance , examiniog the sea. There 
were two or three coasters, felaccas , as nsual , stealing along the 
coast, in the Italian fashion, eqnally afraid of the barbarians of 
the south shore, and of the French of the north. All these would 
have been good prizes; but, to do the privateersman justice, he 
was little in the habit of molesting mariners of so low a class» 
There was one felucca , however, wbich was just rounding the 
promontory, Coming in from the north; and with the peopie of this 
craft he determined to have some communication as soon as he 
retnrned to the port, with a view to ascertain if she had fallen in 
with the frigate« Just as he had come to this resolution, the 
podestä joined bim , and he was usbered into the house. 

It is unnecessary to give the discourse wbich succeeded. It 
related more to literature and matters in general , than to anything 
connected with our tale , the worthy vice-govemor being disposed 
to reward the ingenuousness of the young sailor by fumishing bim 
with as much Instruction as the time and circumstances would 
allow. Raoul bore this very well , waiting patiently for the light to 
disappear, when be feit a perfect confidence of again meeting Ghita 
on the promenade. As he had discovered how much more safety 
there was in dilBdence than in pretension, he found bis task of 
deception comparati?ely easy; and by letting the vice-gOYemor 
have hisown way, he not only succeeded in gaining that functionary 
over to a füll belief in his assumed nationality, but in persuading 
bim to believe the 'Signor Smees' a young man of even more em- 
dltion than he had at 6rst supposed. By means as simple and 
natural as these, Raoul made more progress in the good graces of 
Andrea Barrofaldi in the next two hours, than he could have done in 
a year by setting np his own knowledge and reading as authority. 

There is little doobt that the vice-governor found this interview 
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agrceable, from the time he was disposed to waste od f t ; and, it 
is certain, Raoal thoaght it some of the hardest dnty in vhich he 
had e?er been engaged. As for Tito Viti , he was edified, and he 
did not care to conceal it, giving freqaent manifestaÜODS of bis 
satisfaction by expressions of delight; occasionally Yenturiog a 
remark as if expressly to betray his own ignorance. 

**I haye often known yon great, Yice-governatore/' he cried, 
when Andrea had closed a dissertation on the earlier history of all 
the northern nations, which lasted fall half-an-hour, '*but never 
so great as you are to-n!ght ! Signore , yon haye been most illas- 
trions this evening! Is it not so , Signor Smees? Conld any Pro- 
fessor of Pisa , or even of Padua , do more jnstice to a subject than 
we haye seen done to this to which we have been listening?** 

** Signor Podestä/' added Raool, **but one feeling has pre- 
yailed in my mind while attendiog to what has been said ; and that 
has been deep regret that my profession has cut me off from all 
these rieh stores of profonnd Üionght. But it is permitted ns to 
admire that which we cannot even Imitate." 

**Qaite tme, Signori," answered Andrea, with gentlebene- 
Tolence; '*bnt with dispositions like yours, Sir Smees, it is not 
so Yery diflScnlt to imitate what we admire. I will write out a list 
of works which I would recommend to your pernsal; and by 
touching at Livorno or Napoli , you will obtain all the books at rea- 
sonable prices. Ton may expect to see the list on your breakfast- 
table to-morrow moming, as I shall not sleep until it is com« 
pletcd." 

Raoul gladly seized upon this promlse as a hint to depart, and 
he took his leave with suitable acknowledgments of gratitude and 
delight. When he got out of the palazzo , however, he gave a long, 
low wbistle , like a man who feit he had escaped from a scene in 
which persecution had been a little lightened by the ridlculons, and 
uttered a few curses on the nations of the north for being so iocon- 
siderate as to haye histories so much longer and more elaborate 
than he conceiyed to be at all necessary. All this passed as he 
hastened along the promenade, which he found deserted, eyery 
human being haying apparently left it. At length he thoaght he 
perceiyed a female form some distance a-head of bim, and in a 
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part of the walk which was never much frequented. Hasteniog 
towards it, hfs quick eye discerned the persoo of her he sought^ 
evidenily waiting for his approach. 

^'Raoal»" exclaimed Ghita , reproachfully, **in what will these 
often-repeated risks fioally end? When so fairly and cleverly out 
of the harbour of Porto Ferrajo, why did you not possess the pru« 
dence to remain there?" 

'*Thou know'st the reason , Ghita, and why ask this question? 
San Nettuno ! was it not handsomely done? — and is not this brave 
vice-governorrarelyroystitied? I sometimcs think , Ghita, Ihave 
mistaken my Tocation , which should have been that of a diplo*- 
mate." 

**Andwhya diplomate, in particular, Raoul? Thou art too 
honest to deceive long, whatever thou inay*st do on an occasion 
like this , and in a pressing emergency/' 

** Why? — but no matter. This Andrea Barrofaldi, and (his 
Vito Yiti f will one day know why. And now to our business, 
Ghita , since Le Feu*-Follet cannot always decorate the bay of Porto 
Ferrajo." 

**True/' interrupted the girl, "and-Ihave come fornoother 
purpose than to say as mactf myself. My dear uncle has arriyed, 
and he intends to sait for the Torri with the first felucca." 

'*There! — this has done more to make me believe in a Pro- 
vidence than all the preaching of all the padri of Italy. Here is the 
lugger to take the place of the felucca, and we can sail this very 
night. My cabin shall be yours entirely ; and, with your uncle for 
a protector, no one can raise an evil tongue against the step." 

Ghita, to own the truth, expected this very olTer, which, 
agreeable as it was, her sense of propriety would certainly have 
prevented her from accepting but for one consideration , — it migbt 
be made the nieans of getting Raoul out of an enemy's port and , in 
so much , out of harm's way. This , with one of her affectionate 
heart, was an object to which she would have sacrificed appearances 
of even a graver character. We do not wish the reader, however, 
to get a false Impression of this girl's habits and education. 
Although the latter, in many particulars, was superior to that 
rcceived by most young women of her class of life, the former were 
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simple, and suited to her statioo as well as to the asages of her 
eountry. She had not beeo bronght up wilh Ihat severe restraint 
which regulates the deportmeot of the youog Italian females of 
conditioo , perhaps in a degree just as mach too severely, as it 
leaves the young American too little restrained ; bat she had been 
taught all that deeonim and delicacy required, either for the 
beaatiful or the safe; and her notions inculcatcd the inex- 
pediency, if not the impropriety, of one in her silnation taking a 
passage in a privateer at all, and particnlarly so in one commanded 
by an a?owed lover. But, on the other band , the distance be- 
twecn Porto Ferrajo and the Towers was only about fifty miles , and 
a few honrs would snffice to place her in safety benealh her own 
roof , and , what was of more importance in her vIew just then, 
Baoul in safety along with her. On all this had she pondered , and 
she was consequently prepared with an answer to the proposal that 
had just been made. 

** If my unde and myself could accept this generous ofler, when 
would it be convenient for you to sail, Raoul?'' the girl demanded. 
** We have now been ahsent longer Uian we intended , and longer 
than we ought." 

'* Within an hour, if there were any wind. But you see how it is, 
Ghita — the zepbyr has done blowing, and it now seems as if every 
fan of Italy had gone to sleep. You can depeod on our sailing the 
instant it shall be in our power. At need, we will use the 
sweeps." 

**I will, then, see my uncle, and mention to him that there 
is a vessel about to sail , in which we had better embark. Is it not 
odd, Raoul, that he is profoundly Ignorant of your being in the 
bay? He gets more and more lost to thiogs around him every day, 
and Ido believe be does not recollect that you command an enemy's 
vessel half the time." 

<* Let him trust to me ; he shall never have occasion to know it, 
Ghita.'* 

**We are assured ofthat, Raoul. The generous manner in 
which you interposed to save us from the corsair of the Algerines, 
which began our acquaintance, and for which we shall always tave 
occasion to bless you, has made peace between yoa and us^ for 
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e^er, Butfor your timelysuccour, last summer, myandeand 
myself wonld oow have been slaves with barbariaos." 

**Thatisanotherthing that inclioes me to believe in a Provi- 
dence, Ghita! Little did I know, wben rescuing yoa and your 
good kinsman from tbe boat of the Algerine, vhom I was saving. 
And yet yoa see how all has come to pass , and that in serving yoa 
I have merely been serving myself." 

**WoaId that thou could'st learn to serve that God who dis- 
poses of US all al bis holy pleasure!" murmured Ghita, tears 
forcing themselves to her eyes, and a convulsive effort alone sup- 
pressing the deep emotion with vhich she uttered the words; ''but 
we thank thee again and again, Raoul, as the instrument of His 
mercy in the affair of the AJgerlne, and are willing to trust to thee 
now and always. It will be easy to induce my uncle to embark ; 
but as he knows thy real character, when he chooses to recoUect it, 
I hardly think it well do to say with whom. We must arrange an 
bour and a place to meet, when I will see to his being there, and 
in readiness." 

Raoul and Ghita next discussed the little details : a place of 
rendezYoos without the town , a Short distance below the win»- 
bouse of Benedetta , being selected , in preference to one that 
would necessarily subject them to Observation. This portion of 
the arrangements was soon settled, and then Ghita thought it pru* 
dent to separate. In this proposal her companion acquiesced with 
a better grace than he might have done had he not the girFs assu- 
rance of meeting bim within an hour, in order that everything 
might be ready for a Start with the ßrst appearance of wind. 

When left alone , Raoul bethought bim that Ilhuel and Filippo 
were on shore as usual ; the New-Hampshire man consenting to 
serve only on condition of being allowed to land ; a privilege he 
always abused by driving a contraband trade on occasions like the 
present. So great was the fellow'sdexterity in such matters, that 
Raoul , who disdained smuggling, while he thought himself com- 
pelled to wink at it in others , had less apprehensions of his com- 
mitting the lugger, than he might have feit in the case of one less 
cunning. But it was now necessary to get these two men off, or 
abandon them, and fortunately remembering the name of the 
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wine-house where they had taken their potatious the previons 
night, herepairedto it without delay, luckily Godinglthael and 
his interpreter deep io Ihe discussionof anotherflask of the favour- 
ite Tnscan beyerage. 'Maso and his nsoal companions were pre- 
sent also, and there being nothing nnnsnal in the Commander of an 
Englishshipofwarlikioggood liqnor, Raoul, to preyent snspi- 
cion, drew a chair and asked for his glass. By the conyersation 
which foUowed, the young priyateersman feit satisfied that, 
thongh he might haye sncceeded in throwing dast into the eyes of 
the yice-goyernor and the podestä, these experieneed old seamen 
still distrnsted his character. It was so nnnsnal a thing for a 
French frigate, while it was so nsnal for an Eoglish frigate , to be 
Standing along the coast, near io , that these mariners , who were 
familiär with all such matters, had joined this circnmstance to the 
snspicions signs abont the Ingger, and were strongly disposed to 
belieye the truth conceming both yessels. To all this, howeyer, 
Raoul was more indifferent than he might haye been but for the 
arrangement to sail so soon. He took his wine , thercfore , with 
apparent indifference, and, in proper season, withdrew, carrying 
with him Ithuel and the Genoese. 



CHAPTER Vlll. 

Wilhin cur bay , one stormy night, 

The isle's men saw boats make for shore, 

Wilh here and there a danciog light 

That flash'd on man and oar. 
When haiied , the rowing stopp'd and all was dark. 
Ha I lanlern werk ! — We '11 bome I They 're playing shark ! 

Dana. 

It was dark when Raonl quitted the goyernment-house, leaying 
Andrea Barrofaldi and Yito Yiti in the library of the former. No 
sooner was the young seaman's back turned than the yice-goyernor, 
who was in a humour to display his acquirements , resumed a 
discussion which he had fonnd so agreeable to his self-esteem. 

** It is easy to see , good Tito Viti , that this young Inglese is a 
gentleman of noble birth, thongh not ofa liberal education," he 
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Said; '^doubtless, hisfather^ Milordo Smecs, has a large family, 
and the nsages of England are different from those of Italy in 
respect to birth-right. Tiiere, the eldest son alone inherits the 
honours of the family, vbiie the cadets are put into the army and 
navy to earn new distinctions. Nelsoni is the son of a priest , I 
hcar— " 

''Cospetto ! of a padre ! Signor Yice-governatore," interrupted 
the podest^ — *Mt is most indecent to oum it. A priest must be 
possessed of the devil himself to own his issue , though issue he 
may certainly have." 

"There, again, good Yito, it is different with the Luteran! 
and US Catholics. The priests of England , you will please to re- 
member, marry, while ours do not." 

**I should not like to be shrived by such a padre ! — The man 
would be certain to teil his wife all I confessed ; and the saints 
could only say what would be the end on 't. Porto Ferrajo would 
soon be too hot to hold an honest man — ay, or even an honest 
woman in the bargain.** 

^*But the Luterani do not confess, and are never shrived at all, 
you will remember." 

*'San Stefano! — How do they expect, then^ ever to get to 
hca?en?" 

''I will not answerthat they do, friendYito; and we aie cer- 
tain , that if they /lave such expectations, they must be most 
trcacherous to them. But, talking of this Sir Smees; you per^ 
ceive in his air and manner the finesse of the Anglo-Saxon race ; 
which is a people altogether distinct from the ancient Gauls, both 
in history and characters. Pietro Giannone , in his Storia Ctvtle 
del Rdgno di NapoH^ speaks of the Normans , who were a brauch 
of theseadventurers, with great interest and particularity; andl 
think I can trace in this youth some of the Tery peculiarities which 
are so admirably delineated in his well-told , bat too free , wri- 
tings. — Well ! Pietro ; I was not speakiog of thee, but of a name- 
sake of thine, of the family of Giannona, an historian of Naples of 
note and merit — what is thy will?" 

This qaestion was put to a senrant, who entered at that mo- 
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meot, holdiDg in his hand a piece of paper, wfaich he desired to 
]ay before his master. 

** A cavaliere is without , Signor Andrea, who asks the honour 
of an audience, and who sends in his name, as yonr eccellenza 
will find it on this paper." 

The Yice-governor took the slip of paper, and read alond 
** Edward Griffin, tenenle della marina Inglesa." 

''Ah! here is an officer sent from 'ze Ying-y-Ying/ with 
some communication, friend Tito; it is fortunate you are still here 
to hear what he has to say. Show the lieutenant in , Pietro." 

One who anderstood Englishmen better than Andrea Barro- 
faldi wonld hare been satisfied at a glance that he who now entered 
was really a native of that conntry. He was a young man of some 
twoorthreeandtwenty, ofamddy, round, good-natured face, 
wearing an nndress coat of the senrice to which he professed to be- 
long, and whose whole air and manner betrayed his profession 
quite as mnch as his conntry. The salutations he uttered were in 
Tery respectable Italian, familiarity with the langnage being the 
precise reason why he had been selected for the errand on which 
be had come, After these salutations he put a piece of parchment 
into Andrea*s hand, remarking — 

^*If you read English, Signore, you will perceive by that com- 
mission I am the person I represent myself to be/' 

''Donbtiess, Signor Tenente , you belong to ze Ying-y-Ying, 
and are a subordinate of Sir Smees?" 

The young man looked surprised, and at the same time half- 
disposed to laugh ; though a sense of decornm suppressed the 
latter inclination. 

*'I belong to His Brftannie Majesty's ship, Proserpine, Sig- 
nore ," he drily answered , '* and know not what you mean by the 
Ying-y-Ying. Captain Cuffe, of that ship, the frigate you saw off 
your harbour this morning, has sent me down in the felucca that 
got in this erening, to communicate intelligence conceming the 
lugger which we chased to the southward about nine o'clock, but 
which I see is again snug at her anchor in this bay. Our ship was 
lying behind Capraya when I left her, but will be here to take me 
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off and to hear the news, before daylight, should the wind ever 
blow again." 

Andrea Barrofaldi and Yito Yiti stared , andthat, too, asifa 
messenger bad come from tbe lower regions to summon them away 
for their misdeeds. Lieutenant Griffin spoke unusually good IIa- 
lian for a foreigner^ and bis manner of proceeding was so straight- 
forward and direct, as to carry witb it every appearance of trutb. 

"You do not know wbat I mean by ze Ving-y-Ying?" de- 
manded tbe vice-governor, witb empbasis. 

^'Tobe frank witb you, I do not, Signore. Ying-y-Ying is 
not Englisb , nor do I know tbat it is Italian." 

Mr. Griffin lost a good deal of ground by tbis assertion , wbicb 
implied a doubt of Andrea's knowledge of foreigo tongues. 

'*You say, Signor Tenente, if I comprehend your meaning, 
tbat Ying-y-Ying is not Englisb?" 

«*Indeed, Ido, Sir; at least no Englisb tbat I bave ever beard 
spokeu , at sea or asbore ; and we seamen bave a language of our 
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**Will you, tben, permit me to ask you wbat is tbe transla- 
tion of ala e ala, word for word." 

Tbe lieutenant paused a moment, and pondered. Tben be 
laugbed involuntarily, cbeckingbimselfalmostimmediately, witb 
an air of respect and gravity. 

**I beÜeve I now understand you, Signor Yice-governatore," 
be Said ; ** we bave a sea-pbrase , sometbing like tbis, to describe 
a fore-and-aft vessel witb ber sails swinging off on botb sides ; 
but we call it wing-and-wing." 

^' S\, Signore •— ving-y-ving. Sucb is tbe name of tbe lugger 
of your king wbicb now lies in our bay." 

**Ab! we tbougbt as mueb, Signori; tbe scoundrel bas de- 
ceived you , as be bas done a bundred before you, and will do to a 
bundred again , unless we catcb bim to-nigbt. Tbe lugger is a 
celebrated Frencb privateer wbicb we bave six cruizers in cbase of 
at this moment, our own sbip included. Sbe is called Le Feu" 
Follet, wbicb is not Wing-and-Wing, but Will-o-the-Wisp, 
or Jack-o-Lantern, in Englisb; and wbicb you in Kalian would 
call // Fuoco Fatuo. Her Commander is Raoul Yvard, tban 
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wbom there Is not a greater desperado safllng out of France ; 
thoagh ft Ss admitted that the fellow has some good — nay , sonie 
noble qaalities." 

At every word uttered by the lieutenant , a page of history was 
blotted out from the memory of bis listener. The vice-goveraor 
had beard the name of Raoul T?ard, and evco that of Le Feu« 
Follet, which the malignancyofa bitter war had blackenednearly 
to the haes of piracy. The thonght that he had been the dupe of 
this corsair — nay, that he had actually been entertaining bim 
with bonours and hospitality within an hour, was nearly too much 
for bis philosophy, Men do not often submit to such humiliating 
sensations without a stmggle; and before he woold or couldac- 
cord füll credence to wbat was now told bim , it was natural to 
oppose the objections that first offered« 

**A11 this must be a mistake»** obsenred the Tice-govemor; 
"there are English as well as French luggers, and this isoneof 
the fornier. Her Commander is a noble English gentleman, a 
son of Milordo Smees ; and thoagh bis education bas been , in 
a trifling degree, neglected, be shows bis origin and national 
character in all he says and does. Ze Ving-y-Ving is commanded 
by Sir Smees, a yoang officer of merit, as you must have seen 
yourself, Signore, by his evolutions this very morning. Surely 
you have beard of II Capitano Sir Smees, tbo son of Milordo 
Smees!" 

*'We do not deny that bis escape tbis morning was a clever 
tbingy Yice-governatore, for the fellow is a seaman, erery inch 
of bim; and be is as brave as alion; but, then, beisasimpu- 
dent as a beggar^s dog. There is no Sir Smees , nor any Sir Any* 
Body eise, in command of any of onr luggers anywhere. In the 
Mediterranean , we have no cnilser of this rig at all; and the two 
or three we have elsewhere, are commanded by old sea-dogs, 
who have been brought np in that sort of craft. As for Sirs, they 
are scarce out bere , though the battle of the Nile has made a few 
of them for the navy« Then you '11 not often meet with a noble- 
man's son in a clipper like this , for that sort of gentry generally go 
from a frigate's quarter-deck into a good sloop, as Commander, 
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and after a twelvemonths' work, or so, in the smallone, intoa 
fast frigate again as a postp^ptain." 

Much of this vas gibberish to Andrea Barrofaldi » but Griffia 
being exclasively naval, fancied that evcry one ought to take the 
samc interest io all these matters as he did himself. But, while 
the vice-gOYernor did not nnderstand more than half of the other's 
meaning, that half sufficed to render him exceedingly uneasy. 
The natural manner of the lieutenant, too, carried conviction 
\vithit; vhile all the original impressions against the lugger were 
revived by bis Statements. 

**What say yoa, Signor Tito Yiti?" demanded Andrea; 
<*yoa have been present at the Interviews vith Sir Smees." 

**That we have been deceived by one of the most oily-tongued 
rognes that ever took in honest men, if we have been deceived at 
all, Yice-govematore. Last evening, I woold have believed 
this; bnt since the escape and retamof thelagger, Icouldhave 
8wom that we had an excellent friend and ally in our bay." 

**Toa had your Signals, Signor Tenente; and thatis proof of 
amity and understanding.** 

** We made our number when we saw the lugger with an Eng- 
lish ensign set; for we did not soppose a Frenchman would be 
quietly lying in a Tuscan port; bat the answer we got was non- 
sense; and then we remembered to have heard that this Raoul 
Tvard was in the habit of playing snch tricks all along the Italian 
coast. Once on the scent, we were not the men to be easily 
thrownoffit. Tou saw the chase , and know the result." 

**There must be some error in all this! Would it not be well, 
Signore, to see the Commander of the lugger — or to go on board 
of her, and satisfy yourself, with your own eyes, of the tmth 
or falsehood of your surmises? Ten minutes migbt clear up every- 
thing." 

*'Tour pardon, Signor Tice-govematore ; were I to trust my- 
seif on board Le Fen-FoUet I migfat remain a prisoner until a peace 
was made; and I have yet two Steps to gain before I ean aiford 
that risk. Then , as to letting Tvard know of my presence her«, 
it would just givc him the alarm , and cause us to lose the bird be« 
fore we can spring the net. My Orders are positive , not to le( 
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•ny one bat the authorities ot the Island know o» mj visH, or iu 
objecl. AU we ask of you is to detain the lugger ontil inorniDg ; 
then we will see to it that she will never trouble the Ilalian coast 
again." 

'*Nay, Sigoore, we have gans of oar oWn, and could easüy 
dispose of so small a vessel, oace assured of her belog an enerny,** 
returned the vice-governor, with a little pride and loftiness of 
manner; **convince us of that fact, and we'll sink the luggerat 
her anchors ! " 

^*That is just what we do not wish you to do, Signore," 
answered the lieutenant, with interest« **From what passed this 
morning , Captain Cuffe has thought it probable that Monsieur 
Yrard, for some reason best known to himself, woold come back 
here, as soon as he was rid of us; or that, fioding himself on 
the south side of the Island , he might put into Porto Longone ; 
and had I not met him here , I was to get a horse and ride across 
to the latter place , and make my arrangements there. We wish^ 
by all means, to get possession of the lugger, which in smooth 
water is the fastest craft in the Mediterranean , and wouid be of 
infinite Service to us. We think the Proserpine wouid prove too 
mach for her, blowing fresh ; but in moderate weather she will go 
eil feet to our five. Now, if you open on her she will either escape 
or be sunk; for Raoul Yvard is not a man to strike to a town. AU 
I ask isto be permitted to make night-signals, for which I am 
prepared, as soon as the frigate approaches, and that you will 
throw all the delays , by means of forms and permits , in the way 
of the Frenchman*s sailing until to-morrow morning. We will 
answer for the rest." 

** I should think there wouid be but little danger of the lugger*s 
departing in the night, Signore Tenente, her Commander rather 
eipressing an Intention of passing several dayswithus; anditis 
this ease and confidence of bis , which causes me to think that he 
cannot be the person yoa take bim for. Why should Raoul Yyard 
and Le Feu-FoUet come into Porto Ferrajo at all?" 

**No one knows: it is the man's habit; and doubtless he has 
reasonsforit« Tissaid, he has evenbeen in at Gibraltar; andit 
is certain, he has cut several valuablestore-shipsoutofoarcon« 

Th« Jaclc O'Lantern. 8 
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Yoys. liiere is anAostrianloadiogwith iron, Ipeiteire« iothe 
harbour; probably he is waiting for her to fili up, and finds U 
casier lo watch her at an anchor than by lying outside." 

*'Yoa naval gentlemen bave ways known only to yourselves; 
aod all this may be so : but it seems an enigma to roe. Have you 
any other proofs of your own cbaracter , Signor TeDente , than the 
commission you have shown me? for Sir Smees , as I have been 
taught to call the Commander of the lugger, has one, too, thal 
has an air of as much anthenticity as this you have shown ; aod he 
wears quite as English-looking a uniform : how am I to judge 
betweenyou?" 

'*11iat difficuUy has been foreseeo, Signor Yice-govematore, 
and I come well provided wilh the necessary proofs. I handed you 
my commission , as that is a document which , if wanting, might 
Ihrow a distrust on all other proofs. But here is a communlcation 
from your superior, at Florcnce, recommending ustothekind- 
ness of the authorities of all the Tuscan ports; which you will 
readily understand. Captain Cuffe has furnished me wilh other 
proofs ; which you can look over at your leisure." 

Andrea Darrofaldi now set about a cautious and deliberate 
examination of all the papers shown him. They proved to be of a 
nature to remove every doubt; and it was not possible to distrust 
the party which presented them. This was a great deal towards 
convicting the Signor Smees of imposition ; though both the ^ice- 
governor and the podestä were of opinion that Captain Cuffe might 
yet be mistaken as to Ihe ideqtity of the lugger. 

'*It is impossible, Signori/' answered the lieutenant; **we 
know every English cruiser in these seas by name and dcscription 
at least, and most of them by sight. This is not one of them; 
and everything about her, particularly her sailing, betrays her 
real name. We hear there is a man in her who once belonged to 
our own ship , a certain Ithuel BoU — " 

" Cospetto ! " exciaimed the podeslk ; '* then we must set down 
this Sir Smees , after all , for an arrant rogne ; for this is the very 
man we met at Benedetta's the past night. An Americano, Sig- 
nor Tenente, ishenot?'' 

Why 9 the kWow pretendi to be some such thing /' answered 
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the yoüog man, colouriog; for he was loth to confessthc wroag 
which had been done tbe deserter; '*but half the British seameo 
one falls ia with oow-a-days call themseives Americaos» in order 
to escape serviog Uis Majesty. I rather tbiok this rascal is a 
Coroish or a Dcvonshire-man ; he bas the twang and the nasal 
sing-song of tbat part of the Island. If an American , bowever, 
we bave a betler right to bim than the French ; speaking our lan- 
guage, and being descended from a common ancestry, and baving 
a common character, it is quite unnatural for an American to 
serve any but tbe English." 

**I did not know tbat, Yice-govcrnatore ! — I thought the 
Americani a yery inferior sort of people to us Europeans, ge- 
nerally ; and tbat they could scarcely ciaim to be our equals in any 
sense." 

**You are quite right, Signor Podest^/' said the lieuteoant, 
briskly; *'they are all you think tbcm; and any one can sce tbat 
at a glance. Degenerate Englishmen , we call them in the service." 

**And yet you take them, occasionally, Signor Tenente; 
and , as I understand from this Ilhuello , frequenlly contrary to 
their wisbes, and by force," drily observed Andrea Barrofaldi." 

''How can we help it, Signore! tbe king bas a right to, and 
he bas need of , the Services of all bis own seamen ; and , in the 
hurry of impressing, we somelimes make a mistake. Then , these 
Yankees are so like our own people , tbat I would defy the devil 
himself to teil them apart/' 

The vice-govemor thought there was sometbing contradictory 
iu all this ; and he subsequently said as much to bis friend the po- 
destä; but tbe matter went no fartber at tbe moment, most probab« 
ly because be ascertaiued tbat tbe youog lieutenant was only using 
what migbt be termed a national argument; the English govern- 
ment constantly protesting tbat it was impossible to distinguish 
one people from tbe other, quoad this particular practice; wbile 
nothing was more ofitensive to their eyes, in theabstract, thanto 
maintain aoy affinity in appearance or characteristics. 

Tbe re9ult of tbe discussion , notwithstanding , was to make 
the two Italians reluctant converts to the opinion of the English* 
man, tbat (he lugger was the dreaded and obnoxioas Feu-Follet« 
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Once eonvlnced, however, shame, revenge, and mortificatloo 
nnited with duty to quicken tbeir exertions, and to render them 
willing assistants in executing the scliemes of Captain Cuffe. It 
was, perhaps, fortunate for Raou! and bis associates that the 
Eoglisli oQicers iiad so streng a desire, as Griffln expressed it, 
*'to take tlie lugger alive;" eise might she liave been destroyed 
wfaere sbe lay , by removing a gnn or two from its proper embra- 
snre, and planting tbem bebind some natural ramparts among tbe 
rocks. The night was dark , it is true ; but not so much so as to 
render a vessel entirely indistinct , at the short distance at whicb 
Le Feu-FoUet lay; and a cannooade would have been abundantly 
certaln. 

When all parties were of a mind , as to tbe true character of the 
little craft in the bay , a consultatlon was had on the dctails of tbe 
eourse proper to be pursued. A window of tbe government-house 
whicb looked towards tbe direction of Capraya, or that in which 
tbe Proserpine was expected to arrive, was assigned to Griffin. 
Tbe young man took bis Station at it about midnigbt, in readiness 
to bum the blue-ligbts with whicb he was proyided , the instant he 
should discern the Signals of bis ship. The posftion of this window 
was well adapted to tbe desircd object, inasmnch as the lights 
could not be seen from the town ; white they were plainly open to 
the sea. The same was essentially true as to the Signals of the 
frigate^ the heights interposing betweenherand thebouses; and 
there belog a still greater physical impossibility that anything lying 
in the bay should discover an object at sea, on thenorthern aide 
of tbe promontory. 

In this roanner , then, did bour aller hour pass away , a light 
land-breeze blowtng; but Coming so directly into the bay as to in- 
dnce Raoul not to lifl bis kedge. Ghita and her uncle, Carlo 
Giuntotardi , had come off about ten ; but there were still no sigos 
of moTement on board the lugger. To own tbe truth , Raoul was 
In no burry to sail ; for the longer bis departore was protracted the 
longer would be bave the happiness of retaining the lovely girl on 
board ; and the zephyr of the succeeding day would be almost cer- 
tain to carry Le Fen-Follet up to the island>like promontory of 
Monte Argentaro, the point wbere stood the watch-towers of 
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ifhkk Carlo was the keeper , and in one of whieh be nsidad. Un« 
der the circnmstances, therefore, it is not snrprising Üiat the 
rising of ihe land-breeze was overlooked, or at least disregarded; 
and that Raoul sat conversing with Ghita on deck nntil long past 
midnight, before he allowed her to seek her little cabin, where 
everylhiug had been properly arranged for her reception. To own 
the trath , Raoul was so confident of having completelj mystiGed 
all on shore, tbat be feit no apprehensions from that qnarter; and, 
desirous of prolongiog bis present happiness as much as possible, 
he had very cooliy determined not to sail unlil the sontherly alr of 
the morning shoald come ; which , as usual, would just suiBce to 
carry him well into the canal , when the zephyr would do the rest. 
Little did this hardy adventurer suspect what had occurred on 
shore since he quitted it; nor was he at all aware that Tommaso 
Tonti was at watch in the harbour, ready to report the slightest 
indication on the part of the lugger of a wlsh to quit the bay« 

But while Raoul was so indifferent to the danger heran, the 
feeling was quite the reverse with Ithuel Bolt. The Proserpine 
was the baue of this man's life; and he not only hated eyery stick 
and every timber in her, but every officer and man who where 
attached to her — the kiog, whose colours she wore , and the na- 
tion whose interests she served. An active hatred Is the most rest- 
less of all passions ; and this feeling rendered Ithuel keenly allTe 
to every chancc wbich might still render the frigate dangerous to 
the lugger« He thought it probable that the former would retum 
in questof her enemy; and, ezpressly with a view to thisobject, 
when heturned in at nine, he left Orders to be ealledattwo that 
he might be on the alert in season. 

Ithuel was no sooner awoke than he called two trustj men 
whom he had prepared for the purpose, entered a light boat which 
was lying in readiness on the off-side of the lugger^ and puUed 
with muffled oars towards the eastem part of the bay. When suf-« 
ßciently distant from the town to escape Observation he changed 
fiis course, and proceeded directly out to sea« Halfan boursuf- 
Gced to carry the boat as far as Ithuel deemed necessary, lea?ing 
bim abottt a mite from the promontory, and so far to the westwaid 
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as to give hiifi a fair view of the window at vhich Griffin had takeo 
post. 

The first ocenrrence ont of the ordinary conrse of thiogs vhich 
strack the American, was the strong light of a lamp shiniog 
through an npper window of the governmentp-hoose — not that at 
whieh the lieutenant was posted, but one above it — and which 
had bcen piaced there expressly as an indication to the frigate that 
Griffin had arrived and was actively on duty. It was now two 
o'clocic, or an hour or two before the appearance of light, and the 
breeze off the adjoining continent was sufficiently strong to force a 
good sailing-Tessel, whose canvass had been thickened by the 
damps of the night, some four knots through the water; andas 
Gapraya was less than thirty niiles from Porto Ferrajo , abundant 
time had been given to the Proserpine to gain her offing; that ship 
haYing come from behind her cover as soon as the san had set, 
and the haze of evening settled upon the sea. 

Ithuel , usually so loquacions and gossiping in bis momeuts of 
leisure , was siient and observant when he had anything serious on 
band. His eye was still on the window in which the lamp was 
visible, the pure olive oil which was burning in it throwing out a 
strong, dear flame; when suddcnly a blue light flashed beneath 
the place , and he got a momentary glimpse of the body of the man 
who held it, as he leaned forward from another window, The 
motion which now turned his head seaward, was instinetive; it 
was just in time to permit bim to detect a light descending ap- 
parently into the water, like a faliing star; but which, in fact, 
was merely a Signal läutern of the Proserpine Coming rapidly down 
from the end of her gaff. 

**Ah! d— n you," said Ithuei, graling his teeth, and sha- 
kioghis fist in the direction of the spot where this transient gleam 
of brightuess had disappeared, — ** I know you, and your old tricks 
with your lanterns and night-sigoals. Here goes the answer." 

As he Said this, he touched a rocket, of which he had several 
in the boat, with the lighted end of the segar he had been smoking, 
and it went hissing up into the air; asceoding so high as to be 
plainly visible from the deck of Le Feu-Foilet before it exploded. 
Griffin saw this slgnal with wonder; the frigate noted it with em* 
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barrassment; for it was far too seaward of the lamp; and even 
'Jllaso conceived it necessary to qoit his Station in order to report 
the circnnistance to the colonel , whom he was to call in the event 
of any unnsnal occnrrence. The common Impression ^ howeter^ 
among all these parties was, that a second cniiser had come 
through the canal from the southward , in the conrse of the night, 
and that she wished to notify her position to the Proserptne, pro- 
bably expecting to meet that ship off the island. 

Od board Le Fea-Follet the effeet was different. The land 
breeze of Italy is a sidewind to vessels quitting the bay of Porto- 
Ferrajo; and two minutes after the rocket exploded (he lugger was 
gliding aimost imperceptibly and yet at the rate of a knot or two« 
under her jigger and jib, towards the outer aide of the port, or 
aloDg the very boildings past which she had brushed the previous 
day. This movement was made at the critical instant when 'Maso 
was off his watch; and the ordinary sentinek of the works had 
other duties to attend to. So light was this little vessel that a 
breath of air set her in motion, and nothing was easier than to gel 
three or four knots oat of her in smooth water , especially when she 
opened the comparatively vast folds of her two principal Inggs. 
This she did when ciose under the citadel, or out of sight of the 
town, the sentinels above hearing the flaps of her canvass without 
eiactly nnderstanding whence they came. At this instant Ithnel 
let off a second rocket, and the lugger showed a light on her star- 
board bow, so concealed, however, on all sides but one as to be 
visible only in the direction of the boat. As this was done, she 
put her heim hard down , and hauied her fore-sheet over flat to 
windward. Five minutes later Ithuel had reached her deck; and 
the boat was hauied in as if it had been inflated silk. Deceived by 
the second rocket, the Proserpine now made her number with re- 
gulär Signal lantems, with the Intention of obtaining that of the 
stranger; trustingthat the promontory would conceal it from the 
Yessels in the bay. This told Raonl the precise position of his 
enemy; and he was not sorry to see that he was already to the 
westward of her; a fact that permitted bim to slip round the island 
again , so near in as to be completely concealed by the back-ground 
of cliffs. By the aid of an excellent night-glass, too, he was 
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enabled to see the frigate, distant aboat a league, under eTeiy-' 
thiog vhich vonld draw, from her royals down , Standing towards 
themouthofthebay on the larboard tack; haying made her cal- 
culations so accarately as to drop into wind ward of her port with 
the customary breeze off the land. At this sight Raoul langhed, 
and ordered the mainsail to be taken in. Half-an-hour later, he 
directed the foresail to be braiied ; broaght bis jigger-sheet in flat; 
put bis heim hard down; and hauled the jib-«heet to windward. 

As this last order was executed day was just breaking over the 
mountains of Radicofani and Aquapendente. By this time Le 
Feu-FoUet lay about a league to the westward of the promontory, 
and abreast of the deep bay which has been already mentioned as 
being in that direction from the town. Of course she was far be- 
yood the danger of missiles from the land. The night wind , how- 
ever, had now failed , and there was every appearance that the 
morning would be calm. In this there was nothing extraordinary 
at that season , the winds which prevailed from the south being 
usually Short and light, unless accompanied by a gust. Just as 
the sun appeared the south air came, it is true; but so lightly as 
to render it barely possible to keep the little lugger in command by 
heaving-to with her head to the south-west. 

The Proserpine stood in until the day had advanced far enough 
to enable her look-outs to detect Le Feu-FoUet braving her , as 
it might be, in the western board, at the distance of ^bout a 
league and a half, under her jib and jigger, as described. This 
sight produced a great commolion in the ship, even the watch 
below '*tumbling up" to gct another sight ofacraft so renowned 
for evading the pursuit of all the English cruisers of those seas. 
A few minutes later Griffin came off, chopfallen and disappointed. 
His first glance at the countenance of bis Commander announced a 
Coming storm , — for the superior of a yessel of war is no more apt 
to be reasonable under disappointment than any other potentate. 
Captain Cuffe had not seen fit to wait for his subordinate on deck; 
but , as soon as it was ascertained that he was Coming off in a 
shore-boat, he retired tohiscabin, leaving Orders with thefirst- 
lieutenant, whosename was Winchester, tosend Mr. GriflSa be- 
low as 8000 as he had reported himself. 
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*'We]l, Sir/' commcnced Caffe, as soon as bis lieatenaot 
cameintotheafter-cabin, withontofferingbima seat, ^'bereto« 
are, and oat yonder, two or three ieagnes at sea, is tbe d — d 
Few-Folly!" — forao most of tbe seamen of tbe Englisb aerrice 
pronounced '*Feu-Follet." 

''Ibegyoar pardon, Captain Cuffe/' answered Griffin, who 
found himself compelied to appear a delinqueot, wbatever might 
be tbe injastice of tbe Situation , — '* it could not be belped. Wo 
got in in proper time , and I went to work witb the deputy-gover- 
nor, and an oldcbapofa magistrate wbo was with hiin, as soon 
as I could get up to tbe bouse of tbe first. Tvard bad been be- 
foreband witb me , and I bad to under-run about a bundred of bis 
lying yams before I could even enter tbe end of an idea of my 
own.'* 

'*You speak Italian, Sir, like a Neapolitan born; and I de- 
pended on your doing everytbingas it sbould bave been." 

**Not so much like a Neapolitan, I bope, Captain Cuffe, as 
like a Tuscan or a Roman," returned Griffin, biting bis lip. 
'* After an bour of pretty bard and lawyer-like work, and over« 
hauling all the documcnts , I did succeed in convincing tbe two 
Eiban gentry of my own cbaracter and oftbat of tbe luggcr." 

^'And whileyouwere playing advocate^ Master Raoul Yvard 
coollylifted bis anchor, and walked out of tbe bay as if he wcre 
just stepping into bis garden to pick a nosegay for bis sweethcart ! " 

'*No, Sir, nolbingofthesort bappened. As soon as I bad 
satisBed the Signor Barrofaldi, tbe vicc-governatore — " 

'*yeecby-govern-tbe-tory! D — n all veechys! and d — n all the 
governatorys , too! Do speak Eoglish, Griffin, on board an Eng- 
lisb ship^ if you please, even sbould your Italian happen to be 
Tuscan. Call the fellow vice-governor at once, if that be bis 
rank." 

*<Well, Sir, as soon as I bad satisfled tbe vice-governor that 
tbe Ingger was an enemy, and that we were friends, everything 
went smootbly enougb. He wanted to sink tbe luggeras she lay 
at her ancbor." 

** And why tbe deyil didn't be do it? Two or three beary shot 
would bave given her a stronger dose tban sho could bear*" 
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** You know, Captain CafTe , it has all aloDg been yoar vish to 
take her alive. I tbought it would teil so well for tbe sbip , to have 
It to say she had caught Le Feu-Follet, that I opposed tbe project. 
I know Mr. Wincbester boped to get ber as a reward for carryiog 
ber bimself." 

'*Ay, and that would make yoQ first. Well, Sir, eYenifyou 
didn't sink ber it was no reason for lettiog ber escape ! " 

«*We coQld not prevent it, Captain Guffe. I had a look-out 
set upon her — one of tbe very best men in Porto Ferrajo, as every- 
body will teil you, Sir : and I made tbe Signals of tbe lamp and tbe 
blue-b'gbts, as agreed upon ; and tbe sbip answering, I naturally 
tbought all was as it sbould be , until — ** 

'* And wbo burnt tbe rockets off bere , where we are at tbis mo-* 
ment? Tbey deceived me, for I took them to be Signals of tbeir 
presence, from tbe Weasel or tbe Sparrow. Wben I saw tbose 
rockets, Griffiu, I was just as certain of tbe Few-Folly, aslam 
now of having my own sbip I " 

*'Yes, Sir^ those rockets did all tbe miscbief; for I bave since 
learned tbat^ as soon as tbe first one was Ibrown , Master Yvard 
tripped bis kedge , and went out of tbe bay as quietly as one goes 
out of a dining-room, wben be don't wish to disturb tbe Company." 

'*Ay, be iook Frenchlenye, tbe — sansctdotte f** returnedtbe 
captain, putting bimself in a better bumour witb bis own pun. 
**But did you see notlyng of all tbis?'' 

'*The first I knew of tbe matter , Sir, was seeing tbe lugger 
gliding along under tbe rocks, so close in, that you migbt haye 
jumped aboard ber; and it was too late to stop her« Before tbose 
hiY farnierUes could bave pricked and primed, be was out of 
gun-sbot." 

**Lazy what?" demanded tbe captain. 

**Far nUntei^ Sir; a nickname we give these siesta-gentry, 
you know, Captain Cuffe." 

**Iknow notbing about it, Sir; and I Ml tbank you alwaysto 
«peak to me in Englisb, Mr. Griffin. That is a language which, 
I flatter myself, I understand; and it 's quite good enoogh for all 
my wants/* 
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^'Tei , Sir» and Cor anj man's vants« I 'm snre, I am sorry 
I cao spedL Italian , since it has led to this mistake." 

*'Poh« poh, Griffin, yoa mustn'tlaj everyüiing to lieart vhich 
Cornea vrong end foremost. Dine with me to-day, and we 'U talk 
the matter over at leisnre/' 



CHAPTER IX. 

Now in Ihe fenrid noon the smooth bright sea 

Heaves slowly, for the wandering winds are dead 

That stirr'd it into foam. The loneiy ship 

Rolls wearily, ind idly Aap the sails 

Against the creaking masts. The lightest sound 

Is lost not on the ear, and things mioute 

Attraet the observant eye. RicbardAiic. 

Thus terminated the setting-down^ like many others that Cap- 
tain Caffe had resolred to give , but which usaally ended in a re- 
tarn to good nature and reason. The Steward was told to set a 
plateforMr. Griffin , among the other guests^ and then (he com* 
mander of the frigate followcd the lieutenant on deck. Here he 
found every officer in the ship looking at Le Feu-Foliet with long- 
ing eyes , and most of them admiring her appearance , as she lay 
on the mirror-like Mediterranean , with the two light sails men- 
tioned, jnst holding her stationary. 

'* A regulär built snake-in-the-grass ! " growied the boatswain, 
Mr. Strand, who was takiog a look at the lugger over the hammock- 
cloths of the weist, as he stood on the heel of a spare top-mastto 
do so; '^I never put eyes on a scamp that had a more d— n-my- 
eyes look ! " 

This was said in a sort of soliloquy , for Strand was not exactly 
privileged to address a quarter-deck officer on such an occasion, 
though several stood within hearing, and was far too great a man 
to enlighten bis subordinates with bis cogitations. It was over- 
hcard by Cufife, however, who just at that instant stepped into the 
gangway to make an examination for himself. 

*^It is a snake-ouf-of-the-grass , rather, Strand/' observed 
the captain ; for he could speak to whom he pleased without pre- 
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iamplioD or degradation. **Had she stayed in poit, now, sbe 
would have been in tbc grass, and we migbt bave scotcbed bcr." 

**WelI, yonrbonour, yvecauEnglis/iher, asitis; and tbat 
'II be quite as natVal , and quite as much to the pnrpose as Scotch- 
ing ber, aoy day," answered Strand; who, being a native of 
London, bad a magnificent sort of feeling towards all tbe de- 
pendenciesoftheempire, and to whom the vord scotcb, in that 
sense, vas Greek, thongh be well understood what it meant ^*to 
clap a Scotchman on a rope ; " ** we are likely to bave a flat calm all 
themorning, andourboatsarein capital order; and then notbiog 
will be more agreeable to our genUemen than a row." 

Strand was a grey-headed Seaman , and be bad served witb 
Captain CufTc when tbe latter was a midsbipman , and bad even 
commahded tbe top , of whicb the present boatswain bad been tbe 
captain. He knew tbe *'cutof thecaptain'sjib" better tban any 
other man in the Proserpine^ and often succeeded witb bis sug- 
gestions when Winchester and the other lleutenants failcd. Bis 
superior now turned round and looked bim intently in tbe face , as 
if Struck witb tbe notion tbe other thus indirectly laid before bim, 
This movement was noted; and at a sign secretly given by Win- 
chester, tbe whole crcw gave three hearty cbecrs , Strand leading 
off as soon as be caugbt the idea. This was tbe only manner in 
whicb the crew of a man-of-war could express their wisbes to thcir 
Commander; it being always tolerated in a navy to burrah , byway 
of showing the courage of a ship*s Company. Cuffe walked aft in a 
tboughtful manner, and descended to bis cabin again; but a ser- 
vant soon came up to say that the captain desired to see tbe Grst- 
lieutenant. 

<<I do not half like this boat-senice in open daylight, Win- 
chester," observed tbe senior, beckoning to the other to take a 
chair. '*The least bungling may spoil it all; and then it 's ten to 
one but your ship goes half-manned for a twelvemontb , until you 
are driven to pressing from colliers and neutrals.** 

**But we hope, Sir, there 'übe no bungling in anytbing that 
the Proserpine undertakes. Nine times in ten an English man- 
of-war succeeds, when she makes a bold dasb in boats against one 
of tbesepicarooDS. This lugger is so low in tbe water , too, tbat 
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It will be Hke steppfng from odo eotter into another to get upon her 
decks; and theo, Sir, I snppose yoa doa't doubt whatEngUsh- 
menwilldof" 

*'Ay, Winchester, onceon her deck, I make no donbt yoa 'd 
carry her; bat it may not be so easy as yoo imaglne to get on her 
deck. Of all doty to a captain , this of sending off boats is the 
most nnpleasant. He cannot go himself , and if anything unfor» 
lunate tums np , he never forgives himself. Now it 's a very dif- 
ferent thing with a fight in whieh all share alike , and the good or 
evil comes eqnally on all hands." 

'*Quite true, Captain Gaffe; and yet this is the only chance 
which the lientenants have for getting a-head a little out of the re» 
galar coarse. I have heard, Sir, that yoa were made Commander 
for catting oat some coasters in the beginning of the war." 

** Yoa have not been misinformed; and a devil of a risk we all 
ran. Luck saved as, and that was all. Ooe more Gre from a 
carsed carronade would have given a Flemish account of the whole 
party; for once get a little ander, and you saffer like game in a 
batteau," Captain Cuffe wished to say battue; bat despising 
foreign langaages , he generally made sad work with them when- 
ever he did condescend to resort to their terms , however familiär. 
'^Tbis Raoul Yvard is a devil incarnate himself at this boarding 
work, and is said to have taken off the head of a master's mate of 
the Theseus with one clip of his sword when he retook that ship's 
prize in the affair of last winter — that which happened off 
Alicant!" 

'*I Ml Warrant yoa, Sir, the master's mate was some slender- 
necked chap , who might better have been at home , craning at the 
girls as they eome oat of a charch^door. I shoald like to see Raoal 
Yvard , or any Frenchman who was ever born , take afimy head at 
a Single clip ! " 

''Well, Winchester, tobe frank with you, Ishouldno/. Ton 
are a good first, and that is an Office in which a man usually wants 
all the head he has ; and I 'm not at all certain that you have any to 
spare. I wonder if one could not hire a felucca , or something kr- 
ger tbau a boal , in this place, by means of which we conld play a 
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trick apon this fellow, and effect oar pnrpose qoite as well as hf 
going up to him lo onr open boats , bull-dog fashioD ?'* 

**No questlon of it at all, Sir; Griffin says there areadozen 
feluccas in port here, all afraid to budge an inch, in conseqoence 
of Ibis cbap's being in tbe offing. Now one of these trying to slip 
along tbe sbore migbt just serve as a bait for bim^ and then be 
would be famously booked." 

*'I tbink I bave it, Wiacbester. You anderstand; we bave 
not yet been seen to communicate witb tbe tovn; and, luckily, 
our Frencb coloars bave been flying all tbe morning. Our head» 
too, is io-sbore, and we sball drift so far to tbe eastward iu a few 
miuutes as will shut in our bull , if not our Upper sails , from tbe 
lugger wbere sbe now lies* As soon as tbis is done, you shall be 
off witb forty picked men for tbe sbore. Engage a felucca, and 
come oUt, stealing aloug tbe roeks as close as you can, as if dis- 
trusting u#. In due time we will cbase you in tbe boats; and tben 
you niust make for the lugger for protection as fast as you can, 
when> bctwixt the two, I '11 answer for it you get this Master Yvard, 
by fair raeans or foul." 

Winchester was delighted with the scheme; and in less than 
flve miuutes^ Orders were issued for the men to be detailed and 
armed. Then a Conference was held , as to all the minor arrangc- 
ments ; when , Ihe ship having beconie shut in from the lugger by 
theproraontory, asexpected, the boats departed. Half-an-hour 
later, or just as the Proserpine, after waring, had got near the 
point wbere tbe lugger would be again open , the boats retumed, 
and were run up. Presently the two vessels were again in sight of 
each other, everything on board of each remaining apparently in 
statu quo • Thus far, ccrtaioly, the stratagem had been adroitly 
managed. To add to it, the batteries now Gred ten or twelve 
guns at tbe frigate , taking very good care not to hit her, which the 
Proserpine returned, uoder the Frencb ensign, having used the 
still greater precaution of drawing the shot. AH this was done by 
an arrangement between Winchester and Andrea Barrofaldi, and 
witb the sole view to induce Raoni Yvard to fancy that be was still 
believed to be anEnglishman bytbeworthy vice-govemor, wbile 
tbe ship in tbe offing was taken for an enemy. A light abr from 
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the sootbward, vhicb lasted from eight (o nineo'cloekt aüoired 
the frtgate to get somewhatmoreofanoffiog, meanwhlle plaeing 
her seemiDgly beyond the reach of danger. 

DariDg the prevalence of the light air mentioned , Raoul Tvard 
did Dot see fit to stir tack or sheet, aa it is tenned, amoDg seamen. 
Le Fen-Follet remained so stationary, that, bad ahebeensetby 
compass from any Station on the shore , her directioD woold not 
bave väried a degree the whole time. But this bonr of comparative 
bieeze sufiiced to eoable Wiachester to get out of the barbonr with 
La Divina ProTidenza, the felucca he bad hired, and to round the 
promontory , nnder the seeming protection of the guns by vbich it 
was crowned , Coming in ?iew of the lugger precisely as the iattcr 
reiieved her man at the heim for ten o'clock. Eight or nine men 
were visible on the felucca's decli, all dressed in the guise of Itfr- 
lians, vith caps and striped Shirts ofcotton; and thirty-fi?e men 
were concealed in the hold« 

Thus far everything was favonrable to the wishes of Captain 
Cuffe and bis followers. The frigate was about a league from the 
Ingger, and half that distance from La Divina Providenza; the iat- 
ter bad got fairly to sea , and was slowly comiog to a Situation from 
which it might seem reasonable, and a matter ofcourse, for the 
Proserpine to send boats in chase ; Tvhile the manner in which she 
gradually drew nearer to the lugger, was not such as to excite 
distrust, or to appear in the least designed. The wind, too, bad 
becoroe so light as to favour the whole scheme. 

It is not to be supposed that Raoul Yvard and bis followers 
were unobservant of wbat was passing. It is true that the latter 
wilfully protracted bis departure, under the pretence that it was 
safer to bave bis enemy in sight during the day , knowing how easy 
ft would be to elude bim in the dark; but, in reality, that he 
might proloDg the pleasure of having Ghita on board ; and it is also 
true that he bad passed a delightfull hour that moming in the 
cabio ; but then his understanding eye noted the minutest fact that 
occurred , and his Orders were always ready to meet any emer- 
gency which might arise. Yery different was the case with Itbuel. 
The Proserpine was his bane; and even white eating bis breakfast, 
trhich he took on the heel of the bowsprit expressly with that 
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fDtent» his eye was seldom a miuule offthe frigate, unless it was 
for the Short period she was shut io by the laDd. It was impossible 
for any one in the lugger to say whether her character was or was 
not knowD in Porto Ferrajo; but the circumstance of the blue- 
lights buFDt JD the govenunent-house itself, and witoessed by 
Ithuel, reDdered the latter, to say the least, probable, and in- 
duced more caution than might otherwise have been showo. Süll 
there was no reason to suspect the character of the felacca; and 
the conGdent manner io which she came down towards the lugger, 
though considerably jn-shore of her, gave reason to believe that 
#Atf , at least, was Ignorant that Le Feu-Follet was an eneiny. 

*'That felacca is the craft which lay near the landing/' qaietly 
observed Raoni , who had now come on the forecastle with a view 
to converse with Ithuel; *' her name is La Divina Providenza ; she 
is given to smuggling between Leghorn and Corsica , and is pro- 
bably bound to the latter at (his moment. It is a bold step , too, 
to stand directly for her port under snch circumstances ! " 

** Leghorn is a free port," retumed Ithuel; ''and smuggling 
is not needed." 

*' Ay, free as to friends, but not free to come and go between 
eoemies. No port is free in that sense: it being treason for a 
craft to communicate with a foe, unless she happen to be Le Feu- 
Follet," observed Raoni, lang^ing; '*we are privileged, mon 
brave l** 

^* Corsica or Capraya , she '11 reach neilher to-day unless she 
find more wind. I do not understand why the man has sailed with 
no more air than will servc to blow out a pocket-handkerchief." 

* 'These little feluccas, like onr little lugger, sh'p along cveu 
when there seems to be no wind at all. Then he niay be bound to 
Bastia, in which case he is wise in getting an offiog before the 
xephyr sets in for the aflemoou. Let bim get a league or two out 
here, more to the uorlh-west, and he can make a straight wake to 
Bastia afler his siesta is over." 

**Ay, there go them greedy Englishmen a'rter him!** said 
Ithuel; '* it 's as I expeeted; let 'em see the chanee of making a 
gainea , and they 'II strive for it, though it be ag'in law, or ag'in 
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nalur. Now, what bare they to do with a Neapolitan felucca, 
England being a sworo frieod of Naples?" 

Raoul made no reply to tbis, but stood watcbing the movement 
in silence. The reader will readily enougb nnderstand tbat Itbuers 
remark vas elicited by tbe appearance of tbe boats , vbicb , fiire in 
number, at tbat instant palied off from tbe frigate's aide, and 
proceeded steadily towards tbe felucca. 

It may be necessary now to mention tbe relatire positions of the 
parties, the bour, and the precise State of the weather, with a view 
to give the reader clear ideas of tbe events tbat succeeded. Le 
Feu-Fdlet bad not materially changed her place slnce her jib-sbeet 
was first bauled over. Sbe still lay about a league , a little north- 
of-west , from tbe residence of Andrea Barrofaldi , and in piain 
Tiew of it, a deep bay being south of her, and abeam. No 
alterations bad been made in her canvass or her heim ; most of the 
first being still in the brails, and tbe latter down. As the bead of 
the frigate bad been kept to the westward for the last bour, sbe 
bad forged some distance in tbat direction, and was now quite as 
near the logger as was tbe promontory, though nearly two miles off 
the land. Her courses were bauled up on account of the lighlness 
of tbeair; but all ber upper sails stood, and were carefully watched 
and trimmed in order to make most of the cats'-paws , or ratber, 
of tbe breathings of tbe atmosphere, which occasionally eaused the 
royals to swell ontward. On the whole , sbe might be drawing 
nearer to tbe lugger at the rate of about a knot in an bour. La 
Divina Providenza was just out of gun-sbot from tbe frigate , and 
about a mile from tbe lugger, when the boats shoved off from the 
former, though quite near tbe land , just opening the bay so often 
named. The boats, of course, were pulllng in a strnight line 
from the vessel they bad just left towards that of which they were 
in pursuit« 

As to tbe time, the day bad advanced as far as eleven ; which 
isa portionof the twenty-four bours when theMediterranean in the 
Summer months is usually as smooth as a mirror, and as calm as 
if it never knew a tempest. Througbout the morning, there bad 
been some irregularity in tbe currents of air ; tbe southerly breeze, 
|;eneraUy light , and frequently fickle» having been even more ligbt 
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and ballliog than common. Still, as has been seen, there was 
suflicieDt air to force a vessel tbrough tbe water; and, had Raoul 
been as diligeut as tbe peopleof tbe two otber crafts, be migbt, 
at that moment, bave been off tbe western end of the Island, and 
far out of barm's way. As it vas , be bad continued walcbing tbe 
result , but permitting all tbe otber parties gradaally to approacb 
bim. 

It niust be allowcd tbal tbe nise of tbe felucca was well 
planued; and it now seemed about to be admirably oxecuted» 
Uad it not been for Ithuers very positive knowledge of tbe ship — 
bis cutire ccrtaioty of ber belüg bis old prison, as be bitterly called 
ber, it is not improbable that the lugger's crewmight bave been 
thedupeof so mucb well-actcd ingenuily; and, as it was, opinions 
were greatly divided, Raoul, himself, being more than balf 
disposed to fancy that bis American ally, for once, was wrong,. 
and that the ship in sight was actually what sbe professed to be — 
a cruiser of the republic. 

Botb Winchester, wlio was in La Divina Providenza, and 
Griffin, who commanded tbe boats, played their parts in per- 
fecliou. They uuderstood too well tbe character of the wily and 
practised foe with whom they had to deal , to neglect tbe smallest 
of tbe dctails of their well-concerted plan. Instead of beading 
towards the lugger, as soon as the chase commenced, the felucca 
appeared disposed to euter the bay, and to find an anchorage under 
the protection of a sniall battery which bad been planted, for tbis 
express purpose, near its bead. Bul the distance was so great as 
obviously to render such an experiment bootless ; and, aflerlooking 
in Üiat direction a few minutes , the head of La Divina Providenza 
was laid off shore, and sbe made every possible effort to put herseif 
under tbe cover of tbe lugger. All tbis was dune in piain view of 
Uaoul , whose glass was coustantly at bis eye , and who studied 
tbe smallest movement with jealous distrust. Winchester, fortu- 
uatcly for bis purpose, was a dark-complexioned man, of moderate ' 
st^iture, and witb bushy whiskers, such as a niao-of-war's-man 
is apt to cuUivaie ou a long cruise ; and , in bis red Phrygian cap, 
fitri|)ed shirt , aud white cotion trowscrs , be lookcd tbe Italian as 
well as could bave been dcsireü. Tbc meu iu sl^hi, too, had 
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been selected for their appearance, 8e?eral of them being actually 
foreigoers» born od the sbores of tbe Mediterranean; it beiog 
seldom, iodeed, that tbe crew of an Englisb or an American vessel 
of war, does not afford a represeotation of balf the maritime nations 
of the carth. These men exhibited a proper degree of confusion 
and alarm , too ; ninning to and fro , as soon as tbe chase became 
lively; exerting themselves, but doing it without order and concert. 
At leogth, the wind failingalmost entirely, they got ont two sweeps, 
and began to pull lustily ; the real, as well as the apparent desire 
being to get as near as possible to the lugger. 

** Feste I" exclaimed Raoul; "all this seems right: what if 
the frigate shonld beFrench^ after all. These men in the boats 
lock like my brave compatriotes ! " 

**They are regulär JohnBulls," answered Ithuel, positively, 
** and the ship is the spiteful Proserp^ne ," for so the New-Hamp- 
shire-man always called bis old prison. "As for them French 
hats, and the way they have of rowing, they act it all for a take-io. 
Just let a six-pound shot in among 'em, and see how they '11 throw 
off their French airs , and take to their Englisb scbooling.'' 

"I '11 not do that; for we might injure a friend. What are 
those fellows in the felucca about now?" 

" Why, they 've got a small gun — yes, it 's a twelve-pound 
carronade, under the tarpaulin, for'rard of their foremast, and 
they 're clearin' it away for sarvice. We shall have somethiog 
doin' 'fore the end of the week!" 

^*Bienf it is as you say — and, voilät they traln the piece on 
ibeboau!" 

As this was said, the felucca was half concealed in smoke. 
Then came the discharge of the gun. The shot was seen skipping 
along the water, at a safe distance from the leading boat certainly, 
and yet suiBciently near to make it pass for indifferent gunnery. 
This leading boat was the Proserpine's launch, which carried a 
similar carronade on its grating, forward, and not half-a-minute 
was saffered to pass before the fire was returned. So steady were 
the men , and so nicely were all the parts of this plot calculated, 
that tbe shot came whistling throagfa the air, in a direct linefor 
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the felucet, striking its mainyard abont half-way between tbe 
masland the peak of the sail , lettiog the former down by the ran. 

^ Haman nator' ! *' ejaealated Ithnel ; ^ this is acting op to the 
eoDtracty dollars and cents! Captain Rule , they shoot better in 
•port than when tliey Ve in downright airnest." 

** This looks like real werk /' answered Raoul. ' ' A man doea 
not oflten shoot away the mainyard of bis friend on purpose." 

As soon as the crews of the boats saw the end of the yard come 
down they ceased rowing, and gave three hearty cheers, taking 
the Signal from Griffin, who stood erect in the Stern of the launch 
to give it. 

**Bah!" criedRaoni; ** these are English Johu Bulla, withont 
a shadow of doabt, Who ever knew the men of tbe republic shout 
like so many Italien fantoccini , pulled by wires. Ah I Messieurs 
lesAnglaiSf you have betrayed yonr secret by your infernal throats ; 
now look to bear ns tdl the remainder of the story." 

Ithnel rubbed bis hands with delight, perfectiy satisfied that 
Raoul could no longer be deceived ; though the fire between the 
felucca and the launch was kept up with spirit , the shooting being 
such as might have done credit to a banäfide conflict. All this 
time the sweeps of the felucca were plied , the boats advancing at 
least two fect to the chase's one. La DiTina Provideoza might now 
have becn three hundred yards from thelugger; and the launch, 
the nearest of the pursuers, abont the same distance astern of the 
felucca. Ten minutes more wonid certainly bring the seeming 
combatants alongside of each other. 

Raoul ordered the sweeps of Le Feu-FoUet to be ran out and 
manned. At the same time, her guns — twelye-pound carronades 
— were cast loose, and primed* Of these she had fonr of a 
side while the two sixes on her forecastle were prepared for simiiar 
Service. When everything was ready , the twelve sweeps dropped 
into the water as by a common instinct, and a powerful eSbrt 
Started the In^er a-head. Her jib and jigger were both braiied at 
that instant« A Single minute snfficed to teach Winchester ho« 
hopeless pnrsait wonId be in the felucca, if not in the boats them^' 
aeWes, diould the Ingger endeavonr to escape in this manner ; it 
being qalte practicable for her streng crew to force her through tbe 
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water by meaus of her sweeps alone firom ibree to Ihree and a half 
knots in the faoar. Bat flight did not appear to be her object; for 
her head was laidtowardsLaDiyioaProridenza, as if, deceived 
by (he artifice of the English, sbe intended to prevent the captore 
of the felacca , and to cover a friend« 

Raoul , however , understood bimself far better than this sup- 
position would give reason to suppoae. He swept the lugger np in 
a line with La DivIna Providenza aud the boats, in the first place, 
as the Position in which she would be the least likely to snffer from 
the fire of the latter; weli-knowing that whatever sbot were thrown, 
were purposely sent so high as to do no mischief ; and , in the se- 
cond place, that he might bring bis enemies in a Single ränge from 
bis own gnns. In the meanwhile , the felucca and the boats not 
only continaed to use their carronades , bat they commenced on 
both sides a brisk fireofmusketry; the former being now distant 
only a bundred yards from Le Feu-Follet, exceedingly hard 
pressed by her adversaries, so far as appearances were concerned. 
There being no wind at all at this jnneture, (the little there had 
been having been entirely killed by the cuncussions of the guns,) 
the sea was getting fast eovered with smoke; the felacca, in par- 
ticular, showing more than common of the wreathy cauopy over 
her decks, and about her spars ; for, in truth , powdcr was burnt 
in considerable qaantities , in diflferent parts of the vessel , with 
Ulis express object« Ithuel obsenred, too, that in the midst of 
this confüsion and cloud , the erew of La Divina Providenza was 
increasing in numbers instead of diminishing by the combat, four 
sweeps next being out, each manned by three men, while near 
twenty more were shortly visible, running to and fro, and shout- 
ing to each other iu a language that was intended to be Italien , bat 
which sounded mach more, in bis practised ears^ like bastard 
Englisb. The feloeca was not flfly yards distant when this clamour 
became the ioudest; and the crisis was near, Thecheers of the 
boats on the other side of her, proclaimed the quick approach of 
Gri£Bn and bis party; the bows of La Divina Providenza having 
been laid, in a species of blind haste, directly in a llne whieh 
would carry her alhwart-hawse of Le Feu-Follet. 

'* Mes er^fans , " shouted Raool , "soyez cabnei — Fire ! " 



134 



The whole of the five guns , loaded heavily with canister^ urere 
discharged into the sinoke of La Divina Pcovidenza — the sbrieks 
which sacceeded sufficiently proclaiined with what effect. A pause 
ofsolemn^ vonderiog, silence followed od the part of the Eng- 
lish; and then arose a maaly shout, as if, prepared for every 
contiDgency, they were resolved to brave the worst. The boats 
were next seen Coming round the bovs and stera of the feincca, 
dashiug earnestly at their real enemy , while their two carronades 
returned the ilre , this time loaded and aimed with deadly intent. 
But it was too late for success. As Griffin , in the launch, came 
out of La Divina Providenza*s smoke, he saw the lugger's sails all 
opened , and filled with a dying effort of the soufberly air. So 
ligbt , bowever, was Le Feu-Follet, that a duck could bardly have 
saiied away more readily froni the fowler, than this littie craft shot 
a-head, Clearing the smoke^ and leaving her pursuers an addi- 
tional hundred yards behind her. As the air seemed iikely to 
stand long enough to place bis party in extreme jeopardy, under 
the fire of the French, Winchester promptly ordered the boats to 
relinquish the pursuit^ and to rally around the felucca. Thiscom- 
mand was reluctantly obeyed , when a moment was giveu to both 
sides for deliberation. 

Le Feu-Follet had sustained no injury worth mentioning; but 
the English had not less than a dozen men slain or hurt. Among 
the latter was Winchester himself ; and as he saw that any success 
which followed would fall principally to theshareof hissubordi- 
nate, bis wound greatly iudisposed bim to pursue any further a 
struggle which was nearly hopeless , as it was. Not so with Raoul 
Yvard , bowever. Perceiving that the frigate had taken the breeze, 
as well as himself, and that she was stealing along in the direction 
of the conibatants, he determined to take an ample revenge for the 
audacity of the attempt, and then proceed on bis voyage. 

The lugger accordingly tacked , and passed to wfndward of the 
felucca, delivering a close and brisk Gre as she approached. At 
first this fire was returned, but the Opposition sooq ceased; and 
when Le Feu-Follet ranged up past her adversary, a few yards to 
windward , it was seen that the English had deserted her to a man, 
earrying off their wounded. The boats were puUing tbrough the 
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smoke (ovards the bay, takiog a directioD opposite to that in wfaich 
the lagger's head was laid. It would have been easy fbr the French 
to wäre, and probabty to bave overtaken the fugitires, sinking or 
capturing thein to a man ; but there was a touch of high chivalry in 
the character of RaonI Tvard, and he declared , that as the artißce 
had been ingenionsly planned, and daringly attempted , he would 
follow up his success no farther. Perhaps the appearance of Ghita 
on deck, imploring him to be mercifui, had its influence; it is 
certain that not aoother shot did he allow to be (nred at the enemy. 
Instead of pursning her advantage in this manner , the Ingger took 
in her after-sails , wore short round on her hee! , came to the wind 
to leeward of the felucca, shivered all forward, sether jigger agaio, 
and luiTed up so near what may be called the prize, that the two 
vessels came together so gently as not to break an egg, as it is 
termed. A Single rope secured the felucca to the lugger, and 
Baoul, Ithuel, andafewmore, stepped on board the former. 

The decks of La Divina Providenza were reeking with blood ; 
and grape and canisler were sticking in handsfnl, in different parts 
of the vessel. Three dead bodies were found in her hold , but 
nothing having lifo was met with on board. There was a tar-bucket 
filled at hand , and thls was placed beneath the hatch , coTered with 
all the combustible materials that could be laid hold of , and set 
on Are. So active were the flames , at that dry season , that Baoul 
regretted he had not taken the precaution to awaken them after he 
had removed his own vessel ; but the southerly air continuing , he 
was enabied to get to a safe distance before they actually ascended 
the felncca's rigging , and seized upon her sails. 

Ten minutes were thus lost, and they had sufficed to carry the 
boats out of gun-shot, inshore, and to bring the frigate very nearly 
down withtn gun-shot from the south-east. But, hauUngaftall 
hissheets, Baoul soon took the lugger clearof her flaming prize; 
and then she stood towards the west end of Elba, going, as usual, 
in so ligbt an air, three feet to the frigate's two. The hour, how- 
ever, was not favourabletothecontinuanceofthebreeze, and in 
ten minutes more it would have puzzled the keenest senses to have 
detected the slightest current of air over the surface of the sea. 
3uch flickerings of the lamp, before itbumtentirely out ^ were 
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common, and Raoul feit certalD that there would be no more v!Dd< 
that day until tbey got the zephyr« Accordinglj, he directed all 
the sails to be haaled up , an awuiog to be spread over the quarter- 
deek, and permission was given to the people to attend to their 
owoalTalra. Thefrigate, too, seemed to be aware that it was the 
momeot for the siesta of vessels as well as of men, for she clewed 
np her royals and lop-gallant sails, braiied her jib and spanker, 
hauled up her courses, and lay oo the water as motionless as if 
slicking on a shoal. Te two vessels were barely long-gun shot 
apart, and, underordinarycircumstances, the larger migbt have 
seen Gt to attack the smaller in boats; but the lesson just given 
was a sufficient pledge to the French agaiust the renewal of any 
such attempt, and they scarcely paid their neighbour's prowess 
the complimeot to watch him. Half an hour latcr, when Win- 
chester got back to the ship, liraping with a hurt in bis leg, and 
bis people exhausted and mortiGed, it was found that the under- 
taking had cost the lives of seven good men , besides the temporary 
Suspension of the Services of fifteen more. 

Captain Cuffe was aware that bis enterprise had failed as soon 
as he perceived the lugger ander her eanvass, playing around the 
felucca and the boats, held in perfect command. But when he 
discovered the latter pulling for the shore , he was certain that 
they must have suffered , and he was prepared to leam a serious 
loss, though not one that bore so large a proporlion to the whole 
numbers of the party sent on the expedition. Winchester he con- 
siderately declined questioning, while bis wound was being 
dressed; but Griffin was summoncd to bis cabin as soon as the 
boats were hoisted in and stowed. 

*'Well, Mr. GriflSn, a d— d pretty scrape Is this into which 
you have led mc among you, with your wish to go boating about 
aderluggers, and Raoul Tvards ! What will the admiral say when 
he comes to hear of twcnty-two men being laid on the sbelf , and a 
felucca to be paid for, as a moming*s amusement?" 

**Rea11y, Captain Cuife, we did our best; but a man mi^t as 
well have attempted to put out Yesuvius with snow-balls , as tu 
stand the canister ofthat infernal lugger I I don't think there was a 
Square yard in the felucca that was not peppered. The men nerer 
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behaved better; and down to the inoment wheu we last cheeredl 
vas as sure of Le Fcu-FoUet as I ever was oi my own promotion." 

'*Ay, they needn't call her Le Few-Folly any looger, tlie 
Greatp-Folly being a better name. What the devil did you cheer 
for at all , Sir? did yon evcr kuow a Frencbman cheer in your 
life? That very cheering was the cause of your being found out 
before you had time to dose. You should hare shouted vive la 
republiqne, as all their craft do when we engage theni. A regulär 
English hurrah would split a Frenchman's throat." 

**I believe we did make a mistake there, Sir; but I never was 
in an action in which we did not cheer; and when it got to be warm 

— or to seem warm — I forgot myself a liltle. But we should have 
had her, Sir, for all that , had it not been for one thing." 

'*Andwhatis that, pray? Tou know, Griffin, I must have 
something plausible to teil the admiral ; it will never do to have it 
published in the gazette that we were thrashed by our own 
hallooing." 

**I was about to say, Captain CulTe, that had not the lugger 
fired her Grst broadside just as she did , and had she given us time 
to get out of the ränge of her shot , we should have come in upou 
her before she could have loaded again , and carned her , in spite 
of the breeze that so much favoured her. Our having three men 
hurt in the lauuch niade some difference too, and set as many oars 
catching crabs , at a most critical instant« Everything depends on 
Chance in these matters ^ you know, Sir, and that was our bad 
lack." 

** Umph ! — It will never do to teil Nelson that — * Everything 
was going well, my lord, untii three of the launch's people went to 
work catching crabs with their oars, which threw the boat a-stern.' 

— No, no, ^/<af will never do for a gazette. Letmesee, Griffin; 
after all the lugger made off from you — you would have had her, 
bad she not made sail, and stood to the southward and westward 
on a bowline." 

**Te8, Sir, shecertainly did that. Had she not made sail, 
as you say, nothing could have prevented our getting alongside." 

*'Well, then, she ran. Wind Sprung up, — enemy made 
sail , — every attempt to get alongside unsnccessful« Brave fei« 
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lows! cheering and doing their utmost. Not so bad au account, 
aflerall. But how about that d — dfclucca? You see she is buraed 
to the water's edge, and will go dovn in a few minutes." 

''Ycry true, Captain Cuffe; but not a Frenchmao entered her 
whilc WC were there." 

'* Ycs , I now see how it was : — threw all hauds into the boat, 
in chasc, the felucca being too unwieldy, and every eflbrt to get 
alongside unsuccessfol. He 's a devil of a fellow ! that Nelson and 
Bronte ; and I had ratber hear the thunder of ten thousand tem- 
pcsts than get one of bis tempestoous letters. Well , I think I 
understand the affair now , and sball speak of you all as you de- 
servc. 'T was a gallaut ihing, though it failed. You deserved 
success, whatever may have caused you to lose it." 

In this Captain Cuffe was nearer right than in anything eise he 
ttttered on the occasion. 

CHAPTER X. 

Ol *t is a thougfat sublime , tbtft man can force 

A palh upon the waste , — can find a vay 

Where all is trackless , and compel the winds , 

Those freest agents of Almighty power, 

To lend thelr untamed wings , and bear him on 

To distant climes. Ware. 

The Situation of Ghita Caraccioli on board the lugger was of 
the niost uupleasant nature during the (lerce struggle we have just 
related. Fortunately for her, this struggle was very short , Raoul 
having kept her in profound ignorance of the approach of any 
danger until the instant Le Feu-Follet comraenced her fire. It is 
frue she had heard the guns between the felucca and the boats; 
but this she had been told was an affair in which the privateer had 
no participation ; and the reports sounding distant to one in the 
cahin, she had been easily deceived. Whlle (he actual conflict 
was going on, she was on her knees at the side of her uncle ; and 
the moment it ceased she appeared on deck , and interposcd to 
save the ftigitives in the manner related. 

Now, however, the ecene was entirely changed. The lugger 
had escaped all damage worthy of notice; her decks had not beeo 
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stained with blood, and her success had been as complete a§ 
coald bo desired. In addition to these advantages, the resnlt 
removed all apprehensioD from the only source of danger that 
Raoul thought coald ciist, as between his own vessel and the 
frigate, or a boat-attack in a calm, — for meu who had just been 
so roughly handied in an enterpise so well masked would not be 
likely to renew the attempt while they still smarted under the in- 
fluence of the late repulse. Aflfairs of this sort exact all the dis^ 
cipline and resolution which a well-regulated Service can afford, 
and are not to be thought of under tho temporary demoralization of 
defeat. All in the lugger, therefore, considered this coUision 
with the Proserpine at an end, for the moment at least. 

Ghita had dined; for the day had now tumed some time, and 
she had come on deck to escape the confinement of a very small 
cabin, leaving heruncle to enjoy his customary «te^fa. She was 
seated under the awning of the quarter-deck , using her ueedle, 
as was her wont at that hour on the helghts of Argentaro. Raoul 
had placed himself on a gun>slide near her, and Ithuel was busy 
within a few feet of thcin^ dissectiug a spy-glass with a vicw to 
clean its lenses. 

'*I suppose the inost excellent Andrea Barrofaldi will sing a 
Tc Deum for his escape from ourfangs," suddenly exclaimed 
Raoul, laughing. ^^Pardie! he is a great historian, and every 
way fit to write an account of this great victory , which Monsieur 
TAnglais , lä bas^ is about to send to his government." 

'* And you , Raoul, have you no occasion for a Te Deum after 
your escape?" demanded Ghita, gently, and yet with empha- 
sis : — *Ms there no God for you to thank , as well as for the vice* 
govcrnor?" 

*^ Feste! — our French deity is little thought of just now, Ghita. 
Republics , as you know , have no great faith in religion — is it 
not so, mon brave American? Teil us, Etooell; have you any 
religion In America?" 

As Ithuel had often heard Raoul's optnlons on this subject, 
and knew the prevailing State of France in this particular, he 
ncither feit nor expressed any surprisc at the questlon. Still, the 
idea ran counter to all his own notions and prejudices , he having 



140 

been early taught to respect religion even vhen he was mosl 
serving the devil. Inaword, Ithael was one ofthose descendants 
of PuritaDism, who, '*6odward/' as it is termed, was qaite 
unexceptioDable , so far as his theory extended ; but who, *'man- 
ward," was **as the Scribes and Pharisees." Nevertheless, as 
he expressed it himself^ '*he always stood up for religion;" a 
fact which hisEnglish companions had commented on in jokes: 
maintaining tbat he even ** stood u*)" when the rest oftheship's 
Company were on their knees. 

**I 'm a little afraid, Monsieur Rule^" he answered, 'Uhat 
in France yoa have entered the rope of republicanism at the wrong 
end. In Ameriky, we even put religion before dollars; and if 
that isn't convincing I '1! give it up. Now , I do wish you could 
see a Sunday once in the Granite State, Signorina Ghita , that you 
niigbt get some notion what our western religion raally is." 

*'A11 real religion — all real devotion to God is, or ought to 
be , the same , Signor Ithuello , whether in the east or in the west. 
A Christian is a Christian ; let him live and die where he may/' 

"That 's not exactly platform I fancy. Why, Lordblessye, 
young lady, yotir religion, now, is no more like mzTze , than my 
religion is like that of the Archbishop of Canterbury , or Monsieur 
Rulehere!" 

^^La miemieJ" exclaimed Raoul: *'Ipretend to none, mon 
brave f there can be no likeness to nothing." 

Ghita 's glance was kind rather than reproachful ; but it was 
profoundly sorrowful. 

*'In what can cur religion differ," she asked , *'if we are both 
Christians? Ainericans, orltalians, it is all the same." 

**That comes of knowing nothing about Ameriky," said Ithuel, 
filled with the conceit of his own opinion of himself, and of the 
part of the world from which he came. "In the first place, you 
have a Pope, and Cardinais, and Bishops, and all such things, 
in your religion ; while we have none." 

" Certainly , there is the Holy Father, and there are cardinals ; 
but they are not my religion ," answered Ghita , looking surprlsed. 
"Bishops, itistrue, are appoiuted of God , and form part of his 
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Chiirch; and the Bishop ofRome 19 thc head of the Church on 
earth — but nothing more.'* 

**NothiogmoreI Don't jou vorship iinages, andtakeoffand 
put on garments at yoar prayers , aod kneel dowD in a niake-be- 
lieve, profane, way; and don't you turn everything into vain ce- 
remonies? " 

Had Ithuel been engaged , body and soul, in maintaining one 
of the propositions of the Oxford Xracts* controversy, he could not 
have uttered these words with greater zeal, er with amoreself- 
righteous emotion. Ilis mind was stored with the most vulgär ac- 
cusations of an exceedingly vulgär set of seclarian distinctions ; 
and he fancied it a high proof of Protestant perfection , to hold all 
the discarded usages in abhorrence. On the other band« Ghita 
Ustened with surprise; for, to her, the estimation in which thc 
rites of the Komish church were held by the great bulk of Pro- 
testants was a profound secret. The idea of worshipiog an Image 
never crossed her innocent mind; and although she oflen knelt 
before her own little ivory cruciGx, she had never supposed that 
any could be so Ignorant as to confound the mere material repre- 
sentation of the sacrifice it was meant to portray , with the divine 
explation itself. 

**It is decent to use proper vestments at thealtar/' she re- 
plied ; *' and its servants ought not to be clad like other men, We 
know that it is the heart, the soul, which must be touched to flnd 
favour with God ; but this does not make the outward semblance 
of respect which we show even to each other, the less necessary. 
As to worshipiug Images, that would be idolatry, and asbad as 
the poor heathens themselves." 

Ithuel looked mystiGed ; for he never doubted in the least, that 
the worshipingof Images was a material partof Catholicdevotion; 
and as for the Pope and the Cardinais, he deemed them all as in- 
dispensable to the creed of this church , as he fancied it important, 
in bis own , that the priests should not wear gowns , and that the 
edifices in which they worshipped should have square*topped win- 
dows. Absnrd as all this may seem to-day , and wicked as it will 
probably appear a Century hence, it formed and forms, no smalt 
part of sectarian belief; and entered into the animosities and jea-^ 
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lousles of those who seem to tbink it Deccssaiy to quarrel for the 
love of God. Could we bat look back at our own changes of opi- 
iiion , it would reoder us less conüdent of the justice of our seoti- 
ments; and, most of all, oue would tbink, tbat the American, 
who bas lived long enough to witness the sumniersets wbicb have 
been thrown in the practices and creeds of most of the more 
modern sects of bis own country, within the last quarter of a Cen- 
tury, would have acquired sometbing like a suitable respect for 
the more stable and venerable divisions of the Christian world. 

**Propervestments!" repeatedltbuel, with contempt; *'wbat 
vestments are wanting in the eyes of the Supreme Being? No; if I 
mtist have religion — and I know it 's necessary and wbuUsum', 
let it be a pure, naked reb'gion, wbicb will stand to reason. Is 
not tbat tbinking, Monsieur Rule?'' 

**]ifafoif oui, Reason before all things , Ghita; and, most 
of all , reason in religion." 

*'Ab ! Raoul, tbis it is wbicb misleads and betrays you,'' 
returned ibe girl, earnestly. '*Faith, and a meek dependence, 
are wbat niake a proper State of feeling ; and yet you demand a 
reason of Hirn who created the universe , and breathed into you 
thebreathoflife!" 

**Are we not reasoning creatures, Ghita," returned Raoul, 
gently , and yet with a sincerity and truth, for the circumstances, 
wbicb rendered even bis scepticism piquant and respectable; 
**and is it unreasonable to expect us to act up to our natures? 
Can I worship a God I do not understand?" 

'* Couldst thou worship one tbou didst ? He would cease to be 
adeity, and would become one of ourselves , were bis nature and 
attributes brought down to the level of our comprebensions. Bid 
one of thy foliowers come on tbis quarter-deck and insist on bear- 
ing all tbine own motives for the orders given in tbis little felucca, 
bow readily wouldst thou drive bim back as mutinuus and in- 
solent; and yet thou wouldst question the God of the universe, 
and pry into His mysteries ! " 

Raoul was mute, wbile Ithuel stared. It was so seldom tbat 
Ghita lost her exceeding gentleness of manner , tbat the flush of 
her cbeek, the severe eamestness of her eyes, tbe impassioued 
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modulations of her voiee , and the emphasls with which she spoke 
on this occasion , produced a sort of awe which prevented the 
discourse from proceeding further. The girl, herseif, was so 
mach excited that , afler sitling for a mioate with her hands before 
her face , the tears were seeo forcing their way through her flngers, 
She theo arose, and darted into the cabin. Raoul was too obser- 
vant of the ruies of propriety to think of following; bat he sat 
moody and lost in thoaght, until Ithuel drew bis attention to 
bimsclf. 

** Gals will be gals ," sald that refined and philosophical ob- 
server of the haman famlly, **and nothing toaches their natar's 
sooner than a little religioas excitement. Idare say, ifitwasn't 
for Images, and cardinals, and bishops, and such crcaturs, 
the Italians (Ithnel always pronounced this word ^^etallans) 
would make a very good sort of Christians." 

Bat Raoul was in no hamonr to converse; and as the hoar had 
now arrived when the zephyr was to be expected , he rose, ordcred 
the awntng to be taken in, and prepared to make himself master 
of the State of things around bim. There lay the frigate , taking 
her Siesta, like all near; her three topsails Standing, bat every 
other sail that was loose, hanging in festoons, waiting for the 
breeze. Notwithstanding her careless appearance , so closely had 
she becn tended for the last few hoars however, and so sednlously 
had even the smailest brcath of air bcen improved , that Raoul 
Started with snrpriso wheu he found bow mach ncarcr she was 
than when he had last looked at her. The wholc trick was ap- 
parent to bim at a glance; and he was compelied to acknowledge 
his own remissness when be pcrccived that he lay within the readi 
of the sbot of this powerftal foe; tbough still so distant as to render 
her aim a little uncertain, more especlally should a sea get up. 
The felucca had bamt to the water^s edge; bat, owing to the 
smoothness of the water, her wreck still floatcd, and was slowly 
setting into the bay, there being a slight current in that direction 
where she now lay. The town was basking in the aftemoon's san, 
thoagh hid from view, and the whole Island of Elba had the ap- 
pearance of being asieep. 

'*\Vbat a Siesta!" said Kaoul to Ithuel, as both stood on the 
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heel of the bowsprit, looking curiously at ihe scene, — sea, 
land, mountains, bourgeois, and marinere, alldoziog. ^^Bien^ 
there is life youder at the west, and we mast get fartber from 
votre Proserpine, Call the haods, Monsiear Lieutenant! Let 
US get out onr sweeps , and pat Üie head of Le Feu-Follet the 
other vay. Feste I the lugger is so Sharp, and has suchatriclc 
of going exactly where she looks, that lamafraid she has been 
crawling up towards her enemy, as the child creeps into thefire 
that burns its fingers." 

All hands were soon in motion on board Le Feu-Follet; the 
sweeps were on the point of being handled, when the jigger 
fluttered, and the first puff of the expected western breeze swept 
along the surface of the waters. To the seamen it was lilLe inhaling 
oxygen gas. Every appearance of drowstness deserted the people 
of both Tessels, and every one was instantly busy in making saiL 
Raoul had a proof into what dangerous proximity to the frigate he 
had got by the sound of the calls on board her; and tbe stiliness 
of the sea was yet so great, that the creaking of hei foreyard was 
actually audible to bim as the English rounded in their braces 
briskly , while laying their fore-topsail aback. 

At that moment a second respiraüon of the atmosphere gave 
birth to the breeze. Raoul whistled for the wind , and the lugger 
moved a-head, glidiog towards the frigate. But in half a minute 
she had gathered suflScient way, her heim was put down, and 
she came round as easily and as gracefülly as the bird turns on his 
wing. Not so with the heavier frigate. She had hauled in her 
Starboard head-braees, and had to get the fore-topsail aback, 
and to pay well off with her head to leeward , in Order to swing her 
yards and fiU her sails, while Le Fea-Follet was slipping through 
the water, going seemiugly into the wiad's eye. By this Single 
evolution the lugger gained more than a cable's length on her 
enemy, and five minutes more would have put her beyond all 
immediate danger. But Captain Cnffe knew this as well as his 
competitor, and had made his preparations accordiogly. Keeping 
his bead-yards aback, he knocked his ship round off, antfl her 
broadside bore on tbe lugger, when he let fly every gun of bis 
starboard-batteries, the utmost care having been taken to make 



145 



the shot teil. Twenty-two hcavy roond-shot comiog io at once 
apoD a little craft like Le Feo-Follet was a fearful Visitation , and 
the boldest held their breath for a time as the iron whiri-wind 
whistled past them. Fortnnately the lugger wasnothulled« but 
a grave amount of mischief was done aloft. The jigger-mast was 
catin two, and flew apward like a pipe-stem ; a serioas wound 
was given to the main-mast below the hounds; and the yard itseif 
was shivered in the slings. No less than sii shot plunged through 
both luggs, leaving holes in the canvass which made it resemble a 
beggar's shirt, and the jib-stay was cut in two half-way between 
the mast-head and the end of the bowsprit. No one was hurt, 
and yet, for a moment, every one looked as if destruction had 
suddenly lighted on the lugger. Then it was that Raoul came out 
in his true colours. He knew he conld not spare a stitch of canvass 
just at that moment, but that on the neit ten niinutes depended 
everything. Nothing was taken in, therefore, to secure spars 
and sails , bnt all was left to stand , trusting to the lightness of the 
breeze , which usually commenced very moderately. Hands were 
immediately set to work, to get up a new stay; a new main-yard 
and sail were got along, and everything was prepared for hoisting 
both as soon as it coald be ascertained that the mast would bear 
them. Nearly similar preparations were made forward, as the 
shortest way of gelting rid of the tom fore-sail, — for these it was 
the intention to unbend and bend , the yard being sound. 

Luckily, Captain Guffe determined to lose no moretimewith 
his guns ; bat swinging his head-yards , the frigate came sweeping 
up to the wind, and in three minutes everything was trimmed for 
the Ulmost. All this time Le Feu-FoUet had not stood still. Her 
canvass flultered, but it held on, and even the spars kept their 
places, though so much injured. In a word, the wind was not 
yet strong enough to tcar the one or to carry away the other. It 
was an advantage, too, that these casualties, particularly the 
loss of her jigger, rendered Le Feu-Follet less weatherly than 
she would otherwise have been, since, by keeping the frigate 
directly in her wake she was less exposed to the chase-gnns than 
she would have been a little oo either bow. Of this truth Raoul 
was soon persuaded , the Proserpine beginning to work both her 
Th€ Jach O^Lantem* 10 



146 



bow-gUDS as soon as she came to the wind , though neilher ex«< 
acüy bore, the sbot of one ranging a litüe to windward, and the 
other aboutasmuch on the other side. By theseshot, too, the 
young Frenchman soon had the satisfaction of seeing that, not* 
withstanding her injuries, the lugger was drawing a-head, — a 
fact of which the English became so sensible themselves that they 
soon ceased firing. 

So far, things went better than Raoul had reason at Grst to 
bope; though he weit knew that the crisis was yet to come. The 
westerly wind often blew fresh at that period of the day, and 
should it now increase he would require all his canvass to get 
clear of a ship with the known qualities of the vessel in chase. 
How much longer his mast or bis main-yard would stand he did 
not know; but as he was fast gaining, he determined to make hay 
while the sun shone, and get far enough a-head, if possible bcfore 
the breeze grew fresh , to enable hini to shift his sails and fish his 
spars , without being again brought within the reach of visitors so 
rüde as those who had so lately come hartling into his thin hamper. 
The proper precautions were not neglected in the mean time. H en 
were sent aloft to do what they could, under the circumstances, 
with the two spars ; and the strain was a little relieved by keeping 
the lugger as much away, as might be done withont enabling the 
frigate to set her studding sails. 

There is always something so exciting in a chase, that seamen 
never fall to wish for more wind ; forgetful that the power which 
increases their own speed may also increase the speed of the other 
party, and that, too, in an undue proportion. It would have been 
more favourable to Le Feu-Follet to have had less wind than even 
now blew , since her relative rate of sailing was greater in light 
than in streng breezes. Raoul knew from Ithuel's Statements 
that the Proserpine was an exceedingly fast ship, more especially 
when it blew fresh ; and yet it did not appear to bim that his lugger 
got along with sufficient speed , though his enemy would be certain 
to follow at a rate of sailing in a just proportion to his own, did 
there come more wind. 

The wish of the young privateersman , however, was soon 
gratified. The wind freshened materially, and by the time the two 
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Tessels opeaed theGaoal ofCk>rsica, as tiie passage betweenihat 
islaod and Elba is called, the frigate was obliged to take io her 
rojais, and two or three ofthose light and lofty staysails, which it was 
then the custom for ships to carry. At first , Raonl had thought he 
migbt fetch into Bastia, which lies due-west of the southem end of 
Elba ; but though the wind drew a little down through the canal, it 
soon blew too fresh to allow any formation of the land materially to 
alter its current. Tbe zephyr, as the afternoon's summer breeze 
of southern Italy, in particular, was termed by the ancients, is 
scldom a due-west wind, there generally being a little northing in 
it, as seamen say; and, as one gets fartber up tbe coast, tbis 
same wind ordinarily comes ronnd the bead of Corsica, blowiog 
from nearly west-nortb-west. Tbis would have enabied tbe lugger 
to lay her coarse for a deep bay on which lies the town of Biguglia, 
could she have been jammed up on a wind, as migbt usually have 
been done; but, a few minutes of experiment convinced Raoul 
that he mnst be more tender of bis wounded spars, and keep off 
for tbe mouth of tbe Golo. Tbis was a river of some size into which 
it was possible fora vessel of a light draught to enter; and, as a 
small battery stood near tbe anchorage, be determined to seek 
shelter in that haven , in order to repair bis damages. His calcu- 
lations were made accordingly, and , taking tbe snow-clad peaks 
in the neighbourbood of Corte as bis land-marks , be ordcred tbe 
lugger to be steered in tbe proper direction. 

On board tbe Proserpine scarcely less interest was feit in tbe 
result, tban on board Le Feu-Follet. If tbe people of tbe frigate 
had notbing to apprebend, they had somcthing to revenge; in 
addition to tbe anticipated credit of baving captured tbe boldest 
privateer that sailed out of France. For a short time , as the ship 
came up with tbe west-end of Elba, it was a serious question 
whether she would be able to weatber it, tbe lugger baving gone 
past, within a cable Vlength of the cllffs , on tbe very verge of the 
breakers, and much closer in tban the frigate would dare to foUow. 
But tbe last had taken the breeze fartber off the land tban tbe first, 
and migbt possibly fetch past the promontory on tbe tack she was 
then steering. To have gone about would have been to abandon the 
chase , as it would have carried the ship off due north , while 
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Le Fcu-FoUet \vas gliding down to tbe soathward and westward, 
at tbe rate of seven knots. The distance across the canal is onlf 
about thirty miles, and there wonld not have been time to recover 
the lost groond. 

This nncertainty made a most feverish moment on board the 
Proserpine, as she came np fast towards the headland. All 
depended on getting by without tacking. The appearances were 
favourable for deep water dose in ; bat there is always the danger 
of rocks (0 be dreaded near mountainous coasts. The promontory, 
too, was comparatively low; and this was rather an indication that 
it ought not to be approached too closely. Winchester was in bis 
berth , just begioning to feel the smart of his wound ; but Griffin 
was at the captain's elbow ; both he and the third-lieutenaut euter- 
ing keenly into all their commander's wishes and anxieties. 

** There she goes, into the very breakers!" exclaimed CufTe, 
as they watched Le Feu-Follet in her attempt to pass the pro- 
montory ; *' Monsieur Yvard must be determined to cast away his 
craft rather than be taken. It will be touch and go with him." 

" I ihink not , Captain CufTe ," answered Griffin ; *' the coast is 
hold hereabouts, and even the Proserpine would find sufficient 
water there , where the lugger now is. I hope we shall not be 
obliged to tack , Sir/' 

*' Ay, this is very weil for an irresponsible ; but when it got to a 
court, and punishment, I fear that all the last would fall on my 
Shoulders, should his Majesty's ship happen to lay her bones 
alongshore here. No, no, Griffin; we must go a clear cable's* 
length to windward of that^ or I go about, though Raoul Tvard 
were never taken." 

"There, he fetches-up, by George!" cried Yelverlon, the 
youngest lieutenant; and for a moment it was , intnith, beh'eved 
in the frigate that Le Feu-Follet, as a breaker actually coried 
directly uoder her lee, was aground. But this notion lasted a 
moment only, the little lugger continuing her course as swifUy as 
before; and a minnte or two later, keeping a little away, to ease 
her spars, having been jammed up as close as possible previonsly, 
in Order to weather the extreme end of what was thought to be the 
dangerous point. The fHgate was fall twomiles astem; and in« 
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siead of losiog anything of her Tantage-grouQd , she was kept so 
near the wind as to be occasionally touching. This was the more 
safe, inasmuch as the sea was perfectiy smooth, and the vessel 
made no lee-way. Still the frigate looked , as it is termed , barely 
np to the point it was deemed indispensable to weather; and as 
ships rarely **do" better than they ''look/' it became a question 
of serious doubt on board the Proserpine , as she came up with the 
headland , whether she could clear it. 

**I am afraid, Captain Cnffe, we shall never clear it with a 
good-enongh bertb, Sir/' observed the tidgeting Griifin; 'Mt 
seems to me that the ship sets uoaccountably to leeward to-day ! " 

' ' She never behaved better , Griffin. I am really in hopes there 
is a slight carrent off-shore here; if anything, we actnally open 
the highlands of Corsica by this promontory. You see that the 
wreck of La Divina Providenza is sweeping round thebay, and is 
Coming out to windward again." 

*' That may serve us , indeed ! All ready in the chains , Sir ! — 
shall we make a cast of the lead?" 

Cuffe assented, and the lead was hove. At this moment the 
ship was going eight knots , and the man reported no boltom with 
Ofteen fathoms of lioe out. This was well ; and two or three sub- 
sequent casts confirmed it. Orders were now given to drag every 
bowline, swig-ofif on every brace, and flatten-in all the sheets. 
Even the halyards were touched, in order that the sails niight stand 
like boards. The trying moment was near; five minutes must 
decide the matter. 

''Let her shake a little , Mr. Yelverton^ and eat into the wind/' 
Said Cuffe, addressing the officer of the watch; ** we must do all 
we can here , for when abreast of the breakers everything must be 
a rap-full, to keep the ship under quick command. There — 
meet her with the heim, and give her a good füll." 

This experiment was repeated twice, and eaeh time the frigate 
gained her length to windward, though she necessarily lost more 
than three times that distance in her velodty. At length the trial 
came, and a profound silence, one in which nervousness and 
aniiety were blended with hope, reigaed in the Tessel. The eyes 
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of all turned from the sails to the breakers , froni the breakers to 
the sails, and from both to the vake of the ship. 

At such moments the Toice of the lead's-nian prerails over all 
other souods. His waraing cry is listened to with breathless 
attentjou , vihen the songs of a siren would be unheard. Gast aller 
cast was made , as the ship droTe oo , and tbe answer to Cuffe's 
questioDS was uniformly *'do bottom, Sir, with fifteen fathoius 
out;" but, just at this Instant arose the regulär seng from the 
weather main-chains of **by the mark seven!" This came so 
suddenly ou the Captain's ear, that he sprang upon the taffrail, 
where he could command a füll view of all he wanted to see; and 
theo he called ont in a stentorian Toice : -^ 

*'Heave again , Sirl — be brisk, my lad ! — be brisk !" 

•«Be>e-e-ther-r-r-dee-e-e-eep sixl*' followed almostas soonas 
the Captafai's voice had ccased* 

** Ready-about ! " shouted Gaffe. * ' See all clear , gentlemen* 
MoTe liyely, men ; move lively/' 

«*And-a-a*eh half-ef-four — 

*'Staod by ! What the devil are yoQ at, Sir , on that forecastle? 
•— Areyouready, forward?" 

••Jülready, Sir—" 

«Down with your heim — hard down at once — " 

"Be-e-e-thcr-p-r-dee-e-c-p nine — " 

'^Meet her! — up with your heim. — Haul down your sheets, 
forward — brail the spanker — let go all the bowlines aft. — So— 
well , there , well. She flew round like a top ; but, by Jove, we 've 
caught her, gentlemen. — Drag your bowlines, again. What 's the 
uews from the chains?" 

"No bottom, Sir, with fifteen fathoms out — and as good a cast 
too, Sir, as we 've had to-day." 

•*So — you 're rap füll — don't fall off — Tcry well ayce" ijngim 
Uce^ thos) — '*keep her as yoa are. — Well, by the Lord, Griffin, 
that was a shave; half-four was getting to be squally , in a qnarter 
of the World where a rock makes nothing of pouting its lips fifteen 
or twenty feet at a time at a mariner. We are past it all , however» 
and here is the land treoding away to the southward, like a man ina 
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eonsümptioD, fafrly onder our lee. A dozen Raoul Tvards voulda't 
lead me into such a d— d scrape again ! " 

'*The danger which is OTer , is no longer a daoger at all, Sir,** 
ansvered Griffin, laughing. **Don't you tbink, Captain Cuffe, tbat 
we might ease her about half a point; that vould be just her play ; 
and the lugger keeps offalittle, I rather suspect, to ease her main- 
mast. I 'm certain Isaw chips fly from it, when we dosed her with 
them two-and-twenty pills." 

"Perhaps you're right, Griffin. Ease her with the heim a 
litlle, Mr. Telverton. If Master Yvard Stands on bis present course 
an hour longer, Biguglia will be too far to windward for bim ; and, 
as for Bastia , tbat has been out of the question from the first. 
There is a river called Golo, into which he might run; and that, I 
rather think, is bis aim. Four bours , bowever, will let us into the 
secret." 

And four intensely interesting hours were those wbfeh suc- 
ceeded. The wind was a capfuU ; a good , fresh , westerly breezc, 
which seemed to have started out of the oven-like heat of a week of 
intensely bot weather which had preceded it^ and to have collected 
the force of two or three zephyrs into one. It was not a gale 
at all , nor did it induce either party to think of reefing ; for, 
no trifle would have done that under the circumstances; but it 
caused the Proserpine to furl her fore and mizzen-top-gallant- 
sails, and put Raoul in better humour with the lossof bis jigger. 
When fairly round the headland, and at a moment when he fancied 
the frigate would be compelled to tack, the latter had seized an 
opportunity to get in bis foresail , to unbend it, and to bend and set 
a new one; an Operation which took just four minutes by the watch. 
He would have tried the same experiment with the other lugg, but 
the mast was scarcely worlh the risk, and be thought the holes 
might act as reefs and thus diminlsh the strain. In these four 
hours , owing to the disadvantage under which Le Feu-Follet 
laboured, there was not a difference of half a knot in the distance 
run by the two vessels , though each passed over more than thirty 
miles of water. Buring this time they had been drawiog rapidly 
nearer to the coast of Corslca, the mountains of which, ragged and 
crowned with nearly etemal snows , had been glittering in the 
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ifternoon's sun, before them, though they lay many a longleagne 
inland. Bat (he formatioQ of the coast itself had uow become piain, 
and Raouly an hour before the sun disappeared, had noted bis 
Jandmarks , by wbich to make for the river he inteoded to eater. 
The easleru coast of Corsica is as deficient iu bays and harbours as 
its westeroisafflueot with them; aadthis Golo, for which thelugger 
was shapiag her course, wuuld Dever have beeo though t of as a 
place of shelter uoder ordioary circumstaDces. But, Raoul had 
ouce anchored in its moutb, and he deemed itthe very spotia which 
to elude bis euemy. It had shoais off its emboachure ; and these, 
he rightly enough fancied , would iuduce Gaptaiu Cuffe to be wary. 

As the eveDing approached, the wind began todecreasein force, 
aud (hea the people of the lugger lost all their apprehensions. The 
spars had all stuod , aad Raoul no louger hesitated about trusting 
bis wouuded mainniast with a new yard aud sail. Both were got 
up, and the repairs were immediately comnienced. The superi- 
orityofthe lugger in sailiug was now so great, as to putitoutof 
all question that she was not to be overtaken in the chase ; and 
Raoul , at one time , actually thought of tumiog up aloug the land» 
and going into Bastia, where he might even provide himself with a 
new niainmast at need. But this idea, on reflection, he abandoned 
as too bazardous ; and he continued on , in the direction of the 
mouthoftheGolo. 

Througbout the day the Proserpine had shown no coloars» 
eiceptfor thesbort period when her boats were engaged, and white 
she berself was firiog at the lugger. The same was the fact with 
Le Feu-Follet, though Raoul had runupthe tri-colourashe opened 
on the felucca, and he kept itflyingas longas there was any ap- 
pearance of bostilitics. As the two vessels drew in neartothe land, 
several coasters were scen beating up against the westerly wind, 
ür running down before it, all of which, however, seemed so uinch 
to distrust the appearauce of the lugger, as to avoid heras far as 
was possible. This was a matter of indifference to our hero , who 
knew that they were all probably countrymeu ; or , at least, smug- 
glers who would scarcely reward bim for the tronble had he the time 
to bring them to, aud captnre them. Corsica was theo again, in 
the hands of the Frcnch, the temporary and Imperfect possessionof 
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fhc English having terminated three or four years earlier; and 
Raoul feit certain of a welcome anywhcre in the Island , and of 
protection wherever it could be offered. Such was the State of 
tbings, when, just as the lugger was preparing to enter among the 
shoals, the Proserpine unexpecledly tacked , and seemed to bestow 
all her attention on the coasters, of wbich three or four weresonear 
tbat two feil into her hands almost without an elfort to escape. 

It appeared to Raoul , and those with bim in bis little craft, tbat 
the English seized these insigniGcant vessels solely with a wish for 
vengeance , since it was not usual for ships of the force of the Pro« 
serpine to turn aside to molest the poor fishermen and coasters. 
A few execrations followed, quite asa matter of course; but the 
intricacy of the Channel and the necessity of having all bis eycs 
about bim, soon drove every other thought from the mind of the 
dashing privateersman , but such as were connected with the care 
and safety of bis own vcssel. 

Just as the sun set Le Feu-FoIIet anchored. She had chosen 
a berth sufficiently within the shallow water to be safe from the 
guns of the frigate, tbough scarcely within the river. The latter 
the depth of the streani hardly permitled , though there was all the 
shelter that the season and weather required. The Proserpine 
manifested no Intention togiveup her pursuit; for she, too, came 
off the outlet, and brought up with one of her bowers , about two 
miles to seaward of the lugger. She seemed to have changed her 
mind asto the coasters y having let both proceed , after a short de- 
tention; though, it falling calm, neither was enabled to getany 
material distance from her, until the land-breeze should rise. In 
these positions , the belligerents prepared to pass the night , each 
party taking the customary precautions as to bis ground tackle^ 
and each Clearing up the decks and going through the common 
routine of duty , as regularly as if he lay in a friendly port. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

The human mind, that loftj thing! 

The palace and Ihe throne 
Where reason cits, a sceptred king, 

And breathes his judgment tone; 
Oh 1 who vith silent Step shall trace 
The borders of that haunted place , 

Nor in his weakness own 
That mystery and marvel bind 
That lofty thing •* the human mind. 

Anonymous, 

It is UDoecessary to dwell on the glories of the Mediterranean. 
They are familiär to every traveller, and books have again and 
again laid them before the imagiDations of readers of all countries 
and ages. Still there are lights and shades pecuiiar to every pic- 
ture , and this of oors bas some of its own which merit a passing 
notice. A sunset in midsummer can add to the graces of almost 
any scene. Such was the hour when Raoul anchored ; and Ghita, 
who had come on deck now that the chase was over and the danger 
was thought to be past , fancied she had never seen her own Italy, 
or the blue Mediterranean, more lovely. 

The shadows of the mountains were cast far upon the sea long 
ere the sun had actually gone down, throwing the witchery of 
eventide over the whole of the eastern coast some time before it 
came to grace its western. Corsica and Sardinia resemble vast 
fragments of the Alps which have fallen into the sea by some ac- 
cidenl of nature, where they stand in sight of their native beds, re~ 
sembling. as it might be, out^-posts to those great walis of Enrope. 
Their mountains have the same formations, the same white peaks, 
— for DO small portion of the year at least, — and their sides the 
same mysterious and riven aspect. Inaddition, however, to their 
othercharms, they have one which is wanting in most of Switzer- 
land , though traces of it are to be found in Savoy and on the 
Southern side of the Alps; they have that stränge admixtnre of the 
soft and the severe, of the sublime and beautifnl, that so peculiarly 
characterizes the witchery of Italian nature. Such was now the 
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Aspeet of all visible from the deck of Le Feu-Follet. The sea , with 
its dark blue tint» vas losing eyery trace of the western wind , and 
was becoming glassy and tranqnil ; the monntains on the other 
side were solemn and grand» just showing thcir ragged outlines 
along a sky glowing with *'the pomp that shnts the day;" while 
the nearer yalleys and narrow plains were mysterlous, yet soft, 
Qnder the deep shadows they cast. Pianosa lay nearly opposite, 
distaot some twenty miles, rising out of the water like a beacon; 
Elba was visible to the north-east, a gloomy confused pile of 
mountain at that hour ; and Ghita once or twice thought she could 
trace on the coast of the main the dim outline of her own hill, 
Monte Argentaro; though the distance, some sixty or seventy 
miles, rendered this improbable. Outside, too^ lay the frigate, 
riding on the glassy surface of the sea ; her sails furied , her yards 
squared , everything about her cared for and in its place , until she 
formed a faultless picture of nautical symmetry and naval pro- 
priety. There are all sorts of men in a marine, as well as in civil 
iife ; these taking things as they come , content to perform their 
duties in the most quiet maoner, while others , again , have some 
such liking for their vessels as the dandy has for bis own person, 
and are never happy unless embellishing them. The truth in this, 
as in most other matters, lies in a medium ; the officer who thinks 
too much of the appearance of bis vessel, seldom having mind 
enough to bestow due attention on the great objects for which she 
was constructed and is sailed ; while , on the other band , he who 
is altogether indifferent to these appearances , is usually thinking 
of things foreign to bis duty and bis profession; if, indeed, he 
thinks at all. Cuffe was near the just medium , inclining a little 
too much , perhaps , to the naval dandy. The Proserpioe , thanks 
to the builders of Toulon, was thought to be the handsomest model 
then afloat in the Mediterranean , and , like an established beauty, 
all who belonged to her were fond of decorating her, and of show- 
ing her fine proportions to advantage. As she now lay at Single 
anchor, just out of gun-shot from bis own berth, Raoul could not 
avoid gazing at her with envy, and a bitter feeling passed through 
bis mind when he recalled the chances of fortune and of birth, 
which deprived him of the hope of ever rising to the command of 
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sucli a frigate , but vhich doomed bim , seemingly , to tbe fate of 
a prhateersman for life. 

Natare had intended Raoul Yvard for a mach bigber destiny 
than that whicb apparently awaited bis career. He bad come into 
active life wilh uone of tbe adrantages tbat accompany tbe accidents 
of birth, and, at a moment, in tbe bistory of bis great natioo, 
wben its morals and its religious sentiments had become unsettled 
by tbe violent reaction whicb was throwing off tbe abuses of cen^ 
turies. They who imagine, bowever^ that France, as a whole, 
was guilty of tbe gross eicesses that disfigured her struggles for 
liberty , know little of tbe great mass of moral feeling whicb en- 
dured througb all tbe abominations of tbe times; and mistake the 
crimes of a few desperate leaders , and the eiaggerations of mis- 
gaided impulses, for a radical and universal depravity. Tbe 
France of the Reign of Terror , even , has little more to answer for 
than tbe compliance whicb makes bodies of men the instruments 
of the entbusiastic, tbe designing, and tbe active — America 
often toleratlng error, whicb differs only in tbe degree, under the 
same blind Submission to combinations and Impulses; this very 
degree , too , depending more on the accidents of history and na- 
tural causes , than any agencies whicb are to be imputed to the one 
party, asa fault, or, totheother, asamerit. It was with Raoul, 
as it bad bcen with bis country — each was tbe creature of circum- 
stances; andiftbeman hadsomeof thefaults, be had also most 
of the merits of bis nation and bis age. The looseness ou the sub- 
ject of religion, whicb was bis principal defect in the eyes of Ghita, 
but whicb could scarcely fail to be a materlal one with a girl edu- 
cated and disposed as was the case with our bei eine , was the error 
of the day , and with Raoul it was at least sincere ; a circumstance 
which rendered bim, with one so truly pious as the gentle being 
beloved, thesubjectofa boly interest, which, in itself , almost 
rivalled the natural tendemess of her sex , in behalf of tbe object of 
her affections« 

Wbile tbe short engagement with the boats lasted , and durlng 
the few minutes be was ander tbe fire of the fngate, Raoul bad 
beenbimself; theexcitementofactual war always nerving bim to 
deeds worthy of bis command, and tbe high name be bad ac* 
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qaired ; bnt Ihronghoat the remainder of the day he had feit little 
disposed to strife. The chase, once assured that his spars were 
likely to stand, gave him little concern; and now that he was at 
anchor within the shallow water, he feit much as the traveller vho 
has fonnd a comfortable inn after the fatigne of a hard day's ride. 
When Ithuel suggested the possibility of a night-attack in boats, 
he laughingly reminded the American that ** the bnmt child dreads 
the fire," and ga?e himself no great concern in the matter. Still, 
no proper precauUon was neglected. Raoul was in the habit of 
exacting mach of his men in moments of necessity; bnt, at all 
other times, he was as indnlgent as a kind father among obcdient 
and respectfnl children. This quality , and the neTer-varying con* 
stancy and coolness which he displayed In danger, were tlie secret 
of his great influence with them; every Seaman nnder his Orders 
feeling certain, that no severe duty was required at his hands with- 
out a corresponding necessity for it. 

On the present occasion, when the people of Le Fea>Follet had 
supped, they were indnlged in their customary dance; and the 
romantic songs of Provence were heard on the forecastle. A light- 
hearted gaiety prevailed , whlch wanted only the presence of wo- 
man to makc the scene resemble the eyening amnsement of some 
hamlet on the coast. Nor was the sex absent in the sentiment of 
the hour, or wholly so in person. The songs were fall of cbival- 
ronsgallantry, and Ghita listened , equally touched and amused. 
She sat on the trafirail , with her nncle Standing at her side , while 
Raoul paced the quarterdeck , stopping in his tum to utter some 
thought or wish to ears which were always attentive. At length 
the song and the dance ended, and all but the few who were or- 
dered to remain on watch descended to their hammocks. The 
change was as sudden as it was striking. The solemn , breathing 
stillness of a star-lit night sncceeded to the light laugh , melodious 
song, and splrited merriment of a set of men, whose constitutional 
gaiety seemed to be restralned by a spedes of native refine- 
ment unknown to the mariners of other regions, and who, an- 
nnrtured as they might be deemed in some respects, seldom or 
never offended againstthe proprleties; as is so common with the 
mariners of the Anglo-Saxon race« By this time the cool air fro m 



158 



Ibe mouDtains began to descend , and floating over the heated sea, 
it formed a light landbreeze wbich blew in an exacUy cootrary di- 
rection to tbat wbich , about the same hour, came off from the ad- 
jacent continent. There was no moon ; but the night could not be 
calied dark. Myriads of stars gleamed out from the fatbomiess 
firmament, filling the atmosphere witb a light wbich served to ren- 
derobjectssafficiently distinct; whileitleft them clad in a semi- 
obscurity tbat suited the witchery of the scene and the bour. Raoul 
feit the inflaence of ali these circa mstances in an unnsual degree. 
It disposed him to more sobriety of thought than always attended 
bis leisure moments, and he tool^ a seat on the taffrail neaq Ghita, 
white her uncle went below , to his I&nees and bis prayers. 

Every foot-fall in the lugger had now ceased. Ithuel was prost- 
ed on a knight-head, where he sat watching his old enemy, the 
Proserpine ; the proximity of tbat ship not allowing hiin to sleep. 
Two experienced seamen , who alone formed the regulär anchor- 
watch, as it is termed , were stationed apart, in orderte prevent 
conversation ; one on the starboard cat-head , and the other in the 
main rigging ; both keeping vigilant ward over the tranquil sea, 
aad the different objects which floated on its placid bosom. In 
tbat retired spot, these objects were necessarily few, embracing 
the frigate , the Ingger, and three coasters ; the latter of which 
had all been boarded before the night set in by the Proserpine, 
and afler short detentions dismissed. One of these coasters lay 
about halfway between the two hostile vessels, at anchor, having 
come-to, after making some fruitless efforts to get to the north- 
ward by means of the expiring west-wind. Although the light 
laod-breeze would now have sufficed to carry her a knot or two 
through the water, she preferred maintaining her position , and 
giving her people a good nigbt's rest, to getting underway. The 
Situation oftbisfelacca^ and the eircumstance tbat she had been 
boarded by the frigate , rendered her an object of some distrust 
with Raoul, through the early part of the eveoing, and he bad 
ordered a vigilant eye to be kept on her: but nothing had been 
discovered to confirm these suspicions. The movements of her 
people — the manner in which she brought-np — the quiet which 
prevailed onboard her^ and evcn the lubberly disposition of her 
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sparsand riggiog, went to satisfy Raoul that sbe had no maa-of- 
war's meD oo board her. Still , as she lay less than a mile uatside 
oftbelugger, thoogh dow dead to leeward all that distaoce, she 
wasto be watched; and one of the seameo, he in the rigging, 
rarely had his eyes off her a oiinate at a time. The second coaster 
was a little to the southward of the frigate, under her canvass, 
hauHng in for the land ; doubtless with a view to get as much as 
possible of the breeze from the mountains; and standing slowly 
to the south. She had been set by compass an hour before, and 
all that time had altered her bearings but half a point, though not 
a league off — a proof how light she had the wind. The third 
coaster, a small felucca, too, was to the northward ; but, ever since 
the land-breeze,if breeze it could be called,had come, she had been 
busy turning slowly up to windward ; and seemed disposed either 
to cross the shoals closer in than the spot where the lugger lay, or 
to enter the Golo. Her shadowy outline was visible, though 
drawn against the land, moving slowly athwart the lugger's hawse, 
perhaps half a mile in-shore of her. As there was a current set- 
ting out of the river, and all the vesscls rode with their heads to 
the Island , Ithuel occasionally tumed his head to watch her pro- 
gress; which was so slow, however, as to produce very little 
change. 

After looking around him several minutes in silence, Raoul 
tumed his face upward and gazed at the stars. 

'*You probably do not know, Ghita," said he, '^the use 
those Stars may be and are to us , mariners. By their aid we are 
enabled to teil where we are, in the midst of the broadest oceans — 
to know the points of the compass; and to feel at home even when 
furthest removed from it. The Seaman must go far south of the 
equator, atleast, before he can reach a spot where he does not 
see the same stars which he beheld from the door of his father's 
house." 

'*Thatisanewtboughttome," answered Ghita, qufckly, her 
tender nature at once Struck with the feeling and poetry of such an 
idea; **that is a new thought to me, Raoul; and I wonder you 
Derer mentioned it before. It is a great tbing to be able to carry 
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home and familiär objects vith you when so distant from those 
you lovc." 

"Did youDever hear thatlovers havechosen an hour and a star, 
by gazing at which tbey might commune together, tbough separated 
by oceans and countries?" 

**Tbat is a qucstion you mfght put to yourself^ Raoul; all 1 
have eyer beard of lovers and love baviog come from your own 
lips/' 

''Well» tben, I teil it you; and bope that we sball not pari 
again without selectlng our star and our hour — if, indeed, we ever 
pari more. Though l have forgoUen to teil you this, Ghita, it is 
because you are never absent from my thoughts — no star is 
necessary to recall Monte Argentaro and the Towers." 

If we sbould say Gbita was not pleased with this, it would be 
to raise ber above an amiable and a natural weakness. RaouFs 
protestations never feil dead on her heart; and few things were 
sweeter to her ear than bis words as they declared bis devotedness 
and passion. The franltness with which he admitted bis delin* 
quencies, and most especially the want of that very religious 
sentiment which was of so much value in the eyes of bis mistress, 
gave an additional weight to bis language, when he affirmed bis 
love. Notwithstanding Ghita blushed as she now listened she did 
not smile ; she rather appeared sad. For nearly a miaute she made 
no reply, and when she did answer, it was in a low voice, like one 
wfao feit and thought intensely. 

* ' Those Stars may well bave a higher ofiSce," she said. '* Look 
at them, Raoul; — count them we cannot« for they seem to Start 
out of the depths of beaven one after another» as the eye rests upon 
the Space, nntil they mock our efforts at calcalation. We see they 
are there in thousands, and may well believe they are in myriads. 
Now tiiou hast been taught, eise couldst thon never be a navigator, 
that those stars are worlds like our own, or suns, with worlds 
sailiog aronnd them ; bow is it possible to see and know this, 
without believing In a God , and feeling the insignificance of our 
being?" 

I do not deny that Ibere is a power to goyem all this, Ghita <— 
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bat I maintain that it fo a priociple; not a belog in onr shape and 
form , and that it is the reason of things rather tban a deitj." 

**liVho has Said that God is a being in onr shape and form, 
Baonl? None know that — none can know it; none say it vho 
reverence and worship Him as they ought." 

««Do not your priests say that man has been created in his 
image? and is not this creating him in his form and likeness?" 

^*Nayy not so» dear Raonl, bot in the image of his spirit; 
that man hath a soul which partakes, though in a small degree, 
of the imperishable essence of God ; and thus far doth he exist in 
his image. More than this none have presumed to say. But vhat 
a being to be the master of all those bright worlds ! " 

*'Ghita, thon know'st my way of thinking on these matters, 
and thou also know'st that I ivonld not wound thy gentle spirit by a 
Single vord that conld grieve theo." 

**Nay, Raonl, it is not thy way of thinkingy but thy fashion 
of talkingf which makes the difTerence between ns. No one who 
thinks can ever donbt the existence of a being superior to all of earth 
and of the nniverse , and who is Creator and Master of all." 

** Oi 9l principle , if thon wilt, Ghita; but of a being ^ I ask 
for the proof. That a mighty principle exists to set al^these planets 
in motion , to create all these stars , and to plant all these suns in 
Space, I neverdoubted ; it would be to question a fact which Stands 
dayand night before myeyes; but to suppose a 6etn^ capable of 
producing all these things , is to believe in beings I neyer saw." 

**And why not as well suppose that it is a being who does all 
this, Raoul , as to suppose it what you call a principle." 

** Because I see principles beyond my understanding at work 
all aronnd me : in yonder heayy frigate , groaning under her load 
of artillery, which floats on this thin water; in the trees of the land 
which lies so near ns; in the animals which are born and die; the 
fishes, the birds» and the human beings. But I see no being — 
know no being that is able to do all this.*' 

** That is because thou know'st not Grod ! He is the creator of 
the principles of which thou speak'st, and is greater than thy 
principles themselyes." 

**It is easy to say this , Ghita, but hard to prove. I take the 
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aconi and pnt it in the gronnd; in doe time it comes np a plant; 
in the coarse of years it becomes a tree. Now all tliis depends on 
a ceitain mysterioas principle, whicli is nnlcnown to me, bot 
whicb I am sure exists; for I can cause it myself to produce its 
fruits by merely opening the earth and laying the seed in its bosom. 
Nay, Icandomore; soweit do I understand this principle, toa 
certain extent at least, that by choosing the season and the soil I 
can hasten or retard the growth of the plant, and in a manner 
fashion the tree/' 

*'Trae, Raoul, to a certain extent thou canst; and it is 
precisely because thou hast been created after the image of God. 
The little resemblance thou enjoyest to that mighty Being enables 
thee to do this much more than the beasts of the field : wert thou 
his equal thou couldst create that principle of which thou speakest, 
and which , in thy blindness, thou mistakest for its master." 

This was said with more feeling than Ghita had ever before 
manifested in their frequent discourses on this subject, and with 
a solemnity of tone which Startled her listener. Ghita had no 
philosophy , in the common acceptation of the term , while Raoul 
fancied he had much, under the limitations of a deficient educa- 
tion ; and yet the streng religious sentimentof the girl soquickened 
her faculties, that he had oflen been made to wonder why she had 
seemingly the best of the argument on a subject in which he 
flattered himself with being so strong. 

**I rather think, Ghita, we scarcely understand each other,*' 
answered Raoal . * * I pretend not to see any more than is permitted 
to man; or rather, more than bis powers can comprehend; but 
this proves nothing, as the elepbant undcrstands more than the 
horse, and the horse more than the fish. There is a principle 
which pervades eTcrything, which we call Nature; and this it is 
which bas produced these whirlingworlds, and all the mysteries 
of creation. One of its laws is, that nothing it produces shall 
comprehend Its secrets." 

** You have only to faney your principle a spirit — a being with 
mind, Raoul, to have the Christian God. Why not believe in 
Hirn as easily as you believe in yourunknown principle, as you 
call it? You know that you ezist — that you can build a lugger — 
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caD reason on the sim and stars, so as to flnd your way across the 
widest oceaD , by means of your mind ; and why not suppose that 
some sapcrior belog exists vho can do even more than this? Tour 
principles can be thwarted even by yourself — tbe seed can be 
depriTed of its power to grow — the tree destroyed; and if prin- 
ciples can tbas be destroyed» some accident may one day destroy 
creation by destroying its principle. I fear to speak to yon of 
revelation , Raoul , for I know you mock it!" 

" Not when it comes from thy lips, dearest. I may not believe^ 
but I never mock at wbat thou utterest and rcverencest." 

*'I could thank thee for tbis, Raoul; but I feel that it would 
be taking to myself a homage which ought to be paid elsewhere. 
But here is my gnitar, and I am sorry to say that the hymn to the 
Virgin has not been sung on board this lugger to-night; thou canst 
not think how sweet is a hymn sung upon the waters ! I heard the 
crew which is anchored towards the frigate, singing that hymn, 
while thy men were at their light Provencal songs , in praise of 
woman's beauty; insteadof joining in praise of their Creator." 

'*Thoa mcan'st to sing thy hymn^ Ghita, eise the guitar would 
not have been mentioned?" 

** Raoul, I do. I have eyer fonnd thy soul the softestafler 
holy music* Who knows but the mercy of God may one day touch 
it through the notes of this very hymn ! " 

Ghita paused a moment, and then her light fingers passed OTer 
the strings of her guitar in a solemn symphony; after which came 
tlie sweet strains of "Ave Maria/' in a voice and melody which 
roight, in sooth , have touched a heart of stone. Ghita , a Nea- 
politan by birth , had all her country's love for music ; and she had 
caught some of the science which seems to pervade nations in that 
part of the world. Natnre had endowed her with one of the most 
touching voices of her sex; one less powerful than mellow and 
sweet; and she never uscd it in a religious office without its 
becoming tremulous and eloquent with feeling. While she was 
now singing this well-known hymn , a holy hope pervaded het 
moral System that, in some miraculous manner, she might become 
the agent of turning Raoul to the love and worship of God ; and the 
feeling communicated itself to her eiecution. Never before had 
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she sang so vell ; as a proof of vhich , Ithuel left his knightr-hcad 
and came aft to listen, while the two French mariners on walch, 
temporarily forgot their dnty in entranced attention. 

^'If anything could make me a believer, Ghita," murmured 
Raoul , wben the last strain had died on the lips of his beloved, 
*Mt would be to listen to thy melody! What oow, Monsienr 
Etooeli! areyou, too, aloverofholymnsic?" 

**Tbis is rare singing, Captain Role; but we have different 
business on band. If you will step to the other end of the lagger 
you can take a look at the craft which has been cravling along in- 
shore of us for the last three hours; there is somethiog about her 
that is unnat'ral ; she seems to be dropping down nearer to us, 
while she has no motion through the water. The last circum- 
stance I hold to be unnat'ral with a vessel which has all sail set, 
and in this breeze." 

Raoul pressed the band of Ghita , and whispered her to go be- 
low, as he was fearful the air of the night might injure her. He 
then went forward where he could command as good a view of the 
felucca, in>shore, as the obscurity of the hour permitted ; and he 
feit a little uneasiness when he found how near she had got to the 
lugger. TVhen he last noted her position , this vessel was quite 
half-a-mile distant, and appeared to be crossing the bows of Le 
Feu-Follet, with sufficient wind to have carried her a mile a-head 
in the interval; yet could he not perceive that she had advanced so 
far in that direction as she had drifled down upon the lugger» the 
while. 

'*Have you been examining her long?" he demanded of the 
New-Hampshire-man. 

**Ever since she has seemed to stand still ; which is now some 
twenty minutes. SheisduU, Isuppose; for she has been several 
hours getting along a league ; and there is now air enough for such 
a craft to go three knots to the hour. Her coming down upon us is 
easily accounted for, there being a considerable cnrrent out of this 
river, as you may see by the ripple at our own cut-water ; but I find 
nothing to keep her from going a-head at the same time. I set her 
by the light you see here in the wake of the nearest monntain, at 
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least a quarter of an hoar since, and she has not advanced five 
times her own length since." 

*^*T its nothing bat a Corsican coaster, after all, Etooell; I 
bardly tbink the English would risk onr canister again, for tbe 
pleasure of being beaten off in anotber attempt to board ! " 

*'They 're a spitefal set aboard the frigate; and the Lord only 
knows ! See, here is a good heavy night-air , and tbat felucca is 
not a cableVlength from ns ! set her by the jibstay , and judge for 
yourself how slowly she goes a-head! That it is, which non- 

plushcstne/" 

Raoul did as the other desired, and, after a short trial, he 
found that the coaster had no perceptible motion a~head ; white it 
was certain she was drifting down with the current, directly ath- 
wart the Ingger's hawse. This faet satisGed him that she must 
have drags astern ; a circumstance which at once denoted a hostile 
Intention. The enemy was probably on board the felucca in force ; 
and it was incumbent on him to make immediate preparations for 

defence. 

Still, Raoul was reluctant to disturb bis people. Like all firm 
and cool men , he was averse to the parade of a false alarm ; and 
It seemed so improbable that the lesson of the morning was so soon 
forgotten, that he could bardly persuade himself to believe his 
senses. Then the men had been very hard at work throughout the 
day ; and most of them were sleeping the sleep of the weary. On 
the other band, every minute brought the coaster nearer and in- 
creased the danger should the enemy be really in possession of her. 
Ünder all the circumstances, he determined first to hail ; knowing 
that his crew could be got up in a minute , and that they slept with 
arms at their sides, under an apprehension that a boat attack 
might possibly be attempted in the course of the night. 

** Felucca , aboy ! " calied out the captain of Le Feu-Follet, the 
other craft being too near to render any great effort of the voice ne- 
cessary: *'What felucca is that? and why have you so great a 

drift?" 

''La Bella Corsiennel" was the auswar, in a patoU half 
French, halfitalian, as Raoul expected, if all were right. "We 
are bound into La Padulella ; and wish to keep in with the land to 
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hold the breeze thc longer. We are no great sailer at the best, and 
haye a drift because we are just now in the strength of the cur- 
rent." 

*^At tbis rate , you will come athwart my hawse. — Ton know 
I am armed, and cannot safTer that! " 

''Ah, Signore, wearefriendsoftherepoblic^ andwouldnot 
barm you if we could. We hope you will not injure poor mariners 
likeus. Wewillkeep away, ifyouplease, and pass you under 
your Stern." 

This proposition was made so suddenly and so unexpectedly 
thatRaoul had not time to object; and had he been disposed to do 
so , the execution was too prompt to allow bim the means. The 
felucca feil broad off and came down almost in a direct line for the 
lugger's bows, before the wind and current , monng fast enough 
now to satisfy all Ithuel's scruples. 

''Call all hands to repel boarders!" cried Raoul, springing 
aft to the capstan and seizing bis own arms : '* Come up lively, 
mes enfans! — bere is treachery ! " 

These words were hardly uttered before Raoul was back on the 
heel of the bowsprit, and the most active of bis men — some five 
or six, at most — began to show themselves on deck. In that 
brief space the felucca had got within eighty yards^ when^ to the 
surprise of all in the luggcr^ she luffed into the wind again and 
drifited down,until it was apparent that she was foul of the lugger's 
cable, her stern swinging round directly on thelatter's starboard 
bow. At that instant , or just as the two vessels came in actual 
contact, and Raoul's men were thronging around bim to meet the 
expectedattacky thesoundsofoars, pulledforlifeordeath, were 
heardy and flames burst upward from the open batch of the 
coaster. Then a boat was dimly seen gliding away , in a line witb 
the bull, by the glowing light. 

"l/h briUotl—un brüht! — a fire-ship! "— exclaimed twenty 
Yoices together : the horror which mingled in the cries prociaiming 
the extent of a danger which is, perhaps, the most terrific that 
seamen can encounter. 

But the voiee of Raoul Tvard was not among them. The mo* 
ment bis eye caught the Grst glimpse of the flames, he disappeared 
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Arom the bowsprit. He might have been absent aboot twenty se- 
conds. Theo be was seen od the taffrail of the felacca, with a 
spare shank-painter, which had been lyingonthe forecastle*, on 
bis Shoulder. 

** Antoine ! — Fraocois ! — Gr^oire ! " — he called out , in a 
voice of thuoder , — *'foUow me ! — the rest clear away the cable, 
and bend a hawser to the better end ! " 

The people of Le Feu-Follet were trained to order and implicit 
obedience. Bythistime, too, the lieutenants were among them ; 
and the men set about doing as they had been directed. Raoul 
himselfpassed into the felucca followed by the three men he had 
selected by name. The adventurers had no difficulty, as yet, in 
escaping the flames ; though, bythistime, they were pouring up- 
ward from the hatch in a torrent. As Raoul suspected , bis cable 
had been grappied ; and, seizing a rope, he tightened it to a severe 
strain , securing the in~board part. Then he passed down to the 
cable himself , directing bis companions to band him the rope-end 
of the shank-painter, which he fastened to the cable by a jamming 
hitch. This took half a minute; in half a minute more he was on 
the felucca's forecastle again. Here the chain was easily passed 
through a hawsehole ; and a knot tied wlth a marlinespike passed 
through its centre. To pass the fire on the return was now a se- 
rions matter; but it was done without injury, Raoul driving bis 
companions before him. No sooner did bis foot reach the bows of 
Le Feu-FoUet again than he shouted — 

"Yeer away! — payout cable, men, if you would save our 
beautiful lugger from destruction." 

Nor was there a moment to spare. The lugger took the cable 
that was given her fast enough , under the pressure of the current 
and helped by the breeze; but atfirstthefire-vessel, alreadya 
Sheet of flame , her decks haviug been saturated with tar, seemed 
disposed to accompany her. To the delight of aU in the lugger, 
however, the stern of the felucca was presently seen to separate 
from their own bows : and a sheer having been given to Le Feu- 
Folletbymeansof the heim, in a few seconds even her bowsprit 
and jib had cleared the danger. The felucca rode stationary, while 
the lugger dropped astem, fathom after fathom, until she lay 
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more tban a hundred yards distant from the fiery mass. As a 
matter of course, while the cable was paid out, the portion to 
wbicb the lanyard, or rope part of tbe sbaDk-painter, was fasteoed, 
dropped into tbe water , while the felucca rode by the cbain. 

These events occupied less than five minutes ; and all bad been 
doDe witb a steadiness and proniptitude whicb seemed more like 
instinct than reason. Raours voice was not heard , except in tbe 
few Orders mentioned ; and when , by the glaring ligbt wbich illu- 
minated all in tbe Ingger and the adjacent water to some distance, 
nearlytotbe brightness ofnoon-day, he saw Gbita gaziog at the 
spectacle in awed admiration and terror ; he went to her, and spoke 
as if tbe wbole were merely a brilliant spectacle, devised for their 
amusement. 

** Our giraodola is second only to that of St. Peter*s /' he said, 
smiling. '''Twasa narrow escape, love; but, thanks to thy 
God ! — if thou wilt it sball be so — we have received no barm." 

' ' And you have been tbe agent of bis goodness, Raoul ; I bave 
witnessed all from this spot. The call to the men brought me on 
deck ; and, ob, bow I trembled as I saw you on the flaming mass !" 

'*It bas been cunningly planned on the part of Meineurs les 
Anglaü^ but it bas signally failed. That coaster bas a cargo of 
tar and naval stores on board; and capturing her this evening, they 
bave thought to extinguish our lantern by the brighter and fiercer 
flame of their own. But Le Feu-Follet will shine again when their 
fire is dead ! " 

**Is tbere , then , no danger that the briilot will yet come down 
upon US? she is fearfully near ! " 

''Not sufficiently so to do us barm; more especiallyas our sails 
are damp witb dew. Here she cannot come so long as our cable 
Stands; and as that is under water where she lies it cannot burn. 
In balf-an-bour tbere will be little of her left, and we will enjoy 
the bon-fire while it lasts." 

And, DOW that the fear of danger was past, it was a sight tmly 
to be enjoyed. Every anxious and curious face in the lugger was 
tobeseen, under that brilliant ligbt, tumed toward the {[^owing 
mass : as tbe sun-flower follows the great source of heat in bis 
trackatbwartthebeavens; while tbe spars, sails, guns, andevea 
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the smallest object on board the lagger, started out of the obsco- 
rity of nigbt into the brightness of such ao illumiDation, as if com- 
posiDg parts of some brilliant sceDic display. But so fierce a flame 
sooD exhaasted itself. Before loDg the felucca's masts feil, aod 
with them a pyramid of fire. Then the glowiug deck tumbled in ; 
and , flnally y timber after timber and plank after plank feil , unlil 
the conflagration in a great measure eitingaished itself in the water 
on which it floated. An hour after the flames appeared , little re- 
mained bat the embers which were glowing in the hold of the 
wreck. 

CHAPTER XII. 

A justice of the peace , for the Urne being , 

They bow to, but may turn him out next year: 

Tbey rcTerence their priest, but, disagreeing 

In price er creed, dismiss bim wilbout fear; 

Tbey have a natural talent for foreseeing 

And knowing all things; — and sbould Park appear 

From bis long tour in Africa to show 

Tbe Niger'« source, tbey 'd meet him wilb — We know. 

Halleck, 

Raoul was not mistaken as to the means eniployed by bis 
eneniies, and the manner in which they were obtained. The fri- 
gate had foand one of the feluccas loaded with naval stores , in- 
cluding some ten or fifteen barreis of tar; and it instantly Struck 
Griffin , who was barning to revenge the defeat of tbe morniug, 
(hat the prize might be converted into a fire-vessel. As the second 
lieutenant Yolnnteered to carry her in, always a desperate Service, 
Cuffe ga?e bis consent. Nothing could have been better managed 
than the whole duty connected with this exploit, including the 
manner in which our hero saved bis vessel from destruction. The 
frigate kept between her prize and the Ingger, to conceal tbe fact 
that a boat remained on board the former; and when all was 
ready, the felucca was apparentiy permitted tu proceed on her 
voyage. The other two prizes were allowed to go free also , as 
cloaks to the whole affiiir. Griflin, as has been seen , kept Stand- 
ing in for the land , bis object being to get up stream from the 
lo^er, and as near her as possible. When he fonnd himself 
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almost as far a-head as was desirable, drags were used to keep the 
craft stationary; and in this manner she drifted down on her in- 
tended victim^ as has been already described. Bot for the saga- 
city aod uneasiness of Ithnel, the plan wonld altogether bave 
escaped detection ; and bat for thecoolness, courage, and resonrces 
of Raoul it wonld infallibly have succeeded , notwithstanding the 
suspicions that had been excited. 

Cuffe, and the people on deck, watched the whole aflair with 
the decpest interest. They were barely able to see the sails of the 
felucca by means of a night-glass as she was dropping down on the 
Ingger; and Yelverton had just exclaimed that the two vessels were 
foul of each other when the flames broke out. ^s a matter of 
course , at that distance , both craft seemed on fire ; and when Le 
FeU'Follet had dropped a hundred yards nearer to the frigate, 
leaving the felucca blazing, the two were so exactly in a line as to 
bring them together as seen from the decks of the former. The 
English expected every moment to hear theexplosionof thelugger's 
magazine ; but as it did not happen they came to the conclusion 
that it had been drowned. As for Grifiin, he pulled in-shore both 
to avoid the Gre of LeFeu-Follet, in passing her broadside, and 
in the hope of intercepting Raoul while endeavouring to escape in 
a boat. He even went to a landing in the river quite a league from 
the anchorage, and waited there until long past midnight, when, 
flndiog the night beginniug to cloud over and the obscurity to in- 
crease, he returned to the frigate, giving the smouldering wreck 
a Wide berth for fear of accidents. 

Such, then, was the State of things when Captain Cuffe ap- 
peared on deck , just as the day began to dawn on the followiug 
moming. He had given Orders to be called at that hour, and was 
now all impatience to get a view of the sea , more particularly in- 
shore. At length the curtain began slowly to rise , and bis view 
extended farther and farther towards the river until all was visible, 
even to the very land. Not a craft of any sort was in sight. Even 
the wreck had disappeared; though this was subsequently dis« 
covered in the surf, having drifted out with the current until it 
Struck an eddy wliich carried it in again, when it was fiually 
«tranded. No vestigc of Le Feu-Follet, however, was to be seen. 
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Not even a tent on the shore , a wandering boat , a drifting spar, 
or a rag of a sail! All had disappeared, no doobt, in thecon- 
flagratioD. As Cuffe went below, be walked with a more ereet 
mien than be bad done sioce the affair of the previous morniDg; 
and as he opened bis vritiDg-desk , it was with the maDoer of oue 
entirely satisfied with himself aod bis own exertions. Still , a 
generous regret miogied with bis triumph. It was a great tbiog to 
have destroyed the most pernicioas privateer that sailed out of 
FraDce; and yet it was a melancboly fate to befall serenty or 
eighty human beings — to perish like so many curling cater- 
pillars, destroyed by fire. Nevertbeless, the thing was done; 
and it most be reported to the anthorities above bim. The follow- 
ing letter was consequently written to the commanding officer in 
that sea , viz : — 

'^ B. M. S. Proserpf ne , off the mouth of the Golo , 
'' Island ofCorsica, Jaly23, 1799. 

''My Lord — I have the satisfaction of reportlng, for the 
information of my Lords* Commissioners of the Admiralty , the 
destruction of the Republican privateer, the Le Few-Folly , com- 
manded by the notorious Raoul Yvard, on the night of the^^nd 
instant. The circumstanees attending this important success are 
as follows: — Understanding that the celebrated pfcaroon had 
been on the Neapolitan and Roman coasts doing much mischief , I 
took His Majesty's ship dose in, foUowing np the peninsula, 
with the land in sight, until we got through the canal of Elba, 
early on the morning of the ^Ist. On opening Porto Ferrajo bay, 
we saw a lugger lying at anchor off the town , with English colours 
flying. As this wasafriendly port, we could not suppose the 
craft to betheLeFew-Folly; but, determined tomakesure, we 
beat in, signalling the stranger, until be took advantage of our 
stretching well over to the eastward , to slip round the rocks, and 
get off to wind ward. We followed for a short distance , and then 
ran over under the lee of Capraya , where we remained until the 
morning of the ^2nd , when we again went off the town. We 
Sound the lugger in the offing; and being now well satisfied of her 
character, and it falling calm, I sent the boats after her, under 
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Messrs« Winchester and Griflin» the ßrst and second of tbis ship* 
After a sbarp skirmish , in vlilch we sustained some loss , thougb 
that of the Repnblicaos was evidently much greater, Monsieur 
Tvard sncceeded in effecting bis escape, in conseqaence of a 
breeze suddenly springing up. Sali was now made on the ship, 
and we cbased the lugger into the mouth of the Golo. Having 
fortunately eaptured a felucca with a quantity of tar and other 
combnstil>Ie materials on board , as we drew in with the land, 
I determined to malte a fire-ship of her, and to dcstroy the enemy 
by that mode; he having anchored within theshoals, beyond the 
reachofshot. Mr. Winchester, the first, having been wounded 
in the boat affair, I entrasted the execution of tbis duty to Mr. 
Griffin, who handsomcly volunteered, and by whom it was 
efTectually discharged about ten last evening in the coolest and 
most officer-Iilce manner. I enclose tbis gentleman's report of the 
aifair, and beg leave to recommend bim to the favour of my 
Lords' Com missioners. With Mr. Winchestcr's good condnct, 
under a sbarp fire, in the moming, the Service has also every 
reason to be satisGed. I hope tbis val nable officer will soon be 
able to return to duty. 

** Permit me to congratulate yon , my lord , on the complete 
destruction of this most pernicious cruiser of the enemy: so 
effectual has it been that nota spar or a fragment of wreck remains. 
We have reason to think every soul on board perished; and thougb 
this fearful loss of human life is to be deeply deplored , it has been 
made in the Service of good government and religion. The lugger 
was filled with loose women, our people hearing them singing 
their philosophical and irreligious songs as they approached with 
the fire-vessel. I shall search the coast for any rafts that may 
be drifting about, and tben proceed to Leghorn for fresh provi- 
sions. 

**I have the honour to be , my lord , 

**Toar lordship's most obedient servant, 

*'R|CHA.RD GUFFE.*' 

'*To Rear-Admlral the Right Hon. Lord Nelson, 
Duke of Bronte, &c. ftc. 4(c." 
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CufTe read th!s report over twice ; theo he sent for GrlUln , to 
whom he read it aloud , glancing his eye lueaningly at his subor- 
dinate vhen he came to the part vhere he spoke of theyouog man's 
good condoct. 

**So much for that d— d Jack o* Lantern , Griffio ! I fancy U 
will lead no one eise cn a wild-goose chase." 

*' I trust not , Sir. Will yoa allow me to saggest a sllght alter- 
ation in the speliing of the lagger's name, Captaio Cuffe? the 
Clerk can make it when he writes out the letter fairly.'' 

'*Ay, I dare say it ts dilTerent from vhat we would have it, 
French spelliog being no great matter in general. Put it as you 
please — though Nelson has as great a contempt for theirboasted 
philosophy and learning as I have myself. I fancy you wili find all 
the English speit right — how do you writo their confounded 
gibberish?" 

**Feu-Follet, Sir, pronouncing the last part ofitfol/a^, not 
ToMy. Iwasthiukingofaskingleave, Captain Cuffe, totakeone 
of the Cutters , and pull up to the Iugger*s anchorage , and see if 
anything can be found of her wreck. The ship will hardly get 
under-vay untü the westerly wind comes." 

** No , — probably not. I will order uiy gig manned and we '11 
go together. Poor Winchester must keep house awhile , so there 
is no use in asking bim. I saw no necessity for putting Nelson 
iuto a passion by saying anything about the exact amount of our 
loss in that boat scrape , Griilin." 

"I agree with you, Sir, that it is best as it is. *Some loss' 
Covers eyerything; it means * more or less.' " 

**That was just my uotion. I dare say there may have been 
twenty women in the lugger?" 

"I can't answer for the number, Sir; but I heard feniale 
singiog as we got uear in the Gre-ship , aod think it likely there 
may have been that number. The lugger was full-manned, for 
they were like bees swarming on her forecastle when we were 
dropping foul. I saw Raoul Tvard, by the light of the fire, as 
plainly as I now see you, and might have plcked bim off with a 
musket, but that would hardly have been honourable." 

To this Cuffe assented, and then he led tbe way od deck. 
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havlog previonsly ordercd the boats to be manned. Hie two 
officers proceeded to the spot wherc they supposed tbe Feu-FoUet 
had been aDchored , and roved round for nearly an hoar, endea- 
vouring to find some traces of her wreck on the bottom. Grifiin 
suggested that when the magazine was drowned , in the hurry and 
confusion of the moment, the cock may have been left open — a 
circamstance that roight very well have carried down the bottom of 
so small a vessel in two or three hours, more especially afler her 
hall had burnt to the water*s edge. The next thing was to find this 
bottom : by no mcans a hopeless task, as the waters of the Medi- 
terranean are usually so clear that the eye can penetrate several 
fathoms, even off the mouth of the Golo , a stream which brought 
more or less debrü from the mountains. It is scarcely necessary 
to say that the search was not rewarded with snccess , the Feu- 
Follet being just at that 4lme snug at anchor at Bastia , where her 
people had already taken out her wounded mainmast, with a view 
to Step a new one in its place. At that very moment Carlo Giunto- 
tardi, hisniece, and Raoul Yvard , were Walking up the principal 
Street of the town , the place Standing on a hill , like Porto Ferrajo, 
perfectly at their ease as regards fire-ships, English frigates , and 
the dangers of the seas. But all this was a profound mystery to 
Cuffe and bis companions , who had long been in the habit of 
putting the most favourable constructions on the results of their 
professional undertakings , and, certainly, notaltogetherwithout 
reason, and who nothing doubtcd that Le Feu-Follet had, to 
use their own language , ^* laid her bones somewhere along-shore 
hcre." 

After two or thrce hours passed in a fruitless search, Cuffe 
detcrmined to retum to bis ship. He was a keen sportsman, and 
had brought a fowling-picce with him in bis gig, with a half- 
formed design of landing and whiling away the time, untfl the 
westcrly wind came , among some marshes which he saw near 
the shore; but had been persuaded by GrifBn not to venture. 

^^There must be woodcock in that wet ground , Griffin , " said 
he, as he reluctantly yielded a little in bis intenfion; *'and Win- 
chester wonld fancy a bird exceedingly in a day or two. I never 
was hit in my life that I did not feel a desire for game, afler the 
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feTer was gone. Snfpe, too, must live on Ihe banks of that 
stream. Snipe are Coming in season dow , Grilfin!" 

** It 's more likely , Sir , tbat some of the privateerVmen have 
got ashore on planks, and empty casks, and are provling about 
in tbe weeds watching our boats. Three or fonr of them would be 
too much for yon, CaptainCuffe^ as tbe scoundrels all carry knives 
as long as sbips' cnüasses." 

*'I suppose yonr notion may be true ; and I shall bave to give it 
np. Pull back to ihe frigate^ I^avy, and we*il be off after some 
more of these French ragamuffins." 

This settled the matter. In balf-an-hoor tbe boats were 
svinging at tbe Proserpine's qaarters ; and three bours later tbe 
ship vas under her canvass^ Standing slowly off the land. Tbat 
day, boweTcr, the zephyr was exceedingiy llgbt , and tbe sun set 
JQSt as the ship got the small Island of Pianosaabeam; wben tbe 
air came from the nortbward , and the ship's head was laid in to 
the eastward ; the course lying between tbe land just mentioned 
and that of Elba. All night the Proserpine was slowly fanning her 
way along the south side of tbe latter Island ; wben , getting the 
sontherly air again in the morning , she re-appeared in the canal 
of Piombino as the day adyanced, precisely as she had done before 
wben first introduced to the acquaintance of the reader. Cuffe had 
given Orders to be called , as usual , wben the ligbt was about to 
retnm; it being a practica with bim, in tbat active and pregnant 
war , to be on deck at such moments , in order to ascertain with 
bis own eyes wbat the fortnnes of the night had brought within bis 
reacb. 

''Well, Mr. Grifiin^" saidhe, as soon as be had received the 
salutation of the officer of the watch» '*you bave had a still night 
of it. Yonder is the Point of Piombino, I see; and bere we have 
got Elba and this little rocky Island again on our larboard band« 
One day is surprisingly like another, about these times, for us 
mariners, in particular." 

«Do you really think so, Captain Cuffe? — Now, to my notion, 
this day hasn't had its equal on tbe Proserpine's log since we got 
hold of L'Epervier and her eonvoy. You forget, Sir, thatwe 
destroyed Le Feu-FoUet last night ! " 
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" Ay — Ihat is something — especially for you , Grifiin. Well, 
Nelson will hear of it by mail , as soon as we ean get into Leghorn ; 
which will be Immediately after I have had an opportanity of com- 
mnnicating with these people in Porto Ferrajo. After all that has 
passed , the least we can do is to let yonr veecby-govern-the-tories 
know of our snccess." 

''Sail ho ! " shouted the look-out on the foretopsail-yard. 

The two officers tnrned , and gazed around them in every di- 
rection, when the captain made the customary demand of '^Where- 
away?" 

^'Here, sir, close aboard of as^ on our larboard band , and 
on onr weather qnarter." 

**0n our weather quarter! D— n me if that can be true. 
Griffin. There is nothing but the Island there. The fellow cannot 
have mistaken this little Island for the bull of a ship ! " 

*'If hehas, Sir," answered Griffin^ langbing^ *Mt mustbe for 
a twenty-decker. That is Ben Brown aloft; and he Is as good a 
look-out as we have in the ship." 

''Do you See her^ SirT" demanded Ben Brown, looking over 
bis Shoulder, to put the question. 

'*Not a bit of her/' cried Cuffe. *'You must be dreaming, 
fellow. — What does she look like! " 

"There, this small Islands shuts her in froni the deck, Sir. 
She is a lugger; and looks as much llke the one we but-nt last 
night, Sir, asoneofourcat-beadsisliket'other." 

'*A lugger!" ezclaimed Cuffe. '< What, anotherof the black- 
guards ! By Jove ! I '11 go aloft and take a look for myself. It 's 
ten to one that I see her from the maintop." 

In three minutes more, Captain Cuffe was in tbe top in 
question; having passed through the lubber-hole, as every sen- 
sible man does, in a frigate, more especially when she Stands np 
for want of wind. That was an age in which promotion was rapid ; 
there being few grey-bearded lieutenants then in the English ma^ 
rine ; and even admirals were not wanting who had not cnt all their 
wisdom-teetb. Cuffe , consequently , was still a young man ; and 
it cost bim no great effort to get up bis ship's ratllns, in the manner 
named. Once in the top he had all bis eyes about him. For füll 
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a mlnute he stood motionless , gazing in Ihe direction vhich had 
been pointed oal by Ben Brown. All this Urne GriflSn stood on the 
quarter-deck , looking quite as iotently at bis superior as the latter 
gazed at the stränge saiL Then Cuffe deigned to cast a glance 
literally beneath him , in order toappeasethecnriosity which, he 
well understood, it was so natural for the ofDcer of the watch to 
feeh GriflSn did not dare to ask his captain what he saw; but he 
looked a Tolume of questions on the interesting subject. 

*' A sister corsair , by Jupiter Ammon ! " cried Cuffe ; ' * a twin 
sister, too; for they are as much alike as one cat-head is like 
another. More, byJove, iflamanyjudge." 

**What will you have us do, Captain Cuffe?" inquired the 
lieutenant. ''We are now going to leeward all the while. Idon't 
know, Sir, that there is positively a current here , but — " 

'* Yery well, Sir — \ery well — haul up on the larboard tack as 
soon as possible , and get the larboard batteries clear. We may 
have to cripple the chap in order to get hold of bim." 

As this was said, CuflTe descended through the samelubber- 
hole and soon appeared on deck. The ship now became a scene of 
activity and hüstle. All hands were called, and the guns were 
cleared away by some, while others braced the yards according to 
the new line of sailing. 

The reader would be greatly aided in nnderstanding what is to 
follow, could he perchance cast a look at a map of the coast of 
Italy. He will there see that the eastern slde of the Island of Elba, 
runs in a nearly north and south direction, Piombino lying off 
abont north-north-east from its northern extremity. Near this 
northern extremity lies the liltle rocky islet, so often mentioned, 
or the spot which Napoleon fifteen years later selected as the ad- 
vanced redoubt of bis insular empire. Of course , the Proserpine 
was on one side of this islet and the stränge lugger on the other. 
The first had got so far through the canal as to be able to haul close 
upon the wind on the larboard tack, and yet to clear the islet; 
while the last was just far enough to windward, or sufficiently to 
the southward , to be shut out from view from the frigate's decks 
by the intervening rocks. As the dislance from the islet to the 
Island did not much exceed a hundred or two yards , Captain Cufl« 
The Jach O'Lantem* |$ 
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hoped to enclose his chase between himself and tbe land , never 
dreaming that tbe stranger vould tbink of Standing tbrough so 
narrow and rocky a pass. He did not know his man , bowever, 
wbo was Raoul Yvard ; and vbo bad come tbis way from Bastia, 
in tbe bope of escaping any furtber collision witb bis formidable 
foe. He bad seen tbe frigate's lofty sails above tbe rock as soon 
asitwasligbt; aud, being under no ballncination ontbesubject 
of her existence, be knew ber at a glance. His first order was to 
bau! everytbing as flat as possible; and bis great desire was to get 
from nnder tbe lee of tbe niountains of Elba into tbis very pass^ 
tbroagb wbicb tbe wind drew witb more force tban it blew any- 
wbere near by. 

As tbe Proserpine was quite a leagne o£F, in tbe canal, Le Feu- 
Follet, wbicb saiied so macb tbe fastest in ligbt winds, bad 
abnndance of time to efifect ber object. Instead of avoiding tbe 
narrow pass between tbe two islands, Raoul glided boldly into it; 
and by keeping vigilant eyes on bis fore-yard to apprize bim of 
danger, be succeeded in making two stretcbes in tbe strait itself, 
Coming out to tbe soutbward , on tbe starboard tack , bandsoniely 
Clearing tbe end of tbe islet at tbe very instaut tbe frigate appeared 
on tbe otber side of tbe pass. Tbe lugger bad now an easy task of 
it; for sbe bad only to watcb ber euemy, and tack in season to 
keep tbe islet between tbem ; since tbe Englisb did not dare to 
carry so large a sbip tbrougb so narrow an opening. Tbis ad* 
vantage Raoul did not overlook; and Cuffe bad gone about twice, 
closing eacb time nearer and nearer to tbe islet, before be was 
satisfied tbat bis guns would be ofnoservice, untllbecould, at 
käst, weatber tbe intervening object; after wbicb tbey would most 
probably be useless in so ligbt a wind, by tbe distance between 
tbem and tbeir enemy. 

** Never mind, Mr. Griffin; let tbis scamp go," said tbe cap- 
tain, wben be made tbis material discovery; **it is pretty well to 
have cleared tbe seas of one of tbem. Besides, we do not know 
tbat tbis ü an eoemy at all. He sbowed no colours , and seems to 
have just come ont of Porto Ferrajo , a friendly baven." 

*'RaoiilTvarddid^Aiif, Sir, notonce, buttwice,*' muttered 
TelvertOD, wbo, from tbe drcamstance tbat be bad not been em* 
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plojed in the different attempts onLeFeu-FolIet, vasoneofthe 
lerj few dissentients in the sbip tonching her fate. *' These twins 
are exceedingly alike ; especially Pomp , as the American negro 
Said of his twin children." 

Tbis remark passed nnheeded ; for so deep was the delusion in 
the ship tonching the destruction of the privateer, that it would 
have been as hopeless an attempt to try to persuade her officers 
and people generallj that Le Fea-Follet was not bumed , as it 
would be to induce a '^great nation" to believe it hadanyofthe 
weaknesses and foibles that confessedly beset smaller communi- 
ties. The Proserpine was put about again; and, setting her 
ensign, she stood into the bay of Porto Ferrajo, anchoring quite 
near the place that Raoul had seiected for the same purpose on two 
previons occasions. The gig was Iowered, aod Cuffe, accom- 
panied by Griffin as an interpreter , landed , to pay the usual visit 
of ceremony to the authorities. 

The wind being so light, several honrs were necessary to ef- 
fect all these changes ; and , by the time the two officers were as- 
cending the terraced street, the day had advanced sufficiently to 
render the visit suitable as to time. Cuffe appearing in füll uni- 
form, with epaulettes andsword, his approach attracted notice ; 
and Yito Yiti had hurried off to apprise his friend of the honour he 
was about to receive. The vice-governor was not taken by sur- 
prise, therefore, but had some little time to prepare hisexcuses 
for being the dupe of a fraud as impudenl as that which Baoul 
Yvard had so successfully practised on him. The reception was 
dignißed , though courteous ; and it had none the less of ceremony 
from the circumstance that all which was said by the respectite 
colloquists had to be translated before it could be understood. 
Tbis circumstance rendered the few first minutes of the interview a 
little constrained ; but each party having something on his mind of 
which it was his desire to be relieved , natural feeling soon got the 
better offorms. 

**I ought to explain to you, Sir Cuffe, the manner in which a 
reeent event occarred in our bay, here," observed the vice-go- 
Temor; '*since, without such explanation, you might be apt to 
eoDsider os neglectfnl of our daties, and unworthy of the trost 
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which the Grand Duke reposes in ns. I allude , as yoa will at onea 
nnderstand, to the circnmstance that Le Feu>Follet has twiee been 
lying peaceably under the gnns of onr batteries , vhile her Com- 
mander and, indeed, some of her crew have been hospitably 
entertained on shore." 

** Such things mnst occar in times like these , Mr. Yeeehy- 
govematory; and we scamen set them down to the luck of war,*' 
Cuffe answered graciously, being mach too magnanimous undcr 
bis own success to thiuk of jodging others too harshiy. '* It might 
not be so easy to deceive a man-of-war*s-man , like myself ; but, 
I dare say, Veechy-Governatory, baditb .n anything relating to 
the administration of your little Island, here, even Monsieur 
Yvard would have found you too mach for bim?" 

The reader will perceive that CafTe bad got a new way of pro- 
noancing the appellation of the Elban functionary ; a circnmstance 
which was owing to the desire we all have, when addressing for- 
eigners, tospeakintheirlangaage, ratherthaninoarown. The 
worthy captain bad no more precise ideas of what a mce-governor 
means than the American people jnst now seem to possess of the 
signißcation of mce-president; bat, as he bad discovered that the 
Word was pronoanced ^*veechy" in Italian, he was qaite willing 
to give it its true sound; albeit, a smile straggled roand the 
mouth of Griffin , while he listened. 

*'You do me no more than justice, Signor KoolTe, or Sir 
Kooffe, as, I presume, I ought to address you," answered the 
functionary; **for, in matters touching our duties on shore here, 
we are by no means so ignorant as on matters touching your ho- 
nourable calling. Tbis Raoul Yvard presented himself to me in 
the character of a British officer , one I esteem and respect; having 
audaciously assumed the name of a family of high condition and of 
great power, Ibelieve, among your people —" 

"Ah — the baroner* exciaimed Cuffe; who, having dis- 
covered by bis intercourse witb the southern Italians that this word 
meant '*a rascal" aswelias *'abaron," wasfondofusingiton 
suitable occasions. ** Pray , Yeechy-Governatory , what name did 
|ie assume? — Ca'endisb, or Howard, or Seymour, or someof 
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Ibose great nobs, Griffin, I II engage! I wonder that he spared 
Nelsoo ! " 

"No, Signore^ he tookthefamilyappellationofanotherillus- 
trious race. The republican corsair presented himself before me 
as a Sir Smees — the son of a certain Milordö Smees." 

*'Smees — Smees — Smees! — I 've no recollection of aoy 
such name io the peerage. It can't be Seymour that the Yeechy 
mcans! — That is a great Dame, certainly; and some of them 
have been in the service ; it is possible this barooe may have had 
the impudence to hail for a Seymour!" 

*'I rather think not, Captain Cuffe. * Smees' is very much as 
an Italian would pronounce 'Smith/ as, youknow, theFrench 
call it *Smeet.' It will turn out that thIs Mr. Raoul has selzed 
upOD the first English name he feil in with, as a man overboard 
clutches at a spar adrift, or a life*buoy ; and that happened to be 
•Smith.'" 

'* Who the devil ever heard of my lord Smith! A pretty sort of 
aristocracy we should have. Griffin, if it were made up of such 
fellows!" 

'*Why, Sir, the name can make no great difference; the 
deeds and the antiquity forming the essentials." 

" And he assumed a title , too — Sir Smees ! I dare say he 
was ready to swear His Hajesty made bim a Knight Banneret, 
under the royal ensign, and on the deck of his ownship, aswas 
done with some of the oldadmirals. The veechy, however, has 
forgotten a part of the story as it must have been Sir John^ or Sir 
JAonti» Smees, atleast." 

'*No, Sir; that is the way with the French and the Italians, 
who do not understand our manner of using Christian names with 
titles; as in our Sir Edwards, and Lord Harrys, and Lady 
Bettys." 

** Blast the French! I can believe anything olthem; thoughl 
should have thought that these Italians knew better. However, 
it may be well to give the veechy a hint of what we have been 
saying, or it may seem rnde — and, hearkee. Griffin, whileyoa 
are about it, rub bim down a little touching books and that sort of 
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thing; for the snrgeon felis me he bas heard of him , in Leghorn, 
as a regolar leaf-cutter." 

The lieutenant did as ordered, throwiog in an allusion to 
Andrea's repataüon for leaming, which, nnder the circnmstan- 
ces , was not iil-timed ; and which , as it was well-enongh ex- 
pressed» was exceedingly grateful to hislistenerjustatthatawk- 
ward momeot. 

''Hy Claims to literature are but small, Signore/' answered 
Andrea, with humilily, ** as I heg you will ioform Sir Kooffe ; bnt 
they were snfficient to detect certain assumptions of this corsair ; a 
circumstance that came very near bringing about an exposure at a 
most critical moment. He had the audacity, SIgnore, to wish to 
persuade me that there was a certain EngHsh orator of the same 
name and of eqnai merit of bim of Roma and Pompeü — one Sir 
Cicero ! " 

*' The barone ! " again exciaimed Cuffe , when this new offence 
of RaouFs was explained to him. "I believe the rascal was up to 
anytblng. But there is an end of him now , with all bis Sir Smees 
and Sir Ciceroes into the bargain. Just let the veecby into the 
secret of the fellow's fate, Griifin." 

GrifiSn then related to the Yice-govemor the manner in which it 
was supposed that LeFeu-Follet, RaoulTyard, and all hisasso- 
ciates had been consumed , like caterpillars on a tree. Andrea 
Barrofaldi listened with a proper degree of horror expressed in bis 
countenance ; but Tito Yiti heard the tale with signs of incredulity 
which he did not care to conceal. Nevertheless , Griffin per- 
seyered until he had e?en gi?en an acconnt of the manner in which 
he and Cuffe examined the lugger's anchorage in the bootless at- 
tempt to discover the wreck. 

To all this the two functionaries listened with profound atten- 
tion. After looking at eaeh other several times and exchanging 
significant gestures , Andrea assumed the offlce of explaining. 

** There is 8ome extraordinary mistake in this, Signor 
Tenente," said he; *'for Raoul Yyard still liYes. He passed 
this promontory just as day dawned, in his lugger, this very 
morning!" 

"Ay, he bas got that notion from having seen the fellow we 
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feil in with off the harbonr here," answered Cuffe vhen this 
$peech was translated to him; **and I doa'twoDderatit, forthe 
two vessels were surprisiogly alike. Bat the barone ve saw 
buraed with our owD eyes , Griffin, can Dever float agaio. Isay 
barone ; for in my opinion the Few-Folly was just as much of a 
rascal as her Commander and all who sailed in her.*' 

Griffin explained this , bat it met with no favoar from the two 
Ilalians. 

**Not so, Signor Tenente — not so/' retnrned the vice-go- 
vernor; *'the lagger that passed this morning we know tobeLe 
Fea-FoUet, inasmach as she took one of oar own feluccas , in the 
course of the night, Coming from Livorno, and Raoal Yvard per- 
mitted her to come in, as he said to her padrone, on account of 
the civil treatment he had received while lying in oar port. Nay, 
he even carried bis presamption so far as to send me , by means of 
the same man , the compliments of ' Sir Smees ,' and bis hopes of 
being able some day to make bis acknowledgments in person." 

The English captain received this intelligence as might be ex- 
pected ; and unpleasant as it was , after pntting varioas qaestions 
to the vice-govemor and receiving the answers, he was obliged un- 
willingly enough to believe itall. He had broaght bis official report 
in bis pocket, and^ as the conversation proceeded, becovertly 
tore it into fragments so small , that even a Mahommedan wonld 
reject them as not large enoagh to write the word **Allah'' on. 

*'It 's d — d lacky. Griffin, that letter didn't get to Leghorn 
this morning," said be , after a long paase. *' Nelson would have 
Bront6*d me famoasly had he got it! Yet I never believed half so 
devoutly in the twenty-nine articles as — " 

**I believe there are thii^ty-mne of them, Captain Cnffe," 
modestly put in Griffin. 

** Well , thirty-nine , if you will — what signifies ten more or 
less in such matters? Ä. man is ordered to believe them ally if 
there were a handred. Bat I never believed in them so devontly 
as I believed in the destruction of that infernal picaroon. My faith 
is nnsettled for life ! " 

Griffin offered a few words of condolence, bat be was also too 
mach mortified to be very able to administer consolation. Andrea 
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Barrofaldi, nnderstandlDg the State of the ease» dow interposed' 
with bis Gourtesies, and the two oflScerswere inTited to share bis 
bachelor's breakfast. Wbat foUowed in conseqaence of this visit, 
and the commnnications to which it ga?e rise, will appear in the 
conrse of the narratife. 



GHAPTER XIIL 

ir erer you have looked on better days, 

If erer been where bells have knoUed to cburch* 

If erer sat at any good man's feast; 

If eter from your eyelids wiped a tear , 

And know whai H ia to pity, and be pitied, 

Let gentleness my streng enforeement be. 

SHAKSrBARB. 

1t is now necessary to advance the Üme, and to transfer the 
scene of our tale to another, bnt not a distant, part of the aame 
sea. Let the reader fancy bimself Standing at the mouth of a large 
bay, of some sixteen or eighteen milesin diameterin nearlyevery 
direction; though the shores mnst be indented vith advancing 
promontories and receding cnrvatnres, while the depth of the 
whole might possibly a little exceed the greatest width. He will 
then occupy the spot at which we vish to present to bim one of the 
fairest panoramas of eartb. On his right Stands a bigh^ rocky 
Island, ofdarktnfa, rendered gay, amid all its magniflcent for- 
mations , by smiling vineyards and teeming villages , and interest- 
ing by rulns which commemorate events as remote as the Casars. 
A narrow passage of the blne Mediterraneao separates this Island 
from a bold eape on the main, whence foUows a succession of 
picturesque^ village-clad belghts and Valleys , relieved by scenery 
equally bold and soft, and adorned by the monkish habitations 
calied, in the language of the country, Camaldolis, untll we 
reach a small dty which Stands on a piain which rises above tbe 
water between one and two bundred feet, on a base of tnfa^ and 
the houses of which extend to the very verge of the dizzy cliffs 
which limit its extent on the north. The piain itself is like a bive» 
with its dwellings and scenes of life, while the heights behind it 
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teem vilh cottages and tiie signs of human laboar. Qaitting thüi 
smiling part of the coast, we reach a poiot, always following the 
circnit of the bay^ where the hüls or heights tower into ragged 
mountains which Stretch their pointed peaks upwards to some siz 
or seven thoasand feet towards the cloads, having sides now wild 
with precipices and ravines, now picturesqne with shooting- 
towers, hamlets, monasteries and bridle-paths ; and bases dotted, 
or rather lined , with towns and villages. Here the monntain- 
formation qnits the margin of the bay , following the coast sooth- 
ward, or running into the interiorofthecountry; andtheshore, 
sweeping round to the north and west, offers a glimpse intoa 
back-groundofbroad piain, ere it meets a high , insulated, coni* 
cal mountain , which properly forms the head of the coast inden- 
tation. The human eye never beheld a more afflnent scene of 
houses, eitles, villages, vineyards, and couotry residences, 
than was presented by the broad breast ofthis isolated mountain; 
passing which, a wider view is obtained of the rieh piain that 
seems to lie behind it, bounded as it is by a wall of a distant and 
mysterious-looking, yetbold, ränge of the Apennines. Return- 
ing to the shore, which now begins to incline more westwardly, 
we come to another swell of tufa , which has all the characteristic 
fertility and abruptness ofthat peculiar formation , avastandpo- 
pulous town of nearly half a mtllion of souls belog seated, in 
nearly equal parts , on the limits of the piain and along the margin 
of the water, or on the hill-sides, climbing to their snmmits. 
From this point , the oorthern side of the bay is a confused mass of 
villages, villas, ruins, palaces and vines, until we reach its ex- 
tremity — a low promontory, like its opposite neighbour. A 
small Island comes next , a sort of natural sentinel ; then the coast 
sweeps northward into another and a smaller bay^ rieh to satiety 
with relics of the past, termlnating at a point some miles farther 
seaward , with a high , reddish , sandy bluff which almost Claims 
to be a mountain. After this we see two more Islands lying west- 
ward; oneof which isflat, fertile and more populous, asissaid, 
than any other part ofEuropeofthesameextent; while the other 
is a glorlous combination of pointed mountains , thronged towns, 
fertile Valleys, Castles | country-houses , and the wrecks of long«* 
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dormant volcanoes, throvn together ia a grand yet wtoDing coo-> 
Aision« If the reader will add to this descriptioo a shore vhich 
has scarce a foot that is not interesÜDg on account of some lore of 
the past, extending from yesterdaj into the darkest recesses of 
history, give life to the water-view with a fleet of little latine- 
rigged craft, rendered more picturesque by an occasional ship, 
dot the bay with conntless boats of fishermen, and send up a 
vreatb of smoke from the sammit of the cone-like moantain that 
forms the head of the bay , he will get an outline of all that strikes 
the eye as the stranger approaches Naples from the sea. 

The zephyr was again blowlog, and the daily fleet of sparana- 
ras, or undecked feluccas, wbich passes every morning, at this 
season , from the south shore to the capital , and retums at this 
hour, was stretcbing out from under Yesuvius ; some looking up 
as high as Massa ; others heading towards Sorrento, or Yico, or 
Persano , and many keeping more before the wind towards Castei 
a Mare, or the landings in that neighbourhood. The breeze was 
becoming so fresh that the fishermen were beginning to pull in 
towards the land, breaking up their iines which , in some places, 
hodextendednearlyaleague, and this, too, with the boats lying 
within speaking distance of each other. The head of the bay, 
indeed , was alive with craft, moving in different directions , while 
alarge fleet ofEnglish, Russians, Neapolitans, andTurks, com- 
posed of two-deckers , frigates and sloops , lay at their anchors, 
in front of the town. On board of one of the largest of the former 
was flying the flag of a rear-admiral at the mizzen, the symbol of 
the commander*s rank. A conrette alone was under-way. She 
had left theanchorage an hour before, and, with studding-sails 
on her starboard side , was stretcbing diagonally across the glo- 
riousbay, apparently heading towards the passage between Caprl 
and the Point of Campanella , bound to Sicily. This ship might 
easily have weathered the Island; but her Commander, an easy 
sort of person , chose to make a fair wind of it from the Start, and 
he thought, by hugging the coast, he mIght possibly benefit by 
the land-breeze daring the night, trusting to the lephyr then 
blowing to carry him across the Golf of Salemo. A frigate, too, 
shot out of the fleet, under her staysails» as sood as the westerly 
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wind made; but she had dropped an anchor under-foot, and 
Beemed to wait some preparation, or Orders, before taking ber 
departnre; ber captain being at that moment on board tbe flag- 
ship, on duty witb the rear-admiral. This was tbe Proserpine, 
ihirty-six, Captain Cuffe, a vessel and an oificer tbat are älready 
botb acqaaintances of the reader. About an honr before the pre- 
sent scene opens^ Captain Cnffe in fact had been called on board 
the Foudroyant by signal , where he had fonnd a small , sallow- 
looking» siightly-builtman, with bis rigbt armwanting, pacing 
the deck of the fore-cabin, impatient for bis appearance. 

**Well, Cuffe," Said this nninviting-looking personage, 
twitcbing the stump of the malmed arm , ** I see you are out of the 
flock ; are you all ready for sailiog? " 

** We have one boat ashore , after letters , mylord; assoonas 
she comes off we shall lift our anchor , which is only under-foot/' 

**yery well : I have sent the Ringdove to the southward on the 
same errand , and I see she is half-a-Ieague from the anchorage on 
her way already. This Mr. Griffin appears to be a fine yonng man 

— I like bis acconnt of the way he handled bis fire-ship ; though 
the French sconndrel did contrive to escape ! After all, this Rowl 
E-— E—how do you pronounce the feIlow*s name, Cuffe? — I 
never can make anything out of their gibberish." 

'* Why , to own the truth , Sir Horatio — I heg pardon •— mj 
lord — there is somelhing in the English grain of my feelings which 
would prevent my ever leaming French had I been born and 
brought up in Paris. There is too much Saxon in me to swallow 
words which half the time have no meaning." 

**I like you all the better for that, Cuffe/' answered the 
admiral, smiling, a cbange that converted a countenance almost 
ugly when in a State of rest, into one which was almost handsome 

— a peculiarity by no means of rare occurrence when a streng will 
gives the expression to the featnres , and the heart at bottom is 
really sound. "An Englishman has no business with any Gallic 
tendencies* This young Mr. Griffin seems to have spirit ; and I 
look upon it always as a good sign , when a young man volunteers 
for a desperate thing of this sort — but, he teils me, that heis 
only second ; where was your first au the while?" 
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*' Why , my lord , he got a little hurt in the brush of the mord- 
log; and I would not let htm go, as a matter of coune. Uis 
Dameis Winchester; I think you mnst rememberhim, as junior 
of the Captain, at the affair of St. Tincent. Miller* had a good 
opinion of him; and, when I went from the Arrow to the Pro- 
serpine, he got him sent as my second. The death of poor Drury 
madehimfirst, in the natural way." 

''I haYe some recoUection of him , Cuffe. That was a brilliant 
day , and all its events should be impressed on my mind. You 
teil me that Mr. GrifBn fairly grappled the lugger's cable?" 

** Of that there can be no manner of doubt. I saw the two 
vessels foul of each other with my night-glass — and seemingly 
both were on Gre — as plainly as I ever saw Yesuyius in a dark 
night." 

'* And yet this Few-Folly has escaped ! — Poor GrifBn has run 
a desperate risk for little purpose." 

**Hehas, indeed, mylord." 

Here Nelson , who had been pacing the cabin with quick Steps, 
while Cuffe stood , respectfully declining the gesture to be seated 
at the table in its centre, suddenly stopped, and looked the captain 
steadily in the face. The expression of bis countenance was now 
mild and eamest , and the pause which preceded bis words gave 
the latter solemnity and weight. 

" The day will come, Cuffe ," said he , * ' when this young man 
will rejoice that bis design on these picaroons , Frenchmen as they 
are, failed. Yes, from the bottom of bis heart will he be glad." 

**Mylord!" 

*'Iknow you think this stränge, Captain Cuffe; but no man 
sieeps the sounder for having burnt or blown up a hundred of bis 
fellow-creatures , like so many widows at a suttee. — But we are 



* Balpb Willet Miller, the officer who commanded the sbip to which 
Nelfon shifted bis pennaot at the battle of Cape St. Vincent. Ibis gen- 
tleman waa an American, and a native Manhattanese ; bis near relatives, 
of the same name, itiil residiog in New York. It is belief ed that he gel 
the name of ff^ilUt from tbe first Englisb mayor; a gentleman from 
wbom are descended many of the cid familles of the lower part of tbe 
State; more particulaily tbose on Long-Island. 
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not the less to commeod those who did what was certainly their 
daly." 

**Ain I to understand, Lord Nelson, that the Proserpioe is 
not to destroy the Few-Folly at every bazard, should we again have 
the luck to fall in with her ? " 

'*By no meaus, Sir. Oor Orders are to bam, sink, and 
destroy. Such is Englaod's policy in this desperate war, andit 
must be carried out. You know what we are contending for as well 
as I do; and it is a struggle not to be carried on with courtesies ; 
still, one would not wish to see a glorious and sacred cause 
tarnished by inhumanity. Men who fall in fair, manly combat, 
are to be envied rather than pitied , since it is only paying the great 
debt of nature a little sooner than might otherwise have happened ; 
but there is somethiog revolting to humanity in burniog up our 
fellow-creatures as one would burn rogs after the plague. Never- 
theless , this lugger must be had at any price ; for English com- 
merce and English power are not to be cut up and braved in this 
audacious manner with impunity« The career of these French 
tigers must be stopped at every sacrifice, Caplain Cuffe." 

**I know that, mylord; and I like a republican as little as yoa 
can do, or bis Majesty himself, for that matter; and, I take it, 
he has as little relish for the animal as flesh and blood can give«" 

**I know you do, Cuffe — I'm^t^eyoudo; and I esteem you 
all the more for it. It is a part of an Englishman's religion in times 
like these to hate a Frenchman. I went across the Channel after 
the peace of '83, to learn their language; but had so little sym- 
pathy with them , even in peaceable times , as never to be able to 
write a letter in it, or even to ask intelligibly for the necessaries 
oflife." 

**If you can ask for anything Ufar surpasses my efforts; I 
never ean teil head from stern in their dialect." 

*'Itis an infernal Jargon, Cuffe, and has become so confused 
by their academies, and false philosophy, and iufidelity, that 
they will shortly be at a loss to understand it themselves. What 
sort of names they give their ships , for instance , now they have 
beheaded their king and denounced their God ! — Who ever heard 
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of cbristeniDg a craft, as you teil me this lugger is named, the 
' Few-Folly?' — I believe I 've got the picaroon's title right?" 

**Quite rigbt — GriBLnpronounces it so, though he has got to 
be a little queerish in bis own English , by asing so much French 
and Italiao. The young mau's father was a consal; aod he bas 
balf-a-dozeo foreign lingoes stowed away in bis brain. He pro^ 
Dounces Folly sometbing broadisb — like Follay , I believe — but 
it means all the same thlDg. Folly is folly proooance it as 
you will." 

Nelson continned to pace bis cabin, working the stump of bis 
arm, and smiling balf-bitterly, half in a sort of irony which in- 
clinod bim to be in a good-humour with bimself. 

«Doyouremembertbeship, Cuffe, we had tbat sharp brush 
with off Tonion y in old Agamemnon?" said be, after making a 
tnrn or two in silence. '*I mean the dismasted eighty-four, 
whicb was in tow of the frigate, and which we peppered uotil thcir 
Gallic soup had some taste to it! Now do you happen to know 
her real name in good honest English?" 

<« I do not , my lord. I remember they said she was called the 
Qsl Ira, and I always supposed tbat it was the name of some old 
Greek or Roman — or, perbaps, of one of their new-fangled 
republican saints." 

**Th€y! — D—n 'em, they 've got no saints to name, my 
good fellow, since they cashiered all the old onesi There tr 
sometbing respectable in the names of a Spantsh fleet, and one 
feels that be is flogging gentlemen at least, while be is at work on 
them. No, Sir, Qa Ira means neitber more nor less than 'Tbat '11 
Do ; ' and I fancy , Cuffe , they thought of their own name more 
than once , while the old Greek was hangiug on their quarter, 
smasbing their cabin-windows for them I A pretty sound it would 
have been , had we got her and put her into our own Service — 
His Majesty's Sbip * That '11 Do,' 84, Captain Cuffe 1 " 

"I certainly should have petitioned my Lords' Commissloner« 
to cbange her name." 

** Ton would have done quite rigbt. A man might as well sal\ 
in a man-of-war called the * Enough ! ' Then there was the three* 
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decker that helped ber ont of the scrape , the Saosculottes , as 
the French call her; I suppose jou koow what that means?" 

**Not I, my lord; to own the tnith, I 'm no scholar, and 
am entirely without ambition in (hat way. 'Sans' I suppose is 
the French for *saint; ' but who 'Culottes' was I 've not the least 
uotion." 

Nelson smiled , and the turn the conversation had taken ap- 
peared to give him secret satisfaction. If the truth were known, 
soniething lay heavily on bis mind; and with one of his strong 
Impulses , his feelings disposed bim to rush from one extreme to 
the other, as is often the case with men who are controlled by such 
masters; more especially if their general disposition is to the right. 

**You 're wrong this time, niy dear Cuffe," said he; *^for 
'sans' means * without' in French, and ' culottes ' means 'bree- 
ches.' Think of naming a three-decker the ' Wilhout Breeches ! ' 
I do not see how any respec table flag*officer can mention such 
namcs in his despatches without a feeling of awkwardness which 
must come near to capsizing all his philosophy. The line was 
formed by the Repubiic's ship, the *That 'ii Do' leading, sup- 
portedbythe ' Without Breeches ' ashersecond astern! — Ha! 
Cuffe — D— e, Sir, ifl 'dserve in a marine which had such names 
to the shipsl It 's a thousand times worse than all those saints the 
Spaniards tack on to their vessels, like a line of boats towing a 
ship up to her moorings ! " 

Here the conversation was interrupted by theappearanceofa 
midshipman, who came down to say that a man and a woman 
from the shure wished to see the rear-admiral on pressing 
business. 

**Let them come down, Sir," answered Nelson. •'I've a 
hard life of it, CufTe; there is not a washer-woman or a shop- 
keeper in Naples who does not treat me exactly as if I were a po- 
destä, and it were my duty to hear all the contentions aboutiost 
clothes and mislaid goods. Ifis Majesty must appoint a Lord 
Chief Justice of the Steeragc to admiuister the law, for the beneGt 
of the young gentlemen , or he 11 soon get no officer to serve with a 
llag at bis mast-head.' 
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' *'SureIy, my lord, the captains can (ake this weight off your 
Shoulders ! " 

**Ay, there are men io the flect that can, and there are men 
vho do; but there are men who do 7ioU But here comes the 
plaintiff, I suppose; you shall bear the case , aod act as a puisne 
judge in the matter." 

This was said as the cabin-door opened, and the expected 
guests entered. They were a man tumed of (ifty, and a girl of 
nineteen. The former was a person of piain exterior, abstracted 
air^ and dowucast look; but the latter had all the expression, 
beauty, nature, and grace of mieu , which so singularly markfd 
the deportment and countenance of Ghita Caraccioli. In a word, 
the two visitors were Carlo Giuntotardi and bis gentle niece. Nel- 
son was Struck with the modesty of mien and loveliness of the lat- 
ter, and he courtcously invited her to be seated, though he and 
CufTe both continued Standing. A few efforts at making himself 
understood, however, soon satisGed this renowned admiral that he 
had need of an Interpreter, bis guests speaking no English , and 
bis own Italian being too imperfect to carry on anything like a con- 
nected conversation. He hesitated an instant, and then went to 
the door of the inner cabin , an apartment in which voices had oc- 
casionally been heard the whole time, one of the Speakers being 
evidently a female. Here he stood , leaning against the bulkhead, 
as if in doubt; and then he uttered bis wishcs. 

**I must ask a Service of you , which I would not think of doing 
in any ordinary case," said he, with a gentleness of yoice and 
manner which showed that he addressed one who had habitual in- 
fluence over bim. *M waut an Interpreter between myself and the 
second handsomest woman in the kingdom of Naples; and I know 
no one so Gt for the office as the first." 

**With all my heart, dear Nelson," answered a füll, rieh, 
female yoice from within. *'Sir William is busied with his an- 
tiquities ; and I was really becomiug ennmffd for want of an oc- 
cupatioD. I suppose you have the wrougs of some injured lady to 
redress, in your capacity of Lord High Chancellor of the fleet." 

** I am yet Ignorant of the nature of the complaint ; but it is not 
unlikely it will turn out to be sometbing like that which you sih* 
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6pect. Even in such a ease , no better intercessor can be required 
than one who is so mnch superior to tbe frailties and weaknesses of 
her sex in general." 

The lady who now made her appearance from the inner cabin, 
though strikingly handsome , had not that in her appearance which 
iRTOold jastify the implied enlogium of the British admiral's last 
speech. There was an appearance of art and worldliness in the 
expression of her conntenance, only so much the more striking 
when placed in obvions contrast to the ingenious nature and calm 
pnrity which shone in every lineament of the face of Ghita. One 
might Tery well have passed for an Image of the goddess Circo; 
while the other would have made no bad model for a vestal, could 
the latter have bome the moral Impression of the sublime and 
heart^searching tmths which are inculcated by the real oracles of 
God. Then the lady was a woman in the meridian of her charms, 
aided by all the cunning of the teilet, and a taste that was piquant 
and peculiar, if not pnre; while the other stood in her simple, 
dark, Neapolitan boddice, and a head with no other Ornament 
than its own Silken tresses ; a style of dress, however, which set 
off her fanltless form and winning countenance more than could 
have been done by any of the devices of the mantua-maker or the 
milliner. The lady betrayed a little surprise and perhaps a shade 
of uneasiness, as her glance first feil on Ghita; but much too good 
anactresstobedisconcertedeasily, shesmiled, and immedlately 
recovered her ease. 

**I8 this the being, Nelson , who comes with such a petition?" 
she demanded , with a touch of natural, womanly sensibility in her 
voice; <* and that poorold man, Idare say, is the heart-stricken 
father." , 

'*As to tbe errand, you will remember, I know nothing, as 
yet; and pledge myself to nothing." 

'*Captain Cuffe, I hope I have the pleasure to see you weih — 
Sir William joins the admiral in hoping you will make one of our 
little family party to>day at dinner, and >-" 

"And what says the mistress — not of the house, bot of the 
thipT*' put in Nelson, whose eyes had scarcely turned an instant 
from the face of the siren , since she entered the fore-cabin, 

Tf»e Jack 'LanUrn, 1 3 
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* * That sbe — always disciaiming the title, hononrable though !t 
be — that she unites with all the rest in inviting Captain CnfTe to 
hoDOur US with bis Company. Nelson teils me you were one of bis 
oldAgamemnons» as be calls you all , aged and young, men and 
boys, little and big ; and I love even the sound of the name. Wbat 
a glorious title for a ship — Agamemnon ! — A Greek , led on by 
a true English beart ! " 

**Ay, itifsomewbat better than 'Tbat'llDo,' and the other 
afifair, ha! Cuffe!" returaed theadmiral, smiling, andglanciog 
at bis subordinate — ** But all this time we are Ignorant of the er- 
rand of this honest-looking Italian , and bis exceedingly innocent- 
looking companion." 

'*Well, then, in this matter, gentiemen, I am only to be re- 
garded as a mere mouth-piece," put in the lady; — **an ecbo to 
repeat wbat reaches my ear, though it be an Irisb ecbo, which 
repeats in a different tongue from that in which the sounds first 
reach it. Put your questions, my lord; they sball be faithfully 
rendered , with all the answers that may be gi?en. I oniy hope 
Captain CuiTe will come out of this affair as inoocent as be now 
looks." 

The two gentlemen smiied ; but the triQing could not disturb 
its subject, as be was profoundly Ignorant of the existence of the 
two strangers five minutes before; while the boldness of the al- 
lusions rather suited the freedom of a ship, and the babits of the 
furt of the world in which they bappened to be. 

** We will first inquire the name of this worthy man , if you will 
condcscend to ask it," observed Nelson to his fair friend. 

** Carlo Giuntotardi , noble lady, once a poor scholar in Napoli 
hcre , and now a keeper of the prince's watch-towers on the heights 
of Argentaro," was the quiet but respectfui answer of the man, 
who, like bis niece , bad declined taking a seat, — a circumstance 
which left the whole party Standing, — ** Carlo Giuntotardi, il- 
lustrious lady." 

*' A yery good name , Signore , and one of which you have no 
need to be ashamed. — And thine?" tnrning to the gtrl. 

'* Gbita Caraccioli, cccellenza, — the sister*s daughter of th!s 
honest tower-keeper of the prince/ 
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Rftd a bomb exploded oi'er tbe Foudroyant y Nelson , eertainly, 
would not have been so mucb startied; while tbe ladj's beauüfül 
face assomed a look of dark resentineDt , not unmhigled with fear. 
Even Cnfle nnderstood enongb of tbe sonnds to catch tbe name, 
and he advanced a step, with livelj curiosity and an anxions con- 
cern expressed on his ruddy face. Bnt these emotions soon sub- 
sided : the lady first regaining her self-possesslon , thongh Nelson 
paccd the cabin fiye or six times , working the stump of his arm, 
bcfore he eren looked up agaio. 

*'I was abont to ask if tbcro never is to be an end of these an- 
noyances/* observed the lady, in English; **bnt there must be 
some mistake in this. The house of Caraccioli is one of the most 
illustrious of Italy , and can scarcely have any of this class who feel 
an interest in bim of whom we are thinking. I will , thcrefore, in- 
quire further into this matter. Signorina ," changing the language 
to Italian, and speaking with severity, like one who qnestioned 
what she heard, '* Caraccioli is a noble name, and is not often 
borne by the daughter of any prince's towcr-kecpcr." 

Ghita trembled and looked abashed; but she was sustained by 
too high a principle, and was too innocent berself , to stand long 
rebuked in the presence of gnilt; and, as tbe flush» wblch re- 
resembled that which so often passes over her natiTe skies at even, 
leftberconntenance, she raised her eyes to the dark-looking Dice 
of the lady , and gave her answer. 

**I know what yonr eccellenza means," she sald, *^and feel 
its justice : stiU , it is cmel to the cbild not to bear the name of her 
parent. My father was called Caraccioli , and he left me his name 
as my sole inheritance. What may have been his right to it let my 
uncle say.** 

** Speak, then , Signor Giuntotardl : first, give us the bistory 
of this nam» , — then teil us what has brought you here.*' 

''Noble lady, my sister, as pions and innocent a woman as 
cver lived in Italy^ and now blast in heaven ! married Don Fran- 
cesco Caraccioli, the son of Don Francesco, of that iUustrious 
family, who now Stands condemned to death for haTbig led the 
fleet against the king, — and Ghita , here , is the only fruit of the 
Union« It is tme that the Church did not authorize the connexion 
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whfch brought my nfece's father into beiDg; but tbe noble admira] 
neyer besitated to acknowledge bis son, and be gave bim bis name, 
until love bound him in wcdlock witb a poor scbolar's sistcr« 
Tben, fndeed, bis fatber turaed bis face from bim; and death 
soon removed botb busband and wife from tbe reach of all eartbly 
displeasore. Tliis is our simple story, noble and illustrions 
Signora, and thereasonvhy my poor niece, bere, bearsaname 
as great as tbat of Caraccioli." 

''Yonmeanusto undcrstand, Signor Giuntotardi, tbat your 
niece is tbe grand-daugbter of Don Francesco Caraccioü tbrougb a 
natural son ofthat nnfortunate admiral?" 

** Sucb is tbe fact, Signora. As my sistcr \yas boncstly mar- 
ried , I could do no less than bring np ber daughter to bear a name 
whicb ber father was permitted to bear before her." 

*'Sacb things are common, and requirc no apology. One 
question more, before I explain to tbe Englisb admiral what yoa 
have Said. — DoesPrince Caraccioli know of tbe ezistence of tbis 
grand-daughter?" 

'*Eccellenza, I fear not. Her parents died so soon — I loved 
tbe cbild so well — and there was so little bope tbat one so illus- 
trions as he would wish to acknowledge a connexion tbrougb tbe 
boIyChurch witb persons humble as wo, tbat I bave never done 
more to make my niece known than to let her bear tbe same name 
as ber fatber." 

The lady seemed rclieved' by tbis ; and she now brieQy ex- 
plained to Nelson tbe substance of what tbe otbcr bad said. 

*'It may be/' she added, **they are here on tbat errand con- 
cerning whicb we ba?e already heard so much , and so nselessly ; 
but I rather think not, from tbis account; for what interest ean 
tbcy feel in one who is absolutely a stranger to them. It may be 
some idie conceit, bowevcr, conectcd witb this same affair. 
What is your wish , Ghita? •— This is Don Horatio Nelson!, tbe 
illustrions Englisb admiral, of whom you have heard so mach." 

"Eccellenza, I am sure of it," answered Ghita, eamestly; 
'< my good nncle here has told you who we are, and you may well 
guess our business. We came from St. Agata, on the other side 
of tbe bay, only this moming, and heard from a rclation in tbe 



197 



ionfü tbat Don Francesco had been seized that very hour« Since 
that, we are told, be has been condemned to die for treason 
againsttbe king, and that by officers who met in this very ship. 
Some even say , signora, that he is to meet his fate before tbe sun 
sei!" 

**If this should be so , vhat reason is it that thoa shouldst gi?e 
tbyseifconcern?" 

'*EcceIIenza, he was my father's father; and though I never 
saw him , 1 Itnow that the same blood nins in onr veins. When 
this is so , there should be the same feelings in onr hearts." 

**This is well, Ghita, in appearance at least; bat thou canst 
hardly feel moch for one thou never saw'st , and who has even re- 
fased to own thee for a child. Thou art young, too , and of a sex 
which should ever be cautious; it is unwise for men even to 
meddle with politics in these troubled times." 

" Signora , it is not politics which brings me here , but nature 
and duty, and pious love for my father's father." 

** What wouldst thou say, then?" answered the lady, impa- 
tiently; ''remember, thou occupiest one whose time is precious, 
and of high importance to entire nations." 

**EcGellenza, Ibelieveit, and will try to be brief. I wish to 
beg my grandfather's life of this illustrious stranger. They teil me 
that the king will refuse him nothing; and he has only to ask it of 
Don Ferdinando to obtain it." 

Many would have thought the matured charms of the lady sn- 
perior to the innocent-looking beauty of the girl ; but no one could 
have come to such an opinion who saw them both at that moment. 
While Ghita's face was radiant with a holy hope, and the pious 
camestness which urged her on, a dark expression lowered about 
the countenance of the English beauty, which took from it one of 
its greatest attractions , by depriving it of the softness and genUe- 
ness of her sex. Had there not been observers of what passed, it 
is probable the girl would have been abruptly repulsed ; bat ma- 
nagement formed no small part of the character of this woman; 
and she controlled her feelings in Order to effect her purposes. 

**This admiral is not a Neapolitan , but an EngHshman/' she 
answered; **and can have no concern with the justice of your 
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king. He woald scarcely think it decent to interfere with the exe- 
catioD of the laws of Naples." 

**Signora, itis always decent to interfere to save lifo; nay, it 
is more — it is merciful in the eyes of God." 

' * What canst thou know of this ! A conceit that thou hast the 
blood of the Caraccioli has made thee forget thy sex and condition, 
and placed a romantic notion of doty before thine eyes." 

*'No, signora, it is not so. For eighteen years have I been 
taught that the unfortunate admiral was my grandfather ; but as it 
has been bis pleasure to wish not to see me , never have I feit the 
desire to intrude on bis time. Before this morning , never has. the 
thought that I have the blood of the Caraccioli crossed my mind ; 
unless it was to moum for the sin of my grandmother; and even 
now it has come to cause me to moum for the cruel fate that threa- 
tens the days of her partner in guili." 

** Thou art hold , to speak thus of thy parents , girl ; and they, 
too , of the noble and great ! ** 

This was said with a flushed brow, and still more lowering 
look; for, baply, there were incidents in the past life of that lady 
which made the simple language of a severe moralityalike offensive 
to her ears and her recollections. 

^^Itisnotl, eccellenza, but God, who speaketh thus. The 
crime, too, is another reason why this great admiral should use 
bis influence to save a sinner from so hurried an end. Death is 
terrible to all , except to tbose who trust with heart and soul to the 
mediation of the Son of God ; but it is doubly so when it eomes 
suddenly and unlooked-for. It is true, Don Francesco is aged; 
but have yon not remarked, signora, that it is these very aged 
who become hardened to their State, and live on as if never to die? 
I mean those aged who suffer youth to pass as if the pleasures of 
life were never to have an end." 

*<Thou art too young to set up for a reformer of the world, girl ; 
and forgettest that this is the ship of one of the greatest officers of 
Europe, and that he has many demands on bis time. Thou canst 
now go ; I will repeat what thou hast said.' ' 

'* I have another request to ask , eccellenza — permission to see 
Don Francesco ; that I may, at ieast » receive bis blessing.' 
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'He is not in this ship. Thou wilt Ond him od board the 
Minerva firigate; no donbt, tie witi not be denled. Stop, these 
few lines will aid thy reqnest. Addio, signorina." 

'*And may I carry hope with me, eccellenza? Think how 
sweet life is to those who have passed their days so long in afflaence 
and hononr. It would be like a messenger from heaven for a grand- 
child to bring bat a ray of hope." 

** I authorize none. The matter is in the hands of theNeapolitan 
authorities; and weEnglish cannot meddle. Go, now, both of 
you; the illustrious admiral has business of importance vhich 
presses." 

Ghita tumed , and slovly and sorrowfully she left the cabin« 
At its very door she met the English lieutenant who was in Charge 
of the unhappy prisoner Coming with a last reqnest that he might 
not be suspended like a thief ; but might at least die the death of a 
soldier. It wonld exceed the limits set to onr tale, were we to dwell 
on the conversation which ensued; but every intelligent reader 
knows , that the application failed. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

Like other tyrants, Death delights to smite 

What smiiten most proclaims the pride of power, 

And arbitrary nod. Youkg. 

It is probable that Nelson never knew precisely what passed 
between Ghita and the lady mentioned in the last chapter. At all 
events, like every other application which was made to the English 
admiral, in connexion with this sad affair, that of Ghita produced 
no results. Even the mode of execution was unchanged ; and in- 
decent haste accompanyiog the whole transactioa , as in the equally 
celebrated trial and death of the unfortunate Dac d'Enghien. CufTe 
remained to dine with the commander>in-chief, while Carlo Ginn- 
totardi and bis niece got into their boat, and took their way through 
the crowded roadstead, towards the Neapolitan frigate, which now 
formed the prison of the unfortunate Caraccioli. 

A request at the gangway was all that was necessary to procure 
an admission on board the ship. As soon as the Signor Giunto«* 
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tardi reached the quarter-deck he communlcated his errand , and a 
messenger was sent below to ascertain if the prisoner wonld see two 
visitors ; the name of the uncle being alone giveD. 

Francesco Caraccioli , of the Princes Caraccioli , or, ashewas 
more commonly called in English, Prince Caraccioli , was now a 
man approaching seventy ; and being a member of one of the most 
illastrioos honses of Lower Italy, he had long been trusted in em- 
ployments of high dignity and command* On his offence — its 
apology — the indecent haste of bis trial and execution , and the 
irregularity of the whole proceedings, it is now unnecessary to 
dwell; they have all passed into history, and are faroiliarly known 
to the World. That very morning had he been seized , and sent on 
board the Fondroyant; in the cabin of that vessel had a court of 
his own countrynien convened; and there had he been hastily con- 
demned to death. The honr of doom was near; and he was already 
in the ship where the execution was to take place. 

The messenger of Carlo Giuntotardi found this unfortunate 
man with his confessor ; by whom he had just been shrived. He 
heard the request with cold indifference ; but granted it on the 
instant, under the Impression that it came from some dependent 
of his family or estates , who had a last favour to ask , or an act of 
justice to see performed. 

'*Remain here, father, I beseech yon/' said the prisoner, 
perceiving that the priest was about to retire; *Mt is some conto- 
dinOj or some tradesman whose Claims have been overlooked. 
lam happy that he has come; forone would wish to stand acquitted 
of injustice before he dies. Let them come in , my friend." 

A sign was given with these words, the door of the cabin was 
opcned, and Ghita, with her uncle, entered. A pause of füll a 
minute followed , during which the parties regarded each other in 
silence; the prisoner endeavouring in vain to recall the counte- 
nances of his guests, and the girl trembling, equally with grief 
and apprehension. Then the last advanced to the feet of the con- 
demnedman, knelt, bowedherhead, and said — 

"Grandfather, your blessing on the child of your only son ! " 

••Grandfather! — Son ! — and his child ! " repeated Don Fran- 
cesco. * * I had a son , to my shame and contrition bc it now con- 
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fessed; bat he has long been dead« I never knew tbat he left a 
chUd." 

**Thi8 is bis daaghter, SigDore," replied Carlo Giantotardi; 
**her mother vas my sister. Tou thoaght as theo too humble to 
be received iato so illustrioas a connexioo; and we have never 
wished to bring oarsehes before yonr eyes , until we thooght our 
presence might be welcome." 

**And thou comest now, good man, to claira affinity with a 
condemned criminal ! " 

''Not so, grandfather," answered a meek voice at bis feel; 
'Mt is your son's daughter who craves a blessing from her dying 
parent. The boon shall be well requited in prayers for your soul." 

** Holy father I I deserve not this ! Here has this tender plant 
llved neglected in the shade , until it raises its timid head to offer 
its fragrance in the hour of death ! I deserve not this ! " 

''Son, if heaven offered no mercies until they are merited, 
hopeless , truly, would be the lot of man. But we must not adroit 
illusions at such a moment. Thou art not a husband, Don Fran- 
cesco ; hadst thou ever a son?" 

*'That among other sins have I long sincc confessed ; and , as 
it has been deeply repented of , I trust it is forgiven. I had a son — 
a yonth who bore my name, even; though he never dwelt in my 
palace; until a hasty and indiscreet marriage banished bim from my 
presence. I ever intended to pardon hini and tu make provision 
for bis wants ; but death came tou soon to both husband and wife 
to grant the time. So much I did know ; and it grieved me that it 
was so; bat of bis child never, before this instant, havelheard! 
'T is a sweet conntenance, father; it seems the very abode of 
truthl" 

*' Why should we deceive you, grandfather?" rcjoined Ghila, 
stretching her arms upward , as if yearning for an embrace ; *' most 
ofall ata time like this? Wecomenotforhonours, orriches, or 
your great name; we come simply to crave a blessing, and to let 
you know that a child of yonr own blood will be left on earth to say 
aves in behalf of your soul ! " 

**Holy priest, there can be no deception here! — This dear 
«hlld even loofcs like her wronged grandmother ; and my heart teils 
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me that she is mioe. I koow not whether to consider Ulis discovery 
a good or an evil at this late hour; comiog as it does to a dyiog 
man!" 

''Grandfather, yourblessiog! BiessGhita, once, thatimay 
hear the sound of a parent's bencdictioD." 

<<Biess thee ! — bless thee, daughter ! " exclaimed the admiral, 
bending over the weeping giri to do the act she solicited, and then 
raising herto hisarms, and embracing hertenderly; **this must 
be my child — I feel that she is no other." 

^'Eccellenza/' said Carlo, '*shc is the daughterof your son, 
Don Francesco, and of my sister^ Ghita Giuntotardi , born in law- 
ful wedlock, I would not deceive any — least of all a dying man." 

**I have no estates to beqaeath — no honours to transmit — no 
naroe to boast of. Better the offspriog of the lazzaroni than a child 
of Francesco Caraccioli at this moment." 

**Grandfather, we thiuk not of this — care not for this. I 
have come only to askthe blessing you have bestowed, and to 
offer the prayers of believers , though we are so lowly. More than 
this we ask not — wish not — seek not. Our poverty is familiär 
tous, and we heed it not. Riches would but distress us, andwe 
care not for them." 

**I remember, holy father, that one great reasonof displea- 
sure at my son's marriage was distrnst of the motive of the family 
which received bim; and yet, here, have these honest people 
suffered roe to live on uomolested in prosperity, while theynow 
first Claim the affinity in my disgrace and ignominy ! I have not 
bcen accustomed to meet with wishes and hearts like these I" 

^*You did not know us, grandfather," said Ghita, simply, 
her face nearly buried in the old man's bosom. **We have long 
prayed for you , and revercnced you , and thought of you as a 
parent whose face was tumed from us in anger; but we never 
sought your gold and honours." 

'*Gold and honours !** repeated the admiral, gently placing 
his grand-daughter in a chair. '* These are things of the past for 
me. My estates are sequestered — my name disgraced ; and, an 
hour hcDce, I shali have suffered an ignominioas deatb. Na 
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selfish Views ean have brought these good people, father, to 
daim affioity with me at a moment like this." 

««It comes from the goodness of God, sod. By lelting you 
feel the consolation of this filial love, and by awakeningia your 
own bosom the spark of pareotal alTection , he foreshadovs the 
fruits of bis own mercy and teüderness to the erring but penitent. 
Acknovledge bis bouaty iu your soul ; it may bring a blessing on 
your last moment." 

* * Holy priest , I hope I do. — But what says this ? '* 

Don Francesco tookanote from the band of a servant, and 
read its Contents eagerly ; the world and its feelings having too 
much hold on bis heart to be plucked out in an instant. Indeed, 
so sudden had been bis arrest, trial, and conviction, that it is 
not surprising the priest found in bim a divided spirit, cven at an 
instant like this. His countenance feil ; and he passed a band 
before his eyes as if to conceal a weakness which was unbecoming. 

**They have denied my request, father," said he; ''and I 
must die like a felon ! " 

''The Son of God saffered on the cross, suspended between 
two thieves.** 

" I believe there is &r less in these opinions than we are ac- 
customed to think , yet it is cmel for one who bas filled so high 
employments — a prince — a Caraccioli, to die like a lazzarone ! *' 

"Grandfather!" 

«Did you speak, child? I wonder not that this indignity 
should fill thee with horror." 

"Itis not that^ grandfather," resumed Ghita, shaking off 
her doubtSy and looking up with flushed cheeks, and a face 
radiant with holy feelings ; " Oh ! it is not that. If my life could 
save thine , gladly would I give it up for such a purpose ; but do 
not — do not, at this awful moment, mistake the shadow for 
the substance ! What matters it how death is met when it opens 
the gates of heaven? Pain , I am suro , you cannot fear; — even 
ly weak and feeble girl that I am, can despise that; whatotber 
bonour can there be in the hour of death , than to be thought 
worthy of the mercy and care of God? Caraccioli or lazzarone — 
priaceor beggar — it will matter not two hours' hence; and let 
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me reverently bcg of joa to humble your thoughts to the level 
which becomes all sioDcrs." 

'*Thou say*st ihou art my grandchlld , Ghita, — tfae daughter 
ofmysoa, Francesco?" 

*'SigDore, I am , as all (eil me — as my heart teils me — and 
as I bclicve." 

**AQd thou look'st upon these opinions as anworthy — 
unsuited^ if thou lik'st that better — to this solemn moment, 
aad coDsiderest the manner of a death as matter of indifTereoce, 
cven toasoldier?" 

**WheD placed in comparison vi\{\k bis hopes of hcaven — 
^heo viewed through bis own demerits and tbe merits of bis Sa- 
viour, grandfather.*' 

*' And wilt thou , tben , just entering on the stage of life , vith 
the World before thee, and all which its future can offer, accom- 
pany me to the scaffold — let it be known to the mocking crowd 
that thou derivest tby being through the felon^ and art not ashamed 
to own bim for a parent?" 

''I will, grandfather; this havc I come to do/* answered 
Ghita , steadily. ''But do not ask me to look upon tby sufferings ! 
All that can bc done to lessen by sharing tby disgrace , if disgrace 
it bc, will I most gladly do, though I dread to see tby aged form 
in pain ! " 

"And this wilt thou do for one thou ncver beheld'st until this 
hour? — one thou canst bardly have been taught toconsiderjust 
tothyself?" 

*4f I have never seen thee before this visit, grandfather, I 
have loved thee, and prayed for thee from infancy. My exccllent 
uncle early taught me this lesson in duty; but he never taught me 
to bäte thee or any one. My own father is taken away; and that 
which he would have been to thee this day will I cndeavour to be 
for bim. Tbc world is nought to me, and it will console thee to 
ihink that one is near whose heart weeps for thee, and whose soul 
is lost in prayers for thy etemal pardon." 

**And this being, father, is made known to me an hour be- 
fore I die ! God punishes me sufliciently for the wrong I 've done 
her , in letting me thus know her worth when it is too late to profit^ 
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byU. No, Ghita, blessed child, sach a sacrifice shall not be 
asked of thee. Take this cross — it was my mother's; wom oq 
her bosom, and has long been worn on mioe; keep it asa me« 
morial of thy unhappy parent, and pray for mc; but qoit tbis 
terrible ship, and doDot grie?e thy gentle spirit with a sceoe 
so QDfit for thy sex and years. Bless thee — bless thee, my 
child ! Would to heayen I had earlier known thee ; bot even this 
glimpse of thy worth has lightened my heart. Thou find'st me 
here a poor condemned criminal , nnable to provide for thy fatnre 
wants; oay, I can yet do a little for thee, too. This bag con- 
tains gold. It has been sent to me by a relative, thinking that it 
might be of senrice in averting the panishment which awaits me. 
For that pnrpose it is now nseless; with thy simple habits , how- 
erer , it will render thy life easy , and above care." 

Ghita, with Streaming eyes, steadily pot aside the gold, 
thongh she presSed the cross to her bosom , kissing it fenrently 
again and again. 

''Not that — not that, grandfather,** said she; "I want it 
not — wish it not. This is enough ; and this will I keep to my 
own last moment. I will quit the ship , too , bat not the place. I 
see many boats coUecting, and mine shall be among them; my 
prayers shall go up to God for thee now thou art living, and daily 
after thon art dead. There needs nogold, grandfather, topur- 
chase a daughter's prayers." 

Don Francesco regarded the zealoas and lovely girl with in* 
tense feeling; then he folded her to bis heart once more, blessing 
her audibly again and again. While thus employed, the Fou- 
droyant's bell Struck once, and then thoseofallthesurrounding 
ships, English and Neapolitan , repeated the stroke. This Ca- 
raccioli , a Seaman himself , well knew denoted that the (ime was 
half-past four , five being the honr named for bis execution. He 
feit it necessary, therefore, to dismiss bis new-found relative, 
that he might pass a few more minutes alone with bis confessor. 
The parting was solemn bat tender; and as Ghita lefk the cabin, 
her condemned grandfather feit as he would have done had he 
taken leave for ever of one whom he had long loved , and whose 
Tirtaes had been a solace to bim from the honr of bis birth. 
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The deck of the Minerva presented a sorrowfnl scene. Althongfi 
the prisonerhad beeo condemned by a conrt of Neapolitan oiBcers 
the trial took place under the British cnsigo ; aod the fecling ot 
the public was with the prisoner. There eiisted no necessitj for 
the hurry in which everything had beeo done , for no immediate 
danger pressed; and an example wonid have been moreimpres- 
sive , had there been less of the appearance of a desire for personal 
vengeance, and roore of the calm deliberation of justice in the 
affair« Ghita's connexion with the prisoner conld not be even 
suspected; bat as it was known that she had been in thecabin, 
and believed that she feit an interest in the condemned , the oflicers 
manifested an Interest in her wishes and too evident emotions. 
An immense throng of boats had assembied aronnd the ship ; for, 
hasty as had been the proceedings, the tidings that Francesco 
Caraccioli was to be hanged for treason spread like wild-fire; and 
scarcely a craft of proper size was left within the mole , so eager 
was the dcslre to witness that whicb was to occnr. Either in the 
confusion or bribed by money , the man who had brought off Carlo 
Giuntotardi and his niece was no longer to be found ; and the 
means of quitting the ship seemed momentarily to be lost. 

'* Here is a boat, dose to our gangway/' said the officer of the 
deck , who had kindly interested himself in behalf of so interesting 
a girl , ** with a Single man in it; a few grard wonld induce him to 
put you ashorc." 

The fellow in the boat wasoftheclassofthelazzaroni, wear- 
ing a clean cotton shirt, a Phrygian cap, and Cotton trowsers 
which terminated at the knees ; leaving his mnscular arms and 
legs entirely bare; modeis for the statuary in their neatness, 
vigour and proportions. The feet alone formed an exception to 
the ordioary attire , for they were cased in a pair of quaint canvass 
shoes, which were omamented a little like the moccasins of the 
American Indien. Carlo caught the eye of this man, who ap- 
peared to be eagerly watehing the frigate's gangway for a fare, 
and, holding up a small piece of silver, in a moment the light 
boat was at the foot of the accommodadon-ladder. Gbita now 
descended ; and , as soon as her uncle and she were seated , the 
skiff, for it was little more, whirled away from the ship*s side» 
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though two or three more, who had also been left by reereant 
boatmen for better fares , called out to bim to receiye them also. 

**We had best go alone, even thongh it cost us a heavier 
price," quietly obseryed Carlo to bis niece, as be noted this 
occnrrence. *'PoU us a short distance from tbe sbip , friend, — 
here, where tbere are fewer boats, and thoo shalt meet with a 
fair reward. We bave an interest in this solemn scene, and could 
wish not to be observed." 

**I know that well, Signor Carlo," answered the boatman; 
** and will see that yoa are not molested." 

Ghitautteredafaint exclamation, and, lookingup, firstsaw 
that the feigned lazzarone was no other than Raoul Yvard. As her 
uncle was too nnobsenrant, in general , to detect bis disguise, 
he made a sign for her to command herseif, and continued rowing 
as if nothing had occurred. 

"Beatease, Ghita," said Carlo; '*itisnotyetthe time, and 
WC have twenty good minutes for oar aves." 

Ghita, however, was far from being at ease. She feit all the 
risks which the young man now ran , and she feit that it was on her 
account solely that he ineurred them. Even the solemn feeling of 
the hour and the occasion was distnrbed by bis presence; and she 
wished he were away on more accounts than one. Here he was, 
nevertheless, and in the midst of enemies; and it wonld not have 
been in nature for one of her years and sex, and, most of all, 
of her feelings, not to indulge in a seotiment of tender gratitude 
towards him who had, as it were, thrust bis head into the very 
lion*s mouth to do her a Service. Between Raonl and Ghita there 
had been no reserves on the subject of parentage; and the former 
understood why bis mistress was here, as well as the motive 
which bronght her. As for the last, she glanced timidly around 
her fearful that the Ingger, too, had been bronght into the throng 
of ships which crowded the anchorage. For this, howeyer, Raoul 
was much too wary, nothing resembUng bis little craft being 
visible. 

The reader will have understood that many vessels of war, 
English , Russian , Tnrkish and Neapolltan , were now anchored 
in tbe bay. As the French still held tbe Castle of St. Elmo , or the 
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ciladelwhichcrowDStheheights, which, inthelrtarn, crownthe 
town, the shipping did not lay qoite as dose to the mole as usual, 
lesta shot from the enemy above might do them injury; bat they 
were sufficiently near to permit all the idle and carious ofNaples, 
vho had the hearts and the means, to pull off and become specta- 
tors of the sad scene which was abont to occur. As the hoor drew 
near, boatafter boat arrived, until the Minerva was surronnded 
with spectators, many of whom belonged even to the higher classes 
of Society« 

The distance between the Neapolitan frigale and the ship of the 
Eoglish rear-admiral was not great; and everything which occurred 
on board the former, and which was not actually hidden by the 
sides and bulwarks of the vessel itself , was easily to be seen from 
the decks of the latter. Still the Foudroyant lay a liltle without the 
circleofboats; and in that direction Raoul had pulled, to avoid 
the throng, resting on bis oars when about a third of a cable*s- 
length from the British admiraFs stern. Here it was determined 
to wait for the awfui Signal and its fatal consequences. The brief 
interval was passed by Ghita in telling her beads , while Carlo 
joined in the prayers with the devotion of a zealot. It is scarcely 
necessary to say, that all this Raoul witnessed without faith, 
though it would be doing injustice to bis nature , as well as to bis 
love for Ghita , to say he did so without sympathy. 

A solemn and expecting silence reigned in all the neighbouring 
ships. The aftemon was calm and sultry , the zephyr ceasing to 
blow earlier than common , as if unwilling to disturb the melan- 
choly scene even with its murmurs. On board the Minerva no 
sign of life — scarcely of death — was seen ; though a Single whip 
was visible rfgged to the fore-yard-arm , one end being led in- 
board, while the other ran alongthe yard, passed through a leading- 
block in its quarter and descended to the deck. There was a plat- 
form fitted on two of the gans beneath this expressive, but simple, 
arrangement; bat, as it was in-board, it was necessarily con- 
cealed from all except those who were on the Minenra's deeks. 
With these preparations Raoul was familiär, and bis nnderstand- 
ing eye saw the partlcular rope which was so sood to deprive Ghita 
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of her graDdfather, though It was lost to her and her nncle aiuong 
the maze of rigging by which it was surroaoded. 

Ten minntes might ha?e passed in this solemn stiUness, daring 
wbich the crowd of boats continned to collect; and the crews of the 
different ships were permitted to take such positions as enabled 
them to become spectators of a scene whlch itwas hoped might 
prove admonitory. It is part of the etiqaette of a vessel of war to 
make her people keep close; it being deemed one sign of a well- 
ordered ship to let as few men be seen as possible, except on those 
occasions when daty requires them to show themselves. This rigid 
rule, howeyer, was momentarily lost sight of, and the teeming 
masses that floated around La Minerva ga?e np their thonsands, 
like bees clustering about their hiTes. It was in the midst of such 
signs of expeetation, that the call of the boatswain was heard 
piping the side on board theFoudroyant, and foor side-boys lay 
over on the accommodation-ladder, a mark of hononr neyer paid 
to one of a rank less than that of a captain. Raonl's boat was within 
fi fty yards of that very gangway, and he tnrned bis head in idle 
curiosity to see who might descend into the gig which was lying at 
the foot of the long flight of Steps. A stranger with two epaulettes 
came flrst, showing the way to two civilians, and a sea-lieutenaut; 
when all descended in a line, and entered the boat. The neit in- 
stant the oars feil , and the gig whirled round ander the Fondroy- 
ant's Stern, and came glancing up towards bis own skiff. Four or 
fire of the strong man-of-war jerks sufiBced to send the long, nar- 
row boat as far as was desired, when the men ceased rowing, their 
little crafk losing her way within ten feet of the skiff occupied by our 
party. Then itwas thatRaoul, to bis snrprise, discovered that 
the two civilians were no other than Andrea Barrofaldi and Yito 
Yiti , who had aecompanied CnfTe and Griffin , their companions 
in the gig , on a cruize ; of which the express object was to capture 
himself and bis vessel. 

Another man would have been alarmed at finding himself in 
such close vicinity to bis enemies ; but Raoul Tvard was amiised, 
rather than rendered nneasy, by the circumstance. He had faith 
in bis disgnise; and he was much too familiär with incidents of 
this sort not to retain bis self-command and composure. Of coarse. 
The Jach 'Lautem, 14 
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he knew nothing of the p«rsoDS of the two Englishmen ; bat, per* 
fectiy aware of ihe presence of the Proserpiac , he guessed at their 
fdentity, and very correctiy imagined the circamstances which 
broQght companions, so ill-assorted, together. He had taken do 
precautions to disguise his face ; and the red Phrygian cap which 
he wore, in common with thousands in that bay, left every feature 
and lineament fully exposed. With Ghita, however, the case 
was difTcrent. She was far better known to the two Eibans , as 
indeed was the person of her nncle , than was the privateer'sman ; 
bat both had veiled thcir faces in prayer. 

**Ido not half likethis business, GrifBn," obscrved the cap- 
tain, as his gig entirely lost its way ; ** and wish, with all my heart, 
we had nothing to do with it. I knew this old Caraccioli; and a 
very goodsortofmanhe was; and, as to treason, it is not easy 
to say who is and who is not a traitor in times like these , in such 
a nation as this. — Ha ! I believe on my soul , this is the same old 
man and the same pretty girl who came to see Nelson half an hour 
ago abont this Yery execntion ! ** 

** What coald they have to do with Prince Caraccioli or his 
treason, Sir? — The old chap looks bookish, bnt he is not a 
priest; and as to the girl , she is trim built enough. I fancy the 
face is no great matter , however, or she wonld not take so mach 
pains to hidc it." 

Raoul muttered a "sacr-r-re" between his teelh; bat he suc- 
ceeded in suppressing all ontward expression of feeling. Cuffe, 
on the contrary, saw no other motive for unasual discretion, 
beyond the presence of his boat's crew , before whom , however, 
he was accustomed to less reserve than with his people in general. 

'*If she be the same as the one we had in the cabin," he 
auswcred, "there is no necessity for a veil; for a prettier or a 
niore roodest-looking girl is not often fallen in with. What she 
wanted , exactly , is more than I can teil yoa , as she spoke Italian 
altogethcr ; and *Miladi' had the interview pretty mach to herseif. 
Bat her good looks seem to have taken with this old bachelor , the 
jastice of the peace, who eyes her as if he had an incHnation to 
open his mind to the beaaty. Ask htm in Italian , Griflfin , what 
mare's oest he has ron foul of now." 
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** Yoa seem to have fouod somethfng to look at beside the 
Sliaerva, SfgnorPodestä," observed Griilio, io an under-tODe; 
**I bope it is not Yenns/' 

<*Cospetto!" gruntedYUoYiti, nodging bis neigbboar, tbe 
Tice-goveroor, and nodding towards the other boat; "if tbat be 
not little Ghita, wbo came into our island like a comet, and went 
OQt of it — to wbat shall I liken ber suddeo and extraordinary dis- 
appearance, Signor Andrea?'' 

* * To that of Le Feu-Follet, or ze Ying-y-Ying." put in Griffin, 
wbo, now that be bad got tbe two functionaries fairly afloat, spared 
none of tbe jokeswbicb come so easy and natural to a man-of-var's 
man. **She went out too io an 'extraordinary disappearance/ 
and perbaps the lady and tbe lugger went out togetber." 

Yito Yiti mutlered an answer; for by tbis time be bad dis* 
eovered tbat be was a very different personage od board the Pro- 
serpine from what tbe other bad appeared to consider bim wbtle in 
bis Dative island. He might have expressed himself aloud, in-* 
deed ; but at that instant a column of smoke glanced out of tbe 
bow part of tbe Minerva — a yellow flag was sbown aloft — and 
tben came tbe report of tbe signal-gun. 

It bas been said that vessels of war of four different nations 
wereat that time lying in tbe Bay of Naples. Nelson bad come in 
but a Short time previously with seventeen ships of tbe line, and he 
fouod several more of bis countrymen lying tbere. Tbis large 
force bad been assembied to repel an expected attack on the island 
of Minorca, and it was still kept together in an uncertainty of the 
fulure rooTements of the enemy. A Rnssian force bad come out of 
the Black Sea to act against the French, bringing with it a squadron 
of the Grand Signor; thus presenting to the worid tbe singular 
spectacle of the followers of Luther, devotees of the Greek church, 
and disciples of Mahomet , uniting in defence of * 'our rights , our 
firesides , and our altars ! " To these vessels must be added a 
smail squadron of ships of tbe country, making a mixed force of 
four different ensigns , which was to witness the melancholy scene 
we are abont to relate. 

Tbe yellow flag and tbe sigoal-gun brought everything in tbe 
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shape of daty to a stand-still in all the flcets. Tbe hoarse com- 
mands ceased — the boatswaios and their mates laid aside their 
calls, and the echoing midshipmen no longer fonnd Orders to re- 
peat. The seamen gathered to the sides of their respective vessels ; 
every part glistened with expectant eyes; the booms resembled 
Clusters of bees snspended from the boughs of a forest; and the 
knight-heads, taffrails, gangways, and stretchers of the rigging, 
vere garnished with those whose bright buttons, glazed hats, 
epaulettes, and dark blue dresses, denoted that they belonged to 
the privileged classes of a ship. Notwithstanding all this curiosity, 
nothing like the feeling which is apt to be manifested at an ex- 
hibition of merited punishment was Yisible in a Single conntenance. 
An expression resembliog a sombre gloom appeared to have settled 
on all those grim warriors of the deep; English, Rnssian, Nea- 
politan, orTurk, apparently reserving all bis sympathies for the 
snfferer rather than for the majesty of justice. Still , no murmur 
arose — no sign of resistance was made — no look of remonstrance 
given. The unseen-* mantle of authority coyered all ; and these 
masses of discontented men submitted , as we bow to what is be- 
lieved to be the fiat of Fate. The deep-seated and unresisting habit 
of disciplinesuppressed complaint; but there was a general con- 
viction that some act was about to be committed that it were better 
for humanity and justice should not be done ; or if done at all, that 
itneededmoreofform, greaterdeliberation, and a fairer trial, to 
be so done as to obtain the commendation of men. The Turks 
alone showed apathy, though all showed Submission. These sub- 
jectsof destinylookedon coldly, though even among them a low 
rumour had passed , that a malign influence prevailed in the fleet, 
and that a great and proud spirit had been mastered by the passion 
which so often deprives heroes of their self-command and Inde- 
pendence« 

Ghita ceased her prayers as the report of the gun broke mdely 
on her ears, and, with Streaming eyes, she even dared to look 
towards the frigate. Raoul and all the rest beut their gaze in 
the same direction. The sailors among them saw the rope at the 
fore-yard-arm move, and then heads rose slowly above the harn- 
lliock-cloths ; at this moment the prisoner and bis attendant priest 
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were visible even to their feet. The anfortanate Caraccioli , as has 
been said, had nearly numbered bis three-score-aDd-ten yeare 
in the regulär coarse of nature; and bis bare bead now showed tbe 
traces of tiine. He wore no coat; and bis arms were bound bebind 
bis back at tbe elbows , leaving just motion eoongb to the bands 
to aid bim in the sligbter Offices about bis own person. His neck 
was bare, and the fatal cord was tigbtened sufficiently around it^ 
to prevent accidents, constantly admonisbing its victim of its 
revoltiog office. 

A low mnrmur arose among the people in tbe boats , as this 
spectacle presented itself to their eyes ; and many bowed their 
faces in prayer. Tbe condemned man caught a ray of consolation 
from this expression of sympathy; and he looked around bim an 
instant, witb something like a return ofthose feelings of the world, 
which it had been his effort and his desire totally to eradicate sioce 
he had taken leave of Ghita , and leamed that bis last request — 
that of changing his mode of punishment — had been denied. 
That was a fearful moment for one like Don Francesco Caraccioli, 
who had passed a long life in the midst of the scene which sur- 
rounded bim — illustrious by birth, affluent, honoured for his 
Services, and accustomed to respect and deference. Never had 
the glorious panorama of tbe bay appeared more lovely than it did 
at that instant, when he was about to quit it for ever, and this 
by means of a Yiolent and disgraceful death. From the purple 
mountains — the cerulean void above bim — the blue waters over 
which he seemed already to be suspended — and tbe basking 
shores, rieh in their towns, villas and vines, bis eye turoed 
toward tbe world of ships, each alive with its masses of living men. 
A glance of melancboly reproacb was cast upon the little flag which 
was just waving at the mizzen-mast-head of the Foudroyant ; and 
then it feil on the carpet of faces beneatb, which seemed fairly 
to change the surface of the smooth sea into an arena of human 
countenances. His look was steady, tbougb bis soul was in a 
tumult. Ghita was recognised by her companion, and by her dress. 
He moTed towards the edge of his narrow scaffolding, endeavoured 
to Stretch forth his arms, and blessed her, again, aloud. The 
poor girl dropped on her kuees in the bo^tom of the boat, bowed 
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her head, and in that humble altitude did she remaifl until all was 
over; not daring once to look upvard again. 

**Son/' Said the priest, **this is a moment wbea the eartfa, 
and its feelings , must be forgotten." 

''I know it, father," ansigrered the old man, bis volce trembling 
vitb emotion , for bis sensations were too powerfnl , too sublime, 
even, for tbe degrading passion of fear; *'bnt neTer before did 
this fair piece of the creation seem so lovely in my eyes as nov, 
vhen I am about to quit it for the last time." 

**Look beyond this scene , into the long vfsta of etemity , son ; 
there thou wilt behold that vhich mocks at all human , all earthly 
means to equal. I fear that our time is but short ; hast thou aught 
yet to say in the flesh?" 

**Let it be known, holy priest, that in my dying moment I 
prayed for Nelson , and for all who have been active in bringing 
me to this end. It is easy for the fortunate, and the untempted, 
to condemn ; but he is wiser, as he is safer, who puts more reliance 
on the goodness of God than on bis own merits." 

A ray of satisfaction gleamed athwart the pale countenance of 
the priest -^ a sincerely pious man, or fear of personal consequen- 
ces might have kept bim aloof from such a scene — and he closed 
bis eyes wfaile he expressed bis gratitnde to God in the secret 
recesses of bis own spirit. Then he tumed to the prince and spoke 
cheeringly. 

* * Son ," Said he , ** if thou quittest life with a due dependenoe 
on the Son of God, and in this temper towards thy fellow-creatures, 
of all this living throng thou art he vho is most to be enyied ! 
Address thy soul in prayer, once more to Him whom thou feelest 
can alone senre thee." 

Caraccioli, aided by the priest, kneltonthescaffold; for the 
rope hung loose enough to permit that act of humf liation , and the 
other bent at his side. 

**I wisb to God Nelson had nothing to do with this !" muttered 
Cuffe, as he turned away his face , inadvertently bending his eyes 
on the Foudroyant, nearly nnder the stemof which ship his gig lay. 
There, in the stern-walk, stood the lady, already mentioned in 
this chapter, « keen spectator of the awfüd scene. No one bat a 
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maid was near her, howeyer, the men of her companionship not 
being of moods stern enough to be at her side. Gaffe tamed away 
from this sight in still stronger disgast; and just at that moment 
a common cry arose from the boats. Looking round he was just 
in time to see the unfortunate Caraccioli dragged from bis knees 
by the neck until he rose, by a steady man-of-war pull, to the 
end of the yard ; leaTing bis companion alone on the scaffold, still 
lost in prayer. There was a horrible minute of the struggles 
between life and death, wben the body, so late the tenement of 
an immortal spirit, hung, likeoneofthejewel-blocksoftheship, 
dangling passively at the end of the spar, as insensible as the wood 
whichsustalnedit! 

CHAPTER XV. 

Sleep, sleep, thoo sad one, on the seal 

The wash of waters lolla thee, now; 

Ilis arm no more will pillow thee, 

Thy band upoa bis brow. 
He is not near to hurt theo, or to aave: 
The groand is bis — the sea must be thy grave. 

Dana. 

A i.owo summer's evenlngdid the body of Francesco Caraccioli 
hang suspended at the yard-arm of the Minerva; a rcToIting spec- 
tacle to bis countrymen, and to most of the strangers who had been 
the witnesses of bis end. Then was it Iowered into a boat , its feet 
loadedwitb doubie-headed shot, and it was earried out a league 
or more into the bay, and cast into the sea. The revolting manner 
in which it rose to the surface and confronted its destroyers, a 
fortnight later, has passed into bistory ; and to this day forms one 
of the marvels related by the Ignorant and wonder-loving of that 
region.* As for Gbita, she disappeared, no one knew how; 

* Singular as was this oocurreace , and painfnl as it must hare 
proyed to the parUes to the execution, it is one of the simplest conse- 
quences of natural caases. All animal matter sweUs in water previously 
to lurning corrupt. A body which has become of twice ila natural sise in 
this manner, as a matter of courso, displaees twice the usnal quantity of 
watcr ; the vteight of the mass remainiog the same. Most human framas 
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Vito Viti and h!s coropanions befng too mnch absorbed with the 
scene to note the tender and considerate manner io iK^hieh Raoul 
rowed her off from a spectacle which could but be replete ^rith 
horrors to one so situated. Cuffe himself stood only a few minates 
longer ; bat he directed bis boat's crew to pall alongside of the 
Proserpine. In balf-an-hour aflter the execution took place, this 
frigate was aweigh; and then she was seen Standing out of the baj, 
before a light air, covered with canvass from her truck to her 
hammock-cloths. Leaving her, for the moment, we will return 
to the party in the skiff. 

Neither Carlo Giuntotardi, norGhitaCaraccioli — for so we must 
continue to call the girl , albeit the name is much too illustrious to 
be bome by one of her humble condition in life — but neither of 
these two had any other design in thus secking out the unfortnnate 
admiral, than to perform what each believed to be a duty. As soon 
as the fate of Caraccioli was decided , both were willing to return 
to their old position in life; not that they feit ashamed to avow 
their connexion with the dead ; but bccause they were quite devoid 
of any of that worldly ambition which renders rank and fortune 
necessary to happiness. 

When he left the crowd of boats , Raoul pnlied towards the 
rocks which bound the shores of the bay, near the gardens of 
Portici. This was a point sufficiently remoyed from the common 
anchorage to be safe from obsenration ; and yet so near as to be 
reached in considerably less than an hour. As the light boat pro<- 
ceededy Ghita gradually regained her composure. Shedriedher 
eyeSy andlookedaroundfaerinquiringly, asifwonderingwhither 
their companion was taking them. 

'*Iwill notask you, Raoul, why yoa are here, at a moment 
likethiSy and whence you have come ," shesaid; ''butlmayask 
whither yon are now carrying us? Our bome is at St. Agata , on 

floating, in their natural State, so long as the längs are inflated with air ; 
it follows that one in this eonditfon woald bring opwiih it as muchweight 
in iron , as made the difference between its own gravity, and that of the 
water it displaced. The upright attitude of Caraccioli was owing to the 
shotattached to the foet; of which, it is also probable, one or two had 
become loosened. 
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the heigfats abo?e Sorrento , and on tbe other side of the bay. We 
go there annually to pass a month with mymother's sistcr; vbo 
asks this mucb of oar love." 

*Mf I did not know all this, Ghita, Iwonldnot^ andcoaldnot 
be here. I bave visiled the cottage of yoar aant this day ; foUowed 
you to Naples; beard of the admiral's trial and sentence; under-« 
stood bow it vonid affect yonrfeelings; traced you onboard the 
English admirars ship, and "was in vaiting as yoa found me; 
baying first contrived to send avay the man who took you off. All 
this has come about as naturally as the feeliog vhich has induced 
me to venture, again , into the lion's mouth." 

'^The pitcher that goes often to the well , Raoul, gets brokcn 
at last/' said Gbita, a little reproachfully, though it surpassed 
her power to prevent the tones of tenderness from miogling with 
her words. 

*' Tou know all , Gbita. After months of perseverance , and 
a lOYe such as man seldom feit before , you deliberately and coldly 
refused to be my wife ; — nay , you have deserted Monte Argentaro 
purposely to get rid of my importunities ; for there I could go with 
the lugger at any moment; and have come here upon this bay, 
crowded with the English, and other enemies of France, fancying 
that I would not dare to venture hither. — Well , you see with what 
success ; for neither Nelson , nor bis two-deckers , can keep Raoul 
Tvard from the woman he loves , let bim be as victorious and 
skilfulasbemay!" 

The sailor bad ceased rowing to give vent to bis feelings in this 
Speech , neither of the two colloquists regarding the presence of 
Carlo Giuntotardi any more than if he bad been a part of them- 
selves. This indifference to the fact that a third person was a 
listener proceeded from habit, the worthy scholar and religionist 
being usually too abstracted to attend to concerns so light as love 
and the youthful affections. Ghita was not surprised either at the 
reproacbes of her suitor, or at bis perseverance; and her con* 
science told her that he uttered but the truth in attributing to her 
the motives he bad, in urging her uncle to make their recent 
chaoge of residence ; for, while a sense of duty bad induced her to 
quit the towers, her art was not sufficient to suggest the expediency 
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of going to any other abode than that which she was accustomed 
to inhabit periodically, and about which Raoal knew, from her 
own innocent narrations , ncarly as mach as she knew herseif. 

**I can say no more than I have said , alrcady /' Ihe thoughlful 
girl answered , after Raoul had began again to row. ^* It is better 
on CYcry accoant that we should part. I cannot change my country ; 
nor can yoa desert that glorious repubh'c of which yoa feel so 
proad. I am an Italian , and yon are French ; and , more than 
all , I worship my God , whilc yoa believe in the new opinions of 
yoar own nation. Here are causes enoogh for Separation , sarely, 
however favourably and kindly we may happen to think of each 
etheringeneral." 

*'Tcll me not, any more, of tho heart of an Italian girl , and 
of her rcadiness to fly to the world's end with the man of her 
choice I " exciaimed Raoul, bitterly. '*I can find a thoasand girls 
in Langucdoc who woald make the circait of the earth, yearly, 
rather than bc separated a day from the seamen they have chosen 
for their hasbands." 

'*Then look among the girls ofLangaedoc for a wife," answered 
Ghita, with a smile so melancholy that it contradicted her words. 
^'Bettcr to take one of your own nation and opinion , Raoal, than 
risk yoar happiness with a stranger; who might not answer all 
yoar hopes when yoa came to know her better." 

** We will not taik farlher of this now, dearest Ghita : my first 
care must be to carry you back to the cottageof yoar aant — anless, 
indeed , yoa will at once embark in Le Fea-Foliet and retnrn to 
the towers?" 

''LeFca-FoIlet! — she is hardly here, in the midstof a fleet 
of her enemies! — Remember, Raoal, that yoar men will begin 
to complain if yoa place them toooften in sach risks to gratify your 
own wishes." 

' ' Feste i — I keep them in good-hnmoar by rieh prlzes. They 
have been snccessfal , and that which makes yonder Nelson po<- 
palar and a great man, makes Raoal Tvard populär and a great 
man also In bis little way. My crew is like its captain — it loves 
adventares, and it loves saccess.' 
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" I do not see the lagger .* among a hundred sfaips there is no 
sigDofyours?" 

*<Thc Bay of Napoli is large, Ghita," returned Raoul, 
laaghing; '*and Le Fcu-Follet takes bat littlc room. See — 
yonder vaisseaux-^-Ugne appear tridiog among tbese noble 
mountains, and on this wide galf: you caonot expect my iittle 
lugger to make much show. We are small, Gbita mia, if not 
insignificant!" 

'* Still, vhere there are so many vigilant eyes there is always 
danger, Baoul! Besides, a lugger is an unusual rig, as you 
have owned to me yonrself." 

''Not bere, among all these eastern craft. I have always fonnd, 
if I wishcd to be unnotlced, it was best to get into a crowd; 
whereas, he who lives in a village lives in open daylight. But wc 
will talk of these things , when alone , Ghita — yonder fisherman 
is getting ready to receive us.*' 

By this time the skiff was near the shore, wherc a Iittle yawl 
was anchored , containing a solitary fisherman. This man was 
examining them as they approached ; and recognisingRaoul he was 
gathering in bis lines, and preparing to raise bis grapnel. In a 
few minutes the two craft lay side by side : and then , thougb not 
without dißlculty, owing to a yery elaborate disguise, Ghita re- 
cognised Ithuel Bolt. A very few words sufiieed to let the Ameri- 
can into all tbat it was necessary he should know, when the whole 
party made ils arrangements to depart. The skiff which Raoul, 
having found it lying on the beach, had made free wi(h, without 
Icave, he anchored in the füll expectation tbat its rigbt owner might 
find it some day or other; while its cargo was transferred to the 
yawl, which was one of the luggcr*s own attendants. Thelattcr 
wasalight, swift-pulling Iittle boat, admirably coustructed , and 
fittoliveinasea^way; requiring, morcover, but two good oars, 
one of which Baoul undertook to pull himself, while Ithuel ma- 
naged the other. In five minutes after the junction was made , the 
party was moving again from the land, in a straight line across the 
bay, steering in the direction of its southem cape, and proceeding 
with the steady , swift movement of men accustomed to the toil. 

Thcrc are few porlions of ihe sea in which a Single ship er boat 
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is an object of so little notice as the Bay of Naples. This is true of 
all times and seasons ; the magnificent scale on which Natare has 
created her panorama , rendering ordinary objects of comparative 
fnsignißcance : while the constant movement, the frait of a millioa 
of souls thronging around its teeming shores , Covers it in all di- 
rections with boats, almost as the streets of a town are crowded 
with pedestrians. The prcsent occasion, too, was one likely to 
set everything in motion; and Raoul judged rightly, when he 
thought himself less likely to be observed in such a scene than on 
a smaller and less-frequented water. As a matter of course , while 
near the mole , or the common anchorage , it was necessary to pass 
amid a floatiog throng; but, once beyond the Hmits of this crowd, 
the size of the bay reodered it qaite easy to avoid unpleasant colli- 
sions, without any apparent effort : while the passageofaboat in 
aoy direction was an occurrence too common to awaken distrust. 
One would think no more of questioning a craft which was en- 
eountered , even in tbc centre ofthat spacious bay, than he would 
think of ioquiring about the stranger met in a market-place. All 
this both Raoul and Ithuel knew and feit; and once in motion , in 
their yawl, they experienced a sense of security which, for the 
four or five previons hours , had not always existed. 

By this time the sun was low, though it was possible, as Raoul 
perceived , to detect the speck still swinging at the Minerva*s fore- 
yard-arm ; a circumstance to which the young man , with conside- 
ratefeeling, refrained from adverting. The Proserpine hadbeen 
some time in motion , Standing out of the fleet under a cloud of 
canvass, but with an air so light as to permit the yawl to gain on 
her, though the heads of both were turned in the same direction. 
In this manner mile afler mile was passed , until darkness came. 
Theo the moon arose, rendering the bay lessdistinct, itistrue, 
but scarcely more mysterious , or more lovely , than in the hours 
of strenger light. The gnlf, indeed, forms an exception in this 
particular to the general ruie by the extent of its shores , the eleva- 
tion of its mouutains , the beauty of its water— which has the deep 
tint of the ocean off-soundings — and the softness of the atmo- 
sphere; lending to it by day all the mellowed and dreamy charms 
which other scenes borrow from the illusions of night, and the 
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milder brilliance of the secondary planets. Raonl did not exert 
himself at the oar ; and , as he sat aft , his companion was obliged 
to take the stroke from his movement. It was so pleasant to have 
Ghita with him on his own element, that he never hurried himself 
while in the enjoyment of her society. TheconTersation, itwill 
be readily imagined, was not lively; bat the saddened melancholy 
of Ghita's voice, as she occasionally hazarded a remark of her own, 
or answered one of his qaestions , soanded sweeter in his ears 
than the music of the ships' bands which was now wafted to them 
across the water. 

As the evening ad?anced , the land-breeze iocreased , and ihe 
Proserpine gradnally gained upon the boat. When the latter was 
about two-thirds of the distance across the bay , the frigato caaght 
the stronger cnrrent which came down athwart the campagna , be- 
tweenVesuvins and the mountains behind Castel ä Mare, when she 
drove a-head fast. Her sails, as seamen express it, were all 
asleep; or swelled ontward, without coUapsing; and her rate of 
sailing was between five and six miles in the hour. This brought 
them up with the boat, hand-over-hand , as it is called; and 
Ghita, atRaouFs request, put the heim aside , in order that they 
might get out of the way of the huge body which was approachiog. 
It wonld seem that there was some design on the part of the ship in 
Coming so near , for she made a sheer towards the yawl in a way to 
frighten the timid helmswoman, and to indace her to relinqnish 
her hold of the tiller. 

*' Fear nothing,'' calied out Griffin, in Italien — **we intend 
to offer you a tow. Stand by , and catch the line — Heave." 

A small rope was thrown ; and , falling directly across Ithuers 
head , that person could do no less than seize it. With all his de- 
testation of the English in general, and of this vessel in particular, 
the man-of-all-work had the labour-saving propensity of his coan- 
trymen; and it Struck him as a good thing to make a **king's 
ship " aid an enemy's privateer by accepting the offer. As he used 
the line with proper dexterity, the yawl was soon towing on the 
quarter of the frigate ; Raoul taking the heim , and giving the boat 
the sheer necessary to prevent her dragging in alongside. This 
^as a change so sadden, and so totally unexpected, that Ghita 
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murmured her disapprobation , lest it shonld lead to a discorery of 
Ibe true character of her companioDS. 

**Fear noihing, dearest/' answered Raoul; **they canoot 
suspect us; and we may learn sometbiog asefal by being here. 
At all events, Le Feu-Follet is safo from tbelr designs just at tbis 
momeot.*' 

*'Are you boatmen of Capri?" callcd out Griflin, wbo stood 
OD (be taffrail of the sbip, with CufTe aod tbe two Italians near bim, 
the first dictatiDg the questions bis lieuteoant put. 

'^S'uore, si," answered Raoul, adoptiug ihe patois of the 
country as well as he could^ and disguisiog bis deep mellow voice 
by speaking in a high, shrill key; **boatmeD of Capri that have 
been to Napoli with wine , and have beeu kept out later than we 
intended by the spectacle at the yard-arm of the Minerva. Cos- 
petto ! them signori make no more of a prince tban we do of a 
quail in tbe season on ourlittle island. — Pardon me, dearest 
Ghita ; but we must throw dnst into their eyes." 

*'Has any stränge sali been seen about your island within tbe 
last twenty-four bours? " 

** The bay is füll of stränge sail , S*nore , — eveo the Turks 
Coming to see us since the last irouble with the French." 

**Ay, bot the Turks are now your allies, like us Englisb. 
Have you seen any other strangers?" 

'*They teil nie tbere are sbips from the far north , too , S*nore, 
off the towu , — Russians , I believe they call them." 

**They, too, are allies, — but I mean enemles? Has tbere 
not been a lugger seen off your island within the last day or two , — 
a lugger of the French?" 

** S\, s), — I know what you mean now, S*nore. Tbere kos 
been a Tessel like that you mention ofT the island , for I saw her 
with my own eyes, — s), b\, It was about the twenty-tbird hour 
last evening, — a lugger, — and we allsaid she must be French 
by her wicked looks." 

'* Raoul!" said Ghita, as if reproaching bim for an Indis- 
cretion. 

'*This is the true way to befog them," answered tbe young 
man. ** They have certainly beard ef us ; and by seeming to teil a 
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little truth frankly, it will give me an opportuDityoftelliDgmore 
untrnth." 

*'Ah! Raoul, it is a sad life which renders untruths De- 
cessary ! " 

**lt is llie art of war, dearest: without it we should soon be 
outwitted by these ImavesofEnglish. — S\, s\, S'nori» — weail 
Said just that coDceraing her looks aod rig." 

** Will yoa sheer your boat alongside , frieod ," inquired Grif- 
fiD , *'and come on board of us? We have a ducat Lere that wants 
an owner ; I fancy it will fit your pocket as well as another's. We 
will haut you a-head, abreast of the gangway." 

** Oh , Raoul^ do not thiok of this rash act ! " whispered Ghita ; 
^* the vice-governor or the podestä will recollect you , and thcn all 
will be lost!" 

*'FearnothiDg, Ghita; a good cause, and a kcen wit, will 
carry me tbrough, — while the least hesitation might, indeed, 
min US. These English first ask, and then take without asking, 
if you teil them no. Corpo dl Bacco! who cver heard , cilher, of 
a lazzarone's refusinga ducat?" 

Raoul then whispered a few words (o Khuel , whcn ihe boat 
being by this time far enoagh a-head , he gave it a sheer alongside 
of the ship , seized a man-rope , and went up the cleets as actively 
as a cat. It is certain not a soul on board that fine frigale had 
the least suspicion of the true character of the individual who now 
confidently trod her quarter-deck. The young man himself loved 
the excitement of such an adventure , and he feit the grcater con- 
fidence in his impunity from the circumstance that there was no 
other light than that of the moon. The sails, too, cast their 
shadows upon deck; and then, neither of the two Italians was a 
Wizard at detecting impostors, as he knew by experience. 

The watch was set for the night, and Winchester, who had 
retumed to doty, held the trampet, while Griffin had no other 
immediate office but to Interpret. Two or three midshipmen were 
lounging about the quarter-deck; here and there a Seaman was on 
the look-out, at the halyards, er onacat-head; sometwenlyor 
thirty old sea-dogs were pacing the gangwaiys or the forecastle, 
witb their arms crossed, or hands stuck in their jackets; and a 
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quick-eyed active quarter-master stood near the man at the wheel, 
coaaiug the ship. The remainder of the vatch had stowed thern«- 
selves betwecD the gans, or amoDg the booms, in readiness to 
act, but, iQtruth, dozing. Cuffe, Griffin, and the two Italians 
descended from the taffrail and awaited the approach ofthesup- 
posed lazzarone, or boatman of Capri, as he was now believed to 
be, near the Stern of the vessel. By an arrangement among them- 
selves, YitoVitibecamethespokesman, Griffin translating to the 
captain all that passed, in an under-tone, as soon as it was 
uttered. 

^'Comehither, friend," commcncedthepodestä, inapatro- 
nizing but somewhat lofty manner; **this generous and noble 
English captain , Sir Kooffe , desires me to present you wich a 
ducat, by way of showing that he asks no more of you than he is 
willing to pay for. A dncat * is a great deal of money , you know ; 
and good pay merits good Services." 

'*S'nore, sl; your eccellenza says the tinth; a good docat 
certainly deserves good senrices." 

**Bene. Now teil these signori all yoa know abont that said 
lagger; where you saw her, whenyousawher, and what she was 
about. Keep your mind clear, and teil ns one thing at a time." 

'* S*nore s\. I will keep my mind clear , and teil you no more 
than one thing at a time. I believe, eccellenza, I am to begin 
with where I saw her; then I 'm to teil you when I saw her; after 
which you wish to know what she was about. I believe this is the 
way you put it, S'nore?" 

*'£xcellently well; answer in that order, and you will make 
yourself understood. But Grst teil me : — do all the natives of 
Capri speak the same sort of Italian as you do yourself, friend?" 

'*S*nore, sl, — though my mother having been a Frenchwo- 
man , they teil me that I have caught a little from her* We all get 
something from our mothers , eccellenza ; and it 's a pity we could 
not keep more of it.' 
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* The aiWer daeat of Naples is worth eighty grani , or ralher lejs 
than eighty cents: the golden ducat, or aequin of Italy, Üolland, Turkey, 
&c. , ii worih a trifle more tban two American dollars. Uaoul waa of- 
tered the former« 
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^'Trae, friend; but now for the lugger. ßemember that 
honourable signori will hear what you say; therefore, for your 
owD credit, speak tothepoint; andspeakoothiogbut truth, for 
theloveofGod." 

*'Theo, S*nore, (irst as to where I saw her — docsyourec- 
cellenza mean where I was at the timc , or where the lugger was?" 

** Where the lagger was , fellow. Dost think Sir Kooffe cares 
where thou spent thy day ! " 

"Well, theo, eccellenza, the lagger was Dear the Island of 
Capri, on the side next the MeditcrraneaD , which you know, 
S'nore, is od the side opposite to the bay, andnearas mightbe 
abreast of the honse of Giacomo Alberti — does your eccellenza 
know any thing of the house I mean ? " 

*^Not I; but teil your story as if I knew all about it. It is these 
particulars which give Yalue to a tale. How far from the nearest 
land? Mention that fact, by all mcans, if you happen to re- 
member." 

** Well, eccellenza, could the distance be measured now, I 
think it would prove to be about as far — not qnite , S'nore , but I 
say about — about as far as from the said Giacomo's largest fig- 
tree to the vines of Giovanni , bis wife*s cousin« S\ — I think 
just about that distance." 

**And how far may that be, friend? Be precise, as much 
may depend on your answers." 

** S'nore , that may be a trifle farlher than it is from the church 
to the top of the stairs that lead to Ana Capri." 

«Cospetto! — Thou wilt earn thy ducat speedily at thfs rate! 
Teil US at once in miles ; was the lugger one, two, six, ortwenty 
miles from your Island at the time thou speak'st of ?" 

"Eccellenza, you bid me speak of the iime^ in the second 
place, afterlhadtold you of the totere, in the flrst place. Iwish 
to do whatever will give you pleasure , S'nore." 

"Neighbour Tito Yiti ," put in the yice-governor, " it may be 
well to remember that this matter is not to be recorded as you 
would put on file the confessions of a thief : it may be better to let 
the honest boatman teil bis story in bis own way." 
The Jach O'Lanterm^ |5 
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**Aj, now the Teechy has set to work, I hop^ ve shaH get 
the worthofoarducat/' observedCuffe, inEnglish. 

** S'nori /' rejoined Raoul , * Mt shall be just as your eccellenzi 
say. The lagger yoa speak of was off the Island last evening 
steering towards Ischia , which place she mast bave reached in the 
course of the night, at there was a good land-wind froni the 
twenty-thlrd to the fifth hoar." 

*'This agrees with our account as to the time and place," said 
Grilfin; '' but not at all as to the direction the corsair was steering. 
We hear she was rather ronnding the southern cape for the Gulf of 
Salerao." 

Raonl Started , and gave thanks mentally that ho had come on 
board, as this Statement showed that bis enemies had received 
only too accurate Information of bis rccent movemcnts. He had 
bopes, boweyer, ofbeingableyettochangetheirintentions, and 
to pnt them on a wrong scent. 

'*S'nori/' Said he, **I shonld like to know who it is that 
mistakes south-east for nurtb-west. None of ourpilots or beatmen, 
I sbould tbinky coald ever make so great a blander. S*nore, yoa 
are an officer, and anderstand sach things ; and I will just ask yoa 
if Ischia does not lie north-west of Capri." 

**0f that fact there can be no manner of donbt," returned 
Griffin ; ' *it is eqaally trae that the Gulf of Salemo lies south-easi 
ofboth." 

** There, now! " interrupted Raoul, with a well-acted assump- 
tion of Talgar triam ph; *'I knew, your eccellenza, when yoa 
came to look into it, woold see the foUy of saying that a Tcssel 
which was standing from Capri towards Ischia was going on any 
other course than north-west ! '* 

'* But this fs not the question , amico. We all anderstand the 
bcarings of tbese Islands, which are the beariogs of the whole 
coastdownhere-away; bat the question is , which way the lugger 
was steering?" 

**I thought I had said, eccellenza, that she was headiog 
across towards Ischia," answered Raonl, with an air of obtuse 
innocence. 

'*If it be so, yoa give an account exactiy different from that 
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which has been sent to the admiral by the good bishop of yoar ovo 
Island. Ifaj I never eat another of bis own quails, if I thiok he 
would deceive us; and it is not easy to snppose a man like bim 
does not know north from soath." 

Raoiil inwardly muttered a malediction on all priests ; a class 
ofmen, whieh, rightlyenough, he believed to be united in their 
bostility to France. But It would not do to express this in bis 
assumed character; and be affected to listen, as one of hiselass 
ought to giye ear , to a fact which came from bis spiritnal father. 

*' North from south, eccellenza! Honsignore knows a great 
deal more tban that, if the tmth were said; though, Isuppose, 
these noble signori are acqnainted with the right reverend father's 
great infirmity?" 

**Not ve — none of us , I fancy , ever had the honour to be in 
bis Company. Surely, fellow, your bishop is a man of truth?** 

**Trnth! Tes, eccellenza, so true is he, that if he vere to 
teil me that the thing I saw myself had not, and could not have, 
happened , I should rather believe Monsignore than my own eyes. 
Still, Signori, eyes are something; and as the right rcTerend 
father has none^ or, what are as bad as none, for any use they 
tan be in looking at a ressel half a mile off, he may not always see 
what he thinks be sees. When Monsignore teils us that so and so 
is Gospel we all believe it; for we know the time has been when he 
einüd read; but we never think of going to bis door to ask which 
way a ship is steering, having the use of our own senses." 

<'Can this fellow teil us the tmth, GrifOn?" asked Guffe, a 
good deal mystified by Raoul's artifice , and his assumed simpli- 
city. *'If so, we shall be going exactly on the wrong scent by 
hauling round Campanella and running into the Gulf of Salemo. 
The French hold Gaeta yet , and it is very likely that Master Tvard 
may wish to keep a friendly port open under his lee ! " 

** You forget, Captain Cnffe, that his lordship has sent a light 
cruiser already up that way ; and Le Feu-Follet would hardly dare 
to show berself near one of our regulär fellows." 

**Umpb! I don't know that, Mr. Griifin; I don't exactly 
know that. The Proserpine is a * regulär fellow,' after a fashion, 
at least; and the Few-FoUy has dared to show herseif to her* 

15* 
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Jack oXantera! D— n me, Griffin, bat I think she is well 
Damed , now. I 'd ratber cbase a jack olantera in tbe Island of 
Sicily, tban be bunting afler such acbap; first be's bere, tben 
be 's tbere; and, presently, be 's nowbere. As for tbe sloop» 
sbe 's gone soatb, at my Suggestion, to look into tbe bays along 
tbe Calabrian coast. I told Nelson I wanted anotber sbip ; for, 
just so certain as tbis Rule — Raw-owl — wbat tbe d — 1 do you 
call tbe pirate, Griffin?" 

**Raoul, CapUin Cuffe; Raoul Tvard is bis name. 'T is 
tborougbly Frencb. Raoul means Rodolpb . " 

''Weil, I told Nelson if tbis lad sbould get to dodging round 
oneof tbe Islands, we migbt aswell set about playing 'puss-in- 
tbe-comer' by tbe week, as to tbink of driYlng bim off tbe land 
for a fair cbase. He works bis boat like a stage-coacb turning into 
aninn-yardl" 

"I wonder my lord did not think of tbis , and give us a sloop 
ortwo, tobelpus." 

''Catch NeL at thatl he mIgbt send one Euglisbman to look 
after two Frenchmen; but he 'd never dream of sending two 
Englishmen to look after one Frenchman." 

"Rut tbis is not a fighting matter, Sir; onlya cbase, and one 
Frenchman wiU ran faster tban two Englishmen , any day of tbe 
week/' 

"Sa-e-r*r>r-e," muttered Raoul, in a tone which he endea- 
Toured to snppress, and which was inaudible to all ears bat those 
of Andrea Rarrofaldi ; tbe Ylce-goyernor happening to stand nearer 
bis person just at that moment tban any other of tbe party. 

"Yery trae," answered Cuffe; "but so it is. We are sent 
alone; and if tbis Few-Folly gets in between Ischia and Procida, 
it will be easier to unearth a fox than to drive her out Single* 
handed. As for any more boat-service against her, I sappose 
yoa 've all had enough otthat?'* 

"Why, Sir, I ratber think tbe people would be sby," an- 
swered Griffin , with a liltle besitation of manner, and yet with tbe 
direetness and simpücity of a traly braye man. *'We most let 
them get OTer tbe last brash before they can be mach depended on 
for anj new set-to of that sort." 
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**Banl** mattered Raoal, quife uDcoDscious that he was 
OYerheard. 

^'Ne?ertheless , we must catch this fellow , if we wear out our 
shoes in the chase." 

All this time Andrea Barrofaldi and Yito Vit! were profouodly 
Ignorant of vhat was passing between the two officers, though 
Raoal listened eagerly, and well anderstood eyery syllable tbey 
uttered. Untfl this moment the vice-governor had been rather in- 
different and inattentive as to what occarred; bat the two ex- 
damations of Raoal awakened a vagae distrustin bis mind, which, 
while it had no direct object, was certainly pregnant with serious 
conseqaences to the Frenchman himself. Deep mortiGcation at 
the manner in which they had been daped by this celebrated pri- 
Yateersman, with a desire to absent themselves from the island 
until the edge was a little taken off the ridicale which they both feit 
they merited, blended with certain longings to redeem their 
characters, by assisting in captaring the corsair , were the reasons 
why these two wortbies, the depaty-goyemor and the podestä, 
were now on board the Proserpine. Cnffe had offered them cots 
in bis cabin, and seats at his table, in a moment ofconfidence; 
and the offer was gladly accepted. Andrea had not been on board 
theshipaday, however, before he became thoroaghly convinced 
of his atter uselessness ; a circumstance which added materially to 
the awkwardness of his sitaation. Like all well-meaning and 
simple-minded men, he had a strong wish tobedoing; andday 
and night he raminated on the means by himself, or discussed 
them in priyate dialognes with his friend, the podestä. Yito Yiti 
frankly admonished bim to pat his faith in Heayen ; affirming that 
something worth while woald yet turn up in the cruise to render 
the enterprise memorable; it being a habit with the magistrate to 
say an ave or two on all trying occasions , and then trust to God. 

''Too neyer knew a miracle, yice-goyernatore/' said Yito 
Yiti, one day, when they were discussing the matter by themselyes ; 
«you neyer knew a miracle come to pass, that another was not 
dose on Its heels; the flrst being a mere preparation for the last, 
and the last always proying to be the most remarkable. Now, 
when Anina Gotti feil off the cliffs, it was a miracle she didn't break 
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her neck; bat, when she roHed over iato the sea, It was a much 
greater that she vasn't drowDed ! " 

'*It is better to leave these tbings to the Chnrch, neighbour 
Yito/' was the vice-govemor's answer; *<Dordo 1 seethatthere 
bas been any miracle in the affair to start with." 

''How! — Do you not call ita miracle, Signor Andrea , that 
two sach men as yoa and I should be deceiyed , as we were beyond 
all doobt, by this knave of a French corsair? I lock npon it as so 
great a miracle myself, that it ought to follow, instead of going be- 
fore, its companion." 

To this Andrea made an answer suitable to bis greater Informa- 
tion , and the discourse took its nsaal direction towards the means 
of doing something to relieye the two fanctionaries from the stigma 
which they mntnally feit now rested on their sagacity; and that, 
too, as this sagacity might be considered conjointly or individaally. 

It was probably owing to this fever of the mind that the vice- 
govemor, a man usnally so simple and confiding, was now so 
snspicions and keen-sighted. The presence of Carlo Ginntotardi 
and Ghita had, at first, Struck bim as a little out of the common 
way ; and, thongb he could not distingnish their faces by the light 
of the moon , and at the distance at which they were placed in the 
yawl^ he fancied from the first that bis old acquaintances were in the 
boat which the ship was towiog. Now Andrea Barrofaldi certainly 
bad never, before that day , connected Ghita or her uncle in any 
manner witbRaoulTvard; bnt it was beyond dispote that the mys- 
terions manner in which they disappeared from the Island bad ex- 
dted some remarks ; and , in bis present State of mind , it was not 
an extraordinary circumstance that he had some distant and vague 
glimmerings of the truth. Bnt for RaouFs indiscreet exclamations, 
howerer, nothing probably would have come of these indistinct 
faneies ; and we are to refer all which foUowed to those unguarded 
out-breakings of the Frenchman's hnmonr, rather than to any 
very dear process of ratiocination on the part of the vice-govemor. 

Just as Cuffe made the declaration last recorded, Andrea 
stepped np to the spot wbere be and GrilBn were conrersing apart, 
and whispered a few words in the ear of the latter. 

<'The d«-l! ** exdaimed the lientenant, in English. <*If what 
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the vice<goverDor teils me be trae , Captain Coffe , the work is half 
done to oar hands ! "^ 

'*Ay, the veechy is a good fellow at the bottom, GrifBn; 
though he '11 never burn the bay of Naples. What has he to say 
now?" 

Griffin led his captain a little aside, and conferreda moment 
vith him alone. Orders were theo passed to the officer of the 
deck, wheaCufTe aod his compaoion went below, like men ina 
hurry. 

CHAPTER XVL 

Wbatcountryman, Ipray? 

Of Manlua. 
Of Mantua, Sir? — inarry, God forbidl 
And come to Padua , careless of your life. 

Taming ofth§ Shrew. 

DuRiNG the inomcntous five minates occupied in these private 
movements, Raoul affected to be gaping about in vulgär astonish- 
ment, examining the guns, rigging, Ornaments of the quarter- 
deck, d:c.; though, intrulh, nothing which passed among those 
near him escaped his vigilant attention. He was uneasy at the signs 
of the times, and now regretted his own temerity; but still he 
thought his incognito must be impenetrable. Like most persons, 
who fancy thcy speak a foreign language well, he was Ignorant, 
too , in how many little things he betrayed himself ; the English- 
man , eeeteris paribus , usually pronouncing the Italian betler than 
the Frenchman, on account of the greater affinity belween his 
native language and that of Italy in what relates to emphasis and 
Sounds. Such was the State of mind of our hero, then , as he got 
an intimation that the captain of the ship wlshed to see him below. 
Raoul observed, as he descended the ladder, to comply with 
what sounded very much like an order, that he was followed by the 
two Elban functionaries. 

The cabin-lamp was trimmed, and the privateersman found 
himself ander a strong light, as soon as he had crossed the thresh- 
old of the apartment. Cuffe and Griffin were Standing near the 
table , where the vice-governor and the podestä took their stations 
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also; giving the whole arrangement a most uDComfortable air of 
investigalion and justice. For an instant, Haoul vished that it 
was a portion of the Holy Inquisition rather than the tribunal be- 
fore which he now found himself so unexpectedly arraigned. 

*' You must be cool," said Griffin, as the other moved slowly 
up to the table, maintaining the outward signs of steadiness , but 
cursing in his heart the severe ordeal which he feit he was under* 
going ; ** do me the favour to put this silk handkerchief about your 
neck." 

*' S'nore , your eccellenza is pleased to joke ; we men of Capri 
think little of the nights, at this season of the year; still, as it 
seems to be your wish , I will honour myself so much." 

In that age , a black silk kerchief was the certain mark of a 
military man. The old-fashioned stock had gone out with all but 
old-fashioned people, and the new-fashioned Substitute did not 
make its appearance until mauy years later ; the present usage, 
indeed, having come in from an Imitation of the military mania 
which pervaded Christendom at the dose of the last general war. 
Black around the neck, properly relieved by the white of the linen, 
was then deemed particularly military; and even in the ordinary 
dress , such a peculiarity was as certain a sign as the cockade that 
the wearer bore arms. Raoul knew this , and he feit he was aidiug 
in unmasking himself by complying; but he thought theremight 
be greater danger should he refuse to assume the kerchief. 

^* Your eccellenza is making a prince of a very humble boat- 
man," said he, when his neck was fairly enveloped; **and my 
wife will think some great general is Coming wheo I enter the 
door." 

^<To help the delusion, friend, wear this also," contlnued 
Griffin , throwing the other one of his own undress uniform coats, 
his stature and that of Raoul being very nearly the same. 

The true State of the case was now becoming somewhat un- 
equivocal; nevertheless, as steadiness and compliance were his 
only hopes, Raoul did as desired, and stood with all bis upper 
man decorated in an English naval undress uniform , while the 
oether remained ä la lajoarone. 
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<* What say you oow, ▼ice-gOTernor?'' resamed Gtiffio ; '* here 
are ligbts and the dress?" 

*'I say that tbis gendeman has done me thehonour ofseveral 
Visits to my poor residence at Porto Ferrajo /' returaed Andrea; 
*'and tbat never has be been more welcome than be is at tbis mo- 
ment. SignorSmees, yoaareagreatloverofmasquerades, and 
make a camival of tbe wboie year. I trust your disünguisbed 
countryman, Sir Cicero, will bave it in bis power to convince tbese 
brave Inglese tbat all is done in pure pleasantry, and witbout a 
crime." 

*^ Messieurs " said Raoul, Stripping bimself of bis borrowed 
plumes , ** it is too late to feign any longer. (^ I am Raoul Yvard, 
asyousay, I am certainly no^ Le Feu-Follet/' 

**0f conrse you are aware, Monsieur," observed Griffin, in 
Frencb, **tbat you are a prisooer to His Britannic Majesty?" 

*' Sa Majest^ Britannique bas not made a conquest equal to bis 
success at tbe Nile ," returned Raoul , ironically; **butbebasme 
in bis bands. It is not the first time that I bave bad tbe bonour to 
beaprisoner-of-war, and tbat, too, in one of bis own ships.'* 

'* You are not to suppose tbat such will be your Situation now, 
Monsieur Yvard. We arrest you in a totally diflerent cbaracter." 

**Not as a friend, I trust, Monsieur; for I protest I bave not 
tbe smallest claim to tbe cbaracter; as witness a short interview off 
Porto Ferrajo, and an intercsting incident at tbe moutb of tbe 
Golo." 

** Your taunts may be spared , Sir ; fortune favoured you tben, 
we allow ; but now we arrest you as a spy." 

*^EspumI*' repeated Raoul, startiog; ^*tbat is an office I never 
Gontemplated, Monsieur, on Coming on board your sbip. You 
will do me tbe justice to acknowledge tbat it was only at your own 
invitation tbat I came on deck. 'T would be an infamy to pretend 
differentlyl" 

'* We will endure tbe infamy of our acts , Monsieur Yvard. No 
one aecuses you of baving come on board the Proserpine as a spy ; 
bntwben an enemy is fonndrowingaboutourfleet, which isan- 
ebored in a hostile bay, aod tbis in a disgoise iike yours, it mast 
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be a very scnipulous consclenee vhich hesitates to proDoonce him 
a spy, and liable to the punfshment of one." 

This was so true, that the oDlortODate young man now feit the 
eiceediog delicacy of his sitoatioD. In Coming into the bay, he had 
certainly been led by no other Intention than to find Ghita ; and yet 
he eould not bat confess to himself , that he should not have hesi- 
tated abont proGting, in his pnblic character, by any Information 
Incidentally obtained. He had subjected himself to the severest 
penalties of military law, by yielding to his passion for Ghita; and 
he could not discover a Single available excuse to plead in miti- 
gatlon. 

'*What does the poor devil say, Griffin ," asked Coffe» who 
feit regret that so brave an enemy should be reduced toso desperate 
a strait, notwithstanding his delermined hostility to all French- 
men ; *< do not bear too hard upon him at the first go ofif. Has he 
any excase for his disguise?" 

**The usual apology, no doubt, Sir ~ a desire to serve his one 
and undivided republic! If we should belieye all such chaps teil 
US, Captain Cuffe, we might go home and send deputies to the 
National Convention ; if , indeed , they would do us the favour to 
admit them to seats." 

'* Gentleman," said Raoul, in English, 'Uhere is no longer 
any occasion for an Interpreter between us ; I speak your language 
sufficiently well to make myself understood." 

*'I am sorry for your Situation , Mr. Yvard," said Cuffe , '* and 
wish, with all my heart, you had fallen Into our hands in open 
battle, instead of in this irregulär way." 

*'In which case, Monsieur le Capitaine , Le Feu-FoHet would 
have been in your power, also ! " returned Raoul , smiling ironi- 
cally; '*but, messieurs, words are idle now ; I am your prisoner, 
and must take my Chance wlth you. There is no necessity, how- 
ever, for causing others to suffer for my indiscretlon. I shall 
esteem it a favour, messieurs, If you will let the good people in the 
boat alongside pull ashore without molestation. It Is getting late, 
and we must now be nearly or quite abeam of the place where they 
wish to land ; which is the Marina Grande of Sorrento.' 
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*<Do yott wish us to onderstand that yoar companioos are not 
French, Honsiear Tvard ! " 

*^(hä, MoDsiear le Capitaine; there is not a Frenchman among 
them , I giye you my parole d^hormeurJ* 

** Of that fact, it may be well to satisfy ourselyes by an exami* 
nation , Captain Coffe ," pnt in Gri£Bn , drily. 

'*I have sent np to beg Mr. Winchester woald get these people 
on board." 

"There is a yonng woman in the boat, who is unaccnstomed to 
entering ships," interrupted Raoul , hastily, ** and I implore your 
tendemess in her behalf. Let the men come on board , if yoa 
think it necessary ; bat the signorina can neyer climb this frigate's 
sides!" 

'*We will see to that; more especially, Monsieur Tvard, as 
you appear to be so ninch interested in the lady's comfort. At pre- 
scnt, itwiil be my duty to put you undera sentry's Charge ; and 
that it may be done in a way the least offensive to yourself , your 
prison, for the night at least, shall be this cabin. Mr. Griffin, 
give Orders to the marine officer accordingly." 

In a few minutes, a soldier was introduced iuto the forward 
cabin , and Raoul was regularly placed under bis Charge. Not tili 
then did the oflicers retum to the quarter-deck. All this Urne, 
Ithuel , and bis companions in the yawl , were lefl to their own 
reflections» which were anything but agreeable. Matters had been 
condncted so quietly in-board, however, that they possessed no 
clue to what had actually occurred ; though Ghita , in particular 
was füll of forebodings and apprehensions. The frigate had towed 
them along at a rate which , as Raoul had said , had bronght them 
quite abreast of their landing, and within a league of it; and yet 
she showed no signs of an Intention to abate her speed, nor did 
any one appear at the gangway to speak to them. At length a 
boarse call was heard on deck, and the ship began to shorten sail. 
Her fore-eourse was hauied up, and the spanker was braiied; then 
the royals were clewed up and fnried; the top-gallant-sails 
foUowed; and presently the Proserpine was reduced to her three 
top-sails and jib. All this, finished just as Cuffe re-^ppeared on 
deck, was done by the watch , and in abont five minutes. As soon 
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BS sail was ihus taken io , the heim was put to port , the shlp eame 
up to the wind, od the starboard tack, and the main-topsail was 
laid to the mast , bringing the yawl uoder her lee, and close along« 
side of the ship. This manoeuvre was no sooner execated than a 
Seaman ran Ifghtly down the vesseFs side and entered the yawl 
After examiniog forward and aft, he called ont, '* all right, Sir, 
and shoved the boat off to a little distance from the frigate. The 
yard and stay-tackles feil at the next instant, were overhauled 
down , and hooked by the man in the boat. The boatswain's mate, 
in the gangway, piped ''haul-tant," and the slack of the tackle was 
pulled in; then followed a long steady blow of the call, piping 
**sway-away," and the boat, withallinher, rose from the water, 
and ascended as high as the hammock-cloths in the weist, when 
the stay-tackles took the strain , the yard-tackles ''eased-off," and 
the boat was landed in the weist of the ship as gingerly as if it were 
made of glass , and as steadily as if it had no more weight than a 
seaman's hammock. Ghita uttered a faint scream when she found 
herseif rising into the air, and then she hid her face, awaiting the 
result with dread. As for Carlo Giuntotardi, the movement aroused 
him a little from his customary apathy, and that was all; whereas 
Ithuel bethought him seriously of leaping into the water and 
slriking out for the land. He could swini a league, he thought; 
but there was the cerlainty of being followed by boats and over« 
taken ; a cousidcration which effectually curbed his impatience. It 
is not easy to describe the Sensation with which this man found 
himself once more standing on the deck of his old prison , with the 
additional danger of being detected and treated as a deserter. It 
may sonnd revolting at the present day, to suppose a case in which 
a foreigner was thrown by Tiolence into the military Service of a 
nalion , and then was put in jeopardy of his life because he used a 
privilege of natura to fly from such persecution as soon as circum- 
stances placed the means in his power. The last age, however, 
witnessed many scenes of similar wrongs ; and , it is to be feared, 
in despite of all the mawkish philanthropy, and nnmeaning pro- 
fessions of eterual peace which it is now the fashion to array 
against the experience of mankind , that the next age will present 
tbeir parallels, unless the good sense of America infüse into the< 
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federal legislative bodies jaster notions of policy, more extended 
Views of their owo duties, and more accurate opinioos of the con« 
ditions of the several commanities of Cliristendom than has 
marlLed their laws and reasoniog for the few past months. In a 
Word, the subject of all these tribulations feit an intimate convic- 
tion that his rights , legal and moral , wonid avail him but little on 
the present occasion. Then a man never does vrong» even in 
defence of that which is inherently his dne , without the secret con- 
scionsness that ^'evil may not be done that good may come of it; '' 
and Ithnel had a certain inward monitor to remind him that, mnch 
as he had in theway of jnstifiable complaint, he had carried the 
war into the enemy's conntry. 

The boat had no sooner tonched the deck than its cargo was 
handed out by the boatswain , who, keeping no watch , had not yet 
tnmed in; and who was almost as important afanctionary on board 
the Proserpine , as was Yito Yiti in the town of Porto Ferrajo. He 
examined each individnal as he or she landed, as he called It; Ghita 
attracting so mnch of his attention as completely to eclipse her 
companions. The soft air and manner of the girl appeared so 
winning indeed, by the light of the moon which now feil clear upon 
the decks, that all near her, including the officers, submitted tovery 
mnch the same influence. 

**So, so, Master Tvard,'* saidCuffe, inEnglish, 'Mfyon do 
come into an enemy's camp , incog. , it is in reasonably good Com- 
pany. That girl is Italian, Winchester; and she even seems 
modest!" 

'* Little Ghita 3 " exclaimed Yito Yiti , < * as I hope one day to lie 
in the bosom of Father Abraham! Bellissima Ghita, what has 
bronght thee here, and in such evil Company?" 

Ghita wasintears; bnt, nncertain howfarRaonl was committed, 
she stmggledfor self-command, and didsucceed in snppressing 
emotions which might otherwise have rendered his Situation more 
dangerons. Drying her eyes, she curtsyed to the Tice-governor and 
the podestä, and then answered the question : 

''Signori," said she, *4t is a relief to meet countrymen and old 
acquaintances on board this Strange ship; and I look to you for 
protection, I do not call it stränge or evil Company for an orphan-i 
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Biece to be on the water wlth her unele , and one who has eter been 
afatbertoher." 

'*Ah, svreenough, vice^gOTemor, this is Carlo Giuototardi, 
tfae unele, and the man who dwells somnch with the saints, even on 
earth , that he seldom speaks to a sinner. Bat thon knowest, litUe 
Ghita , that one of tby watermen Is no less a person than Raool 
Yvard , the wickedest corsair who sails out of France , and the pest 
and persecution of the whole Italian coast? Did the Church con- 
deseend to notice such an nnbelieving repnblican it would be to 
eommand aU its faithfnl tonnite in their prayers for bis de- 
stmction.'* 

**RaoalTvard!" repeated Ghita , with snfficient astonishment 
in her manner to satisfy any reasonable amonnt of wonder on the 
part of the other. " Are yon certain , Signor Podestä , of the tmtfa 
ofwbatyonsay?" 

''As certain as the eonfession of the party himself can make 
US.- 

'' Confession, Signore ! " 

*' Si , bella Ghita ; eonfession — yonr boatman — yonr man of 
Capri ~ your lazzarone, confesses himself to be neither more nor 
less than the Commander of that worker of iniquity, Le Feu- 
Follet." 

*' Does LeFeu-FoUet do more than other crulsers of the enemy ? " 
— bat Ghita feit she was becoming indiscreet, and she ceased. 

*«I do be]ie?e, Winchester," said Cuffe, '*that this is the Tery 
girl, and yonder is the very old man , who came into Nelson's cabin 
to-day with something to say about the poor prince who was exe« 
cuted Ulis afternoon ! " 

'' What could such people haye in common with the unfortunate 
Caracdoli!" 

"Sure enough — yet these are the people. The Qaeen of the 
fleet — cor Lady Admiraless had it all to herseif; and what passed 
between them in Italian I know no more than if It had been in 
Greek. She never told me , you may rest assnred , and , from the 
look of her eye, Iquestion a good deal if she eyer told Nelson." 

''I wlah to beayen bis lordship would cut adrift from bis moor- 
ings aloDgsideof that craft, Captain Caffe. Ido assure yoo, Slr,tba 
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fleet begins to talk loudly on tbe subject. Was It aoy other man 
there 'd be the devil to pay about it; bat ve can all stand a good 
deal frooEi Nelson and Brontä." 

'* Well, well ; let every man father bis own cblldren : yon ought 
to be quiet, Winchester, for he asked very kindly abont your hart 
to-day, and ivonld have sent you aboard some kniek*knackor other 
for the stomach; bntl told him you were all a-tanto again, and at duty* 
What between his head , and bis arm, and bis eye, be has become 
such a hulk himself that he thinks OTery wounded man a sort of 
relation. I should not complain , however , if the small-pox could 
lay hold of that beauty." 

'*Tbls has been a bad day's work for England, depend on it, 
Captain Caffe V 

**Well, if it has, St. Vincent and the Nile were £fw^ days' 
work; and we '11 let one balance the other. Inqulre of this young 
woman, Mr. Griffin , if I had not the pleasure of seeing her to-day 
on board the Foudroyant?" 

The question was put as desired, and Gnita quietly, but un* 
hesitatingly, answered in the affirmative. 

'*Then ask her to explain how she happened to fall into the 
Company of Raoul Tvard?" 

**Signori," saidGhita, naturally, for she bad nothing to eon- 
ceal on this point, *'we live on Monte Argentaro, where my uncle 
is the keeper of the Prince's towers. Yon know we have much to 
fear from the barbarians aloog all that coast; and last season, 
when the peace with France kept the Inglesi at a distance — I know 
not bowitis, signori, but they say the barbarians are always 
hardest on the enemies of Inghiltera — but, the past season a 
boat from a rover had seized upon my uncle and myself , and were 
carrying us off into captivity, when a Frenchman and his lugger 
rescued us. From that time we became friends; and our friend 
has often stopped near our towers to visit us. To-day we found 
him in a boat by the side of the English admiral's ship; and, as 
anold acqnaintance, he undertook to bring us to the Sorrentine 
shore , where we are at present staying with my mother's sister." 

This was told so naturally as to carry with it the conviction of 
its truth; and when Griffin had translated it, he did not fall to 



240 



assnre his superior that he woald pledge himself for the accurac^ 
ofthe Statement. 

*' Aj» you youDg laffs , GriffiD , are uever backward with your 
Towsybr or to pretty girls," aoswered Cuffe, **The girl does 
seem honest, howeyer; and, what is more extraordinary for the 
Company she is in, she seems modest, too. Teil her she shall 
not he harmedy thoagh ve cannot deprive carselves of the plea-* 
sure of her Company immediately. She shall haye the larboard 
state-room in my cabin until morning, where she and her nncle 
roay live a great deal more comfortably than in one of their ont-of- 
door Neapolitan rookeries. Honte Argentaro, ha! — That 's 
a bluff just beyond the Roman coast, and it is famonsly besprin- 
kled with towers — half a dozen of them , at least , within as many 
miles ; and who knows bnt this Jack-o*-Lantern may be extin- 
gaished some Gne morning shonld we fail of layingoorhands on 
now!" 

'*We can hardly fail of the last, Captain Cuffe, havingher 
Commander in our possession." 

Orders were then given to dispose ofthe prisoners^ leaving the 
boat on deck. Raoul was sent below, and put in a canvass state- 
room , the arms having been removed , even to the razors , and 
a sentinel placed at the door. Escape from such a Situation was 
impossible ; and as for self-violence , when ihat point was consi- 
dered, Cuffe had coolly remarlced — '^Poor devil; hanged he 
must be, and if he should be hIs own executioner, it will save us 
the discomfort of having a scene on board. I suppose Nelson will 
Order him to our fore-yard*arm as a jewel-block. I don't see why 
he cannot use a Neapolitan frigate for this job, too; theyaregood 
for nothing eise." 

*'I rather think, Captain Cuffe ^ he will swing on board his 
own lugger should we succeed in catching her," answered the 
lieutenant. 

'*By George, you 're right. Griffin, and that 's another indnce- 
ment for looking out sharp for the Few-Folly. How much better 
it would have been had we bumt them all in a bunch off the Golo 1 ** 

Then foUowed the arrangement by which the prisoner was put 
ioto the gan-room, as mentioned. Ghita and her uncle wer<» 
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shown iDto the empty cabin state-room, and mattresses were pro- 
vided OD whlch tbey might repose. Theo the captain and bis two 
gaests retired to the after*cabio, whither GriffiD was ioTited to 
aceompany them. Here the captain recollected that there had 
been a foarth individnal in the boat, aod he sent an order on deck 
for bim to come down for examination. Ithnel observing the 
attention of the officers occnpied by Ghita and her uncle, had Sto- 
len back towards his own yawl, of which he had taken possession, 
stretching himself out at length, with the apparent design to sieep, 
bnt, in reality, to keep himself "out of mind" by **remaining 
outofsight;" reserving, in petto, an intention tojampover- 
board , should the ship go near enough to the land to give him a 
Chance for his life , after the moon set. In this Situation he was 
fonnd , aroused from his lair , and led into the cabin. 

It has been mentioned that Ithuel would not consent to trust 
himself near the Proserpine^ withont disguising his person. Raoul 
being well provided with all the materials for a masquerade , this 
had been effected by putting a black curling wig over his own lank 
Sandy hair, colourfng bis whiskers and eye-brows, and trusting 
the remainder to the transformation which might be produced by 
the dress, or rather undress, of a Neapolitan waterman. The 
greatest obstacle to this arraogement had been a certain queue^ 
which Ithuel habitually wore in a cured eel-skin which he had 
brought with him from America eight years before, and both of 
which, ''queue and eel-skin;" he cherished as relics of better 
days. Once a week this queue was unbound and combed ; but 
all the remainder of its existence it continued in a solid mass füll 
two feet in length, being as hard and about as thick as a rope an 
inch in diameter. Now the queue had uodergone its hebdomadal 
combing just an hour before Raoul announced his Intention to pro* 
ceed to Naples in the yawl , and it would haye been innovating oa 
theonly thing that Ithuel treated with reverence, to undo the work 
nntil another week had completed its round. The queue, there- 
fore, was disposedof under the wig, in the best manner that its 
shape and solidity would allow. 

Ithuel was left in the fore-cabin , and his presence was an« 
nonnced to Cnffe. 
J1i€ Jack *Lant9m, \ 6 
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^'K'snt doubt some poor devil beloDgfng to the Few-FoIl}*s 
crew," observed the English captain, in a rather compassionate 
manner, *'and we can bardly think of stringing him up most pro- 
bably for obeying an order. Xbat would never do, Griffin ; so ve '11 
just Step out and overbaul bis log in Frencb , and send him off 
to England to a prison-sbip by the first return vessel." 

As this was said the four in the after-cabio left it togetber , and 
stood before this new prisoner. Of course Ithuel understood all 
that was said in English , while the very idea of being catechised in 
Frencb tbrewhim into a cold sweat. In this strait the idea sud- 
denly crossed bis mind that bis greatest security would be in feign* 
ing dumbness. 

**EeoiUe»j monami,'* commenced Griffin, in very respect- 
able English-Frencb, ''you are to teil me nothing but the truth, 
aod it may be all the better for you. You belong to the Fen-Follet 
of course?" 

Ithuel shook bis head in strong disgust, and endeavoured to 
make a sound which he intended to represent a dumb man Strug- 
gliog to utter the Word ''Napoli." 

''Whatis the fellow after. Griffin?" saidCuffe. *'Canitbe 
be doesn't understand Frencb ! Try him a touch in Italian , and let 
US see wbat be will say to that." 

Griffin repeated very much wbat be bad said before, merely 
changing the language , and received the same gagging sounds for 
an answer. The gentlemen looked at each other, expressive of 
their surprise. But unluckily for Ithuel's plan , he bad brought 
with bim from the Granite State a certain propensity to pass all the 
modulations of bis voice through bis nose; and the effort to make 
a suppressed sound brought that member more than usually into 
requisition , thereby producing a certain disagreeable combination 
which destroyed everything like music tbatcommonly characterbes 
the Italian words. Now , Andrea bad been Struck with this pe- 
culiarity aboat the tones of the American's voice in the interview at 
Benedetta's wine-house; and the whole connexion betweenRaoul 
and this Singular person being assoclated in hismind, thetrath 
flashedonhim, asitmightbe, ataglance. His previous suecess 
that night bad emboldened the worthy vice-governor; and, withoat 
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aoy remork, he valked steadily np to Ithuel, removed the wig, 
aod permitted the eel-skin qaeue to resume its natural position 
dowD the back of its owner. 

< * Ha ! — What , veechy ! " cxciaimed Coffe , laughing ; ' * you 
unearlb them like so many foxes to-Dight. Now, Griffin, hang 
nie if I dö not think I 've seen that chap before ! Isn't he the very 
man we found at the wheel of La Yoltigeuse when we boarded 
her?" 

''Lordblessme! Captain Cuffe — no^ Sir. This fellow is as 
long as two ofthat chap — and yet I know the face, too. I wish 
you 'd let me send for one of the young gentlemen , Sir ; they 're 
vorth all the rest of the ship at remembering faces. 

The permission was given, and the cabin-steward was sent on 
deck to desire Mr. Roller, one of the oldest midshipmen, and 
wbo was known to have the watch , to come below. 

*'Look at this fellow, Mr. Roller," said GrifHn, as soon as 
the youngster had taken his place in the group, **and teil us if 
you can make anything of him?" 

**It 's the lazy-rony, Sir, we hoisted in a bit ago, when we 
Struck the boat on deck." 

**Ay, no doubt ofthat; but we think we have seen his face 
before : can you make that out? " 

Roller now walked round the immovable subject of all these 
remarks; and he, too, began to think that the singular-looking 
object was no stranger to bim. As soon, however, as he gota 
sight of the queue, he Struck Ithuel a smart slap on the Shoulder 
and exclaimed : 

**Tou 're welcome back, my lad; I hope you '11 find your 
berth aloft as much to your mind as it used to be. This is Rolt, 
Captain Cuffe, the fore-top-man, who ran from us when last in 
England, was caught and put in a guard-ship, from whichthey 
sent US Word he stole a boat, and got off with two or three French 
prisoners who happened to be there at the moment on some in- 
quiry or other. Don*t you remember it all, Mr. Griffin — you 
may recollect that the fellow pretended to be an American." 

Ithuel was now completely exposed, and he at once perceived 
that bis wisest way was to sabmit. CulTe's countenance darkened ; 

16* 
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for he regardcd a deserter witli a species of professional horror, 
and the impressed deserter to whose senrices England had no 
other right tban ihat of might , wilh an additional degree of resent- 
ment which was very fairly proportioned to the inward conscious- 
ness he feit that a great wrong was done in detaining the man at 
all, There is nothiog extraordinary in these feelings ; a very com- 
mon resonrce, nnder snch circnmstances, being to imagine 
delinquencies which jastify us to ourselves by endeavouriog to 
believe that the subject of any act of our oppression at least merits 
the infliction. 

**Bo you dare to deny what Ibis youog gentleman bas just said, 
sirrah?" demanded the captaio. *'I now remember yoa myself ; 
you are Bolt , the fore-top-man , that ran at Plymouth/' 

''You M 'a run too^ Captain Cnffe, had you been in my place, 
had the ship been at Jericho." 

*^Enough — no impudence, Sir. Send for the master~at- 
arms, Mr. Griffin ^ and have the fellow ironed ; to-morrow we '11 
look into the affair." 

These Orders werc obeyed^ and Ithuel was removed to the place 
where the master-at-arms usually reigns on board ship. Cufle 
now gave the lieutenant bis congS, and then withdrew to the inner- 
cabin to prepare a despatch for the rear-admiral. He was nearly 
an hour writing a letter to bis mind ; bnt finally succeeded. Ils 
pnrport was as foUows : — He reported the capture of Raoul , ex- 
plaining the mode and the circnmstances under which that ce- 
lebrated privateers-man had fallen into bis hands. He then asked 
for Instructions as to the manner in which he was to dispose of bis 
prisoner. Havingcommunicatedtblsimportantfact, beventured 
some suggestions as to the probable vicinity of the Ingger , and the 
hopes he entertained of being able to find out her precise Situation, 
through the agency of Bolt , wbose condition he also explained, 
binting at the same time at the expediency of bringing both delin- 
quents as speedily as possible to trial , as the most certain manner 
of making them useful in seizing Le Feu-Follet. The letter con- 
cluded with an earnest request that another frigate , which was 
mentioned, her captain being junior to Cuffe, and a fast-sailing 
sloop which was lying off Naples, might be sent down to assist 
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faim in ''headingoif" the lag^er, as he feared tbat the latler was 
too swift to be overtakea by the Proserpine alooe , more especially 
10 the light Winds which prevailed. 

Wheo this letter was writteo, addressed, and sealed, Cuffe 
went 00 deck again. It was now nioe o'clock, or two bells, and 
Wiochester had the quarter-deck nearly to himself. All was as 
traoqnil and calm od the deck of ihat fine frigate as a moonlight 
night, a drowsy watch, a light wind, aod smooth water could 
render tbings, in a bay like that ofNaples. Gleamings of fire 
were occasionally seen over YesuYius, but things io that directioo 
iooked misty and mysterions , though Capri loomed up dark and 
grand a few miles to leeward , and Ischia was visible a confused 
but dislant pile on the lee-bow. An order from CuiTe , howeyer, 
set every-body in motioo. Yard aod stay-tackles were overhauled 
aod hooked oo, the boatswaio's-mate piped the Orders, and the 
first-cotter was hoisted over the walstcloths aod lowered into the 
water. ^'Away, there, yon first-cutters," had beeo hoarsely 
calied 00 the berth deck, and the crew were ready to enter the boat 
by the time the latter was lowered. The masts were stepped, 
Roller appeared io a pea-jacket to guard agaiost the night aür, and 
Cuffe gave hlm bis Instructions. 

**Set your sails, and Stretch over under the north shore, Mr. 
Roller/' Said the captain , who stood in the lee-gangway to give a 
last Word. ** Yon will fetch in about Queen Joan's palace. There, 
you had better take to your oars and pull up along the land. Re- 
member, Sir, tojoinusby the firstship which comes out; andif 
none is seot, to come dowo with the morniog breeze io the boat.'' 

Roller gave the eostomary ** Ay, ay, Sir ; " and the boat shoved 
off; as soon as from uoder the lee of the ship the luggs were set; 
aod half an hour later the night had swallowed up her form. Cuffe 
remained an hour longer, Walking the deck with bis Grst-liente- 
naot; aod theo, satisßed that the night would prove propitious, 
he went below, leaving Orders to keep the ship lyiog-to uotil 
moming« 

As for Roller, he puUed alongside of the Fondroyant just as 
the bells of the fleet were striking eight , or at midnight. Nelson 
was still up, writing in bis cabin. The despatch was delivered. 
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«nd theo the secretary of the admiral, with a clerk ortwo, were 
calied from their berths ; for nothing lagged that this active-minded 
man had in Charge. Orders were written, copied, signed, and 
sent to different ships by two o'clock , in order that the moming 
breeze might not be lost; and then, and not tili then, did the 
entployis think of rest. 

Roller left the flag-ship at two , having eaten a hearty snpper 
in Nelson's own cabin , and repaired on board the Terpsichore , a 
smart llttle frigate of thirty-two guns , twelve-pounders , with in- 
stmctions to her captain to receive him. Two honrs later this 
ship, in Company with another still snialler, the Ringdove, 18, 
left her anchorage under a cload of canvass , and stood down Ihe 
bay , carrying studding-sails on both sides , with a light wind at 
north- west , heading towards Capri. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

Speak to the business , Master Secretary; 
Why are we met in Councils 

King Henry rm. 

Whf.n the idlers of the Proserpine appeared on deck the 
following moming, the ship was about a leagne to windward of 
Capri, having forged well over towards the north side of the bay 
duringthe night, wore round, and got thus far back on the other 
tack. From the moment light returned look-oots had been aloft 
with glasses, examining every nook and corner of the bay, in order 
to ascerlain whether any signs of the Ingger were to be seen undcr 
its bold and picturesque shore. So great is the extent of this 
beautiful basin, so grand the natural objects which Surround it, 
and so clear the atmosphere , that even the largest shlps loom less 
than usual on its waters ; and it wonld have been a yery possible 
thing for Le Feu-Follet to anchor near some of the landings, and 
lie there nnnoticed for a week by the fleet above , unless tidings 
were carried to the latter by observers on the shore. 

Cuffe was the last to come on deck, six-bells, or seyen o'clock, 
' «triking as the occupants of the quarter-deck first lifted their hats 
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to him. He glanced aronnd him, and theo tnrned towards Griffin, 
who was now officer of the watch. 

*' I see two ships Coming down the bay, Mr. Griffin ," said he : 
^*no Signals y et, Isuppose, Sir?" 

** Certainly not , Sir , or they woold have been reported. We 
make out the frigate to be the Terpsichore , and the sloop I know, 
by her new royals, is the RiogdoYe. The first ship, Captain Cufife, 
brags of being able to travel faster than anything within the 
Straits!" 

*'I 'II bet a month's pay the Few-Folly walks away from her, on 
a bow-Iine , ten knots to her nine. If she can do that with the 
Proserpine, she '11 at least do that with Mistress Terpsichore. 
There goes a signal from the frigate now , Mr. Griffin , though a 
conjnrer could hardly read it, tailing directly on as it does. Well, 
qnarter-master, what do yon make it ont to be?" 

**It 's the Terpsichore's nnmber, Sir; and the other ship has 
just made the Ringdove's." 

*'Show ours, and keepa sharp look-ont; there *I1 be some* 
thing eise to teil ns presently." 

In a few minutes the Terpsichore expressed a wish to speak the 
Proserpine , when Cnffe filled his main-top>sail and hauled close 
upon a wind. An hour later, the three ships passed within hail of 
each other, when both the junior Commanders Iowered their gigs 
and came on board the Proserpine to report. Roller followed in 
the first cntter, which had been towed down by the Terpsichore. 

The Terpsichore was commanded by Captain Sir Frederick 
Dashwood, a lively young baronet, who preferred the actiye life of 
asailorto indolence and six thousand a-year on shore, and who 
had been rewarded for his enterprise by promotion and a fast fri« 
gate at the early age of two-and-twenty. The Ringdove was under 
a master-commandant , ofthename ofLyon, who was just sixty 
years old , having worked his way up to his present rank by dint of 
long and ardnoas Services , owing his last commission and his 
command to the accident of having been a lirst-Iieutenant at the 
battle of Cape St. Vincent. Both these gentlemen appeared simul- 
taneonsly on the qnarter-deck of the Proserpine, where they were 
duly received by the captain and all the assembled officers. 
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<<CiOod morrow to yoa, Guffe/' said Dashwood, givlDg ihe 
other the tip of bis fingers , as sood as the ceremonious part of the 
receptioD was over; and casting a glance, haif-admiriog, haif- 
critical, at the appearance of things on deck. — ** Wbat hasN^OD 
sentasdowQ bereaboat, tbis fine morniDg, and — eb! — bow 
long ba?e you bad tbose brass Ornaments on your capstan?" 

**Tbey were only put tbere yesterday, Sir Frederick; a little 
slnsb-money did it all." 

*'Has Nelson seen tbem? I ratber fancy not — tbey lellme 
he 's as savage as an Arab about knick-knackery, now-a-*days. 
What an a^ward job that was yesterday afternoon , by tbeway, 
Cuflfe!" 

'*It bas been a bad bnsiness, and, as an old Agamemnon, I 
vould give a year's rank tbat it neYer bad taken place." 

*'A year's rank! — tbat 's a great deal; a year woald set me 
back, bard agroond alongside of old Lyon, here. I was a lieii- 
tenant less tban tbree years since , and couldn't afford balf a year. 
Bat all you old Agamemnons tbink as mucb of your little Nel. as it 
hewereaprettygirl; isn'tittrae, Lyon?" 

**I dare say it may be, Sir Frederick ," answered Lyon ; ** and 
if you bad been tbe first-lieutenant of a two-decker off Cape St. 
Vincent ontbel4tbFebruary, 1797, you would bave tbougbt as 
mucb of bim , too. Here we were only Gfleen sali in all , — tbat 
is, of vessels of tbe line — witb the wind at — " 

**0h, hang your battle, Lyon, I 've beard all tbat, at least 
seyenteentimes!" 

''Well, if ye baave, Sir Frederick," returned Lyon, who 
was a Scotchman, **it '11 be just once a-year since ye war' bom, 
leaying out tbe time ye war' in tbe nursery« But we 've not come 
bere to eoüghten Captain Cnffe in these particulars, so mucb as 
in obedience to an order of the rear-admiral's — little Nel. as 
ye '11 be calHng bim , I suppose , Sir Frederick Dashwood ? " 

**Nay» it's you old Agamemnons, or old fellows, who gaYe 
bim tbat uame." 

'^Te'll please to excuse me, Sir," interruptedLyon, a little 
dogmatically : '* ye 've never beard me call bim anything but my 
lord, since bisMajesty» Godblessbim! was graciously pleased 
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to elevate him to the peerage — nothing but ^my lord/ and the 
* rear-admiral ; ' naval rank being entitled to its Privileges even od 
tbe tbrone. Many a kiog has been a colonel , and I see no dis- 
paragement in onc being an admiral. Won't ye be thinking, 
Captain Cuffe , tbat since my lord is madeDakeofBront<$, heis 
entitled to be called * Your Grace'? — all tbe Scottish dokes are so 
designated , and I see no reason vhy the rear-admiral shonld not 
have bis just dues, as well as the best of them." 

*'Let him alone for tbat," said Cuffe, laughing; **Nel. will 
look out for bimself , as well as for the king. But , gentlemen , I 
suppose you have not come down here merely for a morning walk 
— have I any reports to hear?" 

'*I heg your pardon , Captain Cuffe , but I was really forgetting 
my errand," answered Dashwood. **Here are Orders for you, 
and we are both directed to report to you. The lieutenant wbo 
brought the package aboard me , said there would be a spy to try 
and a lugger to catch. Did they teil you anything of this matter, 
Lyon?" 

*'No, Sir Frederick; not being inquisitive, I hear but Utile 
of what is going on in the fleet. My Orders are to report myself 
and ship to Captain Cuffe, for Service, which I have the honour 
now to do." 

** Well, gentlemen, here are further Instructions for you. This 
is an Order to hold a court, composed of Captain Richard Cuffe, 
of the Proserpine , president ; Captain Sir Frederick Dashwood, 
Bart., oftheTerpsichore, &c. d;c.; and Lyon, Winchester, and 
Spriggs, your first-lieutenant, Sir Frederick, for the trials of 
Raoul Yvard , a French Citizen , on the Charge of being a spy , and 
Ithuel Bolt, Seaman, &c., on the Charge of being a deserter. 
Here is everything in rule, and there are your respective Orders, 
gentlemen." 

** Bless me , I 'd no notion of this ! " exclaimed Lyon , who was 
greatly averse to this part of an ofBcer*s duty. ^'I 'd thought it 
altogether atrial of speed aftera Frenchman, for which purpose, the 
reai^admiral, ormylord, orhisgrace, whichever it may be right 
to callhim, had seen fit to bring three of bis fastest ships together." 

**I wish it was nothing but the last, Captain Lyon; but we 
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have the disagreeable duty of trying a spy and a deserter before us* 
Yoa will retura to your ships , gentlemen , and follow ns into an 
anchorage. I intend to bring up , at a Single anchor , under the 
shore at Capri , vhere we can lie daring the calm , and get through 
with onr conrts. The cases will be clear , and not detain ns long, 
and we can send look-oats up on the heights to examioe the sea 
and the coast outside. In the meantime , we must be busy lest we 
lose the breeze. You will attend to the Signal for the conrt." 

At this Order the two visitors got into tbeir boats , and the Pro- 
serpine again filled. The three vessels now made the best of their 
way towards the poiot ofdestination, anchoring off the town , or 
village, in the Island of Capri, just as two-bells strack. Ten mi- 
nutes later the Proserpine fired a gan , and ran up the flag which 
denotes the sittiog of a court-martial. 

Allhough it has not been deemed necessary to relate them , the 
reader will understand Ihat all the details required by the lawhad 
been observed as regards these trials, the promptilude of the pro- 
ceedings beiug partly characteristic of thedecisionoftheadmiral, 
but more in consequence of a wish to use the charges against the 
delinquents as a means of seizing the true hero of our tale , the 
little Feu-Follet. Wbile a mistaken , not to say a mawkisb , phi- 
lanthropy is unsettling so many of the ancient land-marksof So- 
ciety, and^ amongotherheresies, is preachiog the doctrine tbat 
*'the object of punishment is the reformation of the criminal;" it 
is a trath which all experience confirms, tbat nothing renders jus- 
tice so terrible , and consequently so eiBcient> as its promptitude 
and certainty. When all its requirements are observed, the 
speediest exercise of its fuDctioDS is the most conducive to the 
protection of society , the real motive for the existence of all human 
regulations of this nature; and it is a great merit of the much- 
abused English ordinances tbat the laws are rarely made stalking- 
horses for the beneGt of the murderer or the forger ; bat tbat once 
fairly tricd and convicted , the expiation of their crimes awaits the 
offcndcrs with a certainty and energy which leave the Impression on 
the Community which punishments were intended to produce. 
Tbat the American people have done well in liberating themselves 
from many of their inherited nsages and laws . is as certain as that 
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oue age has interests different from another, — one set of circum- 
stanccs governing principles atvariance with thosewbich preceded 
them; but it wonld be well , also, toremember, thatwbile moral 
cbanges are as necessary as physical exercise, there are trutbs 
wbich are eternal, and mies of rigbt and prudence wbich can never 
be departed from with imponity. 

When the members of the court mentioned assembled in the 
cabin of the Proserpine , it was with all the forms and exterior 
observances necessary to command respect. The officers were in 
fall dresSj the oaths were administered with so1emnity> the table 
was arranged with taste, and an air of decent gravity reigned over 
all. Little time , however , was lost unnecessarily , and the officer 
to whom had been assigned the duty of pr^v6t-marshal was di- 
rected to produce bis prlsoners. 

Raoul Yvard and Ithuel Bolt were brought into the cabin at the 
same moment, though they came from different parts of the ship 
and were allowed tohold no communication with each other. 
When both were present they were arraigned, and the accnsations 
were read to them. Raoul having adraitted his knowledge of Eng- 
llsh, no Interpreter was sworn; but the proceedings were con- 
ducted in the nsual manner. As it was intended to try the French- 
man Grst, and Ithuel might be wanted as a witness, the latter was 
taken out of the cabin again , courts-martial never permitting oue 
witness to hear what another has testified; although an ingenious 
Substitute for ears has been adopted of late, by Publishing in the 
Journals, from day to day, whatever passes, when the length of 
the proceedings will admit of such a device. 

*'We will now swear the Signor Andrea Barrofaldi," com- 
menced the judge-advocate , as soon as the preliminaries were ob- 
served. **This is a Catholic Bible, Sir, and I will put the oaths 
in Italian, if you will have the goodness first to swear me in as an 
interprctcr." 

This was done , and then the oath was duly administered to the 
vice-governor. Then came a few questions as to the Station, 
eountry, t&c. of the witness, after which, more material matter 
was inqaired foto. 
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'^SigDor yfce-goveroatore, do you know the prisoaer by 
sightt" demanded thc judge-advocate. 

'*S\; I have had the hoDour to receivehim in my residence In 
the Island of Elba/' 

**Under what name and circamstances was he known to you, 
Signore?" 

''Eh — he called himself Sir Smees, a capitano in the Service 
oftheEnglishking." 

'* What vessei did he pretend to command?" 

** Ze Ting-y-Ying- a lugger , which I have since had reason to 
think is Le Feu-Follet, a corsair under the French flag. Mon- 
sieur did me the favour to make two Visits to Porto Ferrajo in the 
character of Sir Smees." 

**And yoa now know that this is Raoul Yvard, the French 
privateersman yon have inentioned?" 

•*Eh — know? — I know they say this is the Signore Yvard, 
aod that ze Ving-y-Ving is Le Feu-Follet." 
^; '*They «ay, will not do, SignorBarrofaldi. Can you not say 
80 much of your own koowledge?" 

**Non, Signore." 

The court was now cleared ; when it re-opened, Vito Viti was 
sent for, and properly sworn, bis attention being particularly 
dirccted to the cross on the back of the book. 

'*Did you ever see the prisoner before this occasion, Signor 
Vlli?" demanded the judge-^dvocate, after the preliminary ques- 
tions had been put. 

'* Signore, oftener than it is agreeable to remember. I do 
not think that two grave magistrates were ever more mystified than 
werc the Tice-goyematore and myself ! Eh, Signori, thewisest 
Sonictimes bccome like sucking children when there passes a mist 
before the understanding." 

**Relate the circumstances under which this occurred , tothe 
court, Signor Podestä." 

''Why, Signori, the facts were just these. Andrea Barro- 
faldi , as you know , is the Yice-governatore of Porto Ferrajo, 
and I am ils uoworthy podestä. Of course , it is our duty to look 
inio all matters affecting the public weal , and more especially 
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fnto the basiness and occupations of strangers who come into 
our Island. Well , it is now three weeks or morc sioce a lugger, 
orfelacca, wasseen — " 

'^Which was it, a felacca, or a lugger?" demanded the 
jndge-advocate , holding bis peu ready to write the answer. 

*'Both, Signore; a felucca and a lugger." 

**Ah, tbcre were two ; a felucca and a lagger." 

**No, Signore, but this fclucca was a lugger. Tommaso 
Tonti vished to mystify me about that, too; butlhave ootbcen 
podestä in a sea-port so many years for nothing. No, Signori, 
there are all sorts of feluccas — sbip-felaccas , brig-felaccas, and 
lugger-felnccas." 

When this answer was translated the members of the court 
smiled , while Raoul Yvard fairly laughed. 

**Well, SignorPodestä," resumed thejudge-advocate, *'th6 
prisoner came into Porto Ferrajo in a lugger?" 

'* So it was said , Signore. I did not see bim aetually on board 
of her; bat he professed to be the Commander of a certain vessel, 
in the Service of the King of loghilterra, called ze Ting-y-Ying, 
and Said that bis own name was Smees, sk, il capitano, or Sir 
Smees.*' 

'* Professed? — Do you not know that this lugger was the 
notorious French privateer , Le Feu-Follet ? " 

"Iknowtheysay so, now, Signori; bat the vice-governatore 
and I supposed her to be ze Ying-y-Ying." 

**And do yoa not know that the prisoner is actoally Raoul 
Tvard — of your own knowledge , I mean?" 

** Corpo di Bacco I — How shoald I know any such thing, 
Signor Giudeca-avYOcato ! " exclaimed Yito Yiti, who literally 
translated what he understood to be the title of bis interrogator, 
thereby Converting him into a sort of sbip-felacca — *'how shonid 
Iknow any such thing! I do not keep Company with corsairs, 
except when they come upon our Island and call themselves * Sir 
Smees.'" 

Thejudge-advocateand the members of the court looked grave- 
1y at each other. No one in the least donbted that the prisoner 
Was Raoul Yvard ; but it was necessary legally to prove it before he 
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cottld be coDdemDed. Cufle was now asked ff the prisoner had 
not coDfessed bis own identity , but do ooe could say he had done 
so io terms , although much of bis conversation would seeni to 
iinply as much. Iq a word , justice was like to be in what is by no 
meaos an unusual dilemma for that upright functionary — viz. 
unabie to show a fact which no ooe doubted. At length Cuffe 
recollected Gbita and Ithuel, and he wrote their names on a piece 
of paper, and passed them down the table lo the judge-advocate. 
The latter nodded his head , as much as to say he understood the 
president's meaning; and then he told the prisoner he might 
cross-examiue the witness , if he saw fit. 

Raoul fully understood his Situation. Although he certainly 
had not entered the bay of Napics with any of the ordinary vicws of 
aspy, he was aware how far he had committed himself, and 
forcsaw the readiness with which his enemies would destroy htm, 
could they find the legal means of so doing. He also compre- 
hended the dilemma in which his accusers were placed for the 
wantof tcstimony, and at once resolved to turn the circumstance 
as much as possible to his advantage. Uotil that moment, the 
idea of denying his own identity had never crossed his mind; but 
perceiving what he fancied an opening for escape, it was but 
natural to avail himselfofits protection. Turning, then, tothe 
podestä, he put his questions in Englisb, that they might go 
fairly througb the same process of interpretation as the rest of the 
examination. 

**Yonsay, Signor Podestä," he commenced, *Hhatyousaw 
nie in the town of Porto Ferrajo , and in the Island of Elba? " 

^* S) — in which town I have the hooour to be one of the 
authorities." 

** You say I professed to command a ?essel in the Service of the 
King of England ; a felucca called ze Ying-and-Ying? " 

"Sl— ze Ying-y-Ying — the Commander of that felucca." 

**I understood youto say, Mr. Podestä," put in Lyon, 'Hhat 
the crafl was a lugger?" 

*'A felucca-lugger, SIgnor Capitano, — nothing more nor 
iess than that , on my honour." 

**Aod all these honourable offlcers well know," observed 
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Raoul, ironically, **that a felucca-lugger, aod a lugger suchas 
Le Feu-Follet is understood to be , are very different things. Now, 
Signor , you have never heard me say that I am a Frenchman l '* 

^^Non — you bave not been so weak as to coofess tbat to one 
\rho bates tbe name of the Francese. Cospetto ! If all the Grand 
Duke's subjects detested bis enemies as I do , he would be tbe 
most powerful prince in Italy ! " 

^'No doubty Signore; and now sufiTer me to inquire if you 
beard any otber name for that felucca, than ze Ying-and-Ying? 
Did I ever call her Le Fea-Follet?" 

^^Non — always ze Ving-y-Ving; never anytbing eise ; but — " 

**Tour pardon, Signore; bave the goodness to answer my 
questions. I called the felucca ze Ying-and-Ying; and I called 
myself Le Capitaine Smeet; is it not true?" 

<« Si — Ying-y-Ying and il capitano Smees — Sir Smees; a 
signore of an illustrioas English family ofthat name, if I remem- 
ber right." 

Raoul smiled , for he was conüdent this notion proceeded 
principally from the self-illusion of the two Italians, themseives; 
the little be had said od the subject, having been drawn out more 
by their suggestions than by any design on bis part. Still, he 
did not deem it prudent to contradict the podestä, who as yet 
had testiGed to nothing which could possibly criminate bim. 

'*If a young man bas the vanity to wish to be thought noble/' 
answered Raoul , calmly, *Mtmayprovehisfolly, butitdoesnot 
prove bim a spy. You did not hear me confess myself a French- 
man, you say; now did you not hear me say I was born in 
Guerosey?" 

**Sl, the Signore did say that the family of Smees came from 
that Island — as tbe vice-governatore calls it, though I acknow- 
ledge I never heard of such an Island. There are Sicilia, Sar- 
degoa, Elba, Caprea, Jschia, Irlanda, Inghilterray Scozia, 
Malta, Capraya, Pianosa, Gorgona, and America, withseveral 
more in the east; but I never beard of such an Island as Guernsey ! 
Sl, Signore; wearebumblepeople, and I bope modest people in 
the Island of Elba, but we do know something of the rest of the 
. World y notwithstanding» If you wish to hear these matters 
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toQched on ingeDionsly however , you will do well to call in the 
vIce-gOTernatore for half an hour, and invite him to open his 
Stores of knowledge. San Antonio ! — I donbt if Italy has bis 
eqoal — at Islands in particnlar." 

««Good/* contiDued Raoul; **aDd now teil these officers, 
Signor Podest^ , if you can say on yonr oath that I had anything 
to do with that felucca ze Ving-and-Ving, at all." 

'^Icannot, Signore, except from yonr own words. Youwere 
dressed like one of these oiBcers here, in an English uniform, and 
said you commanded ze Ting-y-Yiog. Wblle speaking of Islands, 
Signori , I forgot Palmavola and Ponza , both of whieh we passed 
In this ship , on our Yoyage from Elba." 

'* Good — it is always well to be particular «oder oath. Now, 
Signor Podestä , the result of all your evidence is , that you do not 
know that the felucca you mention was Le Feu-Follet, that I am 
aFrenchman eyen, much less that I am Raoul Tvard, and that I 
told you I was from Guernsey, and that my name was Jaques 
Smeet— isituotso?" 

**S\f you dfd say your name was Giac Smees, and you did not 
say you were Raoul Tyard. Rut, signore, I saw you firing your 
cannon at the boatsof this frigate, with French colours flying, and 
that is some sign of an enemy , as we understand these matters in 
Porto Ferrajo." 

Raoul feit that this was a direct blow; still, itwauted the 
connecting link to make it testimony. 

"Rat you did not see me doing this? — Tou mean you saw ze 
Ting-and-Ying in a combat with the frigate's boats." 

**Si — that was it — but you told me you were Commander of 
ze Ving-y-Viüg." 

**Let US understand you," put in the judge-^dvocate , '*isit 
the Intention of the prisoner to deny his being a Frenchman and an 
enemy?" 

**It is my Intention, Sir, to deny CYerything that is not 
proved." 

"Rut your aecent — your English — nay, your appearance, 
Show that you are a Frenchman." 

"Tour pardon, Sir. There are manj nati<ms that speak 
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French, which are not French, to~day. All aloog the north 
fronlier of France is French spoken by foreigners — Savoy, and 
Geneva , and Yaud , also the English have French subjects in the 
Canadas , besides Guernsey and Jersey. You will not hang a man 
because bis accent is not from London?" 

"We shall do yon justice , prisoner," observed Cuffe , •'and 
you shall have the beneßt of every doubt vhich malses in your 
favour. Still it may be well to inform you that the impression of 
your being a Frenchman and Raoul Yvard is very strong; and if 
you can show the contrary , you would do well to prove it by direct 
testimony." 

" How will this honourable court expect that to be done? I was 
taken in aboat last night, and am tried this morning, atanotice 
as Short as that which was given to Caraccioli. Give me time to 
send for witnesses, and I will prove who and what I am." 

This was said coolly , and with the air of a man assured of bis 
own innocence , and it produced a slight effect on bis judgcs ; for 
an appeal tothe unvarying principlesof right seldom falls unheeded 
on the ear. Nevertbeless^ there could be no doubt in the minds 
of the officers of the Proserpine, in particular, either as to the 
character of the lugger, or as to that of the prisoner; and men 
under such circumstances were not likely to allow an enemy who 
had done them somuch injury toescape. The appeal onlyrendered 
them more cautious , and more determined to protect themselves 
against any Charge of unfair proceedings. 

^'Have you any further questions to put to the witness^ pri« 
soner?" inquired the president of the court. 

"None at present, Sir. We will go on, if you please^ 
gentlemen." 

"CalllthuelBoIl/' said the judge-advocate, reading the new 
witness's name from a listbefore bim. 

Raoul Started; for the idea of the American's being brought 
forward in this capacity had never occurred to bim. In a minute 
Ithuel appeared , was sworn , and took bis place at the foot of the 
table. 

^'Your name is Ithuel Bolt?" observed the judge-advocate» 
holding bis pen in readiness to record the answer. 
The Jach O'Lantem, n 
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''So (bey say aboard here," answered the wltness^ eoollj; 
«( thougb, for my part, I Ve no answer to glve to such a questf on." 

••Do you deuy your name , Sir?" 

**I deny nothing — want to say nothing , or to have anythiDg to 
do with this trial or this ship." 

Raoul breathed easier; for to own tbe truth , be bad not much 
confidence in IthaeFs coostancy or disinterestedness; and be 
apprehendcd that be bad been purchased with the promise of a 
pardon for bimself. 

*'Tou will remember that you are under oath, and may be 
punished for contumacy on refusing to answer." 

«•I 've some gineral ideesof law," answered Itbuel, passing 
bis band over bis queae to make sure that it was right, ** for we all 
do a little at that in Ameriky. I practised some myself , when a 
young man^ though it was only afore a justice-peace. fFe used to 
hold that a witness needn't answer ag'in himself." 

**Is it, theo, on a€COuntof criminating yourself that you answer 
thus vaguely?" 

**I decline answering that question," answered Itbuel, with 
an air of dignity. 

** Witness, have you any personal kuowledge of tbe prisoner?" 

**I decline answering that question , too." 

**Do you know anything of such a person as Raoul Yvardt" 

**What if I do? I 'm a native American, and have a right to 
form acquaintances in foreign lands , if I see it 's to my intcrest, 
or it 's agreeable to my feelin*s." 

**Have you never served on board bis Majesty's ships?" 

** What majesty? — there 's no majesty in Ameriky, as I know, 
but the majesty of heaven." 

** Remember that your answers are all recorded , and may teil 
agafnst you on some other occasion." 

"Not lawfully: a witness can't be made to give answers that 
teil ag'in bimself." 

*'Certainly, not made to do it; still be may <fo U of bis own 
accord." 

**Thcn it 's the duty of the court to put bim on bis guard : I Ve 
beerd (bat ag'in and ag'in in Ameriky." 



259 

<*Did yoQ eyer see a ressel calied Le Feu-FoUet?" 

**How in natar' is a mariner to teil all the yessels he may 
bappen to see on the vide ocean?" 

**Did you ever serve under the FreDch flag?" 

'*I decliae enteriog at all into iny private affairs. Belog free, 
I 'm free to sarye where I please/' 

'^It is useless to ask this witness aoy farther questions ,** Cuffe 
quictiy observed. *^The man is vell known in this ship, and 
liis own trial will most probably take place as soon as this is 
ended." 

The judge-advocate assented, and Ithuel was permitted to 
withdraw, bis contumacy being treated with the indifference which 
power is apt to exhibit towards weakness. Still there was no legal 
proof OD which to convict the prisoner. No one doobted bis guilt, 
and there were the strengest reasons, short of a downright cer- 
tainty, for supposing that he commanded the lugger which had so 
reccntly fought the boats of the very ship in which the court was 
fiitting; but, notwilhstanding, supposition was not the evidence 
which the laws required; and the recent execution of Caraccioli 
had made so much conversation that few would condemn without 
seeing their justification before them. Things were really bccoming 
seriously awkward,and the court was again cleared for the purpose 
of consultatioo. In the private discourse which followed, Cuffe 
stated all which had occurred, the manner in which Raoul had been 
identified, and the probabilities , — nay, moral certainties of the 
case. At the same time he was forced to allow that he possessed 
no direct evidence that the lugger he had chased was a Frenchnian 
at all, and, least of all, Le Feu-Follet. It is true she had wom 
the French flag; but she had also worn the English^ and the 
Proserpine had done the same thing. To be sure, the lugger had 
fought under the drapeau tricolor, which might be taken as a strong 
circumstance against her; but it was not absolutely condusive, 
for the circamstantces might possibly justify deception to the last 
moment; and he admltted that the frigate herseif had appeared to 
fire at the batteries under the same ensign. The case was allowed 
tobeembarrassing; and while no one really doubted the identity 
of Raoul, those who were behind the curtain greatly feared they 
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tnight be cotaipelied (o adjonrn thetrial for wantof evidenee, instead 
of making ao immediate sentence the means of getting possessioo 
of the lagger, as had beeo hoped. When all these points had been 
sufficiently discnssed, and Cuffe had let bis brethren into bis view 
of the real State of the case , he pointed oat a course which he still 
trasted wonld proTe effectual. After a few minutes of further 
deliberatioD od this iDformation , the doors were opeoed , and the 
coart resamed its public sitting as before. 

"Let a young woman ^ho is known by the name of Gbita be 
brought innext," safd the judge-advocate , Consulting bis notes. 

Raonl Started, and a shade of deep concern passed over bis 
face; bat he soon recovered, and seemed nnmoved. Ghita and 
her uncle had been taken from the cabin state-room , and placed 
below, in order that the private consultations might be perfectly 
secret, and it was necessary to wait a few minotes until she could 
be summoned. These past, the door opened, and the girl entered 
the room. She cast a glance of tender concern at Raoul ; but the 
noTelty of her Situation , and the awful character of an oath , to 
one of her sensitive couscience and utter inexperience, soon drew 
her attention entirely to the scene more imtnediately before her. 
The judge-advocate explained the nature of the oath she was 
required to take , and then he administered it. Had Ghita been 
taken less by surprise, or had she in the least foreseen the 
consequences , no human power could have induced her to submit 
to be swom; but, Ignorant of all this, she submitted passively, 
kissing the cross with reverence, and even offering to kneel as she 
made the solemn protestation. All this was painful tothe prisoner, 
who distinctiy foresaw the consequences. Still , so profound was 
bis reverence for Ghlta's singleness of heart and mind, that he 
wonld not by look or gesture in any manner endeavour to under- 
mine that sacred love of tnith which he knew formed the very 
fonndations of her character. She was aceordingiy swom, withool 
anythfng occurring to alarm her affecüoas, or to apprlse her of 
what might be the sad resalt of the aet« 
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CHAPTER XVIIL 

Hieetubique? ThenweHfbiftoargiouiid: — 

Come hither, gentlemen. 

And lay your hands upon my swoid: 

Swear by my sword." üamJtf; 

'*YoL'A name is Gbita /' commencedtiiejodge-«dTO€a(ey ex- 
amining bis memoraDda — '* Gbita wbat?" 

'^GbitaCaraccioH, signore/' answered the girl , InaYoiceso 
gentle and sweet as to make a friend of every listeaer. 

The name, bowever, was not beard witboat prodacing a general 
Start, and looks of sorprise were excbanged amoDg all in tbe room ; 
most of tbe officers of tbe sbip wbo were not on duty being present 
as spectators. 

" Caraccioli ! " rcpeated the judge-advocate, witb empbasis. 
**Tbat is a great name in Italy. Do yon assume to belong to tbe 
illustrions boase wbicb bears this appellation?" 

" Signore, I assnme to own nothiog wbicb is illustrions , being 
merely a bunible girl wbo lives witb ber uncle in tbe prince's 
towers ou Monte Argentaro." 

**How bappens it, tben , that you bear tbe distinguisbed name 
of Caraccioli , signorina ?" 

**Idaresay, Mr. Medford/* observcd Cuffe, in English, of 
course , *' that tbe young woman doesn't know berself wbence sbe 
got the name. These matters are managed very loosely in Italy." 

^* Signore," resnmedGhita, eamestly, after waiting respect- 
fuUy for tbe captain to get through, «*I bear tbe name of my fatber, 
as is usual witb cbildren; but it is a name on wbicb a heavy dis- 
grace bas fallen so lately as yesterday; kis fatber baving been a 
sigbt for the tbousands of Napfes to gaze on, as bis aged body bnng 
at tbe yard of one of your sbips." 

**And do you elaim to be tbe grand-dangfater of that unfortunate 
adrairal?" 

** So I bave been taught to consider myself. May bis soul rest 
in peace , which bis foes would not grant to bis body ! That crimi- 
nal , as you doubtless belleve bim , was my fatber's fatber » Ihough 
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few knew !t when he was honoared as a prince and a high officcr of 
the king/' 

A deep sllence followed ; the singnlarity of the circoinstance, 
and the air of truth which pervaded the manner of the girl , oniting 
to produce a profoand sensatioD. 

**The admiral had the repatation of being chüdless," obserred 
Cuffe, io an under-tone. **]>oubtless this girFs father has been 
the consequence of some irregulär connexion." 

**If there has been a promise , or any words of recognition ut- 
tered before witnesses/' mutteredLyon, **accordin' to the laws 
ofSootland, issue, andafewpairtenant expressions, will spiice 
a couple as strongly as je 'U be doing it in England before either of 
the archbishops." 

**A8 this is Italy, it is not probable that thesame law ruies 
here. — Remember/' addressing himself to Ghita, **you are 
sworn to teil the trath, the whole truth, and nothiog but the truth." 

Ghita's heart beat violently, and the colour came into her face 
with the impetuosity of sensitive alarm. She had no knowledge of 
Courts, and the object of the inquiry was unknown to her. Then 
followed the triumph of innocence; the purity of her mind, and 
the quiet of her conscience re-assuring her, by bringing the strong 
conviction that she had no reason to blush for any sentiment she 
might happen to entertain. 

'*Signore," saidshe, droppingher eyes to the floor, for the 
gazeof all the court was fastened on her face, **I am acquainted 
with Raoal Yvard, the person you mention ; this is he who sits be- 
tween those two cannon. He » a Frenchman, and he does com- 
mand the lagger called the Feu-Follet." 

**I knew we shonld get it all by this witness," exciaimed Cuffe, 
nnable to suppress the relief he feit at obtaining the required testt- 
mony. 

'*Toa say that you know this of your own knowledge," re- 
sumed the jndge-advocate. 

*' Messieurs," saldRaoul, rising, ** will you grantmeleaveto 
speak? This is a cruel scene ; and rather tban endure it, — rather 
than give this dear girl the cause for fulare pain which I know her 
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answers will bring, I ask that yoa permit her to retire, when I 
promise to admit all that yon cao possibly prove by her means.*' 

A Short consultation followed, theo Ghita was told to wilh- 
draw: but the girl had taken the alarm from the coantenance of 
Raoul, although she did not understand what had passed in Eng- 
lish , and she was relnetant to qait the place in ignorance. 

**Have I Said anght to injure thee, Raoul?" she anxiously 
asked. **I was sworn on the Word of God, and by the sacred 
cross: had I foreseen any härm to thee, the power of England 
wonld not have made me take so solemn an oath , and then I might 
haye been silent." 

**It matters not, dearest, the fact must come out in some way 
er other, and in due time you shall know all. — And now, Mes- 
sieurs ," (the door closing on Ghita , ) ** there need be no further 
concealment between us : I am Raoul Yvard , the person you take 
me for , and the person whora some of you must well know me to 
be. I fought your boats, Monsieur Cuffe, avoided your brulSty 
and led you a merry chase round Elba. I deceived the Signor Bar- 
rofaldi and his friend the podestä , and all for love of this beautiful 
and modest girl who has just left the cabin , — no other motive ha- 
Ting carried me into Porto Ferrajo, or into this Bay of f^aples, on 
the bonour of a Frenchman ! " 

**Umph!" muttered Lyon. **It must be admitted, Sir 
Frederick, that the prisoner appeals to a most eligible Standard.** 

On another occasion , national antipathy and national prejudice 
might have caused the rest of the court to smile at this sally ; but 
there was an earnestness and sincerity in the manner and coun- 
tenance of Raoul , which, if they did notcommand entire belief, 
at least commanded respect. It was impossible to deride such a 
man ; and long-cherished antipathies were rebuked by his spirited 
and manly declarations. 

"There will be no further occasion for witnesses, Mr. Judge- 
advocate, if the prisoner be disposed to acknowledge the whole 
truth," observed Cuffe. **It is proper, however, Monsieur Yvard, 
to apprise you of the possible consequences. Tou are on trial for 
your life, the Charge being that of Coming on board an English 
ship in disguise, or rather into the centre of an English fleet, you 
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belog an alien enemy, engaged in carrying on opea warfare against 
his Majesty/' 

*' I am a Frenchmao , Monsieur, and I senre my country/' an- 
swered Raoul , vith dignity. 

** Your right to serve your country no one will dispute ; bat yoa 
must know that it is against the laws of ciTÜized warfare to act the 
part of a spy. You are now on your guard , and will decide for 
yourself. If you have any thiog to say we will bear it." 

** Messieurs , tbere is little more to be said ," answered Raoul. 
*'That I am your enemy , as I am of all those who seek the down- 
fall of France , I do not deny. You know who I am , and what I 
am, — and I have no excuses to make for being either. As brave 
Euglishmen you will know how to allowfor the love which a 
Frenchman bears his country. As for Coming on board this ship, 
you cannot bring that as a Charge against me , since it was at your 
own invitation I did it. The rights of hospitality are as sacred as 
they are general." 

The members of the court eichanged significant glances with 
each other, and there was a pause of more than a minute. Then 
the judge-advocate resumed his duties , by saying — 

**Iwishyou to understand, prisoner, the precise legal effect 
of your admissions ; then I wish them to be made formally and de-* 
liberately; eise we must proceed to the examination of other wit- 
nesses. You are said to be Raoul Yvard , an allen enemy , in arms 
against the king." 

** Monsieur, this I have already admitted; it cannot honour-' 
ably be deuied." 

**You are accused of Coming on board his Majesty*s ship Pro- 
serpine disguised, and of calling yourself a boatman of Capri, 
when you were Raoul Yvard, an allen enemy, bearing arms against 
the king.'' 

**This is all troe; but I was invited on board the ship, as I 
have just stated." 

** You are furthermore accused of rowing in among the ships of 
his Majesty , now lying in the Ray of Naples, and which ships are 
under the Orders of Rear-admiral Lord Nelson , Duke of Rront^» 
in Sicily , you being in the same disguise , though an allen enemy» 
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%lth the intent to niake your observations as a spy , aod doubtiess 
to avail yoursdf of Information thns obtaloed , to the injiiry of big 
Majesty's sabjects , and to your own advantage aod that of the na- 
tion you senre." 

'* Monsieur, this is not so — parole iC kormevr , I weot into 
tlie bay in search of Ghita Caraccioli, who has my whole heart, 
and wbom I would persaade to become my wife. Nothing eise 
carried me into the bay; and I vore this dress because I might 
otherwise have been known and arrested." 

"This is an important fact, if you can proveit; for, though 
it might not technically acquit you , it would have its effect on the 
commander-in-chief, when he comes to decide on the sentence 
ofthiscourt." 

Raoul hesitated. He did not doubt that Ghita, she whose 
testimony had just proved so serious a matter against him , would 
testify that she believed such was alone bis motive ; and this, too, 
in a way, and with corroborative circumstances which would carry 
weight with them : more particularly as she could testify that he 
had done the same thing before in the Island of Elba, and was 
even in the practice of paying her flying Visits at Monte Argentaro. 
Nevertheless Raoul feit a strong reluctance to have Ghita again 
brought before the court. With the jealous sensitiveness of true 
love , he was averse to subjecting its object to the gaze and com- 
ments of the rüde of bis own sex; then he knew bis power over 
the feelings of the girl, and had too much sensibility not to enter 
into all the considerations which might influence a man on a point 
so delicate ; and he could not relish the idea of pnblicly laying bare 
feelings which he wished to be as sacred to others as were to him- 
seif. 

**Can you prove what you have just averred, Raoul Tvard?" 
demanded the judge-advocate. 

** Monsieur , 1 fear it will not be in my power. There is one — 
but — I much fear it will not be in my power — unless, indeed, 
I am permitted to examine my companion; he who has already 
been before you." 

'*You mean Ithuel Rolt, I presume. He has not yet been 
regularly before us, but you can produce him, or any other wit-^ 



266 



ness; the coart reserving to itself the rfght to decide aflerward^ 
on the merit of the testimony." 

*^TheD, Monsieur, I could wish to have Etoo-eU here.'^ 

The necessary directions were given , and Ithnel soon stood io 
the presence of his judges. The oath was lendered, and Itbuel 
took it Hke a man who had done snch things before. 

*^Your name is Ithnel Bolt?" commencedthejndge-odvocate« 

*' So they call me on board this ship ; bnt if I am to be a wit- 
ness , let me swear freely ; I don't wish to have words put into my 
mouth , or idees chained to me with iron." 

As this was said, Itbuel raised his arms, and exhibited his 
handcuffs , which the master-at-arms had refused to remove , and 
the officers of the court had overlooked. A reproachfül glance 
from Cuffe , and a whisper from Yelverton , disposed of the dif- 
iiculty — Itbuel was released. 

**Now I can answer more conscientiously/' continued the 
witness, grinning sardonically; *'when iron is eating into the 
flesh a man is apt to swear to what he thinks will be most agreeable 
to his masters. Goon, 'squire, ifyoubaveanytbingtosay." 

** You appear to be an Englishman/' 

" Do I? Then I appear to be what I am not. I 'm a native of 
the Granite State, in North America. My fathers went to that 
region in times long gone by , to uphold their religious idees. The 
wbole country thereabouts sets onaccountable störe by their Privi- 
leges." 

**Do you know the prlsoner, Itbuel Bolt, — the person who is 
calledRaoulYvard?" 

Itbuel was a little at a loss exactly how to answer this question. 
Notwithslanding the high motive which had led his fathers into the 
wilderness , and his own peculiar estimate of his religious ad- 
vantages, on oath had got to be a sort of convertible Obligation 
with bim ever since the day he had his first connexion with a 
custom-house. A man who had sworn lo so many false invoices 
was not likely to stick at a trifle in order to serve a friend ; still , by 
denying the acquaintance, he might bring discredit on himself, 
and thus put it out of his power to be of use to Raoul on some more 
materia! point. As between himself and the Frenchmao there 
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eiisted a remarkable moral discrepancy; for while he who prided 
himself on his religioas aocestry and pious education had a sin- 
gnlarly pliable conscience, Raoul, almost an Atheist inopinion, 
would have scorned a simple lie , when placed in a Situation vhich 
touched his honour. In the way of warlilte artifices, few meu 
vere more subtle, or ioved to practice them oftener than Baoul 
Tvard; bot the mas)£ aside, or when he feil back on his own 
Dative dignity of mind, death itself could not have extorted an 
equivocation from him. Oo the other band , Ithuel had an affec- 
tion for a lie, more especially if it served himself or injured his 
enemy, finding a mode of reconciling all this to his spiritnality, 
livhicb is somewhat peculiar to fanaticism as it begins to grow 
threadbare. On the present occasion , he was ready to say what- 
ever he thoaght would most conform to his shipmate's wishes, 
and luckily he construed the expression of the other's countenance 
aright. 

**1 do know the prisoner, as you call bim, 'squire," Ithuel 
answered , after the pause that was necessary to come to his con- 
clusion — **l do know him well; and a master-crittur he is, when 
he fairly gets into a current of your English trade. Had there been 
a Rule Yvard on board each of the Frenchmen at the Nile, over 
there , in Egypt, Nelson would have found that his letter stood in 
needofsomepostr-cripts, Iguess." 

"Confine your answers, witness, to the purportofthe ques* 
tioo ," put in Cuffe, with dignity. 

Ithuel stood too much in habitual awe of the captain of his old 
ship to venture on an answer ; but if looks could have done barm, 
that important fuoctionary would not have escaped altogether un- 
injured. As he said nothing , the examination proceeded. 

**Tou know him to be Raoul Yvard, the Commander of the 
French privateer lugger, Le Feu-FoUet?" continued the judge- 
advocate , deeming it prudent to fortify his record of the prisoner's 
confession of identity with a little collateral evidence« 

"Why — I *ome think — " answered Ithuel, with a peculiar 
provincialism which had a good deal of Granite in it , **thatis, I 
kind 0* conclude ~" (catching an assent from Raoul's eye,) *' ohl 
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yes — ofthat f there isD't the smallest mite of doubt in the world. 
He 's the captain of the lugger, and a right down good one he is !" 

**Tou were with him in disguise when he came into the Bay of 
Naples yesterday?" 

'' l in disguise , 'squire ! — What have I got to disguise? I am 
an American of different callings , all of which I praetyse as con- 
venience demands; being a neutral, I 'venoneedofdisguisesto 
go any where. I am never disguised, except when my jib is a little 
bowsed up; and that, you know, is a come-over which befals 
most sea-faring men at times." 

**Tou need answer nothing concerning yourself which will 
tend to criminate you. Do you know with what inducement , or 
on what business, Raoul Yvard came into the Bay of Naples 
yesterday?" 

**To own to you the candid truth, 'squire, I do not," an- 
swered Ithuel, simply; for the nature of the tie which bound the 
young Frenchman so closely to Ghita was a profound mystery , in 
all which related to its more sacred feelings , to a being generally 
80 obtuse on matters of pure sentiment. 

'* Captain Rule is a good deal given to prying about on the 
coast, and what particular eend he had in view in this expedition 
I cannot teil you. His ar'n'ds in-shore, I mustown, besome- 
times onaccountable ! — witness the island of Elby , gentlemen." 

Ithuel indulged in a small laugh as he made this allosion , for, 
in his own way, he had a humour in which he occasionally in- 
dulged, after a manner which belonged to the class of which he 
was a conspicuous member. 

** Never mind what occurred at Elba. Prisoner, doyou wish 
to question the witness?" 

^^Etuelle," asked Raoul, "do you not know that Ilove Ghita 
Caraccioli?" 

**Why, Captain Rule, I know you f AmA; so , mdsay so; but 
I set down all these matters as somewhat various and onaccount- 
able." 

*'Have I not oflen landed on tbe enemy's coast solely to see 
her and to be near her?" 

By this time Ithuel, who was a littlepuzzied at first to under« 
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stand what it all meant, had got bis cae , and no witness coald 
have acquitted himself better thaa be did from that moment. 

''Tbatyoabave/' heaDSwered, **a hundred times, atleast, 
and rigbt in the teeth of my advice/' 

** Was not my sole object in Coming ioto the Bay yesterday to 
find Ghita, and Ghita only? '' 

**Just so. Of that, gentlemen, there can be nomoreques- 
tion than there is about YesnTius Standing up at the head of the 
Bay, Smoking like a brick-ltiln. That was Captain Ruie's sole 
ar*n-d." 

**I just nnderstood ye tosay, witness,*' pntinLyon, *'and 
that only a.bit since, that ye did not know the prisoner's motive 
in Coming into the Bay of Naples : — ye called his behavionr un- 
accountable." 

**yery true, Sir, and so it is to me, I know'd all along that 
love was at the bottom of it; but / don't call love a motive^ while I 
do call it onaceotmtable* That 's the explanation on 't. Tes, I 
know'd it was love for Miss Gyty , — but then that 's not a motive 
in law." 

'*Answer to the facts; the court will judge of the motive for 
itself. How do you know that love for the young woman you men- 
tion was Raoul Yvard's only object in Coming into the Bay?" 

**One finds out such things by keeping Company with a man. 
Captain Rule went first to look for the young woman up on the 
mountain yonder, where her aunt lives, and I went with bim to 
talk English, if it got to be necessary; and not finding Gyty at 
home, we got a boat and followed her over to Naples. Thus, you 
See, Sir, that I have reason to know what craft he was in chase of 
the whole time." 

As all this was strictly true , Ithuel related it naturally , and in 
a way to gain some credit. 

*'Tou say you accompanied Raoul Yvard , witness, onavisit 
to the aunt of the young woman called Ghita Caraccioli/' observed 
Cuffe in a careless way, which was intended to entrap Ithuel into 
an unwary answer, — ** where did you go from when you set out 
«n your journey?" 

** That would depend on the place one kept his reckoning flrom, 
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and ihe time of starting. Now, /might say I started from Ameriky, 
which part of the world I left some years* since; or I might say 
from Nantes, thc port in vhich we fitted for sea. As for Captaia 
Ruie , he would probably say Nantes." 

"In what manner did you come from Nantes?" continaed 
CuiTe , vithout betraying resenUnent at an answer which might be 
deemed impertinent, — or surprise, as if he found itdifficultto 
comprehend. '*Toa did not make the journey on horseback, I 
shouldthink?" 

**0h! I begin to understand you, Captain Cuffe. Why, if 
the truth must be said , we came in the lagger , the Few-Folly." 

** I snpposed as much. And when you went to Visit this aunt, 
where did you leave the lugger?" 

'*We didn't leave her at all, Sir: being under her canvass, 
our feet were no sooner in the boat , and the line east off, than she 
Icft US as if we had been stuck up like a tree on dry ground." 

"Where did this happen?" 

"Afloat, ofcoursc, Captain Cuffe ; such a thing would hardly 
eome to pass ashore." 

"All that I understand. But you say that the prisoner left bis 
vessel in order to visit an aunt of the young woman; thence he 
went into the Bay for the sole purpose of finding the young woman 
herseif. Now, this is an important fact, as it concerns thepri- 
soner's motives , and may affect bis life. The court must act with 
all the facts before it : as a commencement , teil us where Raoul 
Yvard left his lugger, to go on yonder head-land." 

"I do not thiok, Captain Cuffe, you Ve got the storyexaetly 
right. Captain Rule didn't goon the mountain, after all, so much 
to seethe aunt as to see the niece at the aunt's dwelling; if one 
would end right in a story he must begin right." 

"I left Le Feu-FoUet, Monsieur le Capitaine," observed 
Raoul calmly, "not two cables' length from the very spot where 
your own ship is now lying; but it was at an hour of the night 
when the good people of Capri were asleep, and they knew nothing 
of our Visit. Tou see the lugger is no longer here." 

"And do you confirm this story under the solemnity of your 
oath?" demanded Cuffe of Ithuel , Utile imagining how easy it was 
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to the vitoess to confirm anythiiig he sav fit ia the way he rneo« 
tioned. 

''Sartain; every word istrue, gentlemen," answered Ithoel. 
'*It was not more than a cable's length from this very spot, ao- 
cording to my judgmeDt/' 

'*And wbere is the lugger now?" askedCufie, betraying the 
drifl of all his questions in his eagerness to leani more* 

Ithuel was not to be led on so humedly, orsoblindly. Af- 
fecting a girlish sort of coyness , he answered , sirapering, 

'* Why , Captain Gaffe , I cannot think of answering a question 
like that under the solemnity of an oatb , as you call it. No one 
cau know wbere the liltle Folly is , but them that 's in her." 

Cuffe was a Utile disconcerted at the answer, while Lyon 
smiled ironically; the latter then took upon himself the office of 
cross-examining, with an opinion of bis own penetration and 
shrewdness which at least ought to have made him quite equal to 
encountering one of Ilhuers readiness in subterfuges. 

**We do not expect you to teil us of your own knowledge, 
wilness," saidhe, **precisely theposition, by latitudc and longi- 
tude, or by the points of the compass, at this identical instant, 
of the craft called by some the Few-Folly , by olhers the Few-Fol- 
lay , and as it would now seem , by yourself the Little Folly ; for 
that, as ye 've well obsairved, can be known only to those who 
are actually on board her ; but ye *\\ be remembering perhaps the 
place it was agreed on between you where ye were to find the lug- 
ger at your return from this hazardous expedition , which ye 've 
been making amang ye , into the Bay of Naples?" 

*'I object to that question as contrary to law," put in Ithuel, 
with a spirit and promptitude which caused the judge-advocate 
to Start, and the members of the court to look at each othcr in 
surprise* 

*'Nay, if ye object to the question on the ground thata true 
ainswer will be crimiuating yersel', ye 'U be justified in so doing by 
reasou and propriety ; but then ye '11 eonsider well the consequen- 
ces it may have on your own case, wheo that comes to be in- 
festigated.^ 

*'I object on ^io'ral principles/' said Ithuel. '^Whatever 
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Captain Rale may have said od the subject, admitting that he said 
anythiDg just to bear out the a^umeot, admittiog, / say» that 
he Said aDything ou the subject, it cannot be testimoDy , as hear^ 
say evidence is ag'iD law all the world over." 

The members of the coart looked at the Judge-advocate , who 
returned the glaoce with an air of suitable grayity ; theo , on a 
motion of Sir Frederick , the coort was cleared , to discuss the 
point in private. 

*'How 's this, Mr. Jndge-adyocate ! " demanded Cuffe^ as 
soon as the coast was clear ; **it is of the last importance to find 
where that Ingger is. Do you hold that the question is contrary 
tolaw?" 

'*Its importance makes it pertinent, I think, Sir; as for the 
legality, I do not see how it can be affected by the circumstance 
that the fact came up in discourse." 

''B* ye think so?" obsenred Sir Frederick, looking mach 
more profound than was bis wont. '* Legality is the boast of Eng- 
lish law^ and I should dislike excessively to fail in that great essen- 
tial. What is said^ must be heardy to be repeated; and this 
seems very like hearsay testimony. I believe it *s admitted all 
round we must reject that" 

**What is your opinion, Captain Lyon?" demanded the Pre- 
sident. 

"The case is somewhat knotty, but tt may be unlied," re- 
turned the Scot, with a sneer on his hard features. ''Nö need of 
Alexander and his sword to cut the rope, I 'm thinking, when we 
bring common sense to bear on the point. What is the matter to 
be ascertained? — Why, the place which was agreed on as the 
point of rendezvous between this Rawl Eeyart and his peoplc. 
Now, this arrangement must have been made orally, orinwriting; 
if orally testimony to the words uttered will not be hearsay, farther 
than testimony to what a man has seen will be eyesight." 

*'Qoite tme^ Mr. President and gentlemen!^ exclaimed the 
Jadge-advocate, who was not a litde relieTcd at findinga clue to 
lead him out of the dlfficulty. "If the agreement had been made 
In writiogy then that writlng wonld haye to be prodaced , ifpos-* 
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siblc, as tbe best eTideoce the case affords; but belog made ia 
words those words can be sworn to/* 

Caffe was mach relieved by this opiDion, and as Sir Frederick 
did not seem disposed to pnsh bis dissent very far, the matter 
would have been determioed on the spot; but for a love of dispu* 
tation iwhich formed part and parcel, to speak legally od a legal 
subject, of Lyon's moral temperament. 

*'I 'm agreeing with the Judge-advocate , as to bis dislinction 
abont the admissibility of the testimony on the gronnd of its not 
being technically what is called hearsay evidence/' he observed; 
**but a difficulty snggests itself to my mind touching the pair* 
teoency. A vitness is sworn to speak to the point before the 
court; bot he is not sworn to discuss all things in heaven and 
airth. Now, is it pairtenent to the fact of Rawl £evart*s being a spy, 
that he made sairtain agreements to meet this or that fellow-crea- 
ture, in this orthat place? Now, as I eomprehend the law, it di- 
yides all questions into two great classes — the pairtenent, and the 
impairtenent, of which the first are legal, and the second illegal.*' 

** I think it would be a great piece of audacity/'said Sir Frederick, 
disdainfolly, '*for such a fellow as this Bolt , to pretend to call any 
question we can put to him , impertinent! " 

'* That 's no just the p'int, Sir Frederick , this being altogether 
a matter of law, white ye 'II be thinking of Station and etiquette. 
Then, there 's two classes of the pairtenent, and two of the im- 
pairtenent: one being legal and logical, as it might be, and the 
other conventional and civil , as one may say. There 's a nice dis- 
tinctlon, latent, between tbe two." 

**I believe the court is of opinion that the question may be 
put," obserred Cuffe, who was impatient of the Scotchman's 
subtleties, bowing to Sir Frederick, to ask an acquiescence which 
he immediately received. " We will re-K>pen the doors, and pro* 
ceed in the examination." 

**The court is of opinion, witness," resumed the Judge- 
advocate , when every one was in bis place again , '* that you must 
answer the question. In order that you may understand it , I will 
now repeat it. Where was it agreed between Raoul Tvard and bis 
people that they shonld meet again?" 

Thß Jach * Lautem^ \ ^ 
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«<I do not thiDk the people of the lugger had anytbing to saj in 
the matter," answered Ithuel , in the most unmoved manner. **lf 
they had 1 knew nothing on 't." 

The conrt feit embarrassed ; bat as it woald never do to be 
thvarted io this maoner, a look of determination was exchanged 
between the members, and the eiamination proceeded. 

**If not the people the officers, then? Where was it agreed 
between the prisoner and bis officers, that the former should find 
the lagger when he returned from bis expedition into the Bay?" 

**Well now, gentlemen," answered Ithuel, tuming bis quid 
from one cheek into the other, ^*I some conclude you 've no great 
acquaintance with Captain Rule a'ter all ! He is not apt to enter 
into any agreements at all. Wbathewantsdone, he Orders; and 
wbat he Orders , must be done." 

**What did he order^ then, as respects the place where the 
lugger was to wait for bis return?" 

**I 'm sorry to be troublesome, please the court,*' returned 
thewitnesSy withadmirableself-possession; **butlawis]aw, all 
ovcr the world , and I rather guess this question is ag*in it. In the 
Granite State , it is always beld that when a thing can be proved by 
the person who said any parlicular words that the question must be 
put to bim and not to a by-stander." 

'*Not if that person isa prisoner, and on bis trial," answered 
the Judge-advocate , stariog to hear such a distinction from such 
a source ; ** though the remark is a good one , in the cases of wit- 
nesses, purely. You must ans wer, therefore." 

**It is unnecessary," again interposed Raoul ; **I left my vessel 
here, where Ihave told you, and hadimade a certain Signal last 
night from the heights of St. Agata, Le Feu^Follet would have 
slood in^ near to the rocks of the Sirens , and taken me off again. 
As the hour is passed , and the signal is not likely to be made , it is 
probable mylieutenant bas gone to anolber rendezvous , ofwhich 
the witness knows nothing, and which, certainly, I shall never 
betray." 

Tbere was so much manliness and quiet dignity in RaouPs 
deportment, that whatever be said made an Impression. ITfs 
answer disposed of the matter, for the moment at least. The 
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Jadge-advocate accordingly tarned to other ioqairies. Little 
remained , howeyer, to be done. The prisoner had admitted bis 
identity; hiscapture, with all the attendant circumstances , were 
in proof, and bis defence came next. 

WbenRaoul rose to speak, he feltachoking emotion; butit 
soon left bim, and he commenced in a steady, calm tone, bis 
accent giving point and interest to many of his expressions. 

*' Messieurs," said be, '*Iwlil not denymy name, my cha- 
racter, or my manner of life. I am a Frenchman , andtheenemy 
of your country. I am also the enemy of theKing of Naples, in 
vhose territories you found me. I have destroyed his and your 
ships. Put me on board my lugger andl should do both again. 
Whoever is the enemy of la France , is the enemy of Raoul Yvard. 
Honourable seamen like yourseWes, Messieurs, can understand 
tbis. I am young. My heart is not made of rock ; evil as it may 
be it can love beauty, and modesty, and virtue in the other sex. 
Such has been my fate — I love Ghita Caraccioli ; have endeavoured 
to make her my wife for more than a year. She has not authorized 
me to say that my suit was favoured — this I must acknowledge ; 
but she is not the less admirable for that. We differ in our opinions 
of religion , and I fear she left Monte Argentaro , because , refusing 
my band, she thought it better perhaps thatwe should not meet 
again. It is so with maidens, as you must know, Messieurs. 
But it is not usual for us, who are less refined , to submit to such 
self-denial. I learned whither Ghita had come , and followed ; her 
beauty was a magnet which drew my heart after it, as our needles 
are drawn towards the pole. It was necessary to go into the Bay of 
Naples, among the vessels of enemies, to find her I loved: and 
tbis is a very different thing from engaging in the pitiful attempts of 
a spy. Which of you would not have done the same, Messieurs? 
Tou are braves Anglms , and I know you would not besitate. Two 
of you are still youthful like myself , and must still feel the power of 
beauty ; even the Monsieur who is no longer a young man , has had 
bis moments of passion, like all who are bom of woman. Messieurs 
I have no more to say; you know the rest. If you condemn me, 
let it be as an nnfortunate Frenchman, whose heart had its weak* 
nesses — not as an ignominious and treacherous spy." 

18* 
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The earncstDess and naiure with which Raoul spoke, were not 
vhhont effect. Could Sir Frederick have had his way the prisoner 
vould have been acquitted on the spot. But Lyon was sceptical 
as to the story of love, a sentiment about wfaich he knew very 
little; and there was a spirit of Opposition in him, too, wbich 
generally indaced him to take the converse of most propositions 
which were started. The prisooer was dismissed , and the conrl 
closed its doors , to noake up its decision by itself in the usnal 
form. 

We should do injustice to Caffe if we did not say that he had 
some feeling in favour of the gallant foe who had so oflen foUed 
him. Could he have had his will at that monient, he would have 
given Raoui his lugger, allowed the latter a so flScient Start, and 
then gladiy have commenced a chase round the Mediterranean , to 
settle all questions between them. But it was too much to give up 
the lugger , as well as the prisoner. Then his oath as a ja4g6 ha4 
its obligations also, and he feit himself bound to yield to the ar- 
guments of the Judge-advocate , who was a man oftechnicalities, 
and thought no more of sentiment than Lyon himself. 

The result of the deliberation , which lasted an hour, was a 
finding against the prisoner. The courtwas opened, therecord 
made up and read, the offender introduced, and the judgment 
delivered. The 6nding was '* that Raoul Yvard had been caught 
In disguise in the midst of the allied fleets , and that he was guilty 
as a spy.*' The sentence was that he should suffer deatb the suc- 
ceeding day , by hanging at the yard-arm of such ship as the com- 
mander-in-cbief might select , on approving of the sentence. 

As Raoul expected little eise , he heard his doom with steadi- 
ness, bowiog with dignity and courtesy to the court, as he was led 
away to be placed in irons , as befitted one condemned. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

The World 's all title-page; there 's no contenU; 
The World 's all face; ihe man who shows bis heart 
Is hooted for his nudiiies , and scomed. 

Night Thougkit. 

BoLT had oot been tried. His case had several serious diffi- 
culties, and the Orders allowed of a discretioo. The punishment 
could scarcely be less than death ; and , in addition to the loss of 
a stout, sioewy man , it luvolyed questions of natural right which 
^'ere not always pleasant to be considered. Altfaough the impress- 
inent of American seameu into the British ships of war was pro- 
bably one of the most serious moral, as well aspolitical wrongs 
one independent nation ever received at the hands of another, 
Yiewed as a practice of a generation's conünuance, it was not 
wholly without some relieving points. A portion of the British 
marine disdained to practise it at all, leaving it to the coarser 
spirits of (he profession to discharge a duty which they themselvcs 
found repugnant to their feelings and their habits. Thus we re- 
member to have heard an American seaman say, (one who had 
been present on many occasions when his countrymen were torn 
from under their flag,) that in no instanee he ever witnessed was 
the officer who committed the wrong of an air and manner which 
he should describe as belonging to the class of gentlemen on shore» 
Whenever one of the latter boarded his vessel , the crew was per- 
mitted to pass unquestioned. 

Let this be as it might, there is no question that a strong and 
generous feeling existed in the breasts of hundreds in the British 
navy, conceming the nature of the wrong done a foreign people by 
the practice of impressing men from under their flag. Although 
Cuffe was too much of a martinet to carry his notions on the sub- 
ject to a very refined point, he was too much of a man not to be re- 
luctant to punish another for doing what he feit he wonld have done 
hiniself under similar circurostances, and what he could noibut 
know he would have had a perfect right to do. It was impossible 
to mistake one like Kbuel, who had so many of the Granite pecu-. 
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liarities about him, for aDything but what he was ; and so well was 
bis national cbaracter established in the sbip , that the sobriqttet 
of The Tankee had been applied to bim by bis shipmates from the 
very first. The fact, therefore, stood bim so far in band, that 
Cuffe, after a consultation with Winchester, determined not to 
put the alleged deserter on trial; but alter lettiog bim reniain a 
Short time in irons, to tum bim to daty again, under a pretence 
otien ased on such occasions, y'iz, , to give the man an opportunity 
of proving bis American birth, if he were really what he so stre- 
nuously professed to be. Poor Ithuel was not the only one wbo 
was condemned to this equivocal servitude, bnndreds passiog 
weary years of probaüon with the same dim ray of hope , for ever 
deferred, gleaming in the distance. It was determined, however, 
not to put Ithuel on bis trial until the captain had conversed with 
theadmiral on the subject, atleast; and Nelson, removed from 
theinflueoceoftbesirenby whom he was enthralied, was a man 
inclined to leniency, and of even chivalrous notions of justice. 
To such contradictions is even a great mind subject when it loses 
sight of the polar star of its duties ! 

When the sentence on Raoul was pronounced, therefore, and 
the prisouer was removed , the court adjoumed , a boat being im- 
mediately despatched to the Foudroyant with a copy of the pro- 
ceedings for the rear-admiraPs approbation. Then followed a 
discussion on much the most interesting topic for them all , — the 
probable position of, and themeans of capturiog, the lugger. 
ThatLe Feu-FoUet was near, all were convinced ; but where sbe 
was to be found it was hard to teil. Oificers had been sent on the 
beights of Capri , one of which towers more than a thousand feet 
above the sea : but they relurned from a bootless errand. Notbing 
resembliug tike lugger was visible in the offing, among the Islands, 
or in the bays. X cutter had been sent to look round Campanella, 
aod anolher crossed the mouth of the bay, to take a look to the 
northward of Ischia, in order to make certain that the treacherous 
Graft had not gone behind the mountains ofthat Island for a refuge« 
In Short, no expedient likely to discover the fugitive was neglected« 
All failed, however; boat after boat came back without success, 
and oflicer after officer retamed wearied and disappointed. 
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Much of the day was passcd in tbis manner, for it was a calm, 
and moTing either of the ships was out of the question. In the 
fall expectation of discovering the lugger somewhere in striking 
distance, CoiTe had even gone so far as to detail a party from each 
vessel , with a view to attack her in boats again , feeling no doubt 
of success now that he had the disposable force of three vessels to 
send against bis enemy. Winchester was to have commanded, 
as a right pnrchased by bis blood ; nor was the hope of succeeding 
in tbis way abandoned until the last boat, that which had been 
sent round Ischia, retumed, and reported its total want of 
success. 

**I bave heard it said,*' observed Cuffe, as he and bis brother 
captains stood conversing together on the quarter-deck of the 
Proserpine , just after this last report had bccn made , — **I have 
heard it said that this Baoul Yvard has actually gone boldly into 
several of our ports under Engüsb or neutral colours, and lain 
there a day or two at a time unsuspected, until it has suited bim to 
go out again. Can it be possibie that he is up off the town ? There 
is such a fleet of craft in and about the mole, that a little lugger, 
with her paint and marks altered , migfd be among them. What 
thinkyou, Lyon?" 

'* It is sairtainly a law of Nature, Captain Cuffe, that smaller 
objects should be overlooked in the presence of greater, and 
such a thing might happen, therefore; though I should place it 
among the improbables, if not absolutely among the impossibles« 
'T would be far safer, nevertheless, to run in , in the manner you 
designate, among a hundred or two of ships, than to venture 
alone into a haven or a roadstead. If you wish for retirement , Sir 
Frederick, plunge at once into the Strand, or take lodgings on 
Ludgate Hill ; but if you wish to be noticed and chased , go into 
a Highland village, and just conceal your name for a bit. Ah! 
he knows the difference well who has tried both modes of llfe ! " 

*'Tbis is true, Cuffe,'' observed the baronet; **and yet I 
hardly thiuk a Frenchman , big or little, would be apt to come and 
anchor under Nelson's nose.** 

*''T would be something like the lion's lying down with the 
lamb^ certainly, and oaght not to be counted on as very likel]^« 
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Mr. Winchester, is not that our boat Coming round the sloop's 
quarter?" 

'^Yes, Sir; she has got back from Naples. Quarter-mas- 
ter— " 

*'Ay, qnarter-master,*' interrupted Coffe^ sternly; "apretty 
look-out is this ! Hera is our own boat dose in upon us , and not 
a Word from yonr lips on the interesting subject , Sir ! " 

This Word Sir is mach used on board a man-of-war, and in all 
fts convertible significations. From the inferior to the superior 
it comes as natural as if it werea gifl from above; from equal to 
equal it has a ceremonious and be-on-your-guard air, which 
sometimes means respect, sometimes disrespect; while from a 
eaptain to a quarter-master it always means reproof , if it do not 
roean menace. In discussionsof this sort it iswisest for theweaker 
party to be silent ; and nowhere is this truth sooner learncd than 
on sbip-board. The quarter-master conscquentlymade no answer, 
and the gig came alongside , brioging back the officer who had 
carried the proceedings of the court up to Naples. 

^'Herewehave it,*' said Cuffe, opening the important docu- 
ment as soon as he and his brother captains were again in the ca- 
bin : " Approved. Ordercd that the senteuce be carried into exe- 
cution on board his Majcsty's ship, the Proserpine, Captain Cuffe, 
to-morrow, between the hours of sunrise and sunset.'" , 

Then followed the date and the well-known signature of ^*Nel'- 
son and Bront6." All this was what Cuffe both wished and ex- 
pected, thoughhe would have preferred a little more grace in carry- 
ing out the Orders. The reader is not to suppose from this that 
our captain was either vengeful or bloody-minded , or that he 
really desired to inflict on Raoul any penalty for the manner in 
which he had baffled his designs, and caused his crew to suffer. 
So far from this, his Intention was to make use of the sentence to 
extort from the prisoner a confession of the Orders he had given to 
those left in the lugger , and then to use this confession as a means 
of obtaining his pardon, with a transfer to a prison-ship. Cuffe had 
no great veneration for privateersmen , nor was his estimate of 
their morality at all unreasonable^ when he inferred that one who 
ter?ed with gain for his principal object would not long hesitate 
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about pnrchasiog his own life by the betrayal of a secret like tbat 
he DOW asked. Had Raoul belonged even to a republican navy, 
the English man-of-warVmaD might have hesitated aboat carry- 
iDg out his plan ; but with the master of a corsair it appeared to be 
the most natural thing imaginable to attempt its execution. Both 
Sir Frederick and Lyon viewed the matter in the same light; and 
now that everything was legaily done which was necessary to the 
deslgn , the capture of the Ingger was deemed more than half ac- 
complished. 

**]t is soraewhat afflicting, too, Cuffe," obsenred Sir Frede- 
rick, in his drawling, indolent way, *Mt is somewhat afflicting, 
too, Cuffe, to be compelled to betray one's friends, or to be 
hanged ! In parliament, now, we say we '11 be hanged if we do, 
and here you say you 'II be hanged if you don't." 

**Poh! poh! Dashwood; no one expects this Raoul Yvard 
will cometo that fate, for no one thinks he will hold out. Weshail 
get the lugger, and that will be the end of it. i 'd give a thousand 
ponnds to see that d — d Few-Folly at anchor within pistol-shot of 
my Stern at this blessed moment. My feelings are in the matter." 

**Five hundred wouldbea high price," observedLyon, drily. 
"I much doubt if the shares of us three come to as much as a hun- 
dred apiece , even should the craft fall into our hands." 

**By the way, gentlemen," put in Sir Frederick, gaping, 
**suppose we toss up, or throw the thice, to see which shall have 
all, on the supposition we get her within the next twenty-four 
hours , timing the affair by this ship's Chronometers. You 've dice 
on board , I dare say , Cuffe , and we can make a regulär time of it 
here for half an hour, and no one the wiser." 

** Your pardon, Captain Dashwood ; I can suffer no such amuse- 
ment. II is unmilitary, and contrary to regulations; and then 
hundreds are not so plentifui with Lyon and myself as they are 
with you. I like to pocket my prize-money Grst, and sport on it 
afterwards." 

** You 're rlght, Captain Cuffe,*' said Lyon , ''though there can 
be no great Innovation in sporting on Sir Frederick's portion , If he 
see fit to indulge us. Money is an agreeable acqnisition , beyond 
a dottbt, aod life is sweet to saint and sinner alike; but I much 
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questioD yoar facility in persuading this Monshure Rawl to teil yöa 
bis secret coosairniog the lugger in the manner ye anticipate." 

This opinion met vith no favour; and after disGussing the sub- 
ject among themselves a little longer, the three captains vere oa 
the pointof separating, iwhen Griffin barst into the cabin without 
even knocking, and altogether regardiess of the usual observances. 

*'One would think it blew a typhoon, Mr. Griffin/' said Coffe, 
coldly, **by the rate at which yoa ran before it/' 

"It 's an ill wind that blows no luck, Sir," answered the lieu- 
tenant, actaally panting for breath, so great had been bis haste 
to commanicate what he had to say: **Our look-out, on the 
heights above Campanella , has just signalled as that he sees the 
lugger to the southward and eastward , somewhere near the point 
of Piane, I suppose, Sir; and what is better, the wind is Co- 
ming off-shore earlier than common this evening." 

" That ü news ! " eiclaimed Cuffe, rubbing bis hands with de- 
light. **Go on deck. Griffin, and teil Winchester to unmoor; 
thcn make a signal to the other ships to do the same. Now, gentle- 
men, we have the game in our own hands, and let ns see and 
play it skilfully. In a couple of hours it will be dark, and our move- 
ments can all be made without being seen. As the Proserpine 
is, perhaps, the fastest ship," — at this remark Sir Frederick 
smiled irooically, white Lyon raised bis eyebrows like oue who 
saw a marvel — *' As the Proserpine is, perhaps , the fastest ship, 
she ought to go the farthest to leeward; and I will get under way 
and stand ofTto sea, keeping well to the northward and eastward, 
as if I were running for the slraits of Bonifacio, for instance, until 
it becomes dark, when I will haul up south for a couple of hours 
er so; then come up as high as south-east, until we are to the 
southward of the gulf of Salemo. This will be before daylight, if 
the wind stand. At daylight, then , you may look out for me off 
Piane, say two leagaes, and to seaward, I hope, of the lugger« 
You shall follow , Sir Frederick , just as the sun sets , and keep in 
my wake as near as possible; heaving-to, however, at midnight. 
This will bring you fairly abreast of the gulf, and about midway 
belween the two capes, a little west of south from Campanella. 
Lyon , you can lie here until the night has fairly set in , when you 
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ean pass between Capri and the cape , and ran down south two 
hours, andheave-to. This will place yoa in a position to watch 
the passage to and from the gulf , ander the northern shore." 

**And this arrangement completed to yonr satisfaction , Cap- 
tainCuffe/' askedLyon, deliberately helping himself to an enor- 
mous pinch of snnff , '* what will be your pleasare in the posterior 
evolntions?" 

**Each ship must keep her Station until the day has fairly 
dawned. Should it tarn ont, as I trast it may, that we 've got 
the Few-FoUy in-shore of us, all we '11 have to do will be to close 
in upon her, and drive her up, higher and higher, intotheBay. 
She will natnrally mn into shallow water ; when we must anchor 
off, man the boats , send them north and sonth of her and let them 
board her under cover of our fire. If we find the lugger embayed, 
we '11 haye her as snre as fate. " 

"Yery pretttly conceived, Captain Cuffe, and in a way tobe 
bandsomely executed. But if we should happen to find the 
beathen ontside of us?" 

"Then make sail in chase to seaward , each ship acting for the 
best. Come, gentlemen, I do not wish to be inhospitablc, but 
the Proserpine must be off. She has a long read before her; and 
the winds of this season of the year can barely be counted on for an 
hour at a time." 

Cuffe being in such a hurry bis guests departed without further 
ceremony. As for Sir Frederick , the first thing he did was to 
Order dinner an hour earlier than he had intended , and then to in- 
\ite his surgeon and marin e-officer, two capilal pairs of knives 
and forks, to come and share it with him; after which, he sat 
down to play somewhat villainously on a flute. Two hours later, 
he gave the necessary Orders to his first-lieutenant ; after which he 
tronbled himself very little about the frigate he commanded. Lyon, 
on the other band , sat down to a very frugal meal alone , as soon 
as he found himseif again in hissloop; first ordering certain old 
sails to be got on deck, and to be mended for the eighth or ninth 
time. 

With the Proserpine it was different. Her capstan-bars flew 
round , and one anchor was actually catted by the time her captain 
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ftppeared od deck. The olher soon foUowed , the three topsalh 
feil, were sheetedhome and hoisted, and theo sail was setafter 
sail, uaUlthe 8hip wentsteadily past the low promontory of Ana 
Capri , a cloud of canvass. Her head was io the westward , io- 
clining a little uorth ; and bad there been any one to the southward 
to watch her movements , as there was not, so far as the eye could 
See, it would have been sapposed that she was Standing oTer 
towards the coast of Sardinia, most probably with an intention of 
passing, by the straits of Bonifacio, between that island and Cor- 
sica. The wind being nearly east, and it blowing a good breeze, 
the progress of the ship was such as promised to fulfil all the ex- 
pectatioDs of her Commander. 

As the sun set, and darkness diffuscd itself over the Mediter- 
ranean , the lighter steering-sails were taken in , and the Proser- 
piae brought the wind abeam , Standing south. One of the last 
things visible from the decks, besides the mountains of the Is- 
lands and of the main^ the cnrling smoke ofYesuYias, theblue 
void above and the bluer sea below, was the speck of the Terpsi- 
chore, as that ship followed, as near asmightbe, inherwake; 
Sir Frederick and his friends still at table, but with a vigilant and 
industrious first-lieatenant on deck, who was sufficient in himself 
for all that was required of the vessel, in any emergency. Tbf 
latter had his Orders, and he executed them with a precision and 
attention which promised to leave nothing to be wished for. On 
the other band , the people of the RiDgdove were kept at work 
mending old sails until the hour to **knock-off work" arrived; 
then the ship unmoored. At the proper time the remaining anchor 
was lifted, and the sloop went through the pass between Capri 
and Campanella , as directed , wben Lyon sent for the first-lieu- 
tenant to join him in bis cabin. 

**Lookyouhere, M*Bean," saidLyon, pointing to the chart 
which lay on the table *'Captain Cuffe has just run down oiFPiane, 
aod will find himself well to leeward when the west wind comes to- 
morrow; Sir Frederick has followed famously clear of the land, 
and won't be in a much better box. Now, tbis lugger mnst be 
pretty picking , if all they say of her be true. Ten to one , but sbe 
has gold in her. These corsairs are desperate rogues after the 
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silier, and, taking hüll, sails, armament, head-money, and 
the scrapiDgs of the lockers together, I shouldn't marvel if she 
come to something as good as 8^000/ or 10,000/. This woold be 
fair dividtng for a sloop, but would amomit to a painfally small 
trifle, as betweeo the officers of tbree ships, after dedacting the 
admiral's share. What are you thinkiDg of , Airchy? ** 

'*0f just that, Captain Lyon. It wonld be dividing every 
lieutenant's share by tbree , as well as every captain's." 

**Tbat 's it, Airchy, and so ye '11 have a shairp look oat oo 
deck. There '11 be no occasion to mn down quite as far as Captain 
€uffe suggested, ye '11 obsairve; for if in the bay the lugger will 
work her way up towards this headland , and we '11 be all the more 
likeiy to fall in with her , by keeping near it ourselves. Ye 'II tako 
the idea?" 

*'It 's piain enon', Captain Lyon; and I 'II be obsainring it. 
How is the law understood as respects dairkness? — I understand 
that none share but such as are in sight; bat is darkness deemed a 
legal impediment? " 

*' To be sure it is ; the idea being that all who can see may act« 
Now, if we catch the lugger before Captain Cuffe and Sir Frederick 
eyen know where she is, on what principle can they aid and sastain 
usinthecapture?" 

** And you wish a shairp look-out, the night, Captain Lyon?" 

**That 's just it, Airchy. Te '11 all be doing your best in the 
way of eyes, and we may get the lugger alone. 'T would be such a 
pity, Mr. M'Bean , to divide by tbree when the sums might be kept 
enlire ! " 

Such was the State of feeling with which each of these tbree 
officers entered on bis present duty. Cuife was earnest in the wish 
to catch bis enemy , and this principally for the credit of the thing^ 
thongh a little out of a desire to revenge bis own losses; Sir Fr&- 
derickDashwnod indifferent to all but bis own pleasures; and Lyon 
closely attentive to the main Chance« An hour or two later, or just 
before Cuffe ftamed in, he sent a message to request the presence 
of bis first-lieutenant , if the latter were still up. Winchester was 
writing up bis private Journal; closing the book, he obeyed the 
Order in that ^iet, sobmissive manier» which a first-lieuteoant 
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is more apt to use towards h!s captain than towards any one 
eise« 

**Good evening, Wiochester/' saidCaffe, in a familiär, frieodly 
way , which satisfied the sobordioate that he was not sent for to be 
**raUled-down , " *'draw a chair, and try a glass of this Capri winc, 
with some water. It 's not carrying saii hard to drink a gallon 
of it; yet I rather think it GUs up the chinks betler than nothing." 

**ThaDk'ee, Captain'Coffe : we like it in the gun-room, and got 
offafresh cask or two this moming while the court was sitting. 
So they teil me , Sir, bis lordship has put his name to it, and that 
this Frenchraan is to swing from our fore-yard-arm sometime 
to-morrow." 

'*It Stands so on paper, Winchester; bntifheconfesswhere 
his lugger lies , all will go smoothly enough with bim. However, 
as things looknow, we *11 have her and thanks oniy to onrselves/* 

'* Well , Sir , that will be best on the whole. I do not like to see 
a man selling his own people." 

**There you are right enough, Winchester, and I trust we shall 
get along without it; though the lugger mustbe ours. I sent for 
you by the way, about this Bolt — something must be done witb 
thatfellow." 

**It 's aclearcaseof desertion, Captain Cuffe, — and, asitwould 
now seem, of treason in the bargain. I would rather hang ten such 
chaps than one man like the Frenchman." 

** Well, it 's clear, Mr. Winchester , you do not bear malice ! 
Have you forgotten Porto Ferrajo and the boats already? — ordo 
you love them which despitefully use you?" 

**'T was all fair Service, Sir, and one never thinks anything of 
that. I owe this Monsieur Tvard no grudge for what he did ; but, 
now it 's all fairly over, I rather like him the better for it. But it 's 
a very different matter as to this Holt, — a skulking scoundrel, who 
would let other men fight his country's battles while he goes a-pri- 
vateering against British commerce. " 

«Ay, there 's the rub, Winchester! j4re they hü country's 
battles?" 

** Why , we took him for an Englishman , Sir, and we must ad 
up to our own professions in order to be consistent«" 
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"And so haog an innocent man foratreason whichhe cmild 
noicommit?" 

^*Why, Captain CofTe, do yoa believe the fellow's whining story 
about bis being a Yankee? If that be trae, we bave done bim so 
mach injustice already as to make bis case a very hard one. For 
my part, I lock upon all tbese fellows as only so many disaffected 
Englishmen , and treat tbem accordingly." 

**That isasure way to quiet one's feelings, Wincbester; but 
it 's 'most too serious vben it comes to banging. If Bolt deserve 
any panishment be deserves deatb; and that isa matter abont whicb 
one ought to be tolerably certain before be pushes things too far. 
I 've sometimes had my doubts about three or fonr of our people 
being Englishmen after all." 

**There can be no certainty in tbese matters, unless one could 
carry a parisb register for the whole kingdom in bis ship, Captain 
Cuffe. If they are not Englishmen, why do they not produce 
satisfactory proofs to show it? That is but reasonable, you must 
allow, Sir." 

**Idon'tknow, Winchester; there are tvo sides to that ques- 
tion, too. Suppose the King of Naples should seize you here 
asbore, and call on you to prove that you arenotoneofbissub- 
jects, how would you go to work to make it out, no parisb re- 
gister being at hand?" 

** WeU, then , Captain Cuffe, if we are so very wrong, we had 
better give all tbese men up at once, thougb one of tbem is the 
very best hand in the ship ; Ithinkitrightto teil you that, Sir." 

**There is a wide difference, Sir, between giving a man up^ 
and hanging bim. We are shortp-handed as it is^ and cannot 
spare a Single man. I 've been looking over yoar Station bills, 
and they never appeared so feeble before« We want eighteen or 
nineteen good seamen to make tbem respectable again; and 
thougb this Bolt Is no great matter as a Seaman , he can turn bis 
hand to so many things that he is as useful as the boatswain. In a 
Word , we cannot spare bim , -*- either to let bim go or to hang bim, 
even were the latter just." 

''I 'm sure, Sir, I desire to do nothing unjust, and so act 
your pleasure in the affair*" 
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*'My pleasare is jast this, theo, Winchester: we miist (um 
Bolt to duty. If the fellow is really an American it would be a 
wretched bnsiness even to flog him for desertion ; and as to trea- 
son, yoa know there can be none without allegiance. Nelson 
gives me a discretion, and so we '11 act on the safe side and just 
turn him over to duty again. When there comes an opportonity 
I 'II iuquire into the facts of his case, and if he can make out that 
he 18 not an Englishman, vhy he mustbe discharged. Theship 
will be going home in a year or two, vhen everything can be settied 
fairly and deliberately. I dare say Bolt will not object to the 
terms." 

**Perhapsnot, Sir. Theo, there 's the crew , CaptainCuffe: 
they may think it stränge that treason and desertion should go an- 
punished! These fellows talk and reason more than is always 
known aft." 

**I Ve thoaght of all that, Winchester. I dare say yoa have 
heard of such a thing as a king's evidence : well, here hasRaoal 
Yvard been tried and found guilty as a spy, Holt having been a 
witness. A few remarks jadicioasly made may throw everything 
off on that tack , and appearances will be preserved so far as dis- 
cipline Is coscerned." 

'*Yes, Sir, that might be done, it 's true; bat an uneasy 
berlh will the poor devil have of it, if the people fancy he has been 
a king's evidence! Men ofthat class hate a traitor worse than they 
do crime, Captain Cuffe, and they '11 ride Bolt down like the main 
tack." 

** Perhaps not ; and if they do, 't will not be so bad as hanging. 
The fellow must think himself luckily out of a bad scrape, and 
thank God for all his mercies ! Ton can see that he snffers notbing 
unreasonable, or greatly oat of the way. So send an order to the 
master-at-arms to knock the irons off the chap and send him to 
duty before yoa tarn in , Winchester.** 

This settied the matter as to Ithuel, for the moment atleast« 
Cuffe was one ofthose men who was indisposed to pash thlngs too 
far, while he found it difficalt to do his whole daty. There was 
not an officer io the Proserpine who had any serious doabts about 
the troe coantry of Bolt, though there was oot one officer among 
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them all who would openly avow it. There \vas too much *^ gra- 
ulte " about Ithuel to permit EngUshmen long to be deceived , and 
that very laDguage on vhich tbe impressed man so mnch prided 
himself, vould haye betrayed bis origin , bad otber evidence been 
\rantmg. Still there was a tenacity about an English sbip of war, 
in that day, which did not easily permit an athletic band to escape 
its grasp when it bad once closed npon bim. In a great and enter- 
prising Service, like that of Great Britain, an eqtrit de corps 
existed in tbe respective ships wbicb made them tbe rivals of each 
other; and men being tbe great essentials of efficiency a Single 
Seaman was relinquisbed with a reluctance wbicb must have been 
witnessed fuUy to be understood* Cuffe canseqnently could not 
make up his mind to do füll justice to Ithuel , white be could not 
make up his mind to push injustice so far as trial and punishment, 
Nelson bad left bim a discretion , as bas been said , and tbis be 
chose to use in tbe manner just mentioned. 

Had the case of tbe New Hampshire man been fairly brought 
before the British Admiral, bis discharge would have been ordered 
without besitation. Nelson was too far removed from the compe- 
tition of the separate ships , and ordinarily nnder tbe control of too 
high motives, to be accessory to the injustice of forcibly detaining 
a foreigner in his country's Service ; for it was only while uoder the 
malign influence to which allusion bas already been made, that he 
ceased to be high-minded and just. Prejudiced be was, and in 
some cases exceediogly so ; America standing but little better in 
bis eyes than France herseif. For the first of these antipathies be 
bad some apology ; since in addition to the aversion naturally pro- 
duced by the bistory of the cis-atlantic Repnblic, accident bad 
thrown bim in the way, in the West Indies, of ascertaining the 
frauds, deceptions and cupidities of a class of men that never ex- 
bibit national character in its brightest and most alluriug colours. 
Still be was too upright of mind wiUingly to countenance injustice, 
and too chivalrous to oppress. But Ithuel bad fallen into the hands 
of one wbo feil far Short of the high qualities of the Admiral, 
«hile, at the same time, be kept clear of bis more prominent 
weaknesses; and wbo was brought within the sphere of the com-» 
Petition between tbe respective ships and their crews. 
The Jack O'Lant&rn, 19 
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Wiochester of course obeyed his Orders, He roused the 
master-at-arms from his hammock, aod direcled bim to bring 
Ithoel Boitto the quarter-declc. 

«Iq conseqaence of what tooli place this morning/' said the 
first-lieatenant , in a voice loud eocugh to be heard by all near 
bim ^ ** Captain Cuffe has seen fit to order you to be released, Bolt, 
and tnmed to duty again. You will Icnow how to appreciate this 
leniency, and will serve with greater zeal thanever^ Imakeno 
doubt. Never forget tbat you have been wtth a yard-rope, as it 
mighl be , round your neck* In the morning you will be stationed 
and berthed anew." 

Ithuel was too shrewd to auswer. He fully understood the 
reason why he escaped punishment, and it increased his hopes of 
eventually escaping from the senrice itself. Still he gagged a iittle 
at the idea of passiog for one wbo 'peaehed — > or for a ** State* s-^ 
evidence," as he called it; that cbaracterinTolvingmoreofsinin 
vulgär eyes than the commission of a thousand legal crimes. This 
gave Winchester no concero. After dismissiog his man , he gos* 
siped a minute or two wilh Yelverton , whohadthe walch, gaped 
once or twice somewhat provokingly, and going below, was in a 
deep sleep in ten minutes. 

CHAPTER XX. 

White as a white sail on a dusky sea , 
Wben ball the borizon 's clouded and half free , 
Fluttering between the dun wave and tbe sky, 
Is bope's last gleam in man's extremity. 

The Jiland, 

The dawning of day on the morniog which succeeded was a 
moment of great interest on board the diiSerentEnglish ships which 
then lay off the Gulf of Salemo. Cuffe and Lyon were called , 
according to especial Orders left by themselves, while even Sir 
Frederick Dashwood allowed himself to be awakened, to hear the 
report of the officer of the deck. The first was up füll half*an-hour 
before the light appeared. He even went into the main-top again» 
in Order to get as early and as wide a sunrey of the horizoo as he 
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visbe«]. Griffin went aloft with him, and, together they stood 
leanlDg against the top-mast rigging, walchiog the slow approacb 
of those rays whicb gradually diffased themselves over the whole of 
a panorama as bewitching as tbe bour and the loyely accessories of 
an Italian landscape could render it. 

**I See DOtbiog in-thore" exclaimed Cuffe, in a tone of 
disappointment, vben the ligbt permitted a tolerable viewofthe 
coast« *'If she should be outside of as, our work will be only 
halfdone!" 

** There is a white speck dose in with the laod , Sir," returned 
Griffin; '*here, in the direction of those ruins, of whicb our 
gentlemen that have been roand in the boats to look at teil such 
marvels; I believe, however, it is only a felucca or a sparanara. 
There is a peak to the sail tbat does not look lugger-fashioo." 

*' What is this, off here at the north-west. Griffin? Is it too 
large for the Le Few-FoIIy?" 

**That must be the Terpsichore, Sir. It 's just wbere she 
ought (0 be , as I understand the Orders ; and , I suppose , Sir 
Frederick has carried her there. But yonder 's a sail, in the 
northern board, which may turn out to be the lugger; she 's 
fairly within Campanella , and is not far from the north shore of 
the bay." 

**By George! that mt/^^ be she ; Monsieur Yvard has kept her 
skulking round and about Amalfi all this time ! Let us go down 
and set everything that will draw at once , Sir." 

In two minutes Griffin was on deck , hauling the yards , and 
Clearing away to make sail. As usual, the wind was ligbt at the 
southward again, and the course would be nearly before it. 
Studding-sail booms were to be run out, the sails set, and the 
ship's head laid to the northward, keeping a little to seaward of the 
chase. At this moment the Proserpine had the Point of Piane, 
and the little village of Abate, nearly abeam. Tbe ship might 
have been going four knots through the water, and the distance 
across the mouth of the bay was something like thirty miles. Of 
course , eight hours would be necessary to carry the frigate over 
the inlerrening space, should the wind stand, a« it probably 
would not, at that season of the year. A week latei , and strong 
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southerly wiods might be expected , but ihat week was as inter- 
minable as an age , for any present purpose. 

HaIf-an-hour*s trial satisfied «11 on the deckof theProserpine 
that the chase was keeping off, like themselves, and that she was 
Standing towards the mountains of Amalfi. Her progress, too, 
was about equalto that of the frigate, for, dead before the wind, 
the latter ship was merely a good sailer; her great superiority 
commencing only when she brought the breeze forward of the 
beam. It had been supposed that the stranger, when Orst seen, 
was aboat fifleen miles distant , bis canvass appearing both small 
and shapeless; bot some doabts now began to be entertained, 
equally as to bis rig, bis size, and bis distance. If a large ora 
loftyvessel^ ofcourse he must be materlally farther off, and if a 
large or lofty vessel it could not be Le Feu-Follet. 

The other frigate took her cue from the Proserpioe, and stood 
across for the northern side of the gulf ; a certain proof that nothing 
was visible from her mast-heads , to lead her in any other direction. 
Two hourSy however, satisGed all on board the latter ship that they 
were on a wrong scent, and that the vessel to-leeward was their 
ownconsort y the sloop; Lyon having, in bis eagerness to get the 
prize before she coald be seen from the other ships , carried the 
Riagdove qaite within the bay, and thns misled Cuffe and Sir 
Frederick. 

**There can be no longer any doubt! " eiclaimed the captain of 
the Proserpine, dropping bis glass with vexation too stroogly 
painted in bis manner to be mistaken ; **that it is a ship ; and , as 
yousay, Winchester, it must be the Ringdove; thoogh what the 
devil Lyon is doing away in there with her, unless he sees some* 
thiDg close ander the land , is more than I can teil. As there is 
clearrly nothing in this quarter , we will stand on , and take a look 
for ourselves." 

This nearly destroyed the hope of success. The officers began 
to suspect that their look-out on Campanella had been deceived , 
and that what he had supposed lo be alugger, was, in truth, a 
felucca ^ or perhaps a xebec , a craft which might well be mistaken 
for a lugger, at the distance of a few leagues. The error, however, 
Was with those in the ship. The officer sent upon the heights was 
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ashrewd, pracüsed master's-mate , who knew everything aboat 
his profession vhich properly came vithiD his line, and knew 
little eise. Bat for a habit of drinking , he would long since have 
been a lieutenanti being in tnith an older sailor than Winchester ; 
but, satisfied of his own infirmity, and Coming from a class in life 
in which preferment was viewed as a God-send, rather than as a 
right, he had long settled down into the belief that he was to live 
and die in his present Station, thereby losing most of the desire to 
rise« The name of this man was Clinch. Inconsequenceofhis 
long experience within the circle of his duties , his opinion was 
greatly respected by his superiors, when hewassober; and, as 
he had the precaution not to be otherwise when engaged on serrice, 
his weakness seldom bronght bim into any serious difficulties. 
Cuffe, as a last hope, had sent him up on the heights of Gampa- 
nella, with a perfect conviction that if anything were really in sight 
he would not fail to see it. All this confidence, however, had 
now ended in disappointment ; and, half-an hour later, when it 
was announced to Cuffe that **the cutter, with Mr. Clinch, was 
Coming down the Bay towards them ," the former even heard the 
name of his drunken favourite with disgust. As was usual with 
him , when out of humour , he went below, as the boat drew near, 
leaving orders for her officer to be sent down to him the instant the 
latter got on board. Five minutes later Clinch thrust his hard- 
looking, weather-beaten , but handsome red countenance in at 
the cabin-door. 

**Well, Sir," commenced the Captain, on a tolerably high 
key, *'a d — d pretty wild-goose chase you 've sent qs all on, down 
here, into this bay! The southerly wind is failingalready, and 
in half-an-hour the ships will be frying the pitch off their decks, 
without a breath of air: when the wind does come it will come out 
at west, and bring us all four or flve leagoes dead to leeward ! " 

Clinch's experience had taught him the nseful man-of-war 
lesson, to bow to the tempest, and not to attemptto brave it. 
Whenever he was '* rattled-down ," as he called it , he had the 
habit of throwing an expresslon of sarprise, comically blended 
with contrition, into his conntenance, which seemed to say, 
'* what have I done, now?" — or, 'Mf I have done anything amiss,' 
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you see how sorry I am for it." Hc met bis irriUted Commander 
on the present occasion with this eipression , and it produced thc 
nsnal effect of moUifying him a little. 

**Well, Sir; eiplain this matter, if you please,"* continued 
CafTe^ after a moment's hesitation. 

'' Will yoapleaseto teil me, Sir, what yoa wish explained?'* 
inquired Cliocli, throwing more surprise ttian common, even, 
into liis countenance. 

'*That is an extraordlnary qnestion, Mr. Clinch! I wish the 
Signal you made from yonder head-land explained , Sir. Did you 
not Signal the ship, to say that you saw the Le Few-Folly down 
here , at the south ward ? " 

** Well, Sir, I 'm glad that there was no mistake in the matter," 
answered Clinch, in a confident and a relieved manner. **lwas 
afraid at Grst, Captaln CufTe, that my Signal had not been 
understood." 

**Understood! How conld it be mistaken? You showed a 
black ball, for *the lugger's in sight.' Tou '11 not deny that, 
Itrust?" 

**No,Sir; one black ball , for * the lugger's in sight.' That 's 
just what I did show, Captain Cnffe." 

*'And three black balls together, for 'she bears dne south 
from CaprI.' What do you say to that?** 

'*Allright, Sir. Three black balls together, for 'she bears 
due south from Capri.' I didn't teil the distance , Captain Cuffe, 
because Mr. Winchester gave me no Signals for that." 

'* And these Signals you kept showing eyery half-hour , as long 
as it was light; CYen until the Proserpine was off." 

**Allaccording to Orders, Captain Cuffe, as Hr. Winchester 
will teil you. I was to repeat every half-hour, as long as the 
lug^er was in sight, and the day lasted." 

'*Ay, Sir; but you were not ordered to send os after a jack 
o'iantem, or to mistake some xebec or other from one of the 
Greek Islands, for a light, handyFrenchlugger." 

*'Nor did I, Captain Cuffe, begging your pardon, Sir. I 
Signalled the Few-Folly, and nothing eise, I give you my word 
for lt." 
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Cuffe looked hard at the master's-mateforhalfaminute, and 
bis ire inseDsibly lessened as he gazed. 

''Ton are too old a Seaman, Clinch, not to know vhat you 
vere abouti If yon saw the privateer, be good enough to teil us 
Vhat has become of her?" 

'*ThatismorethanI can say, Captain Cuffe, thougb tee her 
I did ; and that so plainly as to be able to make out her jigger, 
even. You know, Sir, weshotawayherjigger-mastinthechase 
off Elba , and she got a new one that steYes for'rard uncommonly. 
I noticed that when we feil in with her in the canal of Piombino; 
and seeing it again, could not but know it. But there 's no 
mistaking the saucy Folly, for them that has onceseen her; and 
I am certain we made her ont, abont four leagues to the southward 
of the cape , at the time I first signalled." 

** Four leagues! — I had thought she must be at least eight or 
ten , and kept off that dtstance , to get her in the net. Why did 
you not let us know her distance?" 

** Had no Signals for that, Captain Cuffe." 

**Well, then, why not send a boat to teil us the fact?" 

**Had no Orders, Sir. Was told by Hr. Winchester justto 
Signal the lugger and her bearings; and this, you must own, 
Captain Cuffe, we did piain enough. Besides, Sir — " 

**Well; besides whatf" demanded the Captain, obsening 
that the master's-mate hesitated. 

^* Why, Sir, how was I to know that any one in the ship wonld 
think a lugger coiäd be seen eight or ten leagues? That 's a long 
bit of water, Sir; andit would takea heavy ship's spars to rise 
high enough for such a sight." 

^*The land you were on, Clinch, was much loftier than any 
Tcssel's spars." 

*' Quito true, Sir; but not lofty enough for that, Captain 
Cuffe. That I saw the Folly I 'm as certain as I am of being in 
this cabin." 

* ' What has become of her , then ? Tou perceire she is not in 
Ihe Bay now." 

*' I suppose, Captain Cuffe, that she stood in until near enough 
for her purpose, and that she must haye hauled off the land, 



296 



after night sei in. There was plenty of room for her to pass out 
to sea again between the two frigates, and not be seen in the 
dark." 

This conjecture was so plausible as to satisfy Cuffe ; and yel it 
was not the fact« Clinch had made Le Feu-Follet, from his* 
elevated post, to the southward, as his signal had said; and he 
was right in all his Statements about her^ until darkness concealed 
her movements. lostead of passing out of the Bay, as he imagined, 
however, she had hauled up within a quarter of a league of 
Campanella, doubled that point, brushed along the coast to the 
northward of it, fairly within the Bay of Naples, and pushed out 
to sea, between Capri and Ischia; going direct athwart the an- 
chorage the men-of-war had so recently quitted , in order to do so* 

When Raoul quitted his vessel, he ordered her to stand directly 
oiT the land, just keeping Ischia and Capri in view, lyiog-to 
under her jigger. As this was low sail , and a lugger shows so 
little aloft, it was a common expedieot with cruisers of that rig» 
when they wished to escape Observation. Monsieur Pintard, 
Raoui's Grst-lieutenant, had expected a signal from his Comman- 
der at the very spot where Clinch had taken his Station ; but see- 
ing none, he hadswept along the coast, after dark, inthehope 
of discovering his position by the burning of a btue-light. Failing 
of this, however, he went off the land again, in time to get an 
offing before the return of day, and to save the wind. It was the 
boldness of the manceuvre that saved the lugger; Lyon going out 
through the pass between Capri and Campanella, about twenty 
minutes before Pintard brushed dose round the rocks under his 
jigger and jib only, anxiously looking out for a signal from his 
captain. The Frenchmen saw the sloop-of-war quite plainly, 
and, by the aid of their night-glasses , ascertaiued her character; 
mistaking her, however, for another ship, bound to Sicily or 
Malta ; while their own vessel escaped Observation , owing to the 
little sail she carried , the want of hamper, and her Situation so 
near the land, which gave her a back-ground of rocks. Clinch 
had not seen the movements of the lugger aller dark , in conse-^ 
quence of his retiring to the village of St. Agatato seek lodgiogs, 
as soon as he perceived that his own ship had gone to sea , and^ 



297 

Icft him and hfs boat's crew bebind. The following morning, 
when be made the abip to tbe soulhward, he pushed off, and 
pulled towards bis proper vessel, as related. 

*'Wbere did you pass the night, Clinch?" demanded the 
Captain, after they had discussed tbe probabilitles of the lugger's 
escape. * ' Not on the heights , ander the canopy of heaven ? " 

**0n the heights , and under tbe great canopy that has covered 
ns both so often , Captain Cuffe ; but mth a good Neapolitan mud- 
roof between it and my bead. As soon as it was dark , and I saw 
that the ship was off, I found a viliage named St. Agata, which 
Stands on the heights , ju^t abeam of those rocks they call the 
Sirens , and there we were well berthed nntil moroing." 

** You are lucky in bringing back all the boat's crew, Clinch. 
You know it 's low-water with us as to men , just now ; and our 
fellows are not all to be tnisted ashore , in a country which is fall 
of stonewalls, goodwine, and pretty girls." 

**Ialways take a set of regulär steady-ones with me, Captain 
Cuffe; I haven't lost a man from a boat these five years." 

*'You must have some secret, then, worth knowlng; for 
even the admirals sometimes lose iheir barge-men. I dare say, 
now, yours are all married chaps, who hold on to their wives, 
as so many sheet-anchors ; they say that is often a good expe- 
dient." 

'*Not at all, Sir. I did try that, tili I föund that half the 
fellows would run to get rid of their wives. The Portsmouth and 
Plymouth marriages don't always bring large estates with them, 
Sir, and tbe bridegrooms like to cut adrift at tbe end of the boney- 
moon. Don't you remember when we were in the Blenheim to- 
gether , Sir , we lost eleven of the launch's crew at one time ; and 
nioe of them turned out to be vagabonds, Sir, who deserted their 
weeping wives and suffering families at bome ! " 

*'Now you mentionit, I do remember sometbingofthesort; 
draw a chair, Clinch, and take a glass of grog. Tim, put a 
bottle of Jamaica before Mr. Cb'ncb. I have heard it said that you 
are married yourself , my gallant master's-mate?" 

*' Lord ! Captain Cuffe , that 's one of the young gentlemen*s 
stories ! If a body believed all they say , the Christiao religioa 
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woald soon get athwart-hawse, and mankind be all adrift in their 
morals ," answered Clinch , smacking his lips aller a Tery gratefui 
draught. *^ We Ve a regniar set of high-flyers aboard this ship at 
this blessed minute, Captain Cuffe, Sir, and Mr. Winchester 
has hIs hands fall of them ! I oflen wonder at his patience , Sir." 

'*We were young once ourselves, Clinch, and ought to be 
indnlgent to the follies of yonth. Bat, what sort of a berth did 
yoa find last night apon the rocks yonder?" 

** Why , Sir, as good as one can expect oat of Old England, l 
feil in with an elderly vornan , calling herseif Giantotardi — vhich 
is regalar-bnilt Italian , isn'tit, Sir?f' 

**That it Ss — bat, yoa speak the langnage, I believe , Clinch?" 

*' Why , Sir, I 've been drifting abont the world so long, that 
I speak a little of everything, finding it convenient when I stand 
in need of victnals and drink. The old lady on the hill and I oyer- 
hauled a famons yarn between us, Sir. It seems that she has a 
niece and a brother at Naples, vho oaght to have been back the 
night before last; and she was in lots of tribnlation abont them, 
Tranting to know if oar ship had seen anything of the rovers?" 

**By George! Clinch, yoa were on soundings, there, had 
you bat known it! Our prisoner has been in that part of the 
World , and we might get some eine to his manoeavres by questioo* 
ing the old woman closely. I hope yoa parted good friends? " 

'*The best in the world, Captain Cnffe. No one that feeds 
and lodges me well , need dread me as an enemy." 

*'I '11 Warrant it ! That 's the reason yoa are so loyal , Clinch." 

The hard, red face of the master's-mate worked a little, and, 
though he coald not well look all sorts of colonrs, he looked all 
ways bat in his captain*s eye. It was now ten years since he 
ought to have been a lieutenant, having once actually oatranked 
Cuffe, in the way of date of Service at least; and his conscience 
toldhfm twothingsqaitedistinctly; first, the fact of his long and 
weary probation ; andsecond, that it was, inagreatdegree, his 
own fanlt. 

*'I love his Majesty, Sir," Clinch observed, after givinga 
gnlp, ''and I never lay anything which goes hard with royseif to 
his acconnt. Still, memory will be memory; and spite of all I 



299 



cando, Sir, I sometimes remember what I mt^/t^ have been , as 
well as what I am, If bis Majcsty does feed me, it is with the 
spoon of a master'a-niate; and if he does lodge me, H is in the 
Cockpit/' 

'*I have been yoar shipmate often, and for years at a time," 
answered Cnffe, good-naturedlyf tbongh a little in the manner 
of a superior; ''and no one knows your history better. It is not 
your friends who have faiied you at need , so mnch as a certain 
enemy with whom you will insist on associating^ thongh he harms 
those most who love bim best." 

'*Ay, ay, Sir — that can*t be denied, Captain Cuffe ; yetit's 
a hard life that passes altogether withoot hope." 

This was uttered with an axpression of melancholy which said 
more for CHnch*s character than Cuffe had witnesscd in the man 
for years, and it revived many early impressions in bis favour. 
Clinch and he had once been messmates even^ and though years 
of a decided disparity in rank had since interposed their barrier of 
etiquette and feeling, Cuffe never could entirely forget the cir- 
cumstance. 

'*It is bard indeed to live, as you say, without hope," re- 
turned the Captain; **but hope otight to be the last thingto die* 
You should make one more rally , Clinch , before you throw up in 
despair." 

'* It 's not so much for myself , Captain Cuffe , that I mind it, 
as for some that live asbore. My father was as reputable a trades- 
man as there was in Piymouth,and when he got meon the quarter- 
deck he thought he was about to make a gentleman of me , instead 
of leaving me to pass a life in a Situation which may be said to be 
even beneath what bis own was." 

'*Now you undervalue your Station, Clinch. The berth of a 
master's>mate, in one of bis Majesty's finest frigates, is some- 
thing to be proud of ; I was once a master*s-mate — nay, Nelson 
has doubtiess filled the same Station. For that matter^ one of bis 
Majesty's own sons may have gone through the rank." 

'*Ay, gone through it, as you say, Sir," retumed Clinch, 
with a husky voice. *' It does well enoagh for them that go through 
it , but it 's death to them that stick, It 's a featfaer in a midship« 
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man's cap to be rated a mate ; but it 's no honour to be a niate at 
niy Urne of life , Captain Cuffe." 

" What is your age, Clinch? — Toa are not mach my senior." 

**Your senior, Sir! — The difference in our years is not as 
grcat as in our ranlc, certainly, though I never shall see thirty-two 
again. But it 's not so much that, afler all , as the thoughts of 
my poor mother, vho set her heart on seeing me with bis Majesty's 
commission in my pocket; and of another, who set her heart on 
one that I 'm afraid was never worthy her affection." 

'*This is new to me, Clinch ," retumed the Captain, with in- 
terest. ''One so seldom thinks of a masterVmate marrying that 
the idea of your being in that way has never crossed my miod , ex- 
cept in the manner of a joke." 

'*Master's*mates have married , Captain Cuffe, and they have 
ende J in being very miserable. But Jane , as well as myself , has 
made up her mind to live Single, unless we can see brighter pro- 
spects before us than what my present hopes afford." 

**Is it quite right, Jack, to keep a poor young woman towiog 
aloog in this uncertainty during the period of life when her chances 
for makiog a good connexion are the best?" 

Clinch stared at bis Commander, until bis eyes filled with tears. 
The glass had not touched bis Ups since the conversation took its 
present direction; and the usual, hard, settled character of bis 
face was becoming expressive , once more , with human emotions. 

**It 's not my fault, Captain Cuffe," he answered. In a low 
voice; '*it 's now quite six years since I insisted on her giving me 
up , but she wouldn't hear of the thing. A very respectable at^ 
torney wished to have her, and I even prayed her to accept bis 
offer; and the only unkind glance I ever got from her eye was when 
she heard me make a request which she told me sounded impious- 
ly, almost, to her ears. She would be a sailor's wife, or diea 
maid." 

**Thegirlhas, unfortunately, got some romantic notions con- 
cerning the profession , Clinch , and they are ever the hardest to be 
convinced of what is for their own good." 

'* Jane Weston! — Not she, Sir; there Is not so much romance 
about her as in the fly-leaves of a prayer-book. She is all heart. 
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{M)or Jane! and how I came to get such a hold of it, Captain CufTe, 
is a great mystery to myself. I certainly do not deserve half her 
«ffection^ and I now begtn to despair of ever being able to repay 
herforlt." 

Clinch was still a handsome man , though exposare and his 

habits had made some inroads on a coantenance vhich by nature 

was frank, open, and prepossessing. It now expressed the an- 

guish that occasionally came over his heart, as the helplessness of 

his Situation presented itself fally tohis mind. Cuffe's feelingswere 

touched , for he remembered the time when they were messmates, 

with a future before them which promised no more to the one than 

to the olher, the difference in the chances which birth afforded the 

captain alone excepted. Clinch was a prime Seaman, and as brave as 

a lion too ; qnalities which secared to bim a degree of respect , that 

his occasional self-forgetfülness had never enllrely forfeited. Some 

persons thought him the most skilful mariner the Proserpine con- 

tained; andperhaps this was true, if the professional skill were 

confined strictly to the handling of a ship, or to taking care of her 

00 critical occasions. All these circumstances induced Cuffe to 

enter more closely into the master-mate's present distress than he 

might otherwise have done. Instead of shoving the boltle to him, 

however, as if conscious how much disappointed hope had already 

driven the other to its indiscreet use, he pushed it gently aside, 

and taking his old messmate's band, with a momentary forget- 

fulness of the difference in rank , he said in a tone of kindness and 

confidence , which had long been strangers to Clinch's ears — 

**Jack, my honest fellow, thereisgood staffln yonyet, ifyon 
will only give it fair play. Make a manly rally, respect yourself 
for a few months , and something will turn up which will yet give 
you your Jane , and gladden your old mother's heart." 

Xhere are periods in the lives of men when a few kind words, 
backed by a friendly act or two, might save thousands of human 
beings from destruction. Such was the crisis in the fate of Clinch. 
He had almost given up hope, though it did occasionally revive in 
him whenever he got a cheering lelter from the constant Jane , who 
pertinaciously refused to believe any thing to his prejudice , and re- 
iigiously abstained from all reproaches« But it is necessary to 
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understand Che infiuenceof rank, on board a man-of-war, fuU| 
to compreheod the effect which was now prodaced od the master's- 
Diate by ihe caplain's langnage and manner. Tears streamed out 
of the eyes of Clinch, and he grasped the band of his Commander, 
almost convulsively. 

<*What can I do, Sir? Captain Cuffe, what can I do?" he 
exciaimed. **My duty is never negleeted ; but there are momenls 
of despair when I find the burthen too hard to be borne , without 
calling upon the bottle for snpport." 

*' Whenever a man drinks with such a motive , Clinch^ I would 
advise him to abstain altogether. He cannot trust himself; and 
that which he terms his friend is , in truth, his direst enemy. Re-> 
fuse your ralions , even; determine to be free. One week, nay, 
one day , may give a strength which will enable you to conquer , by 
leaving your reason unimpaired. Absence from the ship has acci- 
dentally befriended yon , for the little you have taken here has not 
been sufficient to do any härm. We are now engaged on a most in- 
teresting duty, and I will throw Service into your way which may be 
of importance to you. Get your name ooce fairly in a despatch, 
and your commission is safe. Nelson loves to prefer old tars; and 
nothing would make him bappier than to be able to serve you. Put 
it in my power to ask it of him, and I 'h answer for the resulL 
Something may yet come out of your visit to the cottage of this wo- 
man ; and do you be mindful to keep yourself in fortune's way." 

**God bless you, Captain Cuffe; God bless you, Sir!" an- 
swered Clinch, nearly choked, — **I '11 endeavour to do as you 
wish." 

**Remember Jane and your mother. With such a woman de- 
pendent for her happiness on his existence , a man must be a brüte 
not to struggle hard." 

Clinch groaned , for Cuffe probed his wound deep , though i( 
was done with an honest desire to eure. After wiping the Per- 
spiration from his face, and writhing on his chair, however, he 
recovered a little of his self-command , and became comparatively 
composed. 

** Xf a friend could only point out the way by which I might r&« 
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eovcr some of tbe losl ground/' satd he, **my gralitude to bim 
M'ould last as long as life, Captain CufTe." 

**llere is an opening theo, Clinch. Nelson alUches as niuch 
fmporlance to our catching this lagger as he ever did to falling in 
wllh a fleet. The ofTicer who is serviceable on this occasion may be 
sure of being remembered, and I will give you every chance in my 
power. 60, dress yourself in your best; make yourself look as 
you know you can ; then be ready for boat-service. I bave some 
duty for you now^ which will be but the beginning of good luck, 
if you only remain true to your mothcr, to Jane, and to yourself." 

A new life was infused into Clinch. For years he bad bcen 
OYcrlooked; apparently forgotten , except whcn thorough scaman- 
ship was required ; and even bis cxperimeot of gettiog transferred 
to a vessel commanded by an old roessmate had seemingly failed. 
Here wasachange, however, andaray, brighter than common, 
shone athwart the darkness of bis future. Even CuflTe was Struck 
with the checrfulness of his countenance , and the alacrity of the 
master's-matc*s movements , and he rcproached himself with ha- 
Ying so long becn indifferent to the best interests of one who cer- 
tainly had some Claims on his friendship. Still , there was nothing 
unusual in the present relations betwcen these old messmates. 
Favoured by family and fricnds, Cuffe had never been permitted 
to fall into despondency, and had pursued bis career successfully 
and with spirit ; whiletheother, unsupported, and failing of any 
immedtate opportunity for getting a-head, had fallen into evil ways, 
and had become, by slow degrees, the man be was. Such in- 
stances as the latter are of not unfrequent occurrence even in a 
marine in which promotion is as regulär as in the American Ser- 
vice, though it is rare indeed that a man recovers bis lost ground, 
whcn placed in circumstances so tryiog. 

In half an hour Clinch was ready, dressed in his best. The 
gentlemen of the quarter-deck saw all these preparations with sur- 
prise; for, of late, the masterVmate had seldom been seeo in 
that partof the ship atall. Bot, in a man-of-war, discipliue is 
a matter of faith, and no one presumed to ask questions« Clinch 
was closeted with the Captain for a few minutes, received his 
opders , and weot over the ship's side with a cheerful countenaoce» 
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actually entering the Captain's gig , the fastest roving boat of the 
ship. As soon as seated, he shoved off, and held bis wajr 
towards the point of Campanella , theo distant abont three leagues. 
No one knew ivhither he was bound , thongh all believed it was on 
duty which related to the logger, and dnty vhich required a 
seaman's judgnient. As for Cuffe , bis manner , which bad began 
to be uneasy and wandering, became more composed when he 
saw bis old messmate fairly off, and that too at a rate which would 
carry bim even to Naples in the conrse of a few honrs, sbould bis 
voyage happen to be so long. 

CHAPTER XXI. 

His honour 's link'd 
Unto bis life; he that will seek the one 
Must venture for the other, or lose both. 

Tatham. 

It was now certain that Le Fea-Follet was not in the Bay of 
Salemo. By means of the lofty spars of the ship, and the aid of 
glasses , the whole coast bad been effectnally snrveyed , and no 
signs of such a craft were visible. Even Lyon bad given it up, bad 
wore round, and was standing along the land again, towards 
Campanella, a disappointed man. As Cuffe expected the next 
wind from the westward, he continued on to the northward, 
bowever, intendingto gooffAmalfi, and question any fisherman 
be niight fall in with. Leaving the ship slowly pursuing her 
course in that direction , then , we will tum our attention to the 
State of the prisoners. 

Ghita and her nncle bad been properly cared for all this time. 
The gunner's wife lived on board ; and being a respectable woman, 
Cuffe bad the delicacy to send the poor girl forward to the State- 
room and mess of this woman. Her uncle was provided for near 
at band; and as neither was considered in any degree criminal, 
it was the Intention to put them ashore, as soon as it was certain 
that no Information concerning the Ingger was to be obtained from 
them. Ithuel was at duty again , haying passed half the moming 
in the fore-top. The shore-boat, which was in the way on deck, 



305 



was now strack loto the water, and was towiog astera , in waiüng 
for the moment when Carlo Giuntotardi and his niece were to be 
put in possession of it again, and permitted to depart. This 
moment was delayed, however, nntil the ship should again 
double Campanella, and be once more in the Bay of Naples, as it 
would have been cruel to send two such persons as the uncle and 
niece adrift, at any material distance from their proper place of 
landing. 

It was very different with Raoul Yvard , however. He was 
under the Charge ofasentry on the berth-deck, in waiting for the 
fearfui moment when he should be brought forth for execution. 
His sentence was generally known in the ship , and with a few he 
was an object of interest; though punishment, deaths in battle, 
and all the other casualties of nautical life, were much too familiär 
in such a war to awaken anythiog like a Sensation in an active 
cruising frigate. Still, some had a thought for the prisoner's 
Situation. Winchester was a humane man, and, to bis credit, 
he bore no malice for his own defeat and sufTcrings , while, in his 
capacity of first-lieutenant, it was in his power to do much towards 
adding to the comfort of the condemned. He had placed the pri- 
soner between two open ports, where the air circulated freely , no 
trifling consideration in so warm a climate, and had ordered a 
canvass bulk-head to be placed around bim , giving Raoul the be- 
nefit of a state-room for his meditations at so awful a moment. 
Hisirons, too, had been removed , as nseless; though care had 
been taken to remove from the prisoner everything by which he 
might attempt his own life. The probability of bis jumping 
through a port had been discussed between the first and second 
lieutenants ; but the sentry was admonished to be on his guard 
against any such attempt; and little apprehension was feit , Raoul 
being so composed , and so unlikely to do anything precipitately. 
Then , it would be easy to pick bim up while the vessel moved so 
slowly. To own the truth , too , many would prefer his drowning 
himself than to see bim swinging at a yard-arm. 

In this narrow prison, then, Raoul passed the night and 
moraing. It would be representing bim as more stoical than the 
trath, if we said he was unmoYed. So far from this, his moments 

Th9 Jach O'Lantem, W 
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were bitter, and bis anguisb would bave been extreme were it not 
for a high resolution whicb prompted bim to die, as he fancied it, 
like im Frangais, The numerous executions by the guillotine bad 
brought fortitude , under such circumstances , into a sort of fa- 
shion, and there were few who did not meet death vith decoram. 
Witb ourprisoner, bowever, it was still diflerent; for, sustained 
by a danntless spirit, he would bave faced the great tyrantofthe 
race, eveninbismostratbless mood, witb firmness, ifnotwith 
disdain. But to a young man and a lover, the last great change 
could not well approach without bringing with it a feeling of hope- 
lessness whicb, in the case of Raoul, was nnrelieved by any 
cheering expectations for the fature. He fally believed bis doom 
to be sealed , and that less on account of bis imaginary offence as a 
spy, than on account of the known and extensive injuries he bad 
done to the English commerce. Raonl was a good hater ; and ac- 
cording to the fasbion of past times^ whicb we apprebend, in 
spite of a vast deal of equivocal philanthropy now circulating freely 
from raouth to mouth and from pen to pen , will continue to be the 
fashion of times to come, he heartiiy disliked the people with 
whom he was at war, and consequently was ready to believe 
anything to their prejudice which political rivalry mightinvent; a 
frame of mind which led bim to tbink bis life would be viewed as a 
trifle when put in the scales against English ascendancy or English 
profit. He was accustomed to tbink of the p6ople of Great Britain 
as a *'nation of shopkeepers ," and wbile engäged himself in a 
calling that bears the brand of rapacity on its yery brow , he looked 
upon bis own pursuit as comparatiyely martial and honourable ; 
qualitiesy in sooth, it was far from being without as be himself 
bad exercised its functions. In a word , Raoul understood Cuffe 
as little as Cuffe understood him ; facts , that will sufficiently ap- 
pear in the interview which it bas now become our office to relate. 
The prisoner received one or two friendly Visits in the course of 
themoming; Griffln, in particular, conceiving it to be bis duty 
to try to cheer the condemned man, on account of bis own know- 
ledge of foreign tongues. On these occasions the conversation 
was prevented from falling into anything like the sombre by the 
firmness of the prisoner's manner« With a view to do the thing 
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handsomely , Winchester had caased the canvass balk-head to in- 
clude the guns on each side , whfch of conrse gave more air and 
light witbin the narrow apartment, as it bronght both ports into 
the little room. Raoul adverted to this circumstance, as, seated 
un one stool, he invited Griffin , in the last of bis Visits, to tal^e 
another. 

''You find me, here, sapported by a piece of eighteen on 
each side,'* observed the prisoner, smiling, ^*as becomes a 
Seaman who is about to die. Were my death to come from the 
mouthsofyourcannon, Monsieur Lieutenant, it would only meet 
me a few months, or perhaps a few days sooner than it might 
happen by the same mode, in the ordinary course of events." 

*' We ](now how to feee! for a brave man in your Situation," 
answered Griffin , with emotion ; **and nothing would make us all 
happier than to have it as you say ; you in a good warm frigate , on 
our broadside , and we in this of our own , contending fairly for 
the honour of our respective countries." 

*' Monsieur, the fortune of war has ordered it otherwise ; but 
you are not seated , Monsieur Lieutenant." 

^^Monpardon; Captain Cuffe has sent meto request you will 
favour him with your Company in bis cabin , as soon as it may be 
agreeable to yoursclf, Monsieur Yvard." 

There is something in the polished expressions of the French 
language that would have rendered it difficult for Griffiu to have 
been other than delicate in bis Communications with the prisoner, 
had he been so disposed ; but such was not his inclination ; for, 
now that their gallant adversary was at their mercy, all the brave 
men in the Proserpine feit a disposition to deal tenderly with him. 
Raoul was toucbed with these indicationsof generosity; and, as 
he had witnessed Griffin's spirit in the different attempts made on 
his lugger , it inclined him to think better of his foes. Rising , he 
professed his readiness to attend the Captain, at that very moment. 

Cuffe was waiting in the after-cabin. When Griffin and the 
prisoner entered he conrteously requested both to be seated , the 
former being invited to remain, not only as a witness of what might 
occur, but to act as Interpreter in case of need. A short pause 
»ucceeded, and then the Captain opened the dialogue, which was 

20* 
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carried on in Eoglish, with occssional asslstance from Griffid 
whenever it became necessary. 

'* I greatly regret , Monsieur Yvard, to see a brave man in your 
Situation," commenced Cuffe, who, soothtosay, apart from the 
particular object he had in view , ultered no more than the truth. 
** We have done füll justice to your spirit and judgment, while we 
have tried the hardest to get you into our power. But the laws of 
war are severe, necessarily, and we English have a commander-in- 
Chief who is not disposed to trifle in matters of duty." 

This was said partly in policy, and partly from a habit of Stand- 
ing in awe of the character of Nelson. Raoul received it, how- 
ever, in the most favonrable light; though the politic portion of the 
motive was altogelher thrown away, as will be seen in the seqnel. 

'* Monsieur, un Fran^ais knows how to die in the cause of Li« 
berty and bis Country," answered Raoul, courteously, yet with 
emphasis. 

<*I do not doubt it, Monsieur; still, I see no necessity for 
things to be pushed to that extremity. England is as liberal of her 
rewards as she is powerful to resent injuries. Perhaps some plan 
may be adopted which will avert the necessity of sacrificing the life 
of a brave man, in so cruel a mode." 

** I shall not affect to play the hero , Monsieur le Capitaine. If 
any proper mode of relieving me, in my present crisis, can be dis- 
covered, my gratitude will be in proportion to the Service rendered." 

**This is talking sensibly, and to the purpose. I make no 
doubt, when we come to a rightunderstandingeverythingwillbe 
amicably arranged between us. Griffin, do me the favour to help 
yourself to a glass of wine-and-water, which you will Gnd refresh- 
ing this warm day. Monsieur Tvard will join us; the wine Coming 
from Capri, and being far from bad; though some do prefer 
the Lachryme Christi which grows about the footof Vesuvias, I 
believe." 

Griffin did as desired, though his own countenance was for 
from expressing all the satisfaction that was obvious in the face of 
Cuffe. Raoul declined the offer; waiting for the forthcoming ex- 
planation with an interest he did not affect to conceal« Cuffe 
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seemed disappointed aod reluctant to procced; but fioding his two 
eompaDioos silent, he was obiiged to make his proposal. 

'*Oai, Monsiear," he added, ** England is powerful to re- 
sent, but ready to forgive. You are very fortunate in having it in 
yonr power, at so serions amoment, to secnre her pardon for an 
offence which is always visited in war with a punishment graver 
than any other/' 

*' In what way can this be done , Monsieur le Capitaine ? I am 
not one who despises life; more especially when it is in danger of 
being lost by a disgracefui death." 

*'I am rejoiced , Monsieur Yvard , to find you in this frame of 
mind ; it will relieve me from the discharge of a most painful doty, 
and be the means of smoothiug over many difficulties. Without 
doubt you have heard of the character of our celebrated admiral, 
Nelson?" 

"His name is known to every Seaman , Monsieur," answered 
Raoul, stiffly; his natural antipathies being far from cured by the 
extremity of his Situation. '* He has written it on the waters of the 
Nile in letters ofblood!" 

*' Ay, his dceds there, or elsewhere, will not soon be forgolten. 
He is a man of an iron will; when his heart is set on a thinghe 
sticks at no lisk to obtain it, especially if the means be lawful, and 
the end is glory. To be frank, Monsieur, he wishes much for 
your lugger, the Few-Folly." 

"Ah!" exclaimed Raoul, smiling ironically; "Nelson is not 
the only English admiral who has had the same desire. Le Feu~ 
FoIIet, Monsieur le Capitaine, is so charming that shehas many 
admirers ! " 

"Among whom Nelson is one of the wärmest. Now, this 
makes your case so much the easier to be disposed of. You have 
nothing to do but to put the lugger into our hands , when you will 
be pardoned, and be treated as a prisoner of war." 

"Does Monsieur Nelson authorize you to make this proposal 
tome?" asked Raoul, gravely. 

** He does. Intrusted with the care of his country's interests, 
he is willing to overlook the offence against her under the law of 
nations, to deprive the enemy of the means of doing so much barm. 
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Pot the lugger into our hands, and you shall be sent to an ordinary 
prison-ship* Nay, merely let us into the secret of her position, 
and loe vill see to her captare." 

'* Monsieur Nelson, doubtiess, does no more than his duty/' 
answered Raoul , quietly , but with an air of severe self-respect. 
" It is his business to have a care for English commerce, and he 
has eyery right to make this bargain. But the treaty will not be 
conducted on equal terms ; while he is doing no more than his 
duty, I have no powers." 

*'How? — You have the power of speech; that will sufiQce to 
let US into the secret of the Orders you have given the lugger, and 
where she is probably to be found at this moment." 

''Non, Monsieur; I have not even that power. I can do 
nothing that must cover me with so much infamy. My tongue is 
under laws which I never made , when treachery is in question." 

Had Raoul assumed a theatrical tone and manner, as might 
have been expected , probably it would have made very little Im- 
pression OD Cuffe ; but his quiet simplicity and steadiness carried 
eonviction with them. To say the truth, the captain was disap- 
pointed. He would have hesitated about making his proposition 
to an officer of the regulär French marine^ low as even these stood 
at that day, in the estimation ofNelson's fleetinparticular; but 
from a privateersman he expected a greedy acquiescence in a plan 
which ofTered life as a reward in cxchange for a treachery like that 
he proposed. At first he feit disposed to taunt Raoul with the 
contradiction between what he, Cuffe , conceived to be his geueral 
pursuits , and his present assumption of principles ; but the un- 
pretending calmness of the other's manner, and the truth of his 
feelings, prevented it. Then, to do Cuffe himself justice , he 
was too generous to abuse the power he had over his prisoner. 

** You may do well to think of this , Monsieur Yvard " ob- 
served the Captain, after a pause of quite a minute. '*The interest 
at stake is so heayy, that reflection may yet induce you to change 
your mind." 

** Monsieur Cuffe, Ipardonyou, ifyoucanpardonyourself," 
answered Raoul , with severe dignity in hisroanner, risingashe 
spoke , as if disdaining civilities which came from his tempter. * * I 
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know what yon think of ns Corsairs; bat an officer in an honour- 
able Service should hesitate long before he tempts a man to do an 
act like this. The fact that the life of your prisoner is at stake, 
ought to make a brave Seaman still more delicate how he tries to 
work on bis terrors or bis principles. But , I repeat , I forgive 
yoo, Monsieur, ifyoucan forgive yourself/' 

Cuffe stood confounded. The blood rushed to bis heart ; after 
which it appeared as if abont to gash through the pores of bis face. 
A feeling of fierce resentment almost consumed bim; then he be- 
came bimself again , and began to see things as was bis wont in 
cooler moments. Still be could not speak^ pacing the cabin to 
recover bis self-command. 

** Monsieur Yvard," he atlength said, **I ask your forgiveness 
sincerely , and from the bottom of my heart. I did not know you^ 
or such a proposal would never have insulted you or disgraced a 
British officer, in my person. Nelson , too, is the last man living 
to wound the feelings of an honourable enemy; but we did not 
know you. All privateersmen are not of your way of thinking , and 
it was tkere we feil into our mistake." 

'"Touches^la" said Raoul, frankly extending bis band. 
''Monsieur le Capitaine, you and I ought to meet in two fine 
frigates, each for bis country's honour; let what would be the 
resuU, it would lay the foundation of an eternal friendship. I have 
lived long enough in votre Angleterre to understand how little you 
koow notre France; mais n'importe — Brave men can understand 
one another all over the world ; for the little time wbich is left me 
we shall be friends." 

Cuffe seized RaouFs band , and even a tear escaped htm as he 
squeezed it warmly. 

* * This bas been a d— d miserable business , Griffin ," said the 
Captain , as soon as he could speak without betraying weakness, 
'*and one no man will everfind me employed in again, thougb a 
fleet as large as that up in the Bay yonder were the price." 

'*I never thoughtit would succeed, Sir; and, to say the truth, 
I never hoped it would. Tou '11 excuse me, Captain Cuffe, but 
we English don't give the Continentals exactly the credit thej 



312 



deserve; and particnlarly the French. I thonght it won1dn*t do^ 
from the 6rst." 

Cuffe DOW repeated his apologies ; and after a few expressions 
of friendly esteem on both sides, Raoul returned to his little room, 
declining theCaptain's offer tooccupyoneof the cabin state-rooms. 
Griffin was soon back again, and then the cenversation was 
resumed between the two officers. 

**This is altogether a most painful basiness, Griffin/' observed 
Caffe. '*There is no doubt that Monsieur Tvard is technically a 
spy , and guilty aecording to the forms of law; bat I entertain not 
the smallest doubt of the tmth of his whole story. This Ghita 
Caraccioli, as the girl calls herseif, is the very picture of truth; 
and was actually in Nelson's cabin the day before yesterday, under 
circumstanceswhich leave nodoubtof thesimplicityand truth of her 
character, while every part of the tale corresponds with the other. 
Even the veechy, and this pursy old podestä, confirm the account; 
for they have seen Ghita in Porto Ferrajo, and begin to think the 
Frenchman came in there solely on her account.*' 

*'I make no doubt, Captain Cuffe, that Lord Nelson will give 
a resplte , or eren a pardon, were the facts fairly laid before bim,'' 
observed Griffin, who feit a generous interest in preserving the life 
of Raoul , the very man he had endeayoured to destroy by fire only 
afew weeks before; but such is the waywardnessof man, and such 
are the mixed feelings generated by war. 

* * This is the most serious part of the affair , Griffin. The sen- 
tence is approved ; with an order that it shall be carried ioto effect 
this yery day, between the hours of sunrise and sunset; while here 
it is already noon , and we are to the southward of Campanella, 
and so distant from the flag-ship as to put Signals out of the 
question." 

Griffin Started ; all the grave difficulties of the case glancing 
upon his mind in a moment. An order, aecording to the habits of 
the Service , and more especially an order of this serious character, 
was not to be questioned; yet here was a dilemma in which there 
appeared no means of relief. 

** Good God ! Captain Cuffe, how unlucky ! Cannot an eipress 
be sent across by land , so as yet to reach the flag-ship in time? 
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*'I have thougbt of Chat, Griffio, and Clinch has gone precisely 
on that errand." 

** Clinch ! — Pardon me, Sir; bat such a dnty requires a very 
active and sober officer! '' 

** Clinch is active enough , and I Anoti» bis beselting weakness 
will have no power over bim to-day. I have opened the way for a 
commission to bim, and no one in the ship can go to Naples in a 
boat sooner tban Clinch , if he really try. He will make the most 
of the aftemoon's breeze, shonld tbere be any, and I have arranged 
a Signal with bim , by which he may let us know the resnlt even at 
the distance of eight or ten miles." 

**Has Lord Nelson left no discretion in the Orders , Sir?" 

«<None ; unless Raonl Tvard distinctiy consents to give up the 
lagger. In that case, I have a letter, which authorizes me to delay 
the execntion , nntil I can commnnicate directly with the com- 
mander-in-chief." 

**Uowyeryun]ucky it has bcen all roand! Is tbere no pos- 
sibility, Sir, of making up a case that might render this discretion 
available." 

**That might do among you irresponsibles » Mr. Griffin," 
answered Cuffe a little sharply; "but I would rather bang forty 
Frenchmen tban be Bront^'d by Nelson for neglect of duty." 

Cuffe spoke more strongly tban be intended, perbaps; but the 
Commander of a ship-of-war does not always stop to weigh bis 
words when he condescends to discuss a point with an inferior. 
The reply put a check upon Griffin's zeal, boweTer^ though the 
discourse did not the less proceed. 

* * Well , Sir ," the lieutenant answered , " I 'm sure we are all 
as aniious as you can be, to avert this affair from our ship. 'T was 
but the other day we were boasting in the gun-room , to some o( 
the Lapwing's officers who were on a visit here, that the Proserpine 
never bad an execntion or a court-martial flogging on board her, 
though she bad now been under the British ensign near four years, 
and bad been seven times under fire ! " 

<<God send^ Griffin, that Clinch find the admiral, and get 
back in time ! " 

*'How would it do, Sir, to send the vice-govematore to try 



314 



the prisoner ; perbaps he might persuade him to se^m to consent, 
or, some such thing, you know, Sir, as might justify a delay, 
They say the Corsicans are the keenest-witted fellows in all these 
seas ; and Elba is so near to Corsica that one cannot faucy there is 
mnch difference between theirpeople." 

'* Ay, your veechy is a regulär witch! — He made out so well 
in bis first interview with Yrard, that no one can donbt bis ability 
to overlay him in another ! " 

*'One never knows, Captaln Cuffe. The Italian bas more 
resources than most men ; and the Signor Barrofaldi is a discreet, 
sensible man^ when he acts with bis eyes open. Le Feu-Follet 
bas cheated others besides the vice-governor and the podestä! '' 

^'Ay, these d— d Jack-o'-Lantems are never to be trusted. 
It would bardly surprise me to see the Folly Coming down, 
wing-and-wing , from under the land, and passing out to sea, 
with a six-knot breeze, while we lay as still as a cathedral, 
with not air enough to turn the smoke of the galley-fire from the 
perpendicular." 

*'She 's not inside of us, Captain Cuffe; of that we may be 
certain. I bave been on the main-top-gallant-yard with the best 
glass in the ship, and bave swept the whole coast, from the ruins 
over against us , bere to the eastward , up to the town of Salerno ; 
there is nothing to be seen , as large as a sparanara." 

'*One would think, too, this Monsieur Tvard might give up, 
to save bis own life, after all ! " 

''fFe should bardly do it, I hope Captain Cuffe?" 

**I believe yon are right, Griffin; one feels forced to respect 
the privateersman, in spiteof bis trade. Who knows but something 
might be got out of that Bolt? He must know as much aboat the 
lugger as Yvard bimself." 

''Quite true, Sir; I was thinking of proposing something of 
the sort, not a minute since. Now, that 's a fellow one may take 
pleasure in riding down , as one would ride down the main tack. 
Shall I bave bim sent for« Captain Cuffe?" 

The Captain besitated ; for the previous experiments on Ithuers 
selfishness had failed. Still, the preservationofRaoul's life, and 
the capture of the lugger, were now objects of nearly eqnal interest 
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with Caffe , and he feit disposed to neglect oo plausible means of 
effectiDg either. A sign of approbation was all the lieatenant 
needed; and, in a few minutes, Ithuel stood again in the presence 
of bis captain. 

*'Here is an opportunitj for you to fetch up a good deal of 
Ice-way, Master Bolt/' commenced the Captain; **aDd I am 
willing to give you a chance to help yourself. You know \vhere you 
lastlefltbeFew>FoIIy, I suppose?" 

**l don*t know but I might, Sir/' answered Ithuel, rolliug 
bis eyes around bim , Gurions to ascertain what the other would be 
at. **I don't know but I might remember, on a pinch, Sir; 
though, to own the truth, my memory is none of the most 
desperate best." 

''Well, tben, wbere was it? Recollect that the life of your 
late friend , Raonl Yvard , may depend on your answer." 

*' I want to koow ! — Well, this Europe is a Gurions part of the 
World, as all must admit, that Gome from Ameriky. What has 
Captain Ruie done now , Sir , that he Stands in such jeopardy ? " 

*^You know that he is Gonvicted as a spy; and my Orders are 
to have bim eieeuted, unless we can get hislugger. 7%en, in- 
deed, we may possibly show bim a little favour; as we do not 
make war so mueb on individuals as on nations/' 

Cuffe would probably have been puzzled to explain the ap- 
pliGation of bis own sentiment to the case before bim ; but, pre- 
suming on bis having to deal with one wbo was ueither very philo- 
sopbical nor logical bimseif , be was somewhat indifferent to bis 
own mode of proceeding, so that it effected the objeet. Ithuel, 
howeyer, was not understood. Loye for Raoul, or the lugger, 
or, indeed, for anything eise , bimseif excepted , formednopart 
of bis charaeter; while hatred of England bad become ineorporated 
with the whole of bis moral System ; if sueb a man Gould be said to 
baye a moral System at all. He saw nothing to be gained by 
serving Raoul in particular; though this he might baye done did 
nothing interfere to preyent it; white be bad so strong an ayersion 
to suffering the English to get Le Feu-FoUet, as to be willing even 
to risk bis own life in order to preyent it. His care, therefore, 
was to aecomplish bis purpose vith the least hazard to bimseif. 
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*^And , if the lagger can be had^ Sir, yoa fotcnd to let CapUin 
Kule go?" he asked, wilh an air of interest. 

*' Ay , we may do that; though it will depend ou the Admiral. 
Can you teil us where you left her , and where she probably now 
is?" 

*^CaptaiD Ruie bas said the Grst, alrcady, Sir. He toldthe 
truth about that before the court. Bat, as to telling vhere the 
lugger is oow , I '11 defy any man to do it ! Why , Sir , I Vc tumed 
io at eight bells, aod left her, say ten or fifteen leagues deadto 
leeward of an island, or a light-house perhaps, and on turning 
out at eight bells, in the morning, found her just as far to wind- 
ward of the same objeet. She 's as oncalculating a crafl as I ever 
put foot aboard of." 

*'Indeed!" saidCufTe, ironically: '^I do not wonder that her 
captain 's in a scrape." 

'' Scrape, Sir ! — The Folly is nothing but a scrape. I 've tried 
my band at keeping her reck'nin'/' 

*«You!" 

*'YeSy Sir, I; Ilhuel Bolt, that 's my name, at hum' or 
abroad y and I 've tricd to keep the Folly's reck'nin', with all the 
advautage of thermometer, and lead-lines , and logarithms , and 
such necessaries, youknow, Captain CufTe ; and /neveryetcould 
place her within a hundred miles of the spot where she was actually 
seen to be." 

" I am not at all surprised to hear this , Bolt; but what I want 
at present , is to know what you thiuk may be the precise position 
of the lugger, without the aid of the thermometer, and of loga- 
rithms; I 've a notion you would make out better by letting such 
things alone." 

*<Well, who knows but I might, Sir! My Idee of the Folly, 
just now, Sir, is that she is somcwhere off Capri, under short 
canvass, waiting for Captain Rule anditojoinher, and keeping 
a Sharp look-out after the inimies' cruisers." 

Now, this was not only precisely the position of the lugger at 
that very moment , but it was what Ithuel actually believed to bc 
her Position. Still , nothing was farther from this man's Intention 
than to betray bis former messmates. He was so very cunning as 
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to have detected how little Cuffe was disposed to believe him ; and 
he told the truth, as the most certaia nieans of avertiogmischief 
from the lugger. Nor did his ruse fail of its object. Eis whole 
manner had so much deceit and low cnnning about it , that neither 
Cuffe nor Griffin beiie?ed a word he said ; and after a little more 
pumping, the fellow was dismissed in disgust, with a sharpin- 
timation that it would be singalarly for his interest to look out how 
he discharged his general duties in the ship. 

''This will never do^ Griffin/' exclaimedtheCaptain, vexed 
and disappointed. ** Should anything occur to Clinch, or should 
the Admiral happen to be off with the King on one of his shooting 
excursions, we shall be in a most serious dilemma. Would to 
God we had not lefl the anchorage at Capri ! Tfien , one might 
commnnicate with the flag with some certainty. I shall never for- 
give myself if anything fatal actually take place ! " 

^*When one does all for the best, Captain Cuffe, his mind 
onght to be at ease , and you could not possibly foresee what has 
happened. Might not — one wouldnH like either^ but, necessity 
is a hard master — " 

** Out with it^ Griffin ; anything is better than suspense/' 

*' Well^ Sir, I was just thinking that possibly this young Ita^ 
lian girl might know something about the lugger ^ and, as she 
clearly loves the Frenchman , we should get a strong purchase on 
her tongue by means of her heart." 

Cuffe looked intently at his lieutenent for half a minute; then 
he sbook his head in disapprobation. 

**No, Griffin, no," said he, **to this I never can consent. 
As for this quibbling , equivocating Yankee , if Tankee he be, 
one wouldn't feel many scruples of delicacy; but to probe the 
affections of a poor, innocent girl,. in this way, would be going 
too far. The heart of a young girl should be sacred under every 
circumstance." 

Griffin colonred, and he bit his Kp. No one Ukes to be out- 
done in the appearance of genero&ity« at least; and hefeltveied 
that he should have ventured on a proposition which bis superior 
treated as unbecoming. 

**NeTerthe]e8s» Sir, she might think the lugger cheaply sold, 
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Said he, with emphasis, '*proyided her lover's life was what she 
got In exchange. It would be a very difTerent thiog were we to ask 
her to seil her admirer, instead of a mere privateer." 

*'No matter, Griffio, we will not meddle with the private 
feelings of a young female , whom chance bas ihrowD into our 
hands. As soon as we get near euough in with the land I intend 
to let the old man take bis boat, and carry bis niece ashore. That 
will be gettiiigridof/Aem, atleast, bonourably aod fairly. God 
knows what is to become of the Frenchman ! " 

Tbis terminated the Conference. Grifiin went on deck » where 
duty now calied bim ; and CufTe sat down to re-peruse , for the 
ninth or tenth time , the Instructions of the Admiral. 

CHAFfER XXII. 

I have no dread , 
And feel the curse to have no natural fear, 
Nor flutlering ihrob , that beats with hopes or wishes , 
Or lurking love of somelhing on the earth. 

Manfrbd. 

By tbis time the day had materially advanced , and there were 
grave grounds for the uneasiness which Cuffe began so seriously 
to feel. AH three of the ships were still in the Bay of Salerno, 
gatbering in towards its nortbern sbore, howcver ; the Proserpine, 
the deepest embayed,* the Terpsichore, and the Ringdove, having 
hauled out towards Campanella, as soon as they were satisfied 
that nothing was to be seen in-sbore of them. The beights, which 
line the coast, from the immediate vicinity of the townof Salerno 
to the bead-land that ends near Capri, have long been celebrated, 
not only for their beauty and grandeur, but in connexion with the 
lore of the middle ages. As the Proserpine had never been in tbis 
bay before, or never so near its bead, her officers found some 
temporary relief from the very general uneasiness which was feit 
on account of their prisoner, iu viewiug scenery remarkable even 
in that remarkable section of the globe. The ship had gone up 
abreast of Amalfi, and so close in as to be less than a mile from 
the sbore. The object was to communicate with some fishermen, 
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«vhich had been done ; the informatioa recei?ed going to estabHsb 
the fact that do craft resembling the lugger had been in that part 
of (he bay. The yessel's head was now laid to the sonthward and 
westward, in waiting for the zephyr, which raight soon be ex- 
pected. The gallant frigate, seen from the impending rocks, 
looked like a light merchantman, in all bat her syrametry and 
warlike guise; nature being moulded on so grand a scale all along 
that coast as to render objects of human art unusually diminutive 
to the eye. On the other band, the country-houses , churches^ 
hermitages, convents, and villages, clustered all along the moun- 
tain sides, presented equally delusive forras, though they gave 
an affluence to the views that left the spectator in a stränge doubt 
which most to adraire, their wildness or their picturesque beauty. 
The littlc air that remained was still at the southward, and as the 
ship raoved slowly along this scene of Singular attraction each 
ravine seemed to give up a town, each shelf of rock a human 
habitation^ and each natural terrace a villa and a garden. 

Of all men, sailors become the most blase$ in the way of the 
sensations produced by novelties and fine scenery. It appears to 
be a part of their calling to suppress the emotions of a greenhorn; 
and , generally, they look upon anything a little out of the ordiuary 
track with the coolness of those who feel it is .an admission of in- 
feriority to betray surprise. It seldom happens with them that 
anything occurs, or anything is seen to which the last cruise, or, 
if the vessel be engaged iu trade, the last voyage, did not at least 
fnrnish a parallel; usually the past event, or the more distant ob~ 
ject, has the advantage. He who has a sufficient störe of this 
reserved knowledge and experience , it will at once be seen, enjoys 
a great superiority over him who has not, and is placed aboye the 
necessity of avowing a Sensation so humiliating as wonder. On the 
present occasion , however, but few held out against the novelty of 
the actnal Situation of the ship; most on board being willing 
enough to allow that they had never before been beneath cliffs 
which had such a nnion of the magnificent, the pictaresque» and 
the soft; though a few continned firm, acting up to the old charac* 
ters , with the consistency of settled obstinacy. 

Strand , the boatswain , was one of those who oq all such occ*- 
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sSoDS *' died hard." He was the last man in the ship vho ever gave 
up a prejudice ; and this for three several reasons : he was a cock« 
ney, and believed himself born in the centre of human linowledge; 
he was a Seaman , and understood the world ; he was a boatswain, 
and stood upon bis diguity. 

As the Porserpine fanned slowly along the land, this personage 
tooka Position between the knight-heads, on thebowsprit, where 
he could OTerlook the scene , and at the same time hear the dia- 
logue of the forecastle; and both with suitable decorum. Strand 
was as much of a monarch forward , as Cuffe was aft; though the 
appearance of a lieutenant, or of the master, now and then , a little 
dimmed the lustre of bis reign. Still, Strand succumbed com- 
pletely to only two of the oificers — the captain and the first-liea- 
tenant ; and not always to these in what he conceived to be purely 
matters of sentiment. In the way of duty, he understood himself 
too well ever to hesitate about obeying an order; but when it came 
to opinions, he was a man who could maintain bis own , even in 
the presence of Nelson. 

The first captain of the forecastle was an old Seaman of the 
name of Catfall. At the precise moment when Strand occupied the 
Position named, between the knight-heads , this personage was 
holding a discourse with three or four of the forecastle-men , who 
stood on the heel of the bowsprit, inboard — the etiquette of the 
ship not permitting these worthies to show their heads above the 
nettings. Each of the party had his arms folded ; each chewed 
tobacco; each had his hair in a queue; and each occasionally 
hitched up his trousers , in a way to prove that he dld not require 
the aid of suspenders in keeping his nether garments in their 
proper place. It may be mentioned , indeed , that the point of 
division between the jacket and the trousers was marked in each by 
a bellying line of a clean white shirt , that served to relieve the blue 
of the dress , as a species of marine facing. As was due to his 
greater experience and his rank, Catfall was the principal Speaker 
among those who lined the heel of the bowsprit. 

'^This here coast is mounfamicus, as one may own," observed 

the captain of the forecastle; ^* but what Isayis, that it 's not as 

mountomious as some I 're seen. Now, whenl went round the 
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'arth with Captain Cook , ve feil in ^th Islands that were so topped 
offwithrocks, and thelikeo' that, thatthesehereaffairs, along- 
side on 'em , vouldn't pass for anything more than a sort of jury 
mountains." 

'^Thereyon're right, Catfall," said Strand, in a patronizing 
vay; '*as anybody knows as has been round theHorn. I didn't 
sail with Captain Cook, seeing that I was then the boatswain of the 
Hassar, and she couldn't have made one of Cook's squadron, 
bcing a post-ship , and commanded by a fnll-bnilt captain ; bat I 
was in them seas when a younker, and can back Catfall's account 
of the matter by my largest anchor, in the way of history. D — e, if 
J think these hillocks would be called even jury mountains , in that 
quarter of the world. They teil me there 's several noblemen's and 
gcntlemen's parks near Lunnun , where they make mountains just 
to look at; that must be rauch of a muchness vith these here 
chaps. I never drift far from Wappin* when I 'm at home, and so 
I can't say I 'yc seen these artiGce hüls , as they calls them , my- 
seif; but there 's one Joseph Shirk , that lives near St. Katharine's 
Laue, that makes trips regularly into the neighbourhood, who gives 
quite a particular accoUnt of the matter." 

** I dare to say it 's all true, Mr. Strand/' answered the captain 
of the forecastle , ** for I 've know'd some of them travelling chaps 
vho have seen stranger sights than that. No, Sir, I calls these 
mountains no great matter; and as to the houses and villages on 
'em , where you see one here, yoü might say you could see two on 
some of the desert Islands." 

A Tery marvellous account of Cook's Discoveries was snddenly 
checked by the appearance ofCuffe on the forecastle. It was not 
often the Captain visited that part of the ship ; but he was con- 
sidered a privileged person, let him go where he would. At his 
appearance all the '*old salts" quitted the heel of the spar, tar- 
paulins came fairly down to a level with the bag-reefs of the Shirts, 
and even Strand stepped into the nettings , leaving the place be- 
tween the knight-heads clear. To this spot Cuffe ascended with a 
lighty steady Step , for he was but six-and-twenty, just tonching 
bis hat in retum to the boatswain's bow. 

A boatswain on board an English ship of war is a more im* 
Jh€ Jach 'Lantern, 21 
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portant peraonage than he Is apt to be on board ao American« 
Neither the captain nor the first-UeuteDant disdains conTersiog 
with him oq occasions; and he is sometimes seen promenading 
the Starboard side of the qaarter-deck in deep discoarse with one 
or the other of those high faoctionaries. It has been said that Cuffe 
and Strand were cid shipmates, the latter having actually been 
boatswain of the ship in which the former first sailed. This circnm- 
stance was constanüy borne in mind by both parties, the Captain 
seldom Coming near bis inferior in moraents of relaxation without 
having something to say to him. 

" Rather aremarkablecoast this, Strand," he commenced on 
the present occasion , as soon as fairly placed between the knight- 
heads; '* something one might iook for a week in England without 
finding it." 

**I heg your pardon, Sir, but I 'm not of the same way of 
thinking. I was just telJing the forecastle lads down there that 
there 's many a nobleman and gentleman at home as has fioer hüls 
than these, made by hand, in bis parks and gardens, just to 
Iook at." 

**The d— 1 you have! And what did the forecastle lads down 
there say tothat?" 

** What could they, Sir? It just showed the superiority of an 
Englishman to an Italian ; and that ended the matter. Don't you 
remember the lojees , Sir? — " 

' * The Indies ! Why the coast between Bombay and Caicutta is 
as flat as a pancake, most of the distance." 

**Not Üiem Injees, Sir, but t' otber — the West, I mean. 
The islands and monntains we passed and went into in the Rattler; 
your honour was only a young gentleman then , but was too much 
aloft to miss the sight of anything — and all along America, too.'* 

As Strand was speaking he glanced complacently round , as if 
to intimate to the listeoers what an old friend of the Captain's they 
enjoyed in the person of their boatswain. 

''Oh! the West'Indies, you 're nearer right there, Strand; 
and yet they have nothing to compare to this. Why, here are 
monntains» alive with habitations, that fairly come up to the 
sear* 
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Well, Sir, as to habitations, what 's these to ä street in 
LunnuQ? Begin od the starboard band, for instance, as you walk 
down Cheapside, and count as you go; my llfe for it, you '11 reel 
off more bouses in balf an bour's walk Iban are to be found in all 
that tberevülage yonder. Theu you '11 remember^ Sir, that the 
Starboard band only has balf, every Jack baving bis Jenny. I look 
upon Lunnun as the finest sight in nature , Captain Guffe , after all 
I have seen in many cruises ! " 

**I don't know, Mr. Strand. In the way of coast, one may 
Tery well be satisfied with Ibis. Yonder town , now , is called 
Amalfi ; *it was once a place of great commerce , they say." 

'* Of commerce , Sir ! — wby it 's nothing but a bit of a village, 
or at most, of a borougb, built in a bollow. No haven , no docks, 
DO comfortable place, even, for setting up the frame of a ship on 
the beach. The commerce of such a town must have been mainly 
carried on by means of mules and jackasses, as one reads of in the 
trade of the Bible." 

** Carried on as it might be^ trade it once bad. There does not 
seem to be any biding-plaee, along this shore, for a lugger like 
theFolly, after all, Strand." 

The boatswain smiled, with a knowing look, while, at the 
same time, the expression of bis countenance was like that of a 
man who did not choose to let others into all bis secrets. 

^'Tbe Folly is a craft we are not likely to see again, Captain 
Guffe," he then answered, if it were only out of respect to bis 
superior. 

**Why so? — The Proserpine generally takes a good look at 
everything she chases." 

*' Ay^ ay, Sir, that may be true, as a ruie; but I never knew a 
craft found , after a third look for her. Everything seems to go by 
thirds, in this World, Sir; and I always look upon a third chase as 
final. Now, Sir, there are three classes of admirals, and three 
sets of flags ; a ship has three masts ; the biggest ships are three 
deckers; then there are three planets — " 

' * The d — I there are ! Ho w do you make that out , Strand ? " 

**Why, Sir, there 's the sud, moon, and stars; thatmakes 
just three, bymy count." 

21* 
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**Ay, batwhatdoyonsay toJnpiter, Saturn, Yenns, and all 
therestof them, theearthincluded?" 

**Why, Sir, tfaey 're all the rest of the Stars , and not planets, 
at all. Then, Sir, look aronnd you, and you'II find everything 
going by threes. There arethree topsails, t|iree jibs, andthree 
top-gallant-sails — " 

**And two courses," said the Captain gravely, to whom thls 
theory of tbe threes was new. 

^*Quitetnie, Sir, inname, bat yonr honoar will recollect the 
spanker is nothing bat a fore-and-aft coarse, rigged to a mast, 
instead of to a jack-yard , as it ased to be." 

*' There are neither three captains nor three boatswains to a 
ship, Master Strand." 

*'Cer(ain]y not, Sir; that woald be oppressive , and they woald 
stand in each other's way; still^ Captain Caffe, the thirds hold oat 
wonderfully, even in all these Httle matters, There 's the three 
lieatenants; and there 's the boatswain, ganner and carpenter — 
and — " 

''Sail-maker, armoarer, and captain of the mast/' interrapted 
Cuffe, laaghing. 

*'WelI, Sir 9 you may make anything seem donbtfal, by 
bringing forward plenty of reasons; bat all my experience says, 
a third chase never comes to anything, unless it tnrns oat success- 
ful ; bat that ({fter a third chase, all may as well be given ap." 

*'I fancy Lord Nelson holds a different doctrine, Strand. He 
teils as to follow a Frenchman ronnd the earth , rather than let him 
escapc." 

*'No donbt, Sir. Follow him roand three earths, if you can 
keep him in sight; bat not round fotir, That is all I contend for, 
Captain Cuffe. Even women, they teil me, take what is calied 
their thirds in a fellow's forti'n." 

''Well, weil, Strand, I suppose there mnst be some truth in 
your doetrine , or you wouIdnU hold out for it so strenuously ; and, 
asforthis coast, I must give it ap, too, for I never expect to see 
another like it; mach less a third." 

**It *8 my daty to give up to your honour; but I ask permission 
|o think a third chase should always be the last one. That 's a 
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melaneholy sigbt to a man of feelin', Captain Cuffe» the object be* 
tween the two midship-guos od the starboard side of the main- 
deck, Sir?" 

** You meao the prisoner? I wish with all my heart he was not 
there, Strand. I think I would rather he were in his iugger again, 
to ruD the chanees of that fonrth chase of which yoa seem to think 
50 lighlly." 

** Yoar hanging ships are not oflen lucky ships, Captain Cuffe. 
In my jadgment, asking yoar pardon, Sir, there onght to be a 
floating gaol in every fleet, where all the courts and all the execu- 
tions shonld be held." 

^*It would be robbing the boatswains of no small part of their 
duty, were the punishments to be sent out of the different vessels," 
answered CufTe , smiling. 

**Ay, ay^ Sir — the punishments, Igrant, yourhonour; but 
hanging is an exeeuHon , and not a punishment. God forbid that, 
at my time of life, I should be ordered to sail in a ship that has no 
punishment on board ; but I 'm really getting to be too old to look 
at executions with any sort of pleasure. Duty that isn't done with 
pleasure is but poor duty, at the best, Sir/' 

** There are many disagreeable, and some painful duties to be 
performed , Strand ; this of executing a man , let the offence be 
what it may, is among the most painful." 

** For my part, Captain Cuffe, I do not mind hanging a mutineer 
so very much , for he is a being whom the world ought not to 
harbour ; but it is a different thing with an enemy, and a spy. It 's 
our duty to spy as much as we can for our king and country, and 
one ought neyer to bear too hard on such as do their duty. With a 
fellow that can't obey Orders , and who puts his own will above the 
pleasures of his superiors , I have no patience ; but I do not so 
much understand why the gentlemen of the courts are so hard on 
such as do a little more reconn'itrin' than common." 

**That is because ships are less exposed to the attempts of 
spies than armies , Strand. A soldier hates a spy as much as you 
do a mutineer. The reason is, that he may be surprised by an 
enemy through his means , and butchered in his sleep. Nothing is 
80 unpleasant to a soldier as a sarprise; and the law against spies, 
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tboughageneral tawofwar, origiiiated with soldiers, ratbertbaa. 
vith US sailors , I should tbink." 

'*Tes, Sir, — Idare say your bonour is right. He 's a ram 
tin, asoldieratthebest; and tbis opinion proves it. Now, Sir, 
Captain Cuffe, jast suppose a Frencbman of about our own raetal, 
took it ioto bis bead to sarprise tbe Proserpine , some dark nigbt : 
vhatwouldeomeofit, aflerall? Tbere 's tbe guns , andit'sonlj 
to tum tbe bands up to set 'em at werk, just tbe same as if tbere 
waso*t a spy in tbe world. Aod sbould they prefer to come on 
board us, and to try tbeir luck at dose quarters, I ratber tbink, 
Sir, tbe surprise would meet 'em face to face. No, no, Sir; 
spies is Dotbing to us, tbougb it migbt teacb 'em mauners to keel- 
haulone, once-aod-a>wbile." 

Cuffe DOW became tbougbtfnl and sileut , and even Strand did 
not presume to speak wben tlie Captain was in tbis bumour. Tbe 
latter descended to tbe forecastle and walked aft, bis bands be- 
bind bis back, and bis bead incüning downward. Everyone be met 
made way for bim as a matter of course; in tbat mood be moved 
among tbe tbrong of a sbip of war as a man tabooed. Even Win- 
chester respected bis commander's abstraction , altbougb be bad a 
serious request to make, wbicb it is time to explain. 

Andrea Barrofaldi and Yito Yiti remained on board tbe frigate, 
inmates of tbe cabin, and gradually becoming more accustomed 
to tbeir novel Situation. Tbey did not escape tbe jokes of a man*- 
of-war, but on tbe wbole tbey were well treated, and were tolerably 
satisfied; more especially as tbe bope of capturing Le Feu-Follet 
began to revive. As a matter of course , tbey were apprised of 
tbe condition of Raoul, and , being botb kind and benevolent men 
in tbe main , tbey were desirous of conTersing witb tbe prisoner, 
and of proving to bim tbat tbey bore no malice. Wincbester was 
spoken to on tbe subject, but before be granted tbe permission, he 
thought it safest to consult tbe Captain in tbe matter. At lengtb 
an opportunity ofTered, Cuffe suddenly ronsing bimself, and gi- 
ving an order in relation to tbe canvass the ship was under. 

'^Hereare tbe two Italian gentlemen, Captain Cuffe/' observed 
Wincbester, ''desirous of speaking to tbe prisoner. I did not 
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'Chinkitright, Sir, tolet him have commnoicatioD with any one, 
vithoüt first ascertainiog your pleasnre." 

**Poor fellow! His timeis getting very short, unless we hear 
from Clinch ; and there can be no härm in granling him every in- 
dulgence. Ihavebeen thinking of this matter, and do not pos- 
sibly see how I can escape orderiDg the execotion , unless it be 
countermanded from NelsoD himself." 

**Gertainly not, Sir. But Mr. Clinch is an active and expe- 
rienced Seaman , whenbeisin eamest; we may still hope some- 
thing from him. What is to be done vith the Italians , Sir?" 

*'Let them, or any one eise that poor Yvard is villing to see 
go below." 

** Do you mean to include old Giuntotardi and his niece , Cap- 
tain Coffe? and this deserter of onr own, Bolt, — he, too, has 
had something to say of a vish to take leave of his late shipmate?" 

* * We might be justified in denying the request of the last , Mr. 
Winchester, but hardly of the others. Still, if Raoul Yvard 
wishes to see even him , his desire may as well be granted." 

Thus authorized , Winchester no longer hesitated about grant- 
ing the several permissions. An order was sent to the sentinel, 
through the corporal of the gnard , to allow any one to enter the 
prisoner*s room whom the latter might wish to receive. A ship 
wasnotlike aprison on shore, escape belog next to impossible, 
more especially from a vessel at sea. The parties accordingly re- 
ceived intimation that tbey might Visit the condemned man, shonld 
the latter be disposed to receive them. 

By this time something like a gencral gloom had settlcd on the 
ship. The actual State of things was known to all on board , and 
few believed it possible that Clinch could reach the Foudroyant, 
receive his Orders, and behack in time to prevent the execution. 
It wanted now but three hours of sunset, and the minutes appeared 
to fly , instead of dragging. The human mind is so constltuted, 
that uneertaiinty increases most of its sensations ; — the apprehen- 
sionofdeath even, very often exeiting a livelier emotion than its 
positive approach. Thus it was with the officers and people of the 
Proserpine: had there been no hope of escaping the execution, 
tbey would have made up their minds to sabmit to the evil as an<« 
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tToidable; bat the slight chance which did actnally exist created ä 
feverish excitement that soon eitended to all bands» and this as 
Gompletely as if a chase were in sight, and eacb indifidual was 
beot on overtaking her. As miaute after rainute flew by the feel- 
ing increased, until it vould not mach eiceed the bounds of tratb 
to say, that ander none of the vicissitades of war did there ever 
exist so feverish an hoar on board bis Britannic Majesty's ship the 
Proserpine , as the very period of which we are now writing. Eyes 
were eonstantly turned towards the sun , and several of the yoang 
gentlemen collected on the forecastle, with no other view than to 
be as near as possible to the headland , around which the boat of 
Clinch was expected to make her re-appearance , as bebind it she 
bad last been seen. 

The zephyr had come at the usual hoar, bat it was Itght, and 
the ship was so close to the monntains as to feel very little of its 
force. It was different with the two other vessels. Lyon had gone 
about in time to get clear of the highest mountains , and bis lofty 
sails took enough of the breeze to carry him ont to sea three or four 
hours before; while the Terpsichore, ander Sir Frederick Dash- 
wood, had never got near enoagh in with the land to be becalmed 
at all. Her head had been laid to the soath-west at the first ap- 
pearance of the afternoon wind, and that frigate was now hall- 
down to seaward — actnally making a free wind of it as she shaped 
her course up between Ischia and Capri. As for the Proserpine, 
when the bell strack three, in the first dog-watch , she was jast 
abeam of the celebrated little islets of the Sirens, the western 
breeze now bogioning to die away , thoagh , getting more of it, 
the ship was drawing a-head faster than she had been since the tarn 
of theday. 

Three bells, in the first dog-watch , indicate the hour of half-« 
past five. At that season of the year the sun sets a few minutes 
past six. Of course , there remained bat little more than half-an- 
hour in which to execute the sentence of the law. Cufife had never 
quitted the deck , and he actnally started when he heard the first 
sound of the clapper. Winchester turned towards him wich an in^ 
quiring look ; for everything had been previously arranged betweea 
them; he received merely a significant gesture in return. This, 
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however, was sufficient. Certain Orders were priyately issaed. 
Then there appeared a sUr among the fore-top-meo, and on tbe 
forecastle , where a rope was rove at the fore-yard-arm, and a gra- 
ting was rigged for a platform — anerring signs of the approach- 
ing executioD. 

Accastomed as (hese hardy mariners were to brare dangers of 
all sorts , and to witness human suffering of neariy every degree, 
a feeling of Singular humanity had come over the whole crew. 
Raoal was their enemy , it is true, and he had been sincerely de- 
tested by all hands, eight-and-forty hours before; but circum- 
stances had entirely changed the ancient animosity into a more ge- 
nerons and manly sentiment. In the first place, a successful and 
a triurapbant enemy was an object very different from a man in 
their own power, and who lay entirely at their mercy. Then , the 
personal appearance of the young privateersman was unusually 
attractive, and altogether different from what it had been previously 
represented, and that, too, by an aclive rivalry not altogether 
free from bitterness. But chiefly was the generous sentiment 
awaliened by the conviction that the master-passion , and none of 
the usual inducements of a spy , had brought their enemy into this 
streit; and though clearly guilty in a technical point of vlew, that he 
was influenced by no pitiful wages, even allowing that he blended 
with the pursuit of bis love some of the motives of bis ordinary 
warfare. All these considerations , coupled with the reluctance 
which seamen ever feel that an execution should üke place in their 
ship, had entirely tumed the tables; and there, where Raoul 
would have found so lately between two and three hundred active 
and formidable enemies, he might almost be said now to have as 
many sympathizing friends. 

No wonder, then, that the preparations of the fore-top-men 
were regarded with unfavourable eyes. The unseen band of au- 
thority, nevertheless , held all in restraint. Cuffehimselfdidnot 
dare to hesitate any longer. The necessary orders were giren, 
though with deep reluctance, and then the Captain went below» 
as if to hide himself from human eyes. 

The ten minutes which succeeded were minutcs of intense con- 
cern. All hands were calied, the preparations had been com« 
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pleted, and Winchester waited only for the re-appearance of Cuffe, 
to issae the order to have the prisoner placed on the grating. ▲ 
midshipman vas seot into the cabio ; after which , the command- 
ing ofl3cer came slowly, and with a lingering step, upon the 
quarter-deck. The crew was asserabied on the forecastle and io 
the vaists ; the marine gnard was under arms ; the officers clus* 
tered around the capstan; and a solemn, uneasy expectation 
pervaded the vhole ship. The lightest foot-fall was aadible. An- 
drea and his friend stood apart, near the taffrail, but no one saw 
Carlo Giuntotardi , orhisniece. 

**There is yet some five-and-twentyminutesofsun, Ishonid 
think, Mr. Winchester/' observed Caffe, feverishly glancing at 
the western margin of the sea , towards which the orb of day was 
slowly setting, gilding all that side of the vault of heaven with the 
mellow lustre of the hour and the latitude. 

*vNot more than twenty, I fear, Sir/' was the reluctant 
answer. 

"I should think five might suffice, attheworst; especially if 
the men made a swift ran." This was said in a half whisper, and 
thick, husky, tones, theCaptain looking aniioasly at the lieate- 
nant the white. 

Winchester shragged his Shoulders, and turned away unwill- 
ing to reply. 

Cuffe now had a short consultation with the surgeon , the ob- 
ject of which was to ascertain the minimum of time a man might 
live suspended by the neck at the yard-arm of a frigate. The re- 
snlt was not favourable ; for a sign followed to bring forth the 
prisoner. 

Baoul came on deck, in Charge of the master-at-arms, and 
the officer who had acted as provost-marshal. He was clad in his 
clean white lazzarone garb, wearing the red Phrygian cap already 
mentioned« Thongh his face was pale, no man could detect any 
tremor io the well-turned muscles that his loose attire exposed to 
view. He raised his cap courteously to the gronp of officers , and 
threw an anderstanding glance forward at the fearfal arrangement 
on the fore-yard. That he was shocked , when the grating and 
the rope met his eye, is anquestionable, bat, rallying in an in- 
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sunt, he smiled, bowed to Cuffe, and moyed towards the scene 
of bis contemplated execation firmly, but witbout tbe smallest 
signs of brayado in bis mannen 

A death-like atillness preTailed, wbile tbe sabordinates ad- 
justed tbe rope, and placed tbe condemned man on tbe gratiug. 
Then tbe slack of tbe rope was drawnin, byband, andtbemen 
vere ordered to lay bold of tbe Instrument of death , and to Stretch 
it aloDg the deck. 

'* Stand by, mylads, to make aswiflrun, and a streng jerk« 
at yoar Grst pall/' said Winchester in a low voice, ashe passed 
down the line. " Rapidity is mercy , at such a moment." 

**GoodGod!" muttered Caffe, **can tbe man die in tbis man- 
ner, without a prayer; witbout even a glance towards heayen , as 
ifasking for mercy?" 

**fleisanuDbe1ieyer, I bear, Sir," returned Griffin. **W0 
have ofTered bim all the reiigious consolation we could; but he 
scems to wisfa for ncne." 

'*Hail the (op-gallant yards once more, Mr. Winchester/' 
Said CufTe, buskily. 

'* Fore-top-gallant yard , tbere l " 

"Sir?" 

'*Any signs of the boat? — look well into tbe bay of Naples; 
we are opening Campanella now sufficiently to giye you a good look 
up towards the head." 

A pause of a minute succeeded. Then tbe look-ont aloft shook 
bis head in the negatiye, as if unwiliing to speak. Winchester 
glanced at Cuffe, who turned aniiously, mounted a gun» and 
strained bis eyes in a gaze to the northward. 

''All ready, Sir," said the first-lieutenant, when another 
minute elapsed. 

Cuffe was in the act of raising bis band , which wonld have 
been the Signal of death , when the dull, beavy report of a distant 
gun came booming down from tbe dircction of the town of 
Naples/' 

** Stand fast!" shouted Cuffe, fearful the men might get tbe 
Start of bim. <* Make your mates take their calls from their mouthsp 
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Sir* TwomoreguDS, Winchester, and I am the happiest man in 
Nelson'sflcet!" 

A second gun did come just as these words were uttered : then 
followed abreathlcss pause ofhalfaminute, whenathird, smo- 
thered , but uncquiTOcal report succeeded. 

*'Itmustbea Salute, Sir?" GrÜBo uttered , inquiringly. 

*'The interval is too long. Listen ! I hope to God we have had 
the last ! " 

Every ear iu the ship listened intently, Cuffe holding bis watch 
in bis band. Two entire minutes passed, and no fourtb gun was 
beard. As second after second wcnt by, the eipression of the 
Captain's countenance changed , and then he vaved bis band in 
triumpb. 

'' It 's as it should be , gentlemen/' said he. ** Take the pri- 
soner below , Mr. Winchester. Unreeve the rope , and send that 
d— d grating oflT the gun. — Mr. Strand , pipe down the people." 

Raoul ^as immediately led below. As be passed throngb the 
after-hatch all the officers on tbe quarter-decit bowed to bim ; and 
not a man was there in the ship who did not feel tbe bappier for the 
reprievc. 

COAPTER XXIII. 

He saw with bis own eyes tbe moon was round , 
Was also certain that the eartb was Square, 
Because he *d joumey'd fifty miles , and foimd 
No sign that it was eircular anywhere. 

Don Juan, 

Raoul Tvard was indebted to a piece of forethought in Clinch 
for bis life. But for the three guns , fired so opportunely from the 
Foudroyant, tbe execution could not have been stayed ; and but 
for a prudent care on the part of the masterVmate, the guns 
would never baye been fired. Tbe explanation is this: When 
Cufie was giving bis subordinate Instructions bow to proceed, tbe 
possibility of detention Struck the latter, and be bethought hlm of 
some expedient by which such an evil might be remedied. At bis 
Suggestion, then, the Signal of tbe guns was mentioned by tbe 
Captain , in bis letter to tbe commander-in-chief , and its Import* 
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tnce pointed ont. When Clinch reached the fleet Nelson was at 
Castel a Mare , and it became necessary to follow bim to that place 
by land. Here Qioch fonnd bim in the palace of Qui-Si-Sane, 
inattendanceontbecoort, and deÜYered bis despatches. Nothing 
gave the British Admiral greater pleasnre than to be able to show 
mercy ; the instance to the contrary already introduced , existing 
as an exception in bis private character and bis public career ; and 
it ig possible that an occnrrence so recent , and so opposed to bis 
habits, may have induced bim the more willingly now tosubmit 
to bis ordinary Impulses, and to grant the respite asked , with the 
greater promptitude. 

*'Tour Captain teils me here, Sir/' obsenred Nelson , after 
be bad read Cuffe's letter a second time, 'Mittle doubt eiists that 
Tvard was in the Bay on a love affair, and that bis purposes were 
not those of a spy , afler all ? ** 

''Such is the opinion aboard ns, my lord," answered the 
master's-niate. "There are an old man and a Tery charming 
yonng woman in bis Company, whom Captain Cuffe says were in 
the cabin of tbis ship» od a Visit to your lordshlp, only a few 
days since." 

Nelson started , and bis face flushed. Then he seized a pen, 
and, with the only band be bad, scratched a letter, directiog a 
reprieve until further Orders. Tbis be signed, and banded to 
Clinch, saying, asbedidso — 

** Get into your boat, Sir, and pull back to the frlgate as fast 
as possible ; God forbid that any man should snffer wrongfully ! *' 

"I heg your pardon, my lord — but there is nottime, now, 
for me to reach the ship before the sun set. I have a Signal pre«« 
pared in the boat, it is true; but the frigate may not come round 
Campanella before the last moment, and then all these palns will 
be lost. Does not Captain Cuffe speak of some guns to be fired 
from the flag-ship , my lord? " 

'^He does , Sir ; and tbis may be the safest mode of communis 
cating, after all. With tbis lightwesterlyair, a gun will be beard 
a long distance at sea. Take the pen, and write as I dictate, 
Sir." 

Clinch seized the pen, which the Admiral, who bad lost bis 
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right arm only a few years before, really feit unable (oiise, and 
wrote as follows : 

**Sir — Immediatcly on receipt of this, you will fire three 
heavy guns, at iotervals of half-a-minute, as a signal to tbe Pro* 
serpine to siispend an execatioD. 

''To tbe CommandiDg Officer of His Majesty's Ship Foudro-i 
yant." 

As soon as tbe magical words of ''Nelson and Bronte" were 
affixed to this order, with a date , Clincb rose to depart. After be 
bad made bis bovs, be stood vitb bis band on tbe lock of tbe 
door, as if uncertain whether to prefer a request or not. 

"This is a matter of moment, Sir; and no time is to be lost^" 
added Nelson. *'l feel great anxiety about it, and wisb you to 
desire Captain Caffe to send you back witb a report of all that bas 
passed, as soon as convenient." 

"I will report your wisbes, roy lord/' answered Clincb, 
brighteniog up ; for he only wanted an opportunity to speak of bis 
own promotion, and tbis was now offered in perspective. "May 
I teil tbe commanding officer of tbe flag*sbip to use tbe lower-deck 
guns, mylord?" 

"He will do tbat of bis own accord, after reading tbose Orders 
— heavy guns> mean the heaviest. Good-afternoon , Sir; for 
God's sake , lose no time." 

Clincb obeyed tbis injunction to the letter. He reacbed tbe 
Foudroyant some time before sunset, and immediately placcd tbe 
Order in her captain's band. A few words of explanation set 
everytbing in motion, and tbe tbree guns were fired on the side of 
the ship towards Capri , most opportunely for our bero. 

The half-hour that succeeded, on board tbe Proserpine, was 
one of gaiety and merriment. Every person was glad tbat tbe ship 
had escaped an execution ; and tben it was the bour for piping 
down tbe bammocks, and for sbifling the dog-watcbes. Cuffe 
recovered all bis animation, and conversed cheerfully, baving 
Griffin for an Interpreter, with bis two Italian guests. These last 
bad been prevented from paying tbeir visit to the prisoner, on ao- 
count of the wisb of tbe latter to be alone; but the Intention was 
now renewed; and sending below^ to ascertain if it woald be 
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ägreeable , they proceeded together on their friendly mission. As 
tbe two worthies, who had DOt altogether got their sea>legs, 
slowly descended the ladder, and threaded their way among the 
throng of a ship , the discourse did not flag between them. 

'^Cospetto!" exclaimed the podesta; ''Signor Andrea, we 
live in a world of wonders ! A man can hardly say whether he is 
actually alive or not* To think how near this false Sir Smees was 
to death half an hour since! and, now, doubtless he is as much 
alive , and as merry as aoy of us ! " 

*'It would be more useful, friend Tito Yiti," answered the 
philosophical Yice-governor, **to remember how near those who 
live are always to death , who has only to open bis gates, to cause 
the strongest and fairest to pass at once into the tombs." 

**By San Stefano! but you have a way with you , Vice-gover- 
natore , that would become a cardinal ! It 's a thousand pities the 
church was robbed ofsucha support; though I do think , Signor 
Andrea, ifyour mind would dwell lessonanother State ofbeing, 
it would be more cheerful ; and I may say more cheeriug to those 
with whom you discourse. There are evils enough, in thislife, 
without thinking so much of death." 

** There are philosophers who pretend, good Tito, that no- 
thing we see around us actually has an existence. That we fancy 
everything: fancy that this is a sea called the Mediterranean ; 
fancy this is a ship — yonder is the land ; fancy that we live ; and 
even fancy death." 

**Corpo di Bacco! Signor Andrea/' exclaimed the other, 
stopping Short at the foot of the ladder, and seizing bis companion 
byabutton, afraid he would desert bim in the midstofa stränge 
delusion, *'you would not trifle in such a manner with an old 
friend — one who has known you from childhood? Fancy that I 
am alive ! " 

*^Si — I have told you only the truth. The Imagination is very 
strong, and may easily give the semblance of reality to unreal 
things." 

** And that I am not a podestä in fact, but one only in fancy ! " 

'*Jost so, friend Tito; and that I am only a vice-goyernatore, 
t00| in the Imagination." 
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"And thatElba is not a real island, or Porto Ferrajo a real 
town; and that even all our iron, of which we seem to send so 
much about the vorld , in good, wholesome ships, isonlyasort 
of ghost of solid substantihl metal ! " 

**Si — st — that everything which appears to be materfal , is, 
iofact, imaginary; iron, gold, orflesh." 

** And then I am not Yito Yiti , but an impostor? What a ras- 
cally philosophy is this! Why, both of us are as bad asthis Sir 
Smees, if what you say be tme, Yice-governatore — or make- 
believe Vice-govematore." 

'*Not an impostor, friend Yito; for there is no real belog of 
thy name^ if thou art not he." 

"Diavolo ! A pretty theory this , which would teach the young 
people of Elba that there is no actual podestä in the island, but only 
a poor miserable sham one; and no Yito Yiti on earth. If they 
get to think this , God help the place , as to order and sobriety." 

*'I do not think, neighbour, that you fully understand the 
matter, which may be owing to a want of cleamess on my part; 
but as we are now on our way to vIsit an unfortunate prisoner , we 
may as well postpone the discussion to another time. There are 
many leisure moments on board a ship, to the language of which 
one is a stranger, that might be usefully and agreeably relieved by 
going into the subject more at large." 

** Tour pardon , Signor Andrea ; but there is no time like the 
present. Then , if the theory be true , there is no prisoner at all 
— or, at the most, an imaginary one — and it can do Sir Smees 
no barm to wait; while, on the other band, I shall not have a 
moment's peace , until I learn whether there is such a man as Yito 
Yiti, or not, and whether I am he." 

** Brother Yito, thou art impatient; these things are not 
leamed in a moment; moreover, every System has a beginning 
and an end, like a book; and who would ever become leamed, 
who should attempt to read a treatise backward?" 

'* I know what is due to you , Signor Andrea , both on acccnnt 
of your higher rank , and on acconnt of yoor greater wisdom , and 
will say no more at present; though to keep firom tkbikmg on • 
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pbilosophy that teaches I am not a podestk, or you avice-gover- 
natore , is more than flesh and blood can bear.*' 

Andrea Barrofaldi , glad that his companion was momentarily 
appeased, nowproceeded towards RaouFs little prison , and was 
Immediately admitted by the seotry, who had his orders to that 
efTect. The prisoner received his guests courteously and cheer- 
fully ; for we are far from wishing to represent him as so heroic as 
not to rejoice exceedingly at having escaped death by hanging, 
even though it might prove to be a respite, rather than a pardon. 
At such a moment, the young man could have excosed a mnch 
more offensive intrusion , and the sudden change in his prospects 
disposed him a little to be jocular; for truth compels us toadd, 
that gratitude to God entered bot little into his emotions. Tho 
escape from death, like his capture, and the other incidents of 
his cruise, were viewed simply as the resnlts of the fortune of war. 

Winchester had directed that RaouFs state-room should be 
suppUed with every little convenience which his Situation required, 
and, among other things, it had two common ship's stools. One 
of these was given to each of the Italians , while the prisoner took 
a seat on the gun-tackle of one of the two gons that formed the 
sides of his apartment. It was now night, and a mist had gathered 
over the arch above, which hid the stars, and rendered itquite 
dark. Still , Raoul had neither lamp nor candles ; and , though 
they had been offered him , he declined their use, as he had found 
stranger eyes occasionally peeping through the openings in the 
canvass, with the idle curiosity of the yulgar, to ascertain the ap- 
pearance and employments of one condemned to die. He had ex- 
perienced a good deal of annoyance from this feeling the previous 
night ; and the same desire existing to see how a criminal could 
bear a respite, he had determined to pass his evening in obscnrity. 
There was a lantern or two, howeyer, on the gun-deck, which 
threw a dim light, even beyond the limits of the canvass bulk- 
heads. As has been said already, these bulk-heads extended 
from gun to gun^ so as to admit light and air from the ports. 
This brought the tackles, on one side, into the room; and on 
one of these Raoul now took his seat. 

Andrea Barrofaldi, from his superior condition in lifo, as 

The Jach *Lantern, ^2 
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well as from bis better education , and nicer natural tact, far sur-* 
passed bis companion in courtesy of demeanour. The latter 
would bave plunged in medias res at once , but the Tice-goTernor 
commcnced a conversation on general matters , intending to offer 
bis congratulations for the recent respite, when he conceived that 
a suitable occasion should offer. This was an unfortunate delay 
in one respect; for Yito Yiti no sooner found that the main object 
of the Visit was to be postponed , than he tumed with eagerness to 
the subject in discussion , which had been interrupted in order to 
enter the state-room. 

**Here has the vtce-governatore come forward vith a theory, 
Sir Smees ," he commenced the moment a pause in the discourse 
left bim an opening — ^'here has the Yice-^oyernatore come for- 
ward with a theory , that I insist the Churcb would call damnable, 
and at which human nature revolts." 

^'Nay, goodYlto, thou dost not State the case fairly," inter- 
rupted Andrea , whose spirit was a little aroused at so abrupt an 
assault. '*The theory is not mine ; it is that of a certain Eoglish 
phiiosopher, in particular, who, let it be said, too, was a bi- 
Shop." 

'^ A Lutheran! — was it not so, honourable Signor Andrea? — 
abishopsocalied?" 

*' Why , to confess the truth , he was a heretic , and not to be 
considered as an apostle of the true Churcb." 

*^Ay , I would bave sworn to that. No true son of the Churcb 
would ever broach such a doctrine. Only fancy, signori^ the 
number of imaginary fires , tongs , and other Instruments of tor- 
ture that would become necessary to carry on punishment under 
such a System I To be consistent, even the devils ought to be 
imaginary." 

*' Commen^, signori!" exclaimedRaoul, smiling» and arou- 
sing to a sudden interest in the discourse; *'did anyEnglish bishop 
ever broach such a doctrine? Imaginary devils, and imaginary 
places of punishment, are Coming near to our revolutionary France! 
After this, Ihope our much abused phUosophy will meet with more 
respect." 

''Hy neighbour has not nnderstood the theory of which he 
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speaks/' answered Andrea , too good a Charchmao not to feel un- 
easiness at the direction things were taking; **and so, vorthy 
Yito Yitiy I feel the nccessity of explaining the whole matter at 
soine length. Sir Smees ," — so the Italians called Raoul, out of 
coartesy, still, it being awkward for them, after all that had 
passed , to address him by his real name , — '* Sir Smees will ex- 
cuseus, for a few minutes; perhaps it may serve toamusehim, 
to hear to what a flight the Imagination of a subtle-minded man can 
soar." 

Raoul clvilly expressed the satisfaction it vould give him to 
listen, and stretching himself on the guo-tackloy in order to be 
more at ease, he leaned back mih his head fairly within the port, 
while his feet were braced against the inner truck of the gun-car* 
riage. Tbis threw him into a somewhat recumbent attitude, but 
it being understood as intended to render what was but an incon- 
venientseatat the best, tolerably comfortable, no one thought it 
improper. 

It is unnecessary for us to repeat here , all that Andrea Barro- 
faldi thought proper to say, in his own justification , and in ex- 
planation of the celebrated theory of Bishop Berkeley. Such a task 
was not performed in a minute ; and, in truth, prolixity, when- 
ever he got upon a favourite theme, was apt to be one of the vice- 
governor's weaknesses. He was far from acquiescing in the doc- 
trine , though he annoyed his old neighbour exceedingly, by pre- 
senting the subjcct in such a way as to render it respectable in 
appearance , if not conclusive in argument. To the latter it was 
peculiarly unpleasaut to imagine, even for thesakeof argument, 
tbat there was no such island as Elba , and that he was not its po- 
destä ; and all his personal and egotistical propensilies came in aid 
of his official reluctance, to disgust him thoroughly with a theory 
which he did not hesitate to say , ** was an outrage on every honest 
man's nature." 

** There are fellows in the world, Signor Andrea," the straight-^ 
forward podestK nrged, in continuation of his objections, **who 
might be glad enough to Gnd eyerything Imaginary, as you say — 
chaps that cannot sleep of nights for bad consciences, and to whom 
it would be a great blessing if the earth would throw them over- 

22* 
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board , as tbey say in this ship , and let them fall into the great 
oceaa of oblivion. Bat they are baroni in grain , and ought not to 
pass for anything niaterial among honest people. I 've known se- 
veral of those rogues at Livorno , and , I dare say , Napoli is not al- 
together without them ; bat that is a very different matter from tell- 
ing a handsome and virtaous young maiden , that her beauty and 
modestyarebothseeming; andrespectablemagistrates, that they 
are as great impostors as the very rogues they send to the prisons; 
or, perhaps, to the galleys." 

To Speeches like these^ Andrea opposed bis explanations and 
bis philosophy, until the discussion became animated, and the 
dialogue loud. It is rather a peculiarity of Italy that one of the 
softest languages of Christendom is freqnently rendered harsh and 
unpleasant by the mode of nstng it. On this occasion , certainly, 
the animation of the dispntants did not mitigate the evil. Griffin 
bappened to pass the spot on the outside of the canvass jast at this 
moment, and catching some of the inrords, he stopped to listen. 
His smiles and translations soon collected a group of officers ; and 
the sentry respectfnlly dropping a little on one side, the deck 
around the state-room of the prisoner became a sort of parquet to 
a very amusing representation. Seyeral of the young gentlemen 
nnderstood a iittle Italian , and Griffin translating rapidly, though 
in an nnder tone, the vhole affair was deemed to be particuiariy 
diverting. 

"This is a mm way of consoling a man who is condemned to 
die," muttered themaster: **I wonder theFrenchman Stands all 
their nonsense." 

'*0h!" rejoined the marine officer^ '* drill will do anything. 
These revolntionists are so drilled into hypocrisy that I dare say the 
fellow is grinning the whole time , as if perfectiy deligbted." 

Raoul, infact, listened with no little amusement. Atfirsthis 
Toice was occasionally heard in tlie discussion > evidently aiming at 
exciting the disputants ; bat the warmtb of the latter soon silenced 
bim, and be was fain to do nothing bat listen. Shortly after the 
discussion became warm, and just as Griffin was coUecting bis 
(roup, the prisoner stretched bimself still farther into the port, to 
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enjoy the coolness of the evening breeze , when , to bis surprise , a 
band was laid gently od bis forehead. 

**Hush !" wbispercd a voice close to bis ear, **it is tbe Arne* 
rican — Itbuel — be cool; — now is tbe moment to pull for life/* 

Raoul liad too macb self-command to betray bis astonishment, 
but in an instant every faculty be possessed was on tbe alert. 
Itbuel, be knew, was a man for exigeocies. Experience had 
taughl bim a profound respect for bis enterprise and daring, when 
it became necessary to act. Something must certainly be in tbe 
wind worthy of bis attention , or tbis cauUous person would not 
bave exposed bimself in a Situation wbich would be sure to lead to 
punisbment, if detected. Itbuel was seated astride of one of the 
cbains beneath the main Channel of tbe sbip, a position which 
mightbe maintained without detection possibly so long as it con- 
tinued dark ; but whicb in itself , if seen , would bave been taken 
as aproof of an evrl intention. 

•*What would you bave, Etooelle?" whispered Raoul, who 
perceived that bis companions were too mucb occupied to observe 
bis movements or to hear bis words. 

'*The i^^etalian and bis niece are about to go asbore. Every* 
tbing is ready and undcrstood. I 've consaited you might pass out 
of tbe port in the dark , and escape in the boat. Keep quict — we 
sball See/' 

Raoul understood his respite to be a tbing of doubtful termina« 
tion. Under the most favourable results an Englisb prison re- 
mained in perspective, and tben tbe other side of the picture 
ofTered tbe Image of Gblta to bis eye. Ue was in a tumult of feeling, 
bot, accustomed to self-command, still oo exclamation escaped 
bim. 

''Wben, cherEtooelle? when?" heasked, bis whisper being 
tremnlous , in spite of every effort to command bimself. 

"Now — too^er-^weet — (Umt-^de-näte) — tbe boat is at tbe 
gangway, and old Ginatotardi is in ber; tbey are rigging a chair 
for the gal. — Ay — tbere sbe Swings off! — don't you hear tbe 
call?" 

Raoul did hear the wbistle of tbe boatswain , whicb was piping 
'Mo wer away" at that very momeat. He listened iotently as be lay 
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stretched npon tho gan-tacktes , and theo he heard tbe splash in 
the water, as the boat was haaled eloser to , f q order to be brougbt 
beneath the chair. The rattling of oars too was aadible , as Ghita 
left the seat aud moTed aft. " Round in /' called out the oiBcer of 
the deck, afler which Carlo Giuntotardi was left in quletposses- 
sionofhisownboat. 

The moment was exceedin^y critical. Some one in all pro- 
bability was watching the boat from the deck; and though the night 
was dark, it required the utmost caution to proceed with any hopes 
of success. At this instant Ithael again whispered — 

** The time 's near. Old Carlo has bis Orders , and little Ghita 
is alive to see them obeyed. All now depends on silence and ac- 
tivity« In less than 6ve minntes the boat will be under the port." 

Raoul nnderstood the plan , but it strack him as hopeless. It 
seemcd impossible that Ghita could be permitted to quit the ship 
without a hnndred eyes watching her movements; and though it 
was dark it was far from being sulBciently so to suppose it prac- 
ticable for any one to join her and not be seen. Yet this risk must 
be taken , or escape was out of the question. An order given 
through the trampet was encouraging; it announced that the 
officer of the watch was employed at some duty that must draw bis 
attention another way. This was a great deal; few presuming to 
look aside while this functionary was inviting their attention io 
another direction. 

Raoul's brain was in a whirl. The two Italians were at the 
beight of their discussion; and fortunately, the damour they 
made was at the loudest. Even the suppressed laughter of the 
officers on the outside of the canyass was audible to him; though 
the disputants conid hear nothing but their own Toices. Every 
knock of the boat against the ship's side, every sound of the oars 
as Carlo's foot rattled them about, and the wash of the water, 
were audible. It seemed as if all the interests of life — the future, 
the past, and the present, together with the emotions of bis 
whole heart, were compressed into that Single instant. Ignorant 
of what was expected , he asked Ithuel in French the course he 
ought to take. 
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**AmIto fall, head-foremost, into the water T WhatvouTd 
you have of me? " he whispered. 

''Lfe quiet tili I teil yon to move* I 'II make the signal , Cap- 
tain Rnle; let the Eyetalians blaze away." 

Raoul could not see the water, as he lay with his head fairly in 
the port; and he had to trust entirely to the Single senseofhear- 
ing. Knock, knock, knock; the boat dropped slowly alongthe 
ship's side, as if preparing to shoVe off. AU this Carlo Giunto- 
tardi managed exceedingly well. When he lay immediately beneath 
the main-channels, it woold not have been an easy thing to see 
his boat, even had thero been any one on the look-out. Here he 
held on ; for he was not so lost to extemal things as not fnlly to 
understand what was expected of him. Perhaps he was less 
attended to by tbose on deck, from the cireumstance that no one 
believed him capable of so much worldly care. 

*<Is eyery thing safe for a movement, in-board?" whispered 
Ithuel. 

Raonl raised bis head and looked about bim. That a group 
was coUected aronnd the state-room he nnderstood by the move- 
ments, the low conversation , and the suppressed laughter; still, 
no one seemed to be paying any attention to himself. As he had 
not spoken for some time, however, he thonght it mightbewell 
to let his voice be heard; and, taking care that it shonld sound 
well within the port, he made one of the light objectlons to the 
vice-govemor's theory , which he had urged at the commencement 
of the controversy. This was little heeded , as he expeeted ; bnt 
it senred to make tbose witbont know that he was in his prison, 
and might prevent an untimely discovery. Everything eise seemed 
propitious; and laying down again, at his leogth, bis face came 
within a few inches of Ithners* 

' ' All safe ,'' he whispered ; *^ what would you have me do?" 

** Nothing, but shove yourself a-head carefülly, by meansof 
your feet." 

This Raonl did; at first, as it mi^t be, inchbyinch, nntil 
Ithuel put the end of a rope into his hands , telling him it was well 
fast to the Channel above. The rope rendered the rest easy; the 
ooly daoger now being of too much precipitation. Nothing would 
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haye been easier thao for Raoal to drag bis body out at tbe port, 
and to drop into the boat; bat, to escape, it was still Decessary 
to aToid obsenration« The ship was füll half-A-leagae from the 
poInt of Campanella, and directly abreast of it; and there was do 
security to the fugitives unless they got some distaoce the Start of 
any pursners. This consideration induced the ntmost caution on 
the part of Ithuel ; nor vas it entirely lost on bis friend. By this 
time, however, Raoul found he was so completely masterofhis 
moTements as to be able to Swing bis legs out of the port, by a 
Tery trifllng effort; then the descent into the boat would be the 
easiest thing imaginable. Bat a pressure from the band of Ithael 
checked bim. 

**Waitalittle," whispered the latter, ** tili the Eyetaliansare 
at it , cat and dog fashion." 

The discussion was now so load and warm that it was not ne- 
cessary to lose mach time. Ithael gave the Signal , and Raoul 
dragged his head and Shoulders up by hisarms, while he placed 
bis feet against the gun ; the next moment he was hanging perpen- 
dicularly beneath the main-chains. To drop lightly and noise- 
lessly into the boat took but a second. When his feet touched a 
thwart, be found that the American was there beforehim. The 
latter dragged him down to his side , and the two lay concealed in 
the bottom of tbe yawl , with a cloak of Ghita's thrown orer their 
persons. Carlo Giantotardi was accustomed to the management of a 
craft like that in which be now found himself ; simply releasing bis 
boat-hook from one of the chains , the ship passed slowly a-bead, 
leaving bim, in about a minute, fairly in her wake, a hundred 
feet astem. 

So far, every thing had sueceeded surprisingly. The night 
was so dark as to embolden the two fugitives now to rise , and to 
take their seats on the thwarts; though all this was done with 
exceeding caution , and without the least noise. The oars were 
soon out, Carlo took the tiller, and a feeling of exultation glowed 
at the heart of Raoul, as he beut to his ashen implement, and 
feit the boat quiver with the Impulse. 

^'Take it coolly, Captain Rule," said Ithuel, in alowvoice; 
**it's a long pull, and we are still within ear-sbot of the frigatew 
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In five minntes more we shall be dropped so far as to be beyond 
sight ; theo we may pull directly out to sea , if we wish." 

Just then tbe bell of tbe Proserpioe Struck four; the signal 
that it was eight o'clock. Immediately afterwards the watch was 
calied , and a stir succeeded in tbe ship. 

**Tbey only turn the bands up," said Raoul, who perccived 
that bis companion paused , like one uneasy. 

*'That is an uneommon movement for shifting tbe watch! 
"WhaUs that?" 

It was clearly the overbauh'ng of tackles : the plasb of a boat, 
as it Struck the water, followed. 

CHAPTER XXIV. 

Our dangers , and delights , are near alh'es ; 
From the same stem the rose and prickle rise. 

Allkyn. 

It has been seen that a generous sympathy had taken place of 
hostile feeling, as respects Raoul , in the minds of most on board 
the Proserpine. Under the influence of tbis sentiment, an order 
bad bcen passed througb the sentries , not to molest their prisoner, 
l)y too frequent or unnecessary an examination of the state-room. 
With a yiew to a proper regard both to delicacy and watchfulness, 
however, Winchester had directed that the angle of the canvass 
nearest tbe cabin-door lantern should be opened a few inches, 
and that the sentinel should look in every balf-bour, or a» often 
as the sbip's bell told the progress of time. The object was simply 
to be certain that the prisoner was in bis room , and that he was 
making no attempt on bis own life; a step that bad been particu- 
larly apprehended previously to tbe respite. Now, the whole of 
the dispute between the two Italians , and that which had passed 
beneath the sbip's Channels, did not occupy more than six or 
scven minntes ; and the little Cluster of officers was still gaining 
recruits , when Raoul was fairly in the yawl of bis own lugger. 
At this moment the sbip's bell Struck the hour of balf-past seven, 
The marine advanced, with the respect of a subordinate, but 
with the steadiness of a man on post, to examine the state-room; 
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Althougfa the gentlemen beliered this caution nonecessary, tbe 
load voices of Andrea and Yito Yiti being of themseiTes a sort 
of gaarantee that the prisoner was in bis cage, they gave way to 
a-nian, fally understanding that a sentinel was nerer to be resisted. 
The canvass was opened a few inches, the light of the lantera 
at the cabin-door shot in , and there sat the vice-governor and the 
podestä, gesticalating, and staringintoeachother's face» still in 
bot dispute ; — but the place of Raonl Tvard was empty I 

Yelverton happened to look into the room with the sentinel. 
He was a young man of streng powers of perception, with all the 
phrenological bumps necessary to the character , and he saw, at a 
glance, that the bird had flown. The first Impression was, that 
the prisoner had thrown bimself into the sea , and he rushed on 
deck, without speaking to those around bim, made a burried 
Statement to the officer of the deck , and had a quarter-boat in the 
water in a surprisingly short time. His asionished companions 
belowy were less precipitate, though the material fact was soon 
known to them. Griffin gave a hasty order, and the canvass 
bulk-head came down, as it might be, at a Single jerk, leaving 
the two disputants in fallview, ulterlyanconsciousoftheescape 
of their late companion , spnttering and gesticnlating farioosly. 

*'Halloo! vice-governor," cried Griffin, abmptly, for be 
sawthat the moment was not one forceremony; ^'wbathaveyon 
done with the Frenchman? — where is Raoul Tvard ! " 

''II Signor, Sir Smees? Monsieur Yvard, if you will? 
Neighbour Yito, what, indeed, has become of the man who so 
latelysatf^6re?" 

**CospettoI — according to your doctrine, Signor Andrea, 
there never was a man there at all — only the imagination of one , 
it is not surprising that such a being should be missed. But I 
Protest agalnst any inferences being drawn from this accident. 
AllFrenchmen are flighty and easily carried away, and now that 
they are no longer ballasted by religion , they are so many moral 
fealhers. No, no, let a man of respectable Information, of 
sound principles, and a love for the saints, with a good sub- 
Btantial body like myself, vanisb only once, and then I may 
confess , it will teil in favour of your logic, vice-governatore." 
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"An obstinate man y neighbour Tito» is a type of theimper- 
fections that a — " 

**Yourpardon, Signor Barrofaldi ," interrapted Griffin ; **diis 
is not a moment for philosophical theories , but for ns seamen to 
do our duty. Wbat bas become of Raoul Yvard — yonr Sir 
Smees?" 

**Signor Tenente, as I hope to be saved, I bave not the 
smallest idea! There be was, a minute ortwosioce, seatedby 
that cannon, apparently an attentive and mnch edified anditor of 
a discnssion we were holding on the celebrated theory of a certain 
bishopofyourowncoantry; whicb theory, rightly considered — 
mind I s^j rightly considered^ neighbour Tito; for the Tiew you 
bave taken of this matter is — " 

**Enongh of this for the present, Signori," added Griffin. 
'*The Frenchman was in this place when you came here?" 

**He was, Signor Tenente, and seemed greatly to enjoy the 
discussion in which — *' 

*'And you bave not seen bim quit you, through thecanvass, 
ortheport?" 

'* Not I , on my honour ; I did suppose bim too much enter« 
tained to leave us." 

'*Ah! Sir Smees bas just vanished into the imagination," 
growied the podestä, "which is going bome to the great logical 
family of which he is an ideal member! There being no lugger, 
nocorsair, nosea, andnofrigate, it seems to me that weare all 
making a stir about nothing." 

Griffin did not stop to question farther. He was quickly on 
deck , where he found Cuffe , wbo bad just been bronght out of bis 
cabin by a burried report. 

**What the d — 1 is the meaning of all this, gentlemen?" de- 
manded the latter, in that tone which a Commander so natnrally 
assumes when things go wrong. "Whoever bas suffered the 
prisoner to escape may expect to hear from the Admiral directly, 
on the subject." 

"Ue is not in bis state-room, Sir,'* answered Griffin , "and 
I directed the boatswain to pipe away all the boat's-crews as I came 
up the ladder. 
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As this was sald, boat after boat was falling, and in twoor 
three minutes no Icss than five were in the water, inclading that in 
wbich YelvertoD was already rowiog round the ship to catch the 
presumed swimmer , or drowning man. 

••The FreDchman is gone, Sir," said Winchester, **and he 
must have passed out of the port. I bave sent one of the geotlemeQ 
to examine if he is not stowed away about the chains/' 

'•Where is the boat of the old Italian and bis niece?" 

A pause succeeded this question, and light brokein upon all 
at the same instant. 

••That yawl was alongside," cried Grifiin; **no one was (a 
her, however, but Giuntotardi and the girl." 

•*Beg your pardon, Sir," said a young fore-top-mao , who 
had just descended the rigging, ''Isaw the boatfrom aloft, Sir, 
and it hung some time , Sir, undcr the starboard mainchains. It 
ts so dark I couldn't fairly make it out; but summat seemed to be 
passed into it from a port. I didn't like the look of the thing, 
and so our captain just told me to come od deck and report it, Sir." 

''Send Ithuel Bolt here, Mr. Winchester; bcar ahand, Sir, 
and let us have a look at that gentleman." 

It is needless to say that the call was unanswered ; and then all 
on board began to understand the mode of the escape. OfHcers 
rushed into the several boats, and no less than five difTerent 
parties commenced the pursuit. At the same time the ship hoisted 
a lantern , as a signal for the boats to rally to. 

It bas been said that the Proserpint?, when this incident oc- 
curred, was off the point of the Campanella , distant about half a 
marine league. The wind was ligbt at east, or was what is called 
the land breeze, and the vessel had about three knots way on her. 
The headland was nearly abeam , and she was looking up through 
the pass which separates Capri from the main , hauling round into 
the Bay of Naples ; intending to anchor in the berth she had left the 
previous day. The night was too dark to permit an object small 
as a boat to be seen at apy distance, but the black mass of Capri 
was plainly yisible in its outlines, towering into the air neartwo 
thousand feet; while the formation of the coast on the other side 
might be traced wilb tolerable certainty and distinctness. Such 
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vas the State of things when the five boats mentioneü qoitted the 
ship. 

YelvertOQ bad acted as if a man yfere overboard; or, be bad 
not waited for orders. While pulling round the ship alone, he 
caugbt sight, tbough very dimly» of the yawl» as it moved in 
towards the land , and without communicating with any on board, 
the trulh flashed on bis mind also , and he gave chase. When the 
other boats were ready, the two that were on the outside of the 
ship puUed offto seaward a short distance , to look about tbem in 
that direction ; ivhile the two others , hearing the oars of the light 
gig, in which Yelverton was glancing a-head, followed the sound, 
under the Impression that they were in pursnit of the yawl. Such 
was the State of things at the commencement of an eiceedingly 
Yigorous and bot pursnit. 

As Raoul and Itbuel bad been at work , while time was lost in 
doubt in and around the ship , they bad got about tbree hundred 
yards the Start of even Yelverton. Tbeir boat pulied unnsually 
well, and being intended for only two oars, it migbt bedeemed 
fall manned , with two as vigorous bands in it as those it bad. 
Still it was not a match for the second gig, and the four cbosen 
men wbo composed its crew , which was the boat taken by Yelver- 
ton in the hurry of the moment. In a pull of a mile and a half the 
yawl was certain to be overtaken , and the practised ears of Raoul 
soon assured him of the fact. His own oars were muffled. He 
determined to profit by the circumatance , and tum aside, in the 
bope that bis fleet pursuers would pass bim unseen. A sheer was 
accordingly given to the boat, and instead of pulling directly 
towards the land, the fugitives inclined to the westward; tbesea 
appearing the most obscure in that direction , on account of the 
proximity of Capri. Tbis artifice was completely successful. 
Yelverton was so eager in the chase that be kept his eyes riveted 
before bim, fancyingfrom ttmeto time that be saw the boat a-bead ; 
and be passed within a hundred and fifty yards of the yawl^ without 
in the least suspecting her vicinity. Raoul and Itbuel ceased 
rowing, to permit tbis excbange of position, and the former bad 
a few sarcastic remarks on the stupidity of bis enemies, as some 
relief to the feelings of tbe momeot. None of the English bad 
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tnuffled oars. On the contrarj, the sounds of the regulär maD- 
of-war jerks were quite aadible in every direction ; but so familiär 
were they to the ears of tlie Proserpines that the crews of the two 
boats that came next after Yelverton actually foUowed the souods 
of his oars , under the belief that they were ia the wake of the 
fugitives. In thismanoer, then, Raoul suffered three of the five 
boats to pass a-head of him. The remainiDg two were so distant as 
not to be heard; and when those in advance were sußicicntly 
a-head, he and Ithuel foUowed them with a leisurely stroke, rc- 
serving themselves for any emergency that might occur. 

It was a fair race between the gig and the two Cutters that 
pursued her. The last had the sounds of the former*s oars in the 
ears of their crews to urge them to exertion ; it being supposed 
they came from the strokes of the pursued , while Yelverton was 
burning with the desire to outstrip those who followed , and to 
secure the prize for himself. This made easy work for those in 
the yawl , which was soon left more than a cable*s>iength astern. 

**One would think, Ghita," said Raoul, laughing, though 
he had the precaution to speak in an under-tone — '*one would 
think that your old friends, the vice-governatore and the podestä, 
commanded the boats in-shoreofus, were it not known that they 
are this very moment quarrelling about the faet, whether there is 
such a place as Elba on this great planet of ours , or not." 

**Ah! Raoul, remember the last dreadful eight-and-forty 
hours! do not stop to trifle, until we are once more fairly beyond 
the power of your enemles." 

** Feste! — I shail be obliged to own, hereafler, that there is 
some generosity in an Englishman. I cannot deny their treatment» 
and yet I had rather it had been more ferocious." 

**This is an unkind feeling; you should strive to tear itfrom 
your heait." 

**It 's a great deal to allow to an Englishman , CaptainRule, 
to allow him gineros'ty," interrupted Ithuel. '*They 'rea fierce 
race , and fatten on mortal misery." 

*'Mai8, hon Etooelle, your back has escaped thistime; you 
ought to be thankful." 

"They Ve short-handed, and didnH like to cripple a top*inan, 
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answered he of the GraDite State, aDwilling to concede anything 
to liberal or just sentiments. *'Had the ship's complemeat been 
füll, they wouldn't have left as much skio oa my back as would 
Cover the smallest-sized piocushion. I owe 'em no thanks, there- 
fore." 

"Bien; quant ä moi^ 1 shall speak well of the bridge which 
carries me o?er/' said Raoul. ^'Monsieur Cuffe has given me 
good food, good wine, good words, a good state-room, agood 
bed, and a most timely reprieve." 

*'Is not yoar heart grateful to God for the last, dear Raoul?" 
asked Ghita, in a yoice so gentle and tender that theyoungman 
could have bowed down and worshipped her. 

After a pause, however, he answered as if intentionally to 
avoid the questlon by levity. 

**I forgot the philosophy, too/' he said. ^^That was no 
small part of the good cheer. CieU it was worth some lisk to 
have the advantage of attending such a schooL Did you under- 
stand the matter in dispute between the two Italians^ brave 
Etooelle?" 

<*I heerd their E^e-talian jabber," answered Ithuel , '*but 
supposed it was all about saints' days and eating fish. No rea« 
sonable man makes so much noise when he is talking sense." 

**Pardie — it was philosophy! They laugh at us French for 
living by the rules of reason rather than those of prejudice; and 
then to hear what they call philosophy ! You would scarce think 
it, Ghita," continued Raoul, who was now light of heart, and 
füll of the scene he had so recently witnessed , *' you would hardly 
think it, Ghita, but Signor Andrea, sensible and learned as he 
is, maintained that it was not folly to believe in a philosophy which 
teaches that nothing we see or do actnaliy exists, butthat every- 
thing is mere seeming. In short, that we live in an imaginary 
World y with imaginary people in it ; float on an imaginary sea, 
and cruise in imaginary ships." 

* * And was all that noise about an idee , Captain Ruie? " 

'*5I — but men will quarrel about an idee — an imaginary 
thing, Etooelle, as stoutly as about substantials. Hist! they 
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will chase imaginary thiogs, too, as aretheboats a<>headofusat 
this moment." 

'^ThereareothersfollowiDg us/' observed Carlo Giuototardi, 
who was more alive to surroundiDg objects than common, and 
wbo, from bis babitual sileuce, oflen heard that wbicb escaped 
the senses of othcrs. '*I bave noticed tbe sound of their oars some 
time." 

Tbis produced a paase , aod eyen a cessation in tbe rowing, 
in Order tbat the two seamen migbt listen. Sure enougb tbe sound 
of oars was aadible outside, as well as in-sbore , leaviog no doubt 
tbat some pursners were still bebind tbem. Tbis was brioging tbe 
fügitives between two fires, as it migbt be; anditbuel proposed 
pulling off at rigbt angles to tbe course agaln, in order to get into 
tbe rear of tbe wbole party. But to tbis Raoul objected. He 
tbougbt tbe boats astem were still so distant as to enable tbem to 
reacb tbe sbore in time to escape. Once on the rocks , there could 
be little danger of being overtaken in tbe darkness. Still , as it 
was a firstobject with Raoul to rejoin bis lugger as soon as possible 
after landing Ghita , be did not wish to place bis boat in any Situa- 
tion of much risk. This induced some deliberation ; and it was 
finally determined to take a middle course, by steering into the 
pass between Capri and Campanella , in tbe expectation tbat wben 
the leading English boats reached the point of the latter they would 
abandon tbe pursuit as hopeless , and retarn to the ship. 

**We can land you^ dearest Ghita, at tbe Marina Grande of 
Sorrento; then your walk to St. JLgata will be neitber long nor 
painful." 

«Do not mind me, Raoul; pnt me on tbe land atthe nearest 
place , and go you to your vessel. God bas relieyed yon from this 
great jeopardy, and your duty is to strive to act as it is evident 
be intends you to do. As for me, leagues will be light^ if I can 
only be satisfied tbat thou art in safety." 

'* Angel ! — Thou neyer tbinkest of seif! Bat not a foot this 
side of Sorrento will I quit thee. We can pull thither in an hoar 
or two ; then I sball feel that I bave done a daty. Once ashore, 
Etooelle and I can set our little sail, and will run out to sea be- 
tween the two Islands. No fear but wbat we can do that, with this 
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landbreeze; aflerwhich, a few rockets burned^ will teil us where 
to find Le Feu-Follet." 

Ghitaagainremonstrated, butinvaio. Raoul persisted , and 
she was obligcd to snbmit. The conversation now ceased ; the 
two men plyiog the oars diligently, and to good effect. Occa- 
sionally they ceased , and listened to the sounds of the oars in the 
frigate's boats, all which vere evidently coUecting iq the Yicinity 
of the poiot or cape. By this time the yawl had the extremity of 
the land abeam ^ and it soon passed so far into the Bay as to bring 
most, if notallofthepursnersastern. In the darkness, vithno 
other guide than the sounds mentioned , and with so many pnr- 
suers , there was some uncertainty of course as to the position of 
all the boats ; but there was little doubt that most of them were 
now somewhere in the immediate yicinity of Campanella« As 
Raoul gave this point a good berth , and bis own progress was 
noiseless, this was bringing himself and companions^ after their 
recent dangers, into comparative security. 

Morc than an honr of steady rowing followed , dnring which 
time the yawl was making swift way towards the Marina Grande 
of Sorrento. After passing Massa, Raoul feit no fnrther un- 
easiness, and he requested Carlo Giuntotardi to sheer in towards 
the land, where less resistance from the breeze was met with, 
and where it was also easier to know the precise position. Ap- 
prehension of the boats now ceased, thongh Ithuel fancied, from 
time to time, that he heardsmothered sounds, likethoseofoars 
imperfectly mufiled. Raoul laughed at his conceits and apprehen« 
sions , and , to confess the truth , he became neglfgent of bis duty 
again, in the soothing delight of finding himself once more free, 
in all but hcart, in the Company of Ghita. In this manner the 
yawl moved a-hcad, though with materially diminished speed, 
nntil, by the formation of the heights, andtheappearanceofthc 
lamps and candles on the piano, Ghita knew that they were draw- 
ing quite near to the indentation of the coast on which it situated 
the town of Sorrento. 

'^As soon as my nncle and myself have landcd at the Marina 
Grande, Raoul," said Ghita, ''thon and the American will be 
certain to seek thy Ingger; thep thou promisest to quit the coast V 
Vi9 Jaifk O'Lant^Hs ^ J 
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<*Vniy 4sk promises of one whom thon dost not sufficiently 
respect to think he will keep them?" 

<« I do not deserve this, Raool ; between thee and me, no pro- 
mlse has ever been broken." 

^'It is not easy to break tows with one who will neither give nor 
accept them. I cannot boast of keeping such idle faith as this ! 
Go with me before some priest, Ghita, ask all that man ever has 
or can swear to, and then thon shalt see how a sailor can be true 
to bis vow." 

'^And whj before a priest? Thou know'st, Raoul, that, in 
thine eyes, all the Offices of the Church are mummery ; that notbing 
is more sacred with thee for being sworn to at the altar of God, 
and with one of bis holy ministers for a witness ! ** 

*'£yery oath or promise made to thee, Ghita, is saered , in my 
eyes. It wanteth not aoy witness, or any consecrated place, to make 
it more binding than thy truth and tenderness can insure. Thou 
art my priest — my altar — my — " 

««Forbear!" exclaimed Ghita, in alarm lest he should ulter 
the name of that holy Being towards whom her heart was even at 
that moment swelling with gratitude for bis own recent escape 
from death. ** Thou know'st not the meaning of thine own words, 
and might'st add that which would give me more pain than I can 
express." 

*^Boat, ahoy ! "cried a deep, nautical voice, within twenty yards 
of them, andin-shore; the hail Coming in the sndden, qnick demand 
that distingaishes the call of a man-of-war's-man. 

A panse of half a minute sacceeded, for they in the yawl were 
completely taken by surprise. 

At length Itbnel, who feit the necessity of saying something, if 
he would not bring the stranger close alongside of them , answered 
in the customary manner of the Italians. 

Clinch , for it was he, scouring the shore in quest of the lugger, 
on bis way back to the Proserpine, gaveagrowl, when he fouud that 
be must speak in a foreign toogne if he would continue the dis- 
eourse ; then he mustered all the Italian of which he was master for 
the occasion. Having cruised long on the Station , this was suf- 
ficient , bowever, .for bis present pnrpose« 
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'* Is that a boat from Massa or from Capri? " he inquired. 

'^Neither, S*nore," answered Raoul, afraid to trust Carlo's 
eonscience with the management of such a dialogue. * ' We come 
round the cape, from St. Agata, and carry Sgsto Napoli." 

*'St. Agata! ay, that is the village on the heights; Ipasseda 
night there, myself, in the house of one Maria Giuntotardi — '' 

**Who can Üiis be?'' muroanred Ghita ; '*my aunt knows no 
forestieri!" 

'* An Inglese , by his thick Speech and accent. I hope he will 
not ask for figs for his supper \" 

Clinch was thinking of other things at that moment ; and when 
he Gontinued, it was to follow the train of his own thoughts. 

**Haveyouseenanythingofabarone-looking1ugger/'heasked, 
'Trench-rigged , and French manned, skulking anywhere about 
thiscoast?" 

^*Si; she went north, into the Gulfof Gaeta, just as the sun was 
setting, and is , no doubt, gone to anchor under the cannon of her 
countrymen." 

<*If she has, she '11 find herseif in bot water/' answered Clinch, 
in English. ** We Ve craft enough , up there , to hoist her in and 
dnb her down to a jolly-boat's size , in a Single watch. Did you see 
anythingofafrigate, this evening, near the Point of Campanella? 
— An Inglese, I mean; a tight six-and-thirty, with three new 
topsails." 

"St; the light youseehere, just in a ränge with Capri, is at 
her gaff; we have seen her the whole afternoon and evening. In 
fact, she towed us kindly round the cape, until wegot fairly into 
this Bay." 

<*Then you are the people for me ! — Was there a man hanged 
on board her or not, about sunset?" 

This question was put with so much interest, that Raoul 
cursed his interrogator in his heart ; imagining that he was burn- 
ing with the wish to learn his own execution. Ue was also 
now aware that this was the boat which had left the Proserpine 
about noon. 

**I can teil you there was not, s'nore, if that will gladden your 
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beart. A man was all reaäy to be hanged , when Capitaine Gaffe 
was pleased to order bim to be taken down." 

*<Jast as tbree beavy gnns were fired np at town: was it not 
80?" Clincb eagerly foqaired, 

**Dtable! this man may bave been my preserver, after all ! — 
Yoa say true, s'nore; it was }nst as tbree gnns were fired up at Na- 
ples^ though I did not know tbose guns bad anytbing to do witb the 
intended execution. Can yoa teil me if they bad ? *' 

"li they bad ! — Why I toacbed tbem off witb my own hands ; 
tbey were Signals made by the Admiral to spare poor Raoal Yvard, 
for a few days , at least. I am rejoiced to bear that all my great 
efforts to reach the fleet were not in yaio. I don't like this banging» 
Mr. Italian." 

** S'nore, yoa show a kind beart, and will one day reap the 
reward of such generous feeliogs. I wisb I knew the name of 
so humane a gentleman, that I might mention bim in my prayers." 

'^They '11 never fancy that Captain Rale said that" muttered 
Ithael, grinning. 

*'As for my name, friend, it 's no great matter. They call 
me Clinch, whicb is a good fast word to sail ander, too; bat it 
has no handle to it , other than of a poor devil of a master's-mate ; 
and that, too, at an age when some men carry broad-pennants." 

This was said bitterly, and in Englisb; wben attered, the 
sapposed Itallan was wished a ** baona sera," and the gig pro* 
ceeded. 

*'That is tm bravem" said Raoal, witb emphasis, as they 
parted. ** If ever I meet witb Monsieur Cleench he will learn that I 
do not forget bis good wishes. Feste! if there were a bundred 
such men in the British marine, Etooelle , we might love it." 

** They 're fiery sarpents , Captain Rule, and not to be trusted, 
any on 'em. As for fine words, I might bave faneied myselt a 
Cousin of the King, if I 'd only put my name to their shipping ai^ 
ticles. This Mr. Clinch is well enoagb in the main; being bis 
own worst inimy , in the way of the grog pitcher." 

"Boat, aboy!" shouted Clinch again, now about a bundred 
yards distant, haviog passed towards the cape. Raoul and Ithuel 
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mechanically ceased rowing, nnder the impression that the mas« 
terVmate had still somethiog to commanicate. 

*'Boat, ahoy! Answeratonce, or yoa 'U hear from me^" re- 
peated Clinch. 

^*ky, ay," answeredanothervoice, which, infact, wasTet- 
Yerton's. ** Clinch, isthatyou?" 

*'Ay, ay, Sir — Mr. Yelverton , is itnot? I think I know the 
voice, Sir." 

**You are quite right; but make less noise — irbo was that 
you haiied a minute or two since?" 

Clinch began to answer; but, as the two gigs were approaching 
eaeh other all the Urne, tbey were soon so near as to render it nn* 
necessary to speak loud enough to be heard at any distance. All 
this Urne Raoul and Ithuel lay on thelr oars, almost afraid to stir 
the water, and listening with an attention that was nearly breath- 
Icss. They were satisfied that the oars of the English were now 
mnffled; a sign that they were in earnest in the pursuit, and 
bent on making a thorough search. The two gigs could not be 
more than a hundred yards from the yawl, and Ithuel knewthat 
they were the two fastest-rowing boats of the English fleet — so 
fast, indeed , that Cuffe and bis lieutenants had made several suc* 
cessful matches with them, against the officers of dififerent vessels. 

** Hist ! " said Ghita , whose beert was in her mouth. **0h ! 
Raoul, theycome!" 

Coming indeed they were, and that with vast velocity. So care- 
ful, however, was the stroke that they were within two hundred 
feet of the yawl before Raoul and bis companion took the alarm, 
and plunged their own oars again into the water. Then , indeed, 
the gigs might be dimly seen, though the shadows of the land 
deepened the obscurity of night so far as to render objects at even a 
less distance quite indistinct. The suddenness and imminency 
of the danger appeared to arouse all there was of life in Carlo Gi- 
untotardi. Hc steered, and steered well, belog accustomed to 
the Office , by liviog.so long on the coast; and he sheered in for the 
rocks, with the double view of landing, if necessary, and of 
gettiog still deeper within the shadows. 

It was soon evident that the English gaioed« Four oars against 
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two were fearfui odds; and it was plainly apparent that theyawl 
must be overtaken. 

**0h ! UDcle, towards the arch and water-cavern of the point! '* 
whispered Gbita, whose hands were clasped on her breast, asif 
to keep down her emotions. *' That may yet save bim ! " 

The yawl was in the act of whirling round the rocks, which 
from the deep cove, on wbicb the Marina Grande of Sorrento lies. 
Carlo caught bis niece's idea, and kept bis tiller bard a-port, teil- 
ing Raonl and Itbuel at the same time to take in their oars as 
quickly as possible. The men obeyed , supposing that it was the 
Intention to iand , and take to the beights for sbelter. But just as 
they supposed the boat was about to strike against some perpen- 
dicular rocks, and Raoul was muttering bis surprise that such a 
spot sbould be cbosen to Iand at, it glided through a low natural 
arch , and entered a little basin , as noiselessly as a bubble floating 
in a current. The next minute the two gigs came whirling round 
the rocks; one followingthesbore, dose in, to prevent the fugi^ 
tives from landing, and the other steering more obliquely athwart 
the Bay. In another minute more tbey bad passed a hundred yards 
a-hcad , and the sound of their moTements was lost. 

CHAPTER XXV. 

And chiefly thou , Spirit, that dost prefer, 
Before all temples, tbe uprigbt heart and pure, 
Instructme; for thou know*st. Miltoa. 

The spot in which Carlo Giuntotardi had taken refuge is well 
known on tbe Sorrentioe shore as tbe water-cavem , at the ruins 
of Queen Joan's country-bouse. Cavern it is not, though tbe 
entrance is beneath a low, natural arch; the basin within being 
open to the beavens, and tbe place resembling an artiOcial excara- 
tion , made to sbelter boats in; profiting by the natural passage to 
obtain an entrance. Let the origin of this little baven be wbat it 
may, art could not have devised a more convenient, or a more 
perfect refuge than it afforded to our fugf tives at a most crltical mo- 
ment. Once through the arch , the boat would bave been effec- 
taally concealed from her perstiers, under a noon-day son ; nor 
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would any, who were unacquainted with the pecoliarities of Ibe 
eDtrance, dream of a boat*s lyiDg, as it migbt be, bnriediothe 
rocks of the little promoDtory. Neither Ghita nor her nncle any 
loDger feit concern; but the former annouoced her intentfon to 
land here , assnriog Raoul that she could easily fiod her way into 
the bridle-path which leads to St. Agata. 

The desperate character of the recent chase , aided by his late 
almost miraculoas escape from death , joined to the necessity of 
parting from his mistress, rendered our hero melancholy, if not 
moody. He conld not ask Ghifa to share his dangers any longer; 
and yet he feit, if he permitted her now to quit him , that the Se- 
paration might be for ever. Still he made no objection; but 
leaving Ithuel in charge of the boat , he assisted Ghita up the fun- 
nel-like sides of the basin , and prepared to aecompany her on her 
way to the road. Carlo preceded the pair, telling his niece that 
she \(rould find him at a cottage on the vay, vell known to both. 

The obscurity was not so great as to render the Walking very 
diflicult; and Raoul and Ghita pursued their course slowly along 
the rocks, each oppressed with the saroe Sensation of regret at 
parting, though influenced by nearly opposing views for the futurc. 
The girl took the young man's arm withouthesitation; and there 
was a tenderncss in the tones of her voice , as well as in her gc- 
neral manner , which betrayed how nearly her heart was interested 
in what was passing. Still , principle was ever uppermost in her 
thoughts; and she determined now to speak plainly, and to the 
purpose. 

**Raoul/' Said she, afler listeniog to some one ofthose 
fervent declarations of love that were peculiarly agreeable to one of 
her aftectionate and sincere nature, even when she most feit the 
necessity of repelling the insinuating suit, ** there must be an end 
of this. I can never again go through the scenes I have lately wlt- 
nessed , nor allow you to run such fearful risks. The sooner we 
understand each other, andimaysay, the sooner we part , itwill 
be the wiser, and the better for the interests of both. I blame 
myself for snfTering the intimacy to last so long, and for proceed- 
ing so far." 

**And this is said by a fervent-souled Italian girl! One of 
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eighteen years ; who comes of a region in which it is the boast that 
the heart is even warmer tbao the sun; of a race, among vhom it 
is hard to find one — om, eveo a poor one — who is not ready to 
sacrifice home, coantry» hopes, forlune — nay, life itself, to 
give happiness to the man who has chosen her from all the rest of 
her sex." 

*•*" It woidd seem to me easy to do all this , Raoul. S%; I think 
I could sacrifice everything you have named, to make you happy ^ 
Home I haye not, unless the Prince*s Towers can thusbe called; 
country , since the sad event of this week , I feel as if I had alto- 
gether lost; of hopes, I have few in this world, with which your 
Image has not been connected; but those which were once so 
precious to me, arenow, Ifear, lost; you know I have no fortuoe 
to tempt me to stay, or you to follow; as for my life, I fear it will 
soon be very valueless — am sure it will be miserable." 

**Then why not decide at once, dearest Ghita, to throw the 
weight of your sorrows on the Shoulders of one strong enough to 
bearthem? You care not for dress, or gay appearances, and can 
take a bridegroom even with the miserable aspect of a lazzarone, 
when you know that the heart is right. You will not despise me 
because I am not decked as I might be for the bridal. Nothing is 
easier than to find an altar and a priest among these monasteries ; 
and the hour for saying mass is not very distant. Give me a right 
to Claim you , and I will appoint a place of rendezvous , bring in 
the lugger to-morrow night , and carry you off in triumph to our 
gay Provence; where you will find hearts gentle as your own, to 
welcome you with joy, and call you sister." 

Raoul was earnest in his manner, and it was not possible to 
doubt his sincerity; though an air of self-satisfaction gleamed in 
his face, when he alluded to his present personal appearance , for 
he well knew all his advantages in that way, in spite of the dress 
ofa lazzarone. 

*'Urgemenot, dear Raoul," Ghita answered, though uncon- 
sciously to herseif she pressed closer to his side, and both sadness 
and lovewere in the very tones of her voice ; **urge me not, dear 
Raoul ; this can never be. I have already told you the gulf that 
lies between us; you will not cross it to join me, and I earmot 
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eross U to join you. Nothing but that conld separate us; bot 
that, tomyeyes, grows broader and dceper every hour." 

**Ah, Ghita, thoo deceivest me and tbyself. Were the feelings 
as thou fandest, no human inducement could lead thee to reject 
mc." 

**It is not a human inducement, Raou] ; it is one above earth, 
and all it holds." 

^^ Feste! These priests are scourges sent to torment men in 
every shape. They inflict hard lessoos in childhood, teach asperity 
in youth , and make us superstitious and silly in age. I do not 
wooder that roy brave compatriots drove them from France ; they 
did nothing but devour like locusts, and deface the beauties of 
Providence." 

'*Raoul , thou art speaking of the ministers of God ! *' Ghita 
observed meekly, butinsorrow. 

"Pardon me, dearest Ghita ; I have no patience when I remem- 
her what a triOe, afler all, tbreatens to tear us asunder. Thou 
pretendest to love me?" 

'*It is not pretence, Raoul, but adeep, and Ifear a painful 
reality." 

'*To think that a girl so frank, with a heart so tender and a soul 
so true, will allow any secondary thing to divido her from the man 
of her choice ! " 

*^Itis not a secondary, bot a primary thing, Raoul; oh! that 
I could make thee think so : The question is between thee and 
God ! were it aught eise, thou mighf st indeed prevail.'* 

* * Why trouble tbyself about my religion at all ? Are there not 
thousands of wives who teil their beads and repeat their aves^ while 
their husbands think of anything but heaven? Thou and I can 
overlook this difference; others overlook them, and keep but one 
heart between them still. 1 never would molest thee, Ghita, in 
thy gentle worship." 

*^It is not thou thatidread, Raoul, but myself," answered 
the girl, with Streaming eyes, though she succeeded in suppressing 
the sobs which struggled for uttorance. *' *A house divided against 
itsclf cannot stand,' they say; how could a heart that was filled 
with thee 6nd place for the love it ought to bear the Author of its 
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being. When the hasband lives only for the world , it is hard for 
the wife to tbiok of heaveo as she ought." 

Kaoul was deeply touched vith the feeling Ghita betrayed, 
vhile he was ready to adore her for the coofiding sincerUy with 
which she confessed bis power over her heart. His answer was 
glvea with seductive tenderness of manner, which proved that he 
was not altogether unworthy of the stränge conflict he had created 
in so gentle a breast. 

**Thy Godwillneverdesertf/200, Ghita," saidhe; 'Hhouhast 
nothing to fear as my wife , or that of any other man. None but 
a brate could ever think of molestiog thee in thy worship , or in 
doing aught which thy opinions render necessary or proper. I 
would tear the tongue from my mouth before reproach , sneer, or 
argament shoold be ased to bring thee pain, after I onee had feit 
that thou ]eanedst on me for support. All that I have said has 
come from the wish that thon wouldst not misunderstand me in a 
matter I know thoa think'st important." 

'* Ah ! Raoal, Jittle dost thou understand the hearts of women. 
If thy power is so grcat over me to-day as almost to incline mefrora 
the most solemn of all my dnties, what woald it become when the 
love of a girl should turn into the absorbing affection of a wife ! 
1 find il hard , even now, to reconcile the love I bear to God with 
the streng feeling thou hast created in my heart. A yearof wedded 
life would endanger more than I can express to you in words." 

**And, then, the fear of losing thy salvation is strenger than 
thy earthly attachments?" 

**Nay, Raoul , it is not that, I am not seißsh or cowardly as 
/espects myself, I hope; nor do I think at all of any punühment 
that might foilow from a marriage with an unbeltever : what I most 
apprehend is, being taaght to love myGrod less than I feel I now do, 
orthan, as the creature of his merey, longht." 

**Thou speakest as if man could rival the Being whom thoa 
worshtppest. I have always understood , that the love we bear the 
Deity , and that we bear each other , are of a very different qaality. 
I can see no necessity for their interfering with each other." 

*' Nothing can be less alike, Raoul; yet one may impair, if 
not deslroy, the other. Oh! if thoa wouldst bat believe that thy 



363 



Sravionr was thy God , if thou couldst but be dead to bis love , and 
not active agaiast bim , I might bope for better (hings ; bat I dare 
not pledge all my earthly daties to onc wbo is openly an enemy of 
my own great Master and Redeemer." 

**I will not, cannot deceive thee, Ghita — that I leave to the 
priests. Thou know'st my opinions, and mnst take me as I am, 
or wbo)ly reject me. This I say, though I feel that disappointment, 
if you persist in your cruelty, will drive me to some desperate 
act, by means of which I shali yet taste of the mercics of these 
English." 



*'Say not so, Raoul; be prudent, for the sake of your 
country — " 

"Butnotforlhine, Ghita?" 

*'Yes, Raoul, and for mine also. I wish not to conceal bow 
much happier I shali be in hearing of your welfare and peace of 
mind. I fear, though an enemy^ it will ever give me pleasure to 
learn that thou art victorious. But, here is (he road , yonder the 
cottage where my uncle waits for me, and we must part. Heaven 
bless thee , Raoul ! my prayers will be füll of thee. Do not — do 
not risk more to see me; but if — ** The heart of the girl was so 
füll, that emotion choked her. Raoul listened iotently for the next 
word, but he listened in vain. 

**If what, dear Ghita? Thou wert about to ulter somethiog 
that I feel is encouraging." 

^' Oh ! how I bope it may be so, my poor Raoul ! I was going 
to add, if God ever touch thy heart, and thou wouldst stand before 
bis allar a belieyer, with one at thy side who is ready and anxious 
to devote all to thee, but her love of the Being who created her, 
and her treasures of future happiness , seek Ghita ; thou will flnd 
her thou wouldst have." 

Raoul stretched forth bis arms to clasp the tender girl to bis 
bosom; but, fearful of herseif , she avoided bim , and fled along 
the patb like one terrified with the apprehension of parsuit. The 
young man paused a moment, half inclined to follow; then pru- 
dence regained its influence, and he bethought him of the necessity 
of gelting to a place of safety while it was yet night. The future 
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^as slill before him, ia hope; and that hope led him to look 
forward to olher occasions to press his suit. 

Little, however, did Raoul Yvard, much as he prized her, 
know Ghita Caraccioli. Her oature was füll of vomanly sensibili- 
lies, it is true, and her heart replete with tendemess for him in 
particular; but the adoration she paid to God was ofthat lastiag 
character which endures to the end. In all she said and feit she 
was truth ilself ; and , white no false shame ioterposed to cause 
her to conceal her attachment, there was a moral armour thrown 
about her purposes, that rendered them impregnable to the 
assaults of the world. 

Our hero found Ithuel sleeping in the boat , in perfect security. 
The Granlte-man thoroughly understood his Situation , and, fore- 
seeiog a long row before him, he had quietly lain down in the 
stern-sheet of the yawl, and was taking his rest, as tranquilly as 
he had ever done in his berth oji board Le Feu-Follet. He was 
even aroused with difBcuIty , and resumed the oar with reluctance« 
Before descendiog the funnel , Raoul had takeu a survey of the wa- 
ter from the rocks above. He listened intently to catch any sounds 
that might arise from the English boals; but nothiog was visible 
in the obscurity, while distanee or caution prevented anything from 
being audible. Satisfied that all was safe outside, he determincd 
to row out into the bay, and, making a circuit to avoid his euemies, 
push to the westward, in the expectation of Gnding his luggerin 
the offiog. As there was now a considerable land-breeze, and the 
yawl was lightened of so much of her freight, there was little doubt 
of his being able to effect his purpose, so far, at least, as getting 
out of sight was conccrned, long ere the retum of light. 

^^Pardie^ Etooelie!" Raoul exciaimed, after he had given tho 
American jog the third, ** you sleep like a friar who is paid for say- 
ing niasses at midnight. Come, ami; now is our time to move, 
for all is clear outside." 

*'Well, Natur', theysay, is a good workman, Captain Ruie,*' 
answered Ithuel, gapiog and rubbing bis eyes; '*and never did 
she turn off a prettier hidiug-place than this. One sieeps so quietly 
in it! Heigho! I suppose the ash must be kept moving, er we 
may yet miss our passage back to France. ShoYc her bows round. 
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Captain Eule ; hcre is. the hole, irhich is almost as hard to 6nd as 
it is to thread a needle with a cable. A good shove, and she will 
shoot out iDto the open wator." 

Raoul did as desired. Ithoeltoachiog the tiller, theyawlgli- 
dcd through the opeoiog, and feit the long ground-swell of the 
glotious bay. Tlie two adventurers looked about them with some 
concem as they issued from their bidiog-place, but the obscurity 
\yas too deep to bring anythiog in yiew on the face of the waters. 
The flashing which occasionally illomined the summit of Yesuvins 
resembled heat lightning, and would have plaioly indicated the 
Position of that celebrated mountain, had not its dark outlines 
been visiblc, exposing a black mass at thehead of the bay. The 
ragged mountain-tops behind and above Castel a Mare were also 
to be traced, as was the whole ränge of the nearercoast; thongh 
that opposite was only discoverable by the faint glimmerings of a 
thoasand lights, that were appearing and disappearing, like Stars 
eclipsed, on the othersideofthcbroadsheetofplacid water. On 
the bay itself little could be discerned; ander the near coast no- 
thing, the shadows of tho rocks obscoring its borders with a wide 
bcitof darkness. 

After lookiog around them qaite a minute in silence, the men 
droppcd their oars, and beganto pull from under the point, with 
the Intention of making an offiog before they set their little Inggs. 
As they came out, the hcavy Aap of canvass quite near startled 
their ears, and both (urned instinctively to look a-head. There in- 
deed was a vesscl Standing directly in , threatening even to cross 
their vcry track. She was dose on a wind, with her larboard tacks 
aboard , and had evidently just shaken everything in the expeeta- 
tion of luffing past the point without tacking. Could she succeed 
in this , it would be in her power to stand on until compelled to go 
about beneath the Tcry cliffs of the town of Sorrento. This was in 
truth her aim, for again she shook all her sails. 

** Feste ! " muttered Raoul , ** this is a bold pilot : he loves the 
rocks as if they were bis mistress. We must lie quiet, Etooelle, 
and let bim pass ; eise he may trouble us." 

*''Twill be the wisest, Captain Rulo; though I donotthink 
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him an Eoglishman. Hark! the ripple under bis bow is like tbat 
of a knifc going tbrougb a ripe water-melon." 

'*Mon Feu-Follet!" exclaimed Raoul , rising and actnally ex- 
tending bis arms, as if to embrace tbebeloved craft. '^Etooelle, 
tbey 8cek us, for we arc much bebind our time." 

Tbc stranger drew ncar fast : wben bis outlines became visible, 
tbere was no mistaking tbem. Tbe two enormons luggs , tbe little 
jigger, tbe bull, almost awasb, and tbe wbole of tbe fairyform 
came mistily into view, as tbe swift bird assumes colour and pro-- 
portion wbile it advances out of tbe deptb of the void. The vessei 
was but a bundred yards distant; in anotber minute she woald be 
past. 

^^Tive la RipubUquel" said Raoul distinctly, tbough be 
feared to trust bis voice witb a loud bail. 

Again tbe canvass flapped, and the trampling of feet was beard 
on tbe lugger's deck: tben sbe came sweeping into tbe wind wiibin 
fifty feet of the yawl. Raoul watcbed tbe movement, and , by tbe 
time ber way was nearly lost, be was alongside and bad caugbt a 
rope. At tbe neit instant be was on board her. 

Raoul trod tbe deck of bis lugger again witb tbe pride of a mo- 
narcb as be ascends bis throne. Certain of ber sailing qnalities, 
and confident of bis own skill , tbis gallant Seaman was perfectly 
indifferent to tbe clrcumstance tbat be was environed by powerful 
enemies. Tbe wind and tbe bour were propitious , and no Sensa- 
tion of alarm disturbed tbe exultation of tbat bappy moment. Tbe 
explanations that passed betwecn him and bis first-Iieutenant, 
Pintard, werebrief, butdistinct. Le Feu-Follct bad kept off tbe 
land witb ber sails lowered, — a trim in wbicb a vessei of ber rig 
and Iowness in tbe water would not be visible more tban five or six 
miles , — until sufficient time bad elapsed , wben sbe was taken 
into the Gulf of Salerno to look for signals from the heigbts of 
St. Agata. Finding none, sbe went to sea again, as bas been stated, 
sweeping along the coast in tbe bope of falling in witb intelligence. 
Altbougb she could not be seen by her enemies , sbe saw tbe tbree 
cruisers wbicb were on tbe look-out, and great uneasiness pre- 
vailed on board concerning tbe fate of the absentees. On tbe af- 
^ernoon of tbat day tbe lugger was carried close in witb tbe nortb- 
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West side of Ischia , which island she rounded at dnsk , seemingly 
{nteodiog to anchor at Bai», a harbour seldom withoot allied 
cruisers. As the wind came off the laod» howeyer, she kept away ; 
and , passing between Procida and Mysenum , she came out into 
the bay of Naples aboot three hours before meeting with Raoul, 
with the iatentioD of examiDing the whole of the opposite coast in 
search of the yawl. She had seeo the light at the gaff of the Pro- 
serpine , and at (irst supposed that it might be a sigoal from the 
missing boat. With a view to make sure of it» the lagger had 
been kept away until the night-glasses annoanced a ship ; whea 
she was hauied up od a wind , and bad made two or three succes- 
sive half-boards, to weather the point where her captain lay con- 
ccaled » the Marina Grande of Sorrento being one of the places of 
rendezvoQS mentioned by our hero in bis last instnictions. 

There was a scene of liyely congratolation , and of even plea- 
sing emotion, on the deck of the lugger, when Raonl so nnexpectedly 
appeared. He had every quality to make himself beloved by bis 
meu. Brave, adventurous, active, generous, and kind-hearted, 
his qualities rendered bim a favourite to a degree that was not 
common eyen among the people of that chivalrous nation. The 
Fiench mariner will bear famiiiarity better than his great riyal and 
neighbour, the Englishman ; and it was natural with our hero tc 
be frank and free with all, whether above him or below bim in 
condition. The temperaments to be brottght into subjection were 
not so rüde and intractable as those of the Anglo^axon ; and the 
off-hand, dashing character of Raoul was admirably adapted to win 
both the admiration and the affections of bis people. They now 
thronged about him wilhont besitation or reserve, each man 
anxious to make his good wishes known , his felicitations heard. 

•<I baye kept you playing about the ßre, eamarades** said 
Raoul , affected by the proofs of attachment he received ; ** but we 
will now take our revenge. There are English boats in chase of me 
at this moment under the land ; we will try to pick up one or two 
of them , by way of letting them know there !s still such a yessel as 
Le Feu-FoUcl/' 

An exciamation of pleasnre foUowed : then an old qnarter- 
master , who had actually taught bis Commander his Grst lessoos 
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inseamanship, shovedthronghthecrowd, and put his questions 
vith a sort of aathority." 

^^ Mon capitaine " saidhe, ''baveyou been near theseEog- 
lish?" 

'* Ay, Benoit; somewhat nearer tban I could "wisb. To own 
the trutb , the reasoQ you bave not sooner seen me was , that I was 
passiDgmy timeonboardouroldfri^od, La Proserpine. Herof- 
ficers and crew would not lose my Company, when tbey had oncc 
begun to enjoy it." 

^^ Feste! — mon eher eapitaine — were you a prisoner?" 

'^Sometbing ofthat sort, Benoit« At least, they bad me od 
a grating, with a rope round tbe neck, and were about to make 
me Swing oiT as a spy , wben a happy gun or two from Nelson , up 
above tbere at tbe town , ordered tbem to let me go bclow. As I 
bad no taste for such amusemenls, and wanted to see mon eher 
Feu-Follet, Etooelle and I got into tbe yawl, and left tbem; in- 
tending to return and be hanged , wben we can 6nd notbing better 
to do." 

This aecount rcquired an explanation, wbich Raoul gave in a 
very few words; and then the crew were directed to go to their sta- 
tions, in orderthat tbe Ingger might be properly worked. The 
next mioute the salls were filled , on tbe larboard-tack, as beforc, 
and Le Feu-Follet again drew a-head, Standing in for the cliffs. 

** Tbere is a ligbt in motion near Capri , mon eapitaine,*' ob- 
served the first-lieutenant; '*I snppose it to be on board some 
enemy. They are plenty as gulls about this bay." 

**You are very right, monsieur. 'T is La Proserpine; shc 
shows the ligbt for her boats. She is too far to leeward to meddle 
wilhus, bowever; and we are pretty certain tbere is nothing be- 
tv^een her and tbe ships off tbe town that can do us any barm. 
Are all our lights concealed? Let tbem be well looked to , mon- 
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All safc, mon eapitaine. Le Feu-Follet neyer shows her 
laolern unlil she wishes to lead an enemy into the mire ! '' 

Raoul laughed, and pronounced tbe word ^*Bon!** in the 
emphatic manner peculiar to aFrenchman. Then, as thelugger 
was drawing swifily in towards tbe rocks, be went on tbe forecastle 
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liliDseir, to keep a proper Iook*oiit a-head ; Ithuel, as usaal, stand« 
log at bis aide. 

The piaoo« or plain, of Sorrento termiDates, on the aide of 
the bay , in perpeodicalar difls of tofa, Tarying from one to nearlj 
two buodred feet iD beight. Those near the tovn are among the 
bighest, aDdarelmedwithviUas, convents, and other dwelliogs, 
of which the fonndatioos are freqnently placed npon ahelves of 
rock.fifty feet below the adjaceot streets. Raonl had been often 
bere daring the short reigo of theHufo faction, and was familiär 
with most of the coast. He knew that bis little lugger might brush 
against the yery rocks in most places; and was satisfied, that, if 
he feil in with the Proserpine's boats at all , it must be quite near 
the land. As the night-wind blew directly down the bay , sighing 
across the campagna between Yesnvins andCastel aMare, itbe- 
came necessary to tack off-sbore as soon as Le Fen-Foliet got close 
to the cliffs , where the obscurity was greatest, and her proportions 
and rig were not discemible at any distance. Wbile in the very act 
of going round, and before the bead-sheets were drawn, Raonl 
was Startled by a sudden bail. 

*'FeIucca, aboy!" cried one in English from a boat close on 
the Ingger's bow. 

**HalIoo!" answered Itbnel , raising an arm for all near bim 
to be quiet. 

<* What craft 's that?" resomed be in the boat. 

''A felocca, sent down by the admiral to look for the Pro* 
serpine: not finding her at Capri, we are tnrning up to the an- 
chorage of the fleet again." 

**Holdonamoment, Sir, if yon please; I 'II come on board 
yoQ. Perhaps I can help you oat of your difficulty , for I happen to 
know something oftbat ship." 

'*Ay, ay; bearahand, if yon please, for we want to make the 
most of this wind wbile it Stands." 

It is Singular bow easily we are deceived when the mind com-* 
mences by taking a wrong direction. Such was now the fact with 
bim in the boat, for he had imbibed the notion that he could trace 
the outlines of a feincca , of which so many navigate those waters, 
and the idea that it was the very lugger he had been seeking never 
Tfie Jack O'Lantem, 24 
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crossed hfs mind. Acting under the delusion^ he was soon along- 
side , and on the deck of his eoeiny. 

«Doyouknow this geDtlemao , Etooelle?" demaDded Raoul» 
who had gone to the gangway to reeeive his visitor. 

''It is Mr. Clinch, the master's-mate of the aceursed Pro* 
serpine, — he vrho spoke us in the yawl off the point yonder.** 

''How!" exclaimed Clinch, his alarm being sufficiently ap- 
parent in his voice , — ^'have I fallen into the hands of Freoch- 
men?" 

^'Touhave, monsieur," answered Raoul courteonsly, **but 
not into the hands of enemies. This isLeFea-Follet, and lam 
Raoul Yvard." 

"Then all hope for Jane is gone for ever ! I have passed a hap- 
py day, though a busy one ; for I did begin to think there was some 
Chance for me. A man cannot see Nelson without puUing np , and 
wishing to be something like him ; bnt a prison is no place for pro- 
motion." 

**Letusgo into my cabin, nsonsieur; there we can converse 
niore at onr ease , and we shall have a light." 

Clinch was in despair; it mattered not to him whitherhe was 
taken. In the cabin he sat, the picture of a helpless man ; and, a 
bottle of brandy happening to stand on the table, he eyed it with 
something like the ferocity with which the hungry wolf may be sup- 
posed to gaze at the lamb before he leaps the fold. 

*^Is this the gentleman yoa mean,Etooelle?" demanded Raoul, 
when the cabin lamp shone on the prisoner's face , — '* he who was 
80 much rejoiced to hear that his enemy was nof hanged?" 

"'T is the same, Captain Ruie: in the main he is a good- 
natured ofBcer , — one that does more härm to himself than to any 
one eise. They said in the ship that he went up to Naples to do you 
some good tum or other.** 

*^Bon/ Ton have been long in your boat, Mr. Clinch : we will 
give you a warm supper and a glass of wine , after which you are at 
liberty to seek your frigate , and to return to your own flag.'* 

Clinch stared , as if he did not or could not believe what he 
heard; then the truth flashed on his mind, and he burst into tears. 
Xhroughout that day his feelings had been in extremes , hope oncs 
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more opening a long vista of happiness for the fatore , through the 
renewed confidence and adyice of his captain. Thus far he bad 
dooe well , and it was by striving to do still better that he had fallen 
into the hands of the enemy. For a Single moment , the beautifol 
fabric which reirived hopes had been indnstriously weaving 
throaghout the day was toru into tatters; the kindness of RaouFs 
manner, however, hiswords, andtheexplanationsofithuel, re- 
moved a mountain from his breast, and he became quite un- 
nianned. There is none so debased as not to retain glimmerings 
of the bright spirit that is associated with the grosser particles of 
their material natare. Clinch had in bim the living consciousness 
that he was capable of better things; and he eodured moments of 
deep anguish as the Image of the patient, self-devotiog, and con- 
stant Jane rose before bis mind's eye to reproach him with his 
weakoesses. 

It is true that she never made these reproaches in terms; so far 
from that, she woald not even believe the slanders of those she 
mistook for his enemies : bat Clinch could not always quiet the 
spirit withio him, and he often feit degraded as he remembered 
with how much more Grmness Jane supported the load of hope 
deferred than he did bimself. The recent interview with Cuffe bad 
aroused all that was left of ambition and self-respect, and he had 
left the ship that morning with a fall and manly determination to 
reform, and to make one continued and persevering effort to obtain 
acommission, and with it Jane. Then followed captnre , and the 
moment of deep despair: bat Raool's generosity remoYed the load, 
and again the prospect brightened. 

CHAPTER XXVI. 

Oh ! many a dream was in the ship 
An hour before her deatb ; 
And sight of home with sighs distuib'd 
The sleeper's long-drawn breath. 

Wilson. 

Raoul soon decided on his course. While he was consoling 
Clinch, Orders had been sent to Pintard to look for the other gig: 
bat a iew miootes' search ander the cliffs satisfied those on deck 
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tbat she was not to be found, and the fact was so reported below ; 
nor could all Ithuers ingenuity eitract from the captared boat's 
crew any ayaUable information on the sabject. There was an 
esprit de corps among the Proserpines , as between tbeir own ship 
and Le Fen-Follet, which would have withstood, on an occaslon 
like this , both threats and bribes , and he of the Granite State was 
compelled to give the matter up as hopeless; though in sodoing 
he did not fail to ascribe the refasal to betray their shipmates, ob 
the part of these men, to English obstinaey rather than to anj 
creditable feeliog. The disposition to impnte the worst to those 
he hated, however, was not peculiar tolthuel or bis eountry ; it 
beiog pretty certain he wonid have fared no better on board the 
English frigate under circumstances at all analogous. 

Satisfied at length that the other boat had escaped bim , and 
feeling the necessity of getting out of the bay while it was still dark, 
Raoul reluctantly gave the order to bear up , and put the lugger 
dead before the wind , wing-and-wing. By the time this was done, 
the light craft had tumed so far to wiodward as to be under the 
noble rocks that separate the piano of Sorrento from the shores of 
Tico ; a hold promontory that buttresses the sea , with a wall of 
nearly or quite a thousand feet in perpendicular height. Here she 
feit the füll force of the land-wind ; and when her heim was put 
up y and her sheets eased off, a bird tnming on the wing wonld 
not have come round more gracefully, and scareely with greater 
velocity. The course now lay from point to point, in order to 
a?oid being becalmed within the indentations of the eoast. This 
carried the lugger athwart the cove of Sorrento rather than into it, 
and of course left Yelverton, who had landed at the smaller marina, 
quite out of the line of her course. 

So swift was the progress of the little craft , that, within fifleen 
minutes afler bearing up , Raoul aud Ithuel , who again occupied 
their stations on the forecastle, saw the head>land where they had 
so lately been concealed» and ordered the heim a-port» in order 
to sheer out and give it a berth. Then rock was passed after rock, 
cove after cove, and village after village, until the entrance 
between Capri and Campanella was again reached. In sweeping 
down the shore in this manner , the Intention was to pick up anj 
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boat that might happen to be in the lagger's traek; for, wbfle 
Raoal was disposed (o let bis prisoner go, be bad a stroog desire 
to seize aoj other officers of tbe frigate who migbtfall io bis way. 
Tbe aearcb was ineffectual, bowe^er; aod, wben tbe lagger came 
out into tbe opeo sea, all ezpectatioo of fiirtber saccess of tbis 
natare was reluctantly abaodoned. 

As Le Feu-FoUet was now io dangerons proximity to tbree 
craisers of the enerny , tbe moment was one wbicb caUed for d&- 
cision. Fortunately the positions of tbe Englisb vessels were 
known to Raool, — a circumstance tbat lessened tbe daoger, 
certaioly ; but it would not do to continne long witbin a leagne of 
tbeir ancborage , with tbe risk of tbe land-breezes failmg. As yet 
tbe darkness aod tbe shadows of tbe land concealed tbe priTateer; 
and ber Commander determined, if not litterally to make baj 
wbile tbe sun sbone , at least to profit by its abseence. Witb tbis 
▼iew, tben, be ordered the lo^er bo?e-to, tbe boat of Clincb 
bauled to the lee gangway » and tbe prisoners to be all brongbt on 
deck; tbe common men in tbe waist» and tbe master's-mate aft« 

**fiere I mast lose tbe pleasore of your Company » Monsieur 
Clinch," Said Raoul, witb a courtesy tbat may almost be iermed 
national. '* We are qoite as near votre belle Proserpüia as is safe, 
and / long for noire belle Franee. Tbe wind is fiiir to take ns off 
tbe coast, and two bours will carry ns out of sigbt, even were it 
noonnlay. You will bave tbe complaisance to nuke my daty to 
Monsieur Cuffe — om pardiel and to eee braves Italiau^ who 
are so much ze amis of Sir Smees ! Touche»4a** 

Raoul langbed, for bis beart was ligbt, and snndry droU 
conceits danced tbrongb bis brain. As for CUneb » tbe wbole was 
Greek to bim , witb tbe exception tbat be onderstood it was tbe In- 
tention of tbe Frencb to take tbeir yessel off tbeooast; a circum- 
stance tbat be was not sorry to leam , thougb be would baye given 
so mueb, a few bours earlier, to bave known wbere to find ber« 
Raours generosity bad woiked a revolntion in bis feelings, 
bowever; and notbing was farther from bis wisbes, now, tban to 
be employed against tbe celebrated privateersman. Still» be bad 
a duty to perform to tbe Service of which he was a member, 
anotbertoJane, and a last tohimsell^ 
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<'GaptainTvard," said U^e mästerVmate, taking the other'^ 
offered hand, *'I shall never forget thia kindness on yoor part; it 
comes at a most fortanate moment for me. Hy happiness io this 
worid, and perhaps in the world to come," — an ejacnlation of 
"Bah!" involuntarily escaped the listener — **depended on my 
being at liberty. I hold it to be fair, however, to teil you the 
"vrhole truth« I must do all I can to captare or destroy this Yery 
lugger, as well as any other of the king*s enemies, as soon asi 
am my own master again." 

^*Boni — I iike yoar frankness , Monsieur Clinch , as much as 
I Iike yonr homanity. I always look for a brave enemy when un 
Af^laU eomes against me; if you are ever in the number, I shall 
expect nothing worse." 

''It will be my duty, Captain Yvard, to report to Captain 
€uffe where I found the Folly, where I left her, and where I think 
she is steering ! Eyen your armament » crew, and all such little 
particnlars, I shall be questioned on. I must answer honestly." 

^*Mon cher^ you are * honest fellow/ as you Anglais say. 
I wish it was noon-day, that you might better see ourdeck: Le 
Fen-Follet is not so ugly, that she should wish to wear a ?eil. 
Teil eyerything, Clinch, mon brave; if Monsieur Cuffe wish to 
send anotber party against our lugger, come in the first boat en 
personne. We shall always be happy to see Monsieur Clinch. As 
for where we steer, you see our head is toward la belle France; 
and there is plenty of room for a long chase. Adieu , mon ami — 
au revoirJ" 

Clinch now shook hands heartily with all the olBcers ; again 
expressed bis sense of the liberality with which he was treated, 
and this, too, with emotion; he then foUowed bis people into the 
boat, and pulledaway from thelugger'sside, hqlding bis course 
toward the light which was still bnrning on board the Proserpine. 
At the same time Le Feu-FoUet filled , and soon disappeared from 
bis eyes in the darkness, running off, wing-and-wing» and 
steering west, as if really making the best of her way towards the 
Stralts of Bonifacio , on her road to France. 

Bnt, In fact, Raoul had no such Intention. His cruise was 
not up; and bis present position, surrounded as he was with 
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encmies , was füll of attraction to one of his temperament. Only 
the day before he appeared in the disguise of a lazzarone, he had 
captured , manned , and sent to Marseilles a valuable store-ship ; 
and he knew that another was hourly expected in the bay. This 
was an excose to his people for remaining where they were. Bat 
the excitement of constantly ranning the gauntlet, the pleasüre of 
demonstrating the saperior sailing of his Ingger, the opportnnities 
for distinclion , and every other professional motive» were trifling, 
as compared with the tie which bound him to the feeling that nn- 
ceasingly attracted him towards Ghita, With his love also there 
began to mingle a Sensation approaching to despair. White Ghita 
was so gentle , and even tender with him , he had eirer found her 
consistent, and singularly firm in her principles. In their recent 
dialogues, — some that we have forbome to relate on acconntof 
their pecnliar character, — Ghita had expressed her reluctance to 
tmst her fate with one whose God was not her God, with a dis- 
tinclness and force which left no donbt of the seriousness of her 
Tiews, or of her ability to sastain them in acts. What rendered 
her resolution more impressive, was the ingennous manner with 
which she never hesitated to admit RaonFs power over her affec- 
tfons, leaving no pretext for the common-place snpposition that 
the girl was acting. The conversation of that night welghed 
heavily on the heart of the lo?er, and he could not summon snf- 
ficient resolution to part — perhaps for months — with snch an 
apparent breach between him and his hopes. 

As soon as it was known, therefore, that the lugger was far 
enongh at sea to be out of sight from the boat of Clinch , she came 
by the wind on the larboard tack again , heading up towards the 
celebrated ruins of Psstum , on the eastem shore of the Bay of 
Salerno. To one accustomed to the sea, there would not have 
seemed sufiScient wind to urge even that light craft along at the rate 
with which she glided through the water : bat the land-breeze was 
charged with the damps of midnight; the canvass was thickened 
from the same cause; and the propelling power had nearly double 
its apparent force. In an hour after hauling up , Le Fen-FoUet 
tacked , füll eight miles distant from the spot where she altered her 
direction , and far enough to windward to lay her course in directly 
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fbr the cUflb beneath thevillage of St. Agata^ or the present resU 
dence of Ghita. In proceeding thas , Raoul had a double intentioD 
before him. English ships were constanüy passing between SiciLy, 
Malta , and Naples ; and , as tbose bound nortb would naturally 
draw in with the land at this point, bis position might enable bim 
to strike a suddeo blow witb the retuni of day, should aoy sakable 
vessel be in tbe offing next morning. Tben be boped for a signal 
froni Ghita at least, and sucb tbings were Yery dear to bis beart; 
or possibly aniiety and affection migbt bring ber down to tbe 
water-side , wben anotber interview would be possible. Tbis was 
tbeweakness of passion, and Raoul submitted to its power, like 
feebler-minded and less resolute men ; tbe bero becoming little 
better than the vulgär berd under its influence. 

The two or tbree last days and nights bad been bours of ex- 
treme anxiety and care to the officers and crew of the lugger, as 
well as to their Commander» and all on board began to feel tbe 
necessity for sleep. As for Ithuel , be bad been in his bammock 
an hour, and Raoul nowthougbt seriouslyof foUowingbis example. 
Giving bis inslruclions therefore to the young lieutenant who was 
in Charge of tbe deck, our bero went below, and in a few minutes 
he was also lost to present hopes and fears. 

Everything seemed propitious to the lugger, and the intentions 
of her Commander. The wind went down gradually, until there 
was little more than air enough to keep steeragc-way on tbe vessel : 
while the ripple on the water disappeared, leaving nothing behind 
itbut the long, beavy, ground-swell , that always stirs the bosom 
of the Qcean , like the beaving respiration of some gigantic animal. 
The morning grew darker, but the surface of the gulf was glassy 
and tranquil, leaving no immediate motive for watchfnlness 
or care. 

These are the letbai^ic moments of a seaman*s Hfe. Days of 
toil bring nights of drowsiness, and tbe repose of Nature presents 
a constant temptation to Imitate ber example. The reaction of ex-* 
citement destroys the disposition to indulge in tbe song, the jest, 
or the tale; and tbe mind , like the body, is disposed to rest from 
its labours. Even the murmuring wash of tbe water, as it rises 
aod falls against tbe vesseFs sidesy sounds like a luUaby, and sleep 
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fteems to be tbe one great blessiDg of existence« Under snch dr- 
cumstaDces, therefore, it is not snrprising tbat the watch on the 
deck of Ihe lugger iDduiged this oecessary want. It f s permitted to 
the commoD men to doze at such moments , while a few are on the 
alert; butevendaty, in theabseDceofnecessity, feels its task to 
be irksome and difficult of Performance. Look-out after look-ont 
lowered bis head ; the yonng man who was seated on the arm-ehest 
aft began to lose bis consciousoess of present things , in dreamy 
recoUections of Provence, bis bome, and the girl of bis youthfal 
admiration. The Seaman at tbe beim alone kept bis eyes open, 
and all bis facalties on tbe alert. This is a Station in which vigilance 
is OTer reqaired ; and it sometimes bappens , in vessels wbere the 
rigid discipline of a regulär senrice does not exist, tbat others reiy 
so mach on tbe circamstance , that they forget tbeir own dulies in 
depending on the dne discbarge of bis by the man at the wheel. 

Snch , to a certain degree , was now the fact on board Le Feu- 
FoUet. One of the best seamen in tbe lugger was at the heim ; and 
eacb individaal feit satisficd that no shift of wind could occur, no 
chaoge of sails become necessary, that Antoine would not be there 
to admonish them of the circamstance. One day was so mach like 
another , too, in tbat tranqail season of the year, and in that laxa- 
rioas sea, tbat all on board knew the regulär mutations which the 
bours prodoced: tbe soatherly air in tbe moming, thezephyrin 
the afternoon, and theland-wind at night, were as mach matters 
of coarse as the rising and setting of the san. No one feit apprehen- 
sion, wbile all submitted to the ioflaence of a want of rest^ and of 
tbe drowsioess of the climate. 

Not so with Antoine. His hairs were grey ; sleep was no ionger 
so necessary to bim. Hehadmachprideofcalling^ too; was long 
experienced, and possessed senses sharpened and rendered critical 
by practica and many dangers. Again and again did be tarn bis 
eyes towards Campanella , to ascertain if any signs of the enemy 
were in sight; the obscurity prevented anything from being ?isible 
bat tbe dark outline of tbe high and rock-bound coast. Then be 
glanced bis eyes over the deck , and feit bow completely everything 
depended on bis own vigilance and faitbfulness. Tbe look at the 
sails and to windward broaght no cause for uneashiess, however; 
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and, presamiDg on his Isolation, he began to sing in suppressed 
tones an air of the Troubadours , one vhlch he had leamed in 
childhood in his native langue du Midi. Thus passed the minutes, 
until Antoine saw the first glimmerings of morning peeping out of 
the darkness, that came above the mountain-tops vhich lay in the 
vicinity of Eboli.^ Antoine feit solitary ; he was not sorry to greet 
these Symptoms of a return to theanimationandcommunionofa 
new day. 

'*Hist! mon Heutenantl" whispered the old mariner , un- 
willing to expose the drowsiness of his young superior to the gaze 
of the common men ; ^*mon lieutenant — 't is I , Antoine." 

**Eh ! — bah! — OhI Antoine , est-ce-que toi? Bon! — what 
vould you have » mon ami?'* 

** I hear the surf, I think , mon Ueutenant. Listen ! — is not 
that the water strikiog on the rocks of the shore?" 

^*Jamais! You see the land is a mile from us ; this coast has 
no shoals. The captain told us to stand close in , before we ho?e- 
to, or calied bim. Pardie! — Antoine, how the little witch has 
travelled in my watch ! Here we are , within a musket's ränge from 
the heights , yet there has been no wind." 

'* Pardon f mon lieutenant! — I do not iike that sound of the 
surf; it is too near for the shore. Will you have the kindness to 
Step on the forecastle and look a-head , monsienr? the light is b&* 
ginniDg to be of use." 

The young man yawned , stretched his arms , and walked for- 
ward; the first to indulge himself, the first, also, to relievethe 
uneasiness of an old shipmate, whose experience he respected. 
Still his Step was not so quick as common ; and it was near a minute 
before he reached the bows, or before he gained the knight-heads. 
But his form was no sooner visible there than he waved his arms 
frantically, and shouted in a Toice that reached the recesses of 
the vessel, 

'*Hard up, — hard up with the heim, Antoine! ease off the 
Sheets, mes er\fanst" 

Le Feu-Follet rose on a heavy gronnd-swell at that moment; In 
the next she settled down with a shock resembling that which we 
experience when we leap and alight sooner than we expected.^ 



879 



Jbere she lay, cradled in a bed of rocks, as inamoyeable as one of 
the stones around her, — stones that had mocked the billows of tbe 
Mediterranean» within tbe known annals of man , more tban tbree 
tbousand years. In a word , the logger bad strack on one of those 
celebrated islels under the heights of St. Agata, known as the 
Islands of the Sirens, and which are believed to have been comme- 
morated by the oldest of all the living profane writers, Homer him- 
self. The blow was hardly given before Raoul appeared on deck. 
The Tessel gave np all that had life in her; and she was at once a 
sceneofalarm^ activity, andexertion. 

It is at such a moment as this that the most aseful qualities of a 
naval captain render themselves apparent. Of all around bim 
Raoul was the calmest, the most collected, and the best qualiGed 
to issue the Orders which had become necessary. He made no 
exclamations , — uttered not a word of reproach , — cast not even 
a glance of disapprobation on any near bim. The mischief was 
done; the one thing needfulwastorepairit, ifpossible, leaving 
to tbe future the cares of discipline, and the distribution of rewards 
and punishments. 

**She is as fast anchored as a cathedral, mon lieutenant/' 
he qnietly obsenred to the very officer througb whose remissness 
the accident had occurred. **I see no use in these sails: take 
them in at once; they may set her further on the rocks, should 
she happen to lift." 

The young man obeyed , every nerve in bis body agitated by 
the sense of delinqaency : then he walked aft, cast one look around 
bim at the desperate condition of the lugger, and with the im- 
petuosity of cbaracter which belongs to bis country he plunged 
into the sea , from which bis body never re-appeared. The me- 
lancboly suicide was immediately reported to Raoul : — 

*'BonI " was tbe answer. ^*Had he done it an hour earlier, 
Le Feu-Follet would not have been set up on these rocks like a 
vessel in a ship-yard. Mau^ mes er^faru, couragel We 'U 
yet see if our beantiful lugger cannot be sayed." 

If there were stoicism and bitterness in this answer, there 
was not deliberate craelty. Raoul loved bis lugger, — neit to 
Ghita, before all things on earth; and, in bis eyes, the fault of 
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wreckfog her in a ealm was to be classed among the unpardonable 
Bios. Still, it was by no means a rare occurreoce. Ships, like 
men, are often cast away by an excess of confidence; and the 
American coast, one of the eafest in the known world fbr the 
prndent marlner to approach , on account of the regnlarity of its 
sonndings, has many a tale to teil of disasters simiiar to this, 
vhich haye oecarred simply because no signs of danger were 
apparent. Oar hero would not have excnsed himself for sach 
negligence; and tbat, vhich self-love will not induce us to 
pardon , will hardly be conceded to pbilanthropy. 

The pamps were sounded, and it was ascertained that the 
logger had come down so easily into her bed , and lay there with so 
little straining of her seams^ that she continued tight as a bettle. 
This left all the hope which circumstances would allow of still 
saving the yessel. Raoal neglected no useful precaution. By 
this time the light was streng enough to enable him to see a felacca 
Coming slowly down from Salerno before the wind , or all that was 
still left of the night-air; and he despatched Ithuel with an armed 
boat to seize her, and bring her alongside of the rocks. He took 
this Gonrse with the double purposeofusiog the prize, ifpractic* 
able, in getting bis own yessel off; or, in the last resort, of 
making bis own escape , and that of bis people, in her to France. 
He did not condescend to explain bis motives , howeyer, nor did 
any one presume to inquire into them. Raoul was now strfctiy 
a Commander acting in a desperate emergency. He eyen suo* 
ceeded in suppressing the constitutional yolubility of bis country» 
men, and in substituting for it the deep attentiye silence of 
thorough discipline , one of the great causes of bis own unusual 
success in maritime enterprises. To the want of this yery silence 
and attention may be ascribed so many of those nayal disasters 
which haye undeniably befallen a people of Singular enterprise and 
courage. Those who wish them well will be glad to leam that 
the eyil has been in a great measure repalred. 

As soon as the boat was sent to seize the felucca, the yawl 
was put into the water, and Raoul himself began to sound around 
thelugger. The rocks of the Sirens, as the islets are calied to 
this day, are soificiently eleyated aboye tbe snrface of the sea t4 
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be visible at some distance; though, lying in a line with the 
coast, U would not have beeo easy for the look-oots of Le Feu- 
FoUet to discern them at the hour wben she Struck , even bad they 
been on the alert« The iocreasing light, howeverf enabled the 
Freoch fuUy to ascertain their position, andto leani theextentof 
the evil. The lagger bad been lifted into a crevice between two of 
the rocks by a ground-swell heavier than common ; and , though 
there was deep water all round her, it would be impossible to get 
her afloat again without lightening. So long as the wind did not 
blow and the sea did not rise, she was safeenough; butaswell 
that shonld force the bull to rise and fall would inevitably cause 
her to bilge. These facts were learned in five minutes after the 
yawl was in the water, and much did Raoul rejoic^at haviogso 
promptly sent Ithuel in quest of the felucca. The rocks were next 
reconnoitred, in order to ascertain what facilities they offered to 
favour the discharging of the vesseFs stores. Some of them were 
high enough to protect articies from the wash of the water; but it 
is at all times difficult to lie alongside of rocks that are exposed to 
the open sea» the heaving and setting of the element eyen in calms 
causing the elevation of its surface so much to* vary. On the 
present occasion^ however, the French found less swell tttan 
common, and that it was possible to get their stores ashore at 
two or three different points. 

Raoul now directed the work to commence in earnest. The 
lugger carried four boats ; viz. alaunch, a cutter, the yawl, and 
a jolly-boat. The second bad been sent afler the felucca , with a 
streng crew in her; but the three others were employed in dis- 
charging Stores. Raoul perceived at once that the moment was not 
one for half measures , and that large sacriGces must be made to 
save the bull of the vessci. This , and the safety of bis crew , were 
the two great objects he kept before bim. All bis measures were 
directed to that end. The water was started in the lugger's hold by 
staving the casks , and the pumps were set in motion as soon as 
possible. Provisions of all sorts were cast into the sea; for Le 
Feu-Follet bad recently supplied herseif from a prize, and was a 
little deeper than her best trim allowed. Insbort^ everything that 
fould be spared was thrown overboard , barely a sufficiency of food 



382 



and water belog retaiued to last tbe people until they could reacb* 
Corsica » wbither U was tbeir captain's iDteotion to proceed tbe 
moment he got bis yessel afloat. 

Tbe Mediterranean bas no regalar tides, thougb tbe water rises 
and falls materially at irregulär intervals, eitber tbe effect of gales 
or of tbe inflaence of tbe adjaceut seas. Tbis circumstance pre- 
vented tbe calamity of baving gone asbore at bigb-water, wbile it 
also prevented tbe mariners from proßting by any flood. It left 
tbeni as tbey bad bceu placed by tbeaccident itself, mainly de- 
peodent on tbeir owu exertions. 

ündersucbcircumstances, tben^ our bero set about tbe dis- 
cbarge of bis responsible duties. An bour of active toll well 
directed and perseveriogly continued wrougbt a material cbauge. 
Tbe vessel was small , wbile tbe number of bands was relatively 
large. At tbe end of tbe time mentioned , tbe officer cbarged witb 
tbe daty reported tbat tbe bull moved under the power of tbe 
beaving sea, and tbat it migbt soon be expccted to strike witb a 
force to cndanger i(s planks and ribs. Tbis was the sign to ccase 
discbarging, and to complete tbe preparatious tbat bad been ma- 
king for beaving tbe lugger off; it bcing unsafe todelay tbatprocess 
aAer tbe weigbt was sufficiently lessened to allow it. The launcb 
bad carried out an anchor, and was already returning towards the 
rockSy paying out cable as it came in ; but tbe depth of the water 
rendered tbis an anxious Service, since tbere was tbe danger of 
dragging tbe ground-tackle bome, as it istermed, on accountof 
tbe angle at which it lay. 

At tbis moment, witb tbe exception of the difficulty last named^ 
everything seemed propitious. Tbe wind bad gone down entirely» 
the sontberly air baving lasted but a short time , and no other suc- 
ceeding it. Tbe sea was certainly not more disturbed than it bad 
been all tbe morning, which was at its minimum of motion ; wbile 
tbe day promised to be calm and clear. Nothing was in sigbtbut 
thefelucca^ and she was not only in Ithuers possession, butshe 
bad drawn witbin half a mile of tbe rocks, and was sweeping still 
nearer at each instant. In ten minotes she must come alongside. 
Raool bad ascertained tbat tbere was water enongb, where Le 
Feu-FoUetlay» topermitaYessellikebisprize to touch her; and 
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many things lay ondeck, in readiness to be transferred to thU 
tender previonsly to beginning to heave. The rocks, too, were 
irellgarnishedwitheasks, cordage, shot, ballast, and such other 
articles as could be come at — the armament and ammUDition ex- 
cepted. These last oar hero always treated with religious care; 
for, in all he did, there was a latent delermination resolutely to 
defend himself. Bat there were no signs of any such necessity 
oeing likely to occar; and the officers began to flatter themselves 
wUh their ability to get their lugger afloat, and in sailing trim , be- 
fore the usual afternoon's breeze should set in. In waiting , there- 
fore , for the arrival of the felucca , and in Order that the work 
might meet with no Interruption when the inen once began to 
heave , the people were ordered to get their breakfasts. 

This pause in the proceedings gave Raoul an opportunity to 
look abont him , and to reflect. Twenty times did he turn his eyes 
anxiously towards the heights of St. Agata, where there existed 
subjects equally of attraction and apprehension. It is scarcely 
necessary to say that the first was Ghita; while the last arose from 
the fear that some curious eye might recogoise the lugger, and 
report her condition to the enemies known to be lying at Capri, 
only a league or two on the other side of the hüls. But all was 
seemingly tranquil there at that early hour; and, the lugger 
making very little show when her canvass was not spread , there 
was reason to hope that the accident was as yet anseen. The ap- 
proach of the felucca would probably betray it, though the pre- 
caution had been taken to order Ithuel to show no signs of national 
character« 

Raoul Tvard was a Yery different man at this moment of leisure 
and idleness, from what he had been a few hours earlier. Then 
he trod the deck of his little cruiser with some such feellngs as the 
man who exnlts in his strength, and rejoieesin hisyouth. Now 
he feit as all are apt to feel who are rebuked by misfortunes and 
disease Nevertheless , his character had lost none of its high 
chivalry ; and even there , as he sat on the taffrail of the stranded 
Feu-Follet, he meditated carrying some stont Englishman by sur- 
prise and boarding, in the event of his not succeeding in getting 
«ff the lugger. The feloeea ^onld greatlj aid such an eoterprise ; 
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and his crew was strong enongb , as weil as sufficieotly Iraiiud, 
to promise success. 

, Oo snch an expedient eren was he rnminating^ as Ithnel , ia 
obedience to an order giyen through tbe trampet, bronght bis 
prize alongside , and secnred her to ihe lagger. The men who had 
accompanied ihe American were now dismissed to their morning's 
meai, while Raonl invited their leader to share his frugal repast 
where he sat. As ihe Iwo brol£e their fasts , qnestions were put 
and answered , concerning what had oecurred during tbe honr or 
two tbe parties had been separated. Raoul's tale was soon told ; 
bnt tbe other learoed with concern , that tbe crew of tbe felucca 
had taken to their boat , and escaped to the landiog of the Scarica- 
tojo, on finding that the capture of their vessel was inevitable. 
This proved that the character of the wreck was known , and left 
but little hope that their Situation would not be reported to the 
Engiish in the course of the morning. 

CHAPTER XXVII. 

But now lead on ; 
In me is no delay: with thee to go, 
Is to 8tay bere; with thee here to stay, 
Is to go hence unwiiling: tbou to me 
Art all things under heav'n, all places thou. 

MiLTOK. 

Tue inteliigence communicated by Ithnel essentially altored 
Raoul's Views of his actual Situation. An active man might go 
from the marinella at the foot of tbe Searicatojo, or the place 
where the crew of the felucca had landed , to the Marina Grande of 
Sorrento in an hour. At the lattor beach boats were always to be 
found: and two hours more would carry the messenger , by water, 
to the ships off Capri, eyen in a calm. The first of these impor- 
tant hours had now elapsed some time ; and he could not doubt 
that vigorous arms were already employed in pulling across the 
few leagnes of water that separatod the Island from the shores of 
Sorrento. The day was calm, It is true, and it would be impos- 
sible to mo?e tbe ships; bot two frigatos and a beavy sloop-of-war 
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might send such a force against htm tn boats , as, in his present 
sitaatioQ , wauld render resistance next to hopeless. 

Raoul ceased caliog, and, standtng on the taffrail, he cast 
aniious looks around him. His stiurdy followers, Ignorant of all 
the dangers by vhich they verc environed , wäre consuming theiT 
morning's meal with the cbaracteristic indifference to danger that 
marks the ordtnary conduGt of seatnen. Even Ilhnel , usually sa 
sensitive on the subject ofEnglish power, andwho hadreallyso 
much to apprehend, shoaid he agaio fall into the hands of the 
Proserpines , was masticatiog bis food with the keen relish of a 
man who had been hard at work the whole morning. All appeared 
noconscionsoftheir critieal condition; and toRaonl itseemedas 
if the entire responsibility rested on bis own Shoulders. Fortu- 
nalely, he was not a man to shrink from bis present duties ; and 
he occupicd the only leisure moment that wonld be likely to offer 
that day, in deliberating on bis resonrces and in maturing bis 
plans. 

The armament still remained in thelngger, bntitwas doubt- 
ful if she would float without remo^ring it; and, admitting thls ne- 
cessity, the question arose of wbat was to be done with it, in order 
to render it available In the event of an attack. Two , or even four 
of the light gans might be worked on the deeks of the felncca ; and 
here he determined they should be immediately plaeed, with a 
proper supply of eartridges and shot. Twenty men thrown into 
that light craft, which Ithnel reported as sailing and sweeping well, 
might prove of the last importanee, Then , one of the Islets had a 
min on it , of wbat was believed to be ao aneient temple. It is 
truc these mins were insignificant, and scarcely visible at any 
distance; bot, on a dose examination , andbynsingsonieofthe 
displaced stones with indgmeat, it was possible to entrench a 
party behind them , and make a stont resistance against light mis- 
siles , or snch as boats wonld most probably ose. Raonl got into 
the yawl, and scnlled bimself to this spot, examlnlng the ca- 
pabilities with care and judgraeat. After this, his modeof pro- 
cecding was matnred to Üs own sslisfaction« 

The usnal time had been consumed, and the hands were 
**tiimed to;" each officer receiving the Orders necessary for tb^ 
Jh€^achO*Lantern, ^5 
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discharge of the duty confided to his particular superinteDdenee«' 
As Ithuel had captared the felucca , Raoul feit it rigbt to intrast 
him vith the commaod of the prize. He was directed to take on 
board the armameot and ammuDition necessary for a defence , to 
mouDt the guDS io the best manner he could , and to make all the 
other fightiDg preparations ; vhile another gang Struck into the 
felacca's hold such artlcles from the lugger as it was desirable 
to save. 

Another party , under the first-lieutenant, landed the remain- 
der of the light carronades, pieces of twelve pounds only, with 
the proper Stores, and commenced the arrangements to place them 
in battery among the ruins. A small snpply of food and water 
was also transferred to this islet. 

While these dispositions were in progress, Raoul himself, 
assisted by his sailing-master, prepared to heave the lugger off 
the rocks. To this, at present the most important duty, our 
hero gave his personal inspection ; for it required skill , judgment, 
and caution. The physical force of the crew was reserved to aid 
in the attempt. At length everything was ready, and the instant 
had arrived when the momentous trial was to be made. The 
lugger had now been ashore füll four hours, and the sun had been 
up quite three. By this time Raoul calcutated that the English at 
Capri knew of his misfortune, and little leisure remained in which 
to do a vast deal of work. The hands were all summoned to the 
bars, therefore, and the toil of heaving commenced. 

As soon as the cable got the strain , Raoul feit satisßed that the 
anchor would hold. Fortunately, a fluke had taken arock, a 
circumstance that could be known only by the result; but, so 
long as the iron held together, there was no danger ofthat material 
agenfs failing them. The last part of the process of lightening 
was now performed as rapidly as possible , and then came the 
triai-heave at the bars. Every effort was fruitless , however , inch 
being gained after inch , until it seemed as if the hemp of the cable 
were extending its minutest ßbres without the hull's moving any 
more than the rocks on which it lay. Even the boys were called to 
the bars; but the united force of all hands, the oflScers included, 
produced no change. There was an instant when Raoul fancied 
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his best course would be to set Are to tbe bnlk , get on board tbe 
felucca , and t weep off to tbe southward , in (ime to ayoid tbe ex* 
pected Visit from tbe Englisb. He even calied bis officers t<^tber, 
and laid tbe propositioo before tbem. Bat tbe project was too 
feebly urged, and it met wilb too littie response in tbe breasts of 
bis auditors to be successful. Tbe idea of abandoning tbat beauti- 
ful and fauitless littie craft, was too painful, wbile tberemotest 
bope of preserving it remained. 

Kaoul bad measured bis bours witb tbe accuracy of a prudeot 
geoeral. It was now almost time for tbe Englisb boats to appear^ 
and be began to bope tbat tbeNeapoÜtans bad made tbe great mis- 
take of sending tbeir information to tbe fleet off Naples, ratber 
tban carrying it to tbe sbips at Capri. Sbould it prove so , be bad 
still tbe day before bim , and migbt retire ander cover of tbe nigbt. 
Atall events, tbe lagger coald not beabandoned without an enemy 
in slgbt, and tbe people were again calied to tbe bars for a re- 
newed effort. As water migbt be obtaioed at a bandred points on 
tbe coast, and tbe distance to Corsica was so small, tbe last gal- 
lon bad been started and pnmped oat daring the recent pause. 

Our bero feit tbat tbis was tbe final effort. Tbe bold of Le 
Fea-Follet was literally empty , and all ber spare spars were float- 
ing among tbe rocks. If she coald not be started now , be did 
not possess tbe means to get ber off. The ancbor beld ; tbe cable, 
tbongb stretcbed to tbe atmost, stood , and eyery creatare bot 
bimself was at the bars. The ground-swell bad been lessening all 
tbe moming, and littie aid was now to be bad from tberisingof 
the water. Still tbat littie mast be obtained ; withoat it, tbe task 
seemed bopeless. 

''Get ready, men/' cried Raoal, as be paced tbe taffrail; 
<<and beave at tbe word. We will wait for a swell, tben strain 
every nerve tili sometbing part. P<u encore, met er{fans — pas 
eneare! Stand by! — Yonder comes a feilow wbo will üft as — 
beave a strain — beave harder — beave, body and sonl l — beave, 
alltogfltherr' 

l%e men obeyed. First tbey bove a gentle strain; tben tbe 
effort was increased; and, obedient to tbe order, jast as the 
groond-swell roUed ander tbe logger's bottom, tbey threw out 
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their utmost streogth , and the hall started for the Grst time« Ulis 
was enconraging, thongh the movement did not exceed six inches. 
It was a decided movement^ and was made in the rigfat dfrection« 
This snccess nerved the people to an increased eflfort. It was pro- 
bable that, at the next strain , they would throw a tenth more Im- 
petus into their mascles. Of all this Raoal was aware, and he 
determined not to let the feellng flag. 

**Encore^ mes er{fansl** said he. '*Heave, and getready! 
Be watchfal — now 's your time! Heave, and rip the planlcs off 
the lugger's bottom — heave, men, heave!" 

This time the effort answered to the emergency; the swell 
roUedin, the men threw out their strength, a surge was feit, it 
was followed up by a strain , and Le Feu-Follet shot off her bed 
into deep water, roUing, for want of ballast, nearly to her harn- 
roock-cloths. She soon lay directly ovcr her aochor. 

Here was success ! triiimpbant suecess ! and that at a momeot 
when the most sanguine had begun to despair. The men embraced 
each other , showing a hundred manifestations of extravagant joy. 
The tears came to Raoufs eyes : bat he had no opportanily of con- 
cealing them, every officer he had pressing around him to exchange 
feltcitations. The scene was one of happy disorder. It had lasted 
two or three minntes , when Ithuel , always cdd and calculating, 
edged bis way throogh the throng to bis eommander's side, and 
pointed sigoificantly in the direction of Campanella. Thcre , in- 
deed , was visible a division of the expected boats. It was pulling 
towards them , baving that moment doobled the cape ! 

Ithuers gesture was too signißcant to escape attention, and 
every eye followed its direction. The sight was of a nature not to 
be mistaken. It at once changed the current of feeling in all who 
beheld it. There was no longer a doubt eonceming the manner 
in which the news of the accident had travelled, or of its effect on 
the Eoglish at Capri. In poiot of fact, the padrone of the captured 
felucca, with a sole eye to the recovery of bis vessel^ had ascended 
the Scaricatojo, after landing at the marinella at fts foot, fast 
as legs could carry him; had rather ran tfaan glided along the 
parrow lanes of the piano and the bill-side to the beaeh oC Sof* 
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rento; haddirovnfaimselfiDtoaboat, mannedbyfiMirlastySor' 
rentioe watermen — and Enrope does not cootain lustier or 
bolder ; had gone od board the Terpsichore , and laid bis case be- 
fore Sir Frederick Dashwood , ignorant of thc person of the real 
commanding officer among the three ships. The young baronet, 
thoughneitheryerywise, nor very mucli cxperienced in his pro« 
fession, was exceedingly well disposed to seek distinction. It 
immediately occarred to his mind that the present was a fitting op« 
portonity to gain laarels. He was second in rank present; and, 
in Tirtae ofthat Claims he fancied that the first could do no more 
than send bim in command of the expedition, which he rightly 
foresaw Cnffe wonid order against the French. But there arose a 
difficulty. As soon as Sir Fredtrick reported the natnre of the in~ 
telligence he had received to his senior captain , and his own wish 
to be employed on the oecasion , the rights of Winchester inter- 
posed to reise a qnestion. Cuffe was prompt enougb in issning an 
Order for each ship to man and arm two boats, making six in all, 
and in giving the neeessary details; but he lost some precious 
time in deciding as to who was to command. This was the cause 
of delay, and had giyen rise to certain hopes in Raoul, which 
facts were subsequently to destroy. In the end Sir Frederick pre- 
vaiied, his rank giving bim a decided adyantage; and the diyision 
of boats now approaching was under his Orders. 

Raoul saw he had rather more than an hour to spare. To fight 
the felucca , unsupported , agaiost so many enemies , and that in 
a calm, was quite out of the question. That small, low craft 
might destroy a few of her assailants ; but she would inevitably be 
carried at the first onset. There was not time to get the bailast 
and other equipments into the iugger , so as to render her capable 
of a proper resistance ; nor did even she oflcr the same advantages 
for a defence, unless in quick rootion, as the ruins. It was de- 
termined, tberefore, to make the best disposition of the two ves- 
sels thateircamstanees woold allow, wbOe the main dependence 
should be placed on the solid defences of slone. With this end, 
Ithuel was direeted to haul his felucca to a proper berth ; the first^ 
lieutenant was ordered to get as much on board Le Feu-FoIIet as 
possible, in readiness to profit by eTents; while Raoul bimself, 
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selecüng thirty of his best men , commenced preparing the gnns 
OD the rocks for active Service. 

A. Single half-hoar wroiight a material change in the State of 
things. Ithuel had succeeded in hauling the fclucca into a berth 
among tbe islets , wbere she could not easily be approacbed by 
boats , and where her carronades might bc rendered exceedingly 
useful. Much of the baliast was again on board the lugger, and 
a few of her Stores , sulficient to render her tolerabiy stiff , in the 
event of a breeze springing up ; and Raoui had directed the two in- 
side guns of the felucca to be sent on board her and mounted , that 
she might assist in the defence vith a flanking fire. The great dif-* 
ficnlty which eiists in managing a force at anchor , is the opportu- 
nity which is given the assaiiant of choosing his point of attack, 
and, by briuging several of the vessels in a line, cause them to 
intercept each otber's fire. In order to prevent this as much as in 
his power, Raoul placed his two floating batteries out of line, 
though it was impossible to make such a disposition of them as 
would not leave each exposed on one point of attack in a degree 
grealer than any other. Nevertheless, the arrangement was so 
made, that either a vessei or the ruins might aid each crafl respeo- 
tively against the assault on her weakest point. 

When his own guns were ready , and the two vessels moored, 
Raoul visited both the lugger and felucca to inspect their prepara- 
tions , and to say a cheerful word to their men. He found most 
things to his mind; where they were not, he ordered changes to 
be made. With the lieutenant his conversation was brief, for that 
officer was one who possessed much experience in this very sort of 
warfare , and could be relied on. With Ithuel he was more com* 
municative; not that he distrusted the Citizen of the Granite State^ 
but that he knew him to be a man of unusual resources, could tho 
proper spirit bc aroused within him. 

^'Bien, Etooelle," said he, when the inspection was ended« 
much will depend on the use you make of these two guns." 
I know that as well as you do yourself , Captain Rule " an- 
swered the other, bitiog off at least two inches from half a yard of 
pigtail ; ** and , what 's more, I know that I fight with a rope round 
m^ neck. The spiteful devils will hardly overlook all that 's passed^ 
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and thoogh it will be dead agfn' all law, they 'II woik oattheir 
ecnds od us both , if ve don't vork out onr ccnds on them. To 
my mind, the last will be the most agreeable, as well as the most 
just." 

** Bon ! — do not throw away your sbot, Etooelle.*' 

«'l! — vhy, Captain Rule, I 'm nat'rally economical. That 
would be wasteful, and waste I set down for a sin. Tbe only place 
1 calculate on throwing the shot is into the face and eyesof the 
English. For my part, I wish Nelson himself was in one of them 
boats — I wish the man no barm; but I do wish he was in one of 
them very boats/* 

*'And, Etooelle, I do not. It is bad enough as itis, erUre 
notu; and Nelson is yery welcome to stay on board hisFoudroyant; 
voiläl — The enemy is in Council; we shall soon hear from them. 
Adieu, man ami! — remember our two RSpubliquesI" 

Raoul squeezed Ithuel's band, and entered his boat. The 
dt&tance to the min was trifling, but it was necessary to make a 
small Circuit in order to reach it. WhUe doing this , the young 
mariner discoTered a boat puUing from the direction of the mari- 
nella at the foot of the Scaricatojo, which had got so near, nnseen, 
as, atfirst, to startle bim by its proximity. Asecondlook, how- 
e?er, satisfied bim that no cause of apprehension existed in that 
quarter. His eye could not be deceived. The boat contained 
Ghita and her nncle ; the latter rowing, and the former seated in 
the Stern, with herheadbowedtoherknees, apparently in tears. 
Raoul was alone, sculling the ligbt yawl with a Single band, and 
he exerted himself to meet these unexpected and , in the circum- 
stances, uowelcome visitors, as far as possible from therocks. 
Presently the two boats lay aide by side. 

**What means this, Ghita?" exclaimed the young man ; '*do 
you not See the English yonder , at this moment making their pre- 
parations to attack us? In a few minutes we shall be in the midst 
of a battle, and thon here ! " 

'*l8ee it all now, Raoul,*' was theanswer, ^^thongbwedid 
not on cpiitting the shore; but we would not tum back, having 
once come upon the Bay. I was the Grst in St. Agata to discover 
the evil which had befallen thee; from that moment I haTeneyei- 



302 



eeased (o enUreat my nnele, antä he has consented to come hl«» 
Iber." 

«With what motive, Ghitat" asked Raoal, with sparkling 
ejes: "at length thou relentest — wilt become my wife! In my 
adversity tbou rememberest thou art a woman ! " 

**Not exaetly that, dear Raoul; bat I cannot desert thee al^ 
together in Ibis strait. The same objection exists now, I fear, 
that has ever existed to onr union ; but that is no reason I sboald 
not aid thee. We have many friends along the heights here » who 
will consent to conceal thee ; and I have come to carry thee and the 
American to the shore , until an opportunity offer to get thee to 
thine own France." 

**What! desert ees braves ^ Gbita, at a moment like this ! — 
Not to possess thy band, dearest giri, conld I begailty ofanact 
so base." 

'* Thy Situation is not theirs. The eondemnation to death hangs 
over thee, Raoul; shooldst thou again fall into English hands, 
there will be no mercy for thee." 

**Asse%; this is no moment for argnment. The English are in 
motion , and there is barely time for thee to get to a safe distance 
before they begin to fire. Heaven biess thee , Ghita ! This care of 
thine draws my heart to thee closer than ever; but we mnstnow 
separate. Signor Giuntotardi , pull more towards Amalß. I see 
that the English mean to attack us from the side of the land — pull 
more towards Amalfi." 

'*Thou teilest us this in vain, Raoul/' Ghita quietly, but 
iirmly answered. **We have not come here on an unmeaoing 
errand; if thou refusest to go with us, we will remain with thee. 
These prayers, whieb thou sodespisest, may not prove useless." 

** Ghita! this can never be. We are without cover — almost 
without defenees — our vessd is unfit to receive thee, and this 
affair will be tery different from that off Elba. Thou wouldst not 
willingly distract my mind with care for thee at such a moment! " 

*' We will remain , Raoul. There may come a moment when 
thou wilt be glad to have the prayers of believers. God leadeth us 
hither, either to take thee away^ or to remain, and lock to thy 
etenul welfare, amid tbe din of war." 
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Raoul gazed at the beautifui enthusiast with an intensity of love 
and admiration , which even her trathful simplicitj bad never he- 
fore eicited. Her mild eyes were kindling witb boly ardour, ber 
cheeks were flnsbed , aod soroetbing like tbe radiance of heayen 
seemed to beam npon her countenaoce. The young man feil ihat 
time pressed ; he saw no bope of covercoming ber resolotion , in 
season to escape tbe approacbing boats ; and it migbt be, that tbe 
two would be safer in some nook of tbe niins than in attempting to 
retum to the shore. Then, that never-dying, bnt latent wishto 
have Gbita witb bim, aided bis hasty reasoning, andbedecided 
to permit tbe girl and ber nnele to eome upon the islet which be 
was to defend in person. 

Some signs of impatience bad begun to manifest tbemselves 
among bis people , before Raonl made up bis mind to tbe course 
be would follow. Bat, when be landed , supporting Gbita, that 
chivalry of character and homage to tbe sex, which distinguisbes 
tbe Southern Frenchraan , changed tbe current of feeling, and 
their two acquaintances were received witb acclamation. Tbe acts 
of self-devotion seemed beroic, and that is always enougb to draw 
applause among a people so keenly alire to glory. Still the time 
(0 make tbe necessary dispositions was Short. Fortunately the 
surgeon bad taken bis post on tbis islet, as tbe probable scene of 
the wärmest conflict, and be bad contrived to make bis prepara- 
tions to receive tbe hurt in a cavity of the rock , behind a portion 
of the ruin , wbere tbe person would be reasonably safe. Raoal 
saw the advantages of tbis position, and be led Gbita and ber nncle 
to it, without pansing to deliberate. Here he tenderly embraeed 
the girl , a liberty Gbita could notrepel at such a moment; then be 
tore bimself away , to attend to duties which bad now become ur« 
gentty pressing. 

In point of fact, Sir Frederick Dashwood bad made bis dispo- 
sitions, and was advaneing to the assault, being aiready witbin 
the ränge of grape. For the obyious reason of prerenting the 
French from attempting to escape to the shore, he ebote to ap- 
proach from that side bimself, an arrangement that best suited 
Raoul; wbo, foreseeing tbe probability of the course , bad made 
bis owD preparations with an eye to such an erent« 
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Of boaU, there were efght in sight, thoügh only seven were 
drawiog near, and were in lioe. Six had slroog crews, vere. 
armed, and vere evidently filtcd for action. Oflhese, threehad 
light boat-guns in their bows , vhile the other three carried small-« 
arms-men only. The seventh boat was the Terpsichore's gig, 
with its usual crew armed ; though it was used by the commanding 
oflicer himself as a sort of cheval de batailley in the stricter 
meaning of the term. In other words , Sir Frederick Dashwood 
pulled through the line in it , to give bis Orders and enconrage bis 
peopie. The elghth boat, which kept aloof , quite out of the ränge 
of grap^, was a shore-craft belonging to Capri, in which Andrea 
Barrofaldi andVitoTiti had come , exprcssly to witness the capture 
or destruction of their old enemy. When Raoul was taken in the 
Bay of Naples , these two worthies fancied that their mission was 
ended; that they might retum with credit to Porto Ferrajo, and 
again hold up their heads with dignity and self-complacency 
amongthefunctionariesof theisland. Bottherecentescape, and 
the manner in which they had been connected with it, entirely 
altered the State of things. A new load of responsibility rested on 
their Shoulders; fresh opprobrium was to be met and puidown; 
and the last acquisition of ridicale promised to throw the first 
proofs of their simplicity and dullness entirely into the shade. 
Had not Griffin and bis associates been implicated in the affair , it 
is probable the vice-governatore and the podestä would have been 
still more obnoxioas to censure; bat, as things were, the sly looks, 
open jests, and oblique innuendoes of all they met in the ship, had 
determined the honest magistrates to retire to their proper pursuits 
on terra firma at the earliest occasion. In the mean time, to e»- 
cape persecution , and to obtain a modicum of the glory that was 
now to be eamed, they had hired a boat, and accoropanied the 
expedition in the character of amateurs. It formed no part of their 
plan, howeyer^ to share in the combat ; a view of its incidents being 
quite as mach — as Yito Yiti strongly maintained, when his friend 
made a Suggestion to the contrary — as was necessary to vindicate 
their conduct and courage in the judgment of every Elban. 

**Cospetto!*' he exclaimed , in the warmth of Opposition; 
'^Signor Andrea, your propositions are more in the spirit of aa 
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DDreflecting boy than in th&t of a discreet vice-go?eraatore. If ve 
take swords and muskets in the boat , as you appear to wish , the 
devil may tempt ns to use them ; and what does either of us know 
of such tbings? The pen is a more befitting weapon for a ma- 
gistrate than a keen-edged sivord , or a foul-smeUing piece of fire- 
arms. I am amazed that your native sensibilities do not teach you 
this* There is an indecency in men's mistaking their duties ; and, 
of all things on earth , Heaven protect me from failing into such an 
error ! A falsa position is despicable." 

"Tbou art warm, friend Yito, and that vithout occasion: 
for my part, I thiok men should be prepared for any emergency 
that may happen. Uistory is füll of examples in which civilians 
and scholars, ay, even churchmen, have distinguished them- 
selves by feats of arms on proper occasions; and I confess to a 
philosophical curiosity to ascertain the sensations with which men 
seek and expose life." 

** That 's your besetting weakness, Signor Andrea, and the 
emergency drives me so far to lose sight of the respect that a 
podestä owes to a vice-goyernatore, as to feel constrained to teil 
you as much. Philosophy plays the very devil with your judgment; 
with about half of what you possess, the Grand Duke couldn't 
boast of a more sensible subject. As for history , I don't believe 
anything that 's in it, — more especially since the nations ofthe 
north have begun to write it. Italy once had histories ; but where 
are they now? For my part, I never heard of a man's fighting who 
was not regularly bred to arms , unless it might be some fellow 
who had reason to wish he had never been born." 

'*I can name you several men of letters in particular, whose 
fame as soldiers is only eclipsed by that earned by their more 
peaceful labours, honest Tito — Michael Angelo Buonarotti , for 
instance, tosaynothiogofvarious warlikepopes, cardinals, and 
bishops. But we can discuss this matter after the battle is over. 
Thou seest the English are already quitting their ships, and we 
shall be in the rear of the combatants." 

"So much the better, Corpo di Bacco ! who ever heard of an 
army that carries its brains in its head , like a human being? No, 
DO, Signor Andrea ; I have provided myself with a string of bead?, 
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%hich I intend to connt orer wfth aves and paters wbile (he firin^ 
lasts, likcagoodCathoIic; ifyonaresohot, and bent on making 
one in this battle, yoa may proclafm in a lood Tofce one of the 
Speeches of the ancieot consab and generals , snch as yoa will find 
t Üem in any of the old books." 

Tito Yiti prevailed. The vice-governatore was obliged to leaTe 
the arms behind him, and this too without making any great 
difference in the result of the day's fighting; inasmuch as the 
boatmen employed, in addition to asking a triple price for their 
time and labonr, obstinateiy refused to go nearer to the French 
than half a league. Distant as this was , howeyer, RaonI, vhile 
reconnoitring the enemy vith a glass , detected the presence of the 
twoElbans. He laughed outright at thediscoYery, notwithstanding 
the many serious reflections that naturally pressed npon his mind 
at soch a moment. 

Bnt this was not the time to Indulge in memment, and the 
countenance of our hero almost immediately resumed its look of 
care. Now that he feit certain of the manner in which the Eoglish 
intended to assail him , he had new ordere to give to all his suh- 
ordinates. As has been said, the principal point was to make the 
different guns snpport each other: in order to do this effectnally, 
it became necessary to spring the lugger's broadside round more 
obllquely towards the felucca; which accomplished, Raonl deemed 
his arrangements complete. 

Then followed the pause which ordlnarily prevails between 
preparation and the battle. This» in a vessel , is always a period 
of profound and solemn stillness. So important to concert, order, 
and intelligent obedience, in the narrow compass and amid the 
active eYolutions of a ship , does silence become at such moments» 
that one of the firet dnties of discipline is to incnlcate its absolute 
necessity; and a thousand men shall be seen Standing in their 
batteries, ready to senre the fieroe engines of war^ without a sound 
arising among them all , of snfficient force to still the washing of 
the gentlest waves. It is trae, the French were not now strictiy 
arrayed for a naval aclion ; but they carried into the present eonflict 
the habits and discipline of the peculiar brauch of senrfce to which 
they belonged. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

His back against a rock he bore, 
And firmly placed bis fool before: 
*^Gome one, come all! this rock shall fly 
From its firm base as soon as 1 1 *' 

Lady of tht Lake. 

OuR battle will be told with greater clearness if the reader is 
fumished with an outline of its order. As bas been more than 
once intimated already , Sir Frederick Dashwood had niade all bis 
preparalions to commence tbe assault from the side of the land^ 
the object being to prevent a retreat to the shore. Raoul had fore- 
Seen tbe probabllity of this, and, with a special view to prevent 
the two vessels from being easily boarded , he had causcd both to 
be placed in such positions as left low barriers of rocks between 
them and that quarter of the bay. These rocks were portions that 
were not visible at any distance, being just awash, as it is termed, 
or on a level with the surface of the water; offering the same sort 
of protection against an attack in boats which ditches afford in 
cases of assaults on terra ftrma. This was a material advantage 
to the expected defence , and our hero showed bis discrimination 
in adopting it. On board the felucca, which was named The Holy 
Michael, was Ithuel with fifteen men, and two twelve-pound 
carronades , with a proper supply of small arms and ammunition. 
Tbe Granite-man was the only officer, though he had with bim 
three or fonr of the lugger's best men. 

Le Feu-Follet was confided to the care of Jules Pintard , her 
(irst-lieutenant, who had under his immediate Orders somefive- 
and-twenty of tbe erew, to work four more of the carronades* Tbe 
lugger had a pari only of her ballast in , and something like a third 
of her Stores. Tbe remainder of both sÜll lay on the adjacent rocks, 
in waiting for the resolt of the day. She was thought, however, 
to be suificiently steady for any serviee that might be expected of 
her while moored, and miglu even have carried wbole sali, in light 
windSy With perfect safety. All four of her guns were brought over 
on one side , in readiness to nse in battery in the same direction. 
P; tbis arrangement tbe French essentially increased thelr mean^ 
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of defence, bringiDg all their artUlerjlDto use at the same time ; 
an expedient which could not bare been adopted bad tbey beea 
fought in broadside« 

Raoal had planted among the niins the remaining four guns« 
With the aid of a few planks , the breechings , tackles, and other 
appliaaccs of a vessel, Ibis had been easily effected; and, on 
reviewing bis work, he had great conGdence in the permanency of 
bis pieces. The ruins themselves were no great matter; at a little 
distance they were scarcely perceptible; though, aided by th« 
formation of the natural rock , and by removing some of the stones 
to more favourable positions, they answered the pnrpose of the 
seamen sufficiently well. The carronades were placed en-barbette ; 
but a falling of the surface of the rock enabled the men to cover 
even their heads , by stepping back a few feet. The danger would 
bc mnch the greatcst to those whose duty it would be to reload. 

Thesurgeon, Carlo Ginntotardi, andGhita, were established 
in a cavity of the rocks , perfectly protected against missiles , so 
long as the enemy continued on the side next the iand , and yet 
within fifty feet of the battery. Here the former made the usuai 
bloody-lookingy if not bloody-minded , preparations for applying 
tourniquets and for amputating, all nnheeded, however, by bis 
two companions, both of whom were lost to the scene anmnd them 
in devout prayer. 

Just as these several dispositions were completed, Ithuel, who 
ever kept an eye to windward, called ont to Raoul , andinquired 
if it might not be well to mn the yards np to the mast-heads , as 
they wonld be more out of the way in their place aloft than littering 
the decks. Tbere was no possible objection to the measore, it 
being a dead calm ; and both the lugger and the felucca swayed 
their yards into their places, the sails being bent, and hanging 
in the brails. This is the ordinary State of crafit of the latter rig, 
thongfa not always that of luggers ; and the Granite-man , mfaidful 
that bis own gear was down, in conseqnenceof having been Iowered 
by her former owners previously to the capture, bethonght hfan of 
the expediency of getting everything ready for a mn. He wished 
the lugger to be in an eqnal State of preparation, it being plaia 
enough that two to be pursued wonld embarrass the English , ia « 
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chase , twice as omch as one. Tbis was the rcason of his sugges-« 
tion ; and he feit happier for seeing it attended to. 

Od iho otber side, all preliminarydifficalties bad been disposed 
of. Captain Sir Frederick Dasbwood was in command, and 
Lieutenants Wincbester and Griffin , after a few open protesta- 
tions, certain grimaces, and diyers secret carses , were fain to 
isubmit. The discussion, however, bad produced one result, not 
altogether unfavourable to the Proserpines. Cuffe sent four of 
her boats against the enemy; while he restricted the Terpsichore 
to two, inclading her gig, and the Ringdove to two. Eaeh ship sent 
her launch , as a matter of course, with a twelve-pound boat-gua 
on its grating. Griffin was in that of the Proserpine ; Mr. Stothard, 
the second of the other frigate, was in the Terpsichore's; and 
M^Bean, asofright, commandedthoseof the Ringdove. Griffin 
was in the first cutter of his own ship , and Clinch bad Charge of 
the second. The tbird was headed by Strand , whose call was to 
have precedence on the occasion. The other boats bad snbordi- 
nales from their respective ships. All were in good heart ; and, 
while all expected a severe stmggle for her, knowing the desperate 
character of their enemy , every man in the boats feit conGdent 
that the lugger was Gnally to fall into British bands : s^ll , a grave 
consideration of the possible consequences to the actors mingled 
with the exultation of the more reflecting men among the assailants. 

Sir Frederick Dasbwood , who ought to have feit the moral re- 
sponsibilityof his command, of all the higher officers present, was 
the most indifferent to consequences. Constitutionally brave, 
personal considerations bad little influence on bim; habitnally 
confident of Englisb prowess, he expected victory and credit asa 
matter of course; and, favoured by birth, fortune, and parlia- 
mentary interest , he gave himself no tronble as to the possibility 
of a failure, certain (though not avowing that certainty even to bim« 
seif) that any little mishap would bc covered by the broad mantlo 
of the accident , that had so early ralsed bim to the rank he held. 

In making his dispositions for the figbt, however, Sir Frederick 
had not disdained the counsels of men older and more expcrienced 
t.han himself. Cuffe had given bim much good advice before they 
^arted, and Winchester and Strand had been particnlarly recom<« 
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mended to him as seameo whose suggestions migbt turn out to ba 
Qseful. 

*'I sead a master^s^mate, named Clinch , in Charge of one of 
ourboatSy too, Dashwood," added the senior captaiu, aabacoa« 
duded his remarks ; ** who is one of the most experienced aeamea 
io the Proaerpine. He haa seen mach boat-aervice, aod has al- 
ways behaved himself well. A vile practica of drinking has kept 
the poor fellow under ; bat he is Dow.detemiined to make an effort» 
aod I heg yon will put him forward to-day, that he may haye a 
Chance. Jack Clinch has the right sort of stuff in him , if oppor- 
tuDites offer to bring it out." 

**I fiatter myself, Cuffe, that all hands will meetwith opportunity 
enough /' answered Sir Frederick in his drawling way ; *'for I in- 
teod to put 'em all in together, like a thorongh pack coming in at 
the death. I *ye seen Lord Echo's harriers so close at the end of a 
long chase , that you might have covered the whole with this ship's 
main course; and I intend it shall be so with onr boats to-day. 
By the way, Cuffe, that would be a pretty fignre for a despatch, 
aod would make Bront^ smile — ha ! — woaldn't it?" 

"D— nthefigure, the harriers, and the despatch« too, Dash- 
wood ; first win the day , before yon begin to write poetry about it. 
Bront^, as you call Nelson, has lightning in him as well as thunder ; 
and there isn't an admiral in the senriee who cares less for blood 
and private rank than himself. The way to make him smile, is to 
do a thing neatly and well. ForGod*s sake, now, becarefuief 
themen; we are short-handed , asitis, and can't afford snch an-* 
other scrape as that off Porto Ferrajo." 

^^NeverfearforoSy Cuffe; yoa '11 never miss the men I shall 
expend." 

Every captain had a word to say to his officers ; bot none other 
worth recording, with the exception of what passed between Lyon 
and his firsMieutenant. 

**Ye'llFeiiieiitber, Airchy, that a abip can havea repatatlon 
for economy, as well as a man. There 's several of oiir ewn 
eoontrymen about the Admiralty just now; and, next to conrage 
and enterprise , they ?iew the expenditares with the keenest eyes. 
l 'f e known an admiral reach a red ribbon jast on Ciiat Wö qaality \. 
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h!s accounts showlog cheaper ships and cheaper squadrons fhan 
any in the sairrice. Ye 'Jl all do yoar daties, for the honoar 
o' Scotland ; but there 's six or seven Leith and Glasgow lads in the 
boats, vhom itmaybeas well not to let marderthemselves, out 
of a' need. I 've put the whole of the last draft from the river 
guard-ship lato the boats , and with them there 's no great oc- 
casion to be tender. They 're the sweepings of the Thames and 
Wapping; and füll half of them would have been at Botany Bay 
before this bad they not been sent here." 

**Does the law about being in sight apply to the boats » orto 
the ships, theday, CaptainLyon?" 

**To the boats, man! or who the de'il do you think would 
sairve in them! It 's a pitiful affatr altogether, as it has tumed 
out ; the honour being little more than the proßt , I opine ; and yet 
't will never do to let old Scotia lag astairn in a hand-to-hand 
battle. Ye '11 remember, we have a name for Coming to the clay- 
more ; and so do yer best, every mither's son o' ye." 

M*Bean grunted an assent, and went about bis work as me- 
thodically as if it were a sum in algebra. The second-lientenant of 
the Terpsichore was a young Irishman, with a sweet musical voice; 
and as the boats left the ships he was with difficulty kept in the 
line, strainingto movea-head^ with bis face on a grin, and bis 
cheers stimulating the men to undue or nnreasonable efforts. 
Such is an outline of the English materials on this occasion ; both 
parties being now ready for the struggle. If we add, thatitwas 
already past two, and that all hands began to feel some anxiety on 
the score of the wind, which might soon be expected, the pre- 
liminary picture is sufficiently sketched. 

Sir Frederick Dashwood had formed bis line about a mile within 
the rocks, with one launch in the centre, and one on each ex- 
tremity. That in the centre was commanded by O'Leary , bis own 
second-lieutenant; that on the left of bis forceby M*Bean, and 
the one on ita right by Winchester. O'Leary was flanked by Grif« 
fin and Clinch, in the Proserpine's cutters; while the intervals 
were filled by the remainiog boats. The captain kept moving about 
in bis own gig, giving bis directions, somewhat confusedly beyond 
a question , yet with a cheerfulness and indifference of air whicb 
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ftided in keeping alive the general gaietS de aeur, Wben all wa^ 
ready , he gave the signal to advance , pulling for the first half-mile 
chivalrously in advance of the line vith his own gig. 

Raoul had noted the smallest movement of the enemy vith a 
glass, and with grave attention. Nothing escaped his jealoas 
vatchfalness; and he saw that Sir Frederick had made a capital 
error in the outset. Had he strengthened his centre , by pnttiog 
all his carronades in the same battery , as it might be , the chances 
for success would have been doubied ; but , by dividing them , he 
so far weakened their eflect as to render it certain no one of the 
three French batteries could be wholly crippied by their fire. This, 
of course, left the difficnlt task tothe English of pushing np to 
their hand-to~hand work under the embarrassment of receiving 
constant discharges of grape and canister. 

The few minotes that intervened between the order to advance, 
and the moment when the boats got wilhin a quarter of a mile of 
the rock, were passed lo a profound quiet, neither side making 
anynoise^ though Raoul had no small difficulty in restraining the 
constitutional impatience of his own men to begin. 4 boat pre- 
sents so small an object, however , to artillerists so Httle skilled as 
seamen generaily are, who depend more on general calculations 
than on the direct or scientific aim , the latter being usoally de- 
feated by the rootion of their vessels , that he was unwilling to 
throw away even his canister. A Frcnchman himself, however, 
he could refrain no longer; and he pointed a carronade, firing'it 
with his own band. This was the commencement of the strife. 
All the other guns in the ruin followed , and the lugger kept time, 
as it might be by note. The English rose , gave three cheers, and 
each lauoch discharged her gun. At the same instant the two men 
who held the matches in the felucca applied them briskly to the 
vents of their respective pieces: to their sarprise, neither ex- 
ploded , and on examination it was discovered that the priming had 
vanished. To own the truth , he of the Granite State had slily 
brushed his band over the guns, and robbed them of this great es- 
sential of their force. He held the priming-horns in his own hands, 
and resolutely refused to allow them to pass into those of any otiier 
person« 
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It was fortuDate Itbael was known to be fiach a dclermined 
hater of the Englisb, eise might bis life have been tbe forfeit of 
tbis seeming act of treacbery. Bat be meditated no soch derelic- 
tioo of duty. Perfectiy aware of tbe impossibility of preventiog bis 
meu from firing, did tbey possess the means, tbis deliberate aod 
calcalatiug personage had resorted to tbis expedient to reserve bis 
own effort^ until, in bis judgment , it might prove tbe most avail- 
able. His meo murmured ; but, too much eicited to deliberate, 
they poured iu a discbarge of muslietry, as tbe only means of an- 
uoying the enemy theo left them. EvenRaoul glanced aside, a 
little wooderiDgatnotbeariDgtbefelacca'scarroDades; but, per- 
ceiving her people bosy wilb their flre-arms , he believed all rigbt. 

The 6rst discbarge in such an affair is nsoally tbe most de- 
structiye. On the present occasion the firiog was not withoat 
serious effecls. Tbe Englisb , mach tbe most exposed , suffered 
in Proportion. Foar men were hurt ia Wincbester's boat » two in 
GrifBn's, six or eight men in the other launcbes and cutters, and 
one of Sir Fredericli's gig-men was shot through the beart; a cir- 
cumstance vhich induced that officer to drop alongside of a cutter, 
and exchange tbe dead body for a liTing man. 

On the rocks but one man was injured. A. roand-shot had 
bit a stone, shivered it in fragments , and strack down a valuable 
Seaman , just as be was advancing with a gallant mien to sponge 
one of the guns. 

**Poor Josef!" said Raoul, as be witnessed tbe man's fall; 
*^ carry bim to the surgeon , mes braves" 

*'Mon Capitaine — Josef is dead." 

Tbis decided the matter, and the body was laid aside, wbile 
anotber stepped forward and sponged the gun. At tbat moment 
Raoul found leisure to walk a yard or two towards tbe rear, in 
Order to ascertain if the cover of Ghita were snfficient. Tbe girl 
was on her knees, lost to all around her; tbougb, could be have 
read her beart, be woold have found it divided between entreaties 
to the Deity and !o?e for bimself. 

The luggcr sustained no barm. O'Leary bad overshot ber, in 
bis dcsire to make bis missiles reacb. Not even a canister bad 
^odged in ber spars^ or torn ber sails. Tbe osual luck appeared 
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to attend ber, and the pcople on board fougbt witb rcocwed con— 
fidencc and zeal. Not so vith tbc felucca , bowever. Here the 
fire of the Englisb bad been the most destractive. The wary and 
calculating M'Ocan bad given bis attention to tbis portion of the 
French defenccs , and the consequences partook of the sagacity 
and discretion of the man« A Charge of canister bad swept across 
the felucca's decks , more than decimating Itbuefs small forcc ; 
for it actually killed one, and wounded three of tbis party. 

But, the din once commenced , there wasno leisure to pause. 
The fire was kept up witb animation on both sides , and men feil 
rapidly. The boats cheered and pressed a-head, the water be- 
coming covered witb a wide sheet of smoke. 

In moments like thfs, the safest course for the assailants is to 
push on. Tliis the Englisb dtd, firing and cheering at every fathona 
they advanced , but suffering also. The constant discharge of the 
carronades, and the total absenceof wind, soon eaused a body of 
smoke to collect in front of the rock ; while the Englisb brought on 
with them another, trailing along the water , the eiTect of their own 
fire. The two shrouds soon united , and then there was a minute 
when the boats coald only be secn wilh indistinctness. Tbis was 
ItbueKs moment. Perceiving tbat the ten or twelve men who re- 
mained to bim were engrossed witb their mupkets , be pointed the 
two carronades bimself, and primed them from the boms wbich 
he bad never quitted. For the felucca be feit no prcsent conoem. 
Winchester, and all the boats in the centre of the Englisb line, 
were most in advance, the fire of the ruins urging them to the 
greatest exertion. Then M*Bean, beside being more distant, 
coald not cross the rock in front of the felucca witbout making 
a Circuit, and be must as yet be Ignorant of the existence of the 
impediment. Itbuel was cool and calculating by nature , as well 
as by babit; but tbis immunity from present risk probably in- 
creased the immediate possession of qualilies so important in 
battle. Uis carronades were loaded to their muzzles witb bags of 
bullets , and he beckoned to the best Seaman of bis party to take 
one of the matches , while he used the other bimself , each bolding 
a monkey's-tail in one band, in readiness to train the light gun, 
HS circumstanccs required. The pieces bad beeo depressed bj 
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Ithuel himself In the midst of the fray , and nothing remaioed bot 
to wait the moment for asing them. 

This moment was now near. The object of the English was to 
land 00 the priocipal islet, and to carry the ruin by storm. In 
Order to do this , ali the boats of their centre converged in their 
courses to the same poiut; and, the smoke being driven off by 
cach concussion of the guns , a dark Cluster of the enemy diverged 
from the ragged outline of the vapour, wilhin fifty yards of the in- 
tended point of landing. Ilhoel and bis companion were ready. 
Together they sighted , and together they fired. This unexpected 
discharge, from a quarter that had been so comparatively silent, 
surprised both friends and foes, and it drove a fresh mantle of 
smoke momentarily athwart the rock and the open Space in its 
front. 

A cry arose from the dense shroud of battle , that differed from 
the shouts of success and courage« Physical agony had extorted 
shrieks from the stoutest hearts, and even the French in the ruins 
paused to look for the next act of the desperate drama. Raoul 
seized the opportunity to prepare for the expected hand-to-hand 
struggle ; bnt it was unnecessary. The cessation in the firing was 
common in both parties , and it gave the vaponr a minute in which 
to lift the cnrtain f^om the water. 

When the late obstacle was raised high enough to admit of a 
?iew, theresult became evident. All the English boats bat one 
had scattered, and were pulling swiiliy in diOerent directions from 
the scene of slaughter. By taking this course , they diverted and 
divided the fire of their enemies; an expedient of which it would 
have been happier had they bethought them earlier. The remain- 
ing boatwas a cntter of the Terpsichore. It had received the weight 
of canister from IthueVs own gun, and, of sixteen men it had 
conlained when it left the frigato's side, bat two escaped. These 
fellowshad thrown themselves into the sea, and were picked up 
by passing boats. The cutter itself came drifting slowly in towards 
the rock, announciog the nature of its fearful cargo by the groans 
and cries which arose from out its bosom. Raoul stopped the fire» 
equally from humanity and policy, after a few discharges at the 
retreatlng boats« and the first act ofthe battle closed. 
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The breathing-time gave both parties a desirable opportanitf 
for ascertaining in what positions tbey vere left. In the whole» 
tbe French had lost tbe Services of eleven men , all » witb the ex~ 
ceptioQ of Ithaers foar, in tbe niin. Tbe loss of tbe English 
amounted to tbirty-three, inclading several offlcers. Tbe master's- 
mate^ \vbo baä commanded tbe crippied cutter, lay over its stern, 
flatonbis back, witb no less tban five musket-balls tbrougb bis 
ehest. His passage into anotber State of existence bad beeo sud- 
den as tbe fligbt of tbe electric spark. Of bis late companions se~ 
Teral were dead also , tboagb most were still enduring tbe pain of 
fractured bonos and bruised nerves. Tbe boat itself slowly 
toucbed the rocks, raising fresb cries among tbe woanded , bytbo 
agony tbey endured from tbe sbocks of rising and falling under tbe 
gronnd-swell. 

Raoul was too deliberate and too mucb collected not to feel bis 
advantage. Anxious to keep bis means of furtber defence in tbe 
best condition, be directed all tbe gans to cease, and tbe damages 
to be repaired. Tben be went witb a party towards tbe boat 
tbat bad fallen into bis bands. To encumber bimself witb prlso- 
ners of any sort in bis actaal Situation would bave been a capital 
mistake, bnt to do tbis witb wounded men would bave been an 
act of folly. Tbe boat bad tourniquets and otber similar applian- 
ees in it, and be directed some of the Frencb to use tbem on tbose 
wbo wanted tbem most. He also supplied tbe parcbed Ups of tbe 
sofferers witb water; wben, conceiving tbat bis duty was per- 
formed, be gave an order to baul tbe boat on one side, and to sbove 
it forcibly out of tbe line of any Coming conflict. 

**Halloo, CaptainRule!" calied out Itbnel ; '*you are wroog 
tbere. Let tbe boat lie wbere it is, and it will answer a better 
tum tban anotber breastwork. Tbe Englisb will scarcely fire 
tbrougb tbeir own wounded." 

Tbe look tbat Raoul cast towards bis auxiliary was 6erce, even 
indignant; but, disregarding tbe advice, be motioned for bis own 
men to obey tbe order be bad already given tbem. Tben, as if 
mindful of Itbuel's importance, bis late timely succour, and tbe 
necessity of not offending bim, be walked to tbe sideof tbeislet 
nearest to tbe felucca, and spoke courteously and cbeerfuUy to. 
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him, vhose advice he had jast treated with indifference, If not 
with disdaio. This ^as not bypocrisy, but a pradeot adaptation 
of bis means to bis circumstances. 

'* Bon—brave Etooelle ! " said he ; ' ' yoar bags of bnllets were 
welcome friends, aod they arrived at the right moment." 

**Wby, CaptaiQ Rale, in the Granite conntry ve are never 
wastefol of our means. Yoa can always wait for the white of En§^ 
lisbmen's eyes in these alTairs. They 're spitefnl d— Is on the 
wball, and seem to be near-sighted to a man. They came so 
clus' at Bunl^er Hill , that oar folks — " 

**BonI'* repeatedBaouI, feeling nowish to bear a thrice-told 
tale gone tbrough again, Banlier Hill invariably placingltbnel on a 
great horse in theway of bragging; for he not only imagined that 
great victory a New England triumph, as in fact it was, bat he was 
mach disposed to encoorage the opinion that it was in a great 
measare'* Granite." ^^Bonl*' intermpted Raoal — **Bnnkairwas 
good, fnaisles Boches atixStrensisheUAlr. If yoa bave more «b 
cee baUeSy load encore." 

**What think yon of this, Captain Bule?" asked the other, 
pointing up at a little vane which began to flotter at the head of one 
of bis masts. *' Here is the west wind , and an opportanity offers 
to be off. Let ns take wit and rnn." 

Raoal Started y and gazed at the heavens, the vane, aod the 
surface of the sea; the latter beginning to showa slightly rafiOed 
surface. Then bis eye wandered towards Ghita. The girl had 
risen from her knees , and her eyes followed bis every movement. 
Wben they met bis , with a sweet imploring smile she pointed ap- 
ward , as if beseeching bim to pay the debt of gratitade he owed to 
that dread Being who had as yet bome bim anlarmed tbrough the 
fray. He anderstood her meaning, kissed bis band in affectionate 
gallantry, and tamed towards Ithuel to parsae the discoarse. 

*'It is too soon/' said he. '^Weare impregnable here , and 
the wind is still too ligbt. An hoar hence , and we will all go to« 
gether." 

Itbael grambled , bat bis conunander heeded it not. The jadg-* 
ment of the latter had decided right. The boats were rallying witbin 
musket-shot, indifferent to the danger, and it was eyident that tho^ 
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attack was to be renewed. To attempt to escape at such an lostant 
would have been throwing away the great advantage of the raios, 
and might have endangered all wilhout benefiting any one. 

In point of fact, Sir Frederick Dashwood had become keenly 
alive to a sense of the disgrace he was likely to incur in the event of 
the ship*s gelting roand and robbing him of the credit of capturing 
the lugger. The usaally apathetic nature of this young man was 
thoroughly aroased, and, like all who are difBcolt to excite, he 
became respectable wheo bis energies were awakened. The boats 
were already coUected ; all the disabled were put into ooe of them, 
and ordered off to the ships; and with those which remained 
arraogements were made to renew the attempt. It was fortnnate 
that Caffe had sent an expedition so strong-handed , for^ notwitb— 
Standing the loss, the tbree lannches and the cutters could still 
muster double the number of the Freoch. 

This time, Sir Frederick was willing to listen to counseh 
Winchester, M^Bean, Griffin, and Strand united In advising that 
the boats should separate , and make their assaults from different 
points. This would prevent the possibility of a recurrence of so 
concentrated a disaster as that which had already befallen them. 
To the Scotchman was assigned the felucca; the Terpsichore's 
launch was to assail the lugger; while the two cutters, and the 
heavier boat of the Proserpine, were to dash in at the mins. 
Sir Frederick still remained in his own gig, to push for the point 
that might seem to require his presence. 

M'Bean was the first to fire on this occasion. He threwaronnd-- 
shot from his carronade into the felucca , aimed by himself , and 
directed with care. It feil upon one of IthueFs carronades , broke 
into a dozen pieces, knocked down no less than three men , besides 
injuring others less severely, and actually drove the gun it Struck 
off its slide into the felucca's hold. This was a rough commence- 
ment; and, the result being seen by all hands, it greatly en- 
couraged the assailants. Three hearty English cbeers foUowed ; 
and Ithuel was so far disconcerted as to fire the remaining gun, 
loaded, as before, with bullets, at least two minntes too soon. 
The sea was thrown into a foara, but not a man in the boats was 
hurt. Then the fire became general ; gun after gun exploding, tha 
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ratüing of small-arms ßlling up the pauses. The lioats came on 
with steady, stroDg palls of the oar; and this too with an impanity 
that often happens , thoagh difficalt to be explained. Several shot 
feil amoDg the rains, knocking the stones aboat; and for a minute 
or two all the iojary was oo one side. Bat Pintard and Ithael feit 
the sccurity conferred by the rocks in their front, and each en- 
deavoured to give one effective discharge. Itbuel succeeded the 
best. He repaid M*Bean in bis ovn coin , sending a grist of bullets 
into the bows of bis launcb , vhich admonlshed that prudent officer 
of the necessity of sheering towards the islet of the rnins. Piotard's 
assailant was broaght ap by the barrier in front, and tnrned aside 
also. Then, in the midst of a cloud of smoke , shouts, curses, 
cries , shrieks , Orders, and the roar of gans , all the English pre- 
cipitated themselves in a body on the principal post , and became 
the masters of the battery in the twinküng of an eye. 

CHAPTER XXIX. 

Thus dolh the ever-changing course of thiogs 

Run a perpetual circle, ever turaing; 
And that same day that highest glory brings , 

Brings US to the point of back-returuing. 

Daniel. 

In scenes like that jast related , it is not easy to collect delails. 
All that was ever known beyond the impetuous manner of the 
assault, in which the ruios were carried, was in the dire resnlt. 
Half the French on the islet were weitering in their blood, and the 
surface of the rocks was well sprinkied with enemies who had not 
been more fortunate. It had been a desperate onset, in which 
mortifi'^ation increased natural intrepidity, which had been nobly 
resisted , bat in which numbers had necessarily prevailed. Among 
the English slain was Sir Frederick Dashwood himself; he lay 
aboat a yard from his own gig, with a ball directly throngh bis 
head. Griffin was seriously hurt ; bat Clinch was untouched , on 
the low rampari, waving an English Jack, afler having hauled 
down a similar emblem of the French. His boat had first touched 
the rock; her crew had first reached therain; and, of aliinher| 
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he himself had taken the lead. Desperately had he contended for 
Jane and a commission , and, this time, Providence appearcd (o 
smile on bis efforts. As for Raoul , he lay in front of his own 
rampart, having rushed forward tomeet the partyof Clinch, and 
had actually crossed swords with his late prisoner, when a musket- 
ball, firedbythehandsofM'BeaD, traversed his body. 

*^ Courage y mes braves! enavanti** he was heard to shoat as 
he leaped the low wall to repel the invaders ; and , when he lay oa 
the hard rock, his voice was still streng enough to make itself 
heard, crying, ** Lieutenant , nom de Dien — sauve mon Feu- 
Folletr 

It is probable that Pintard would not have stirred , even at this 
Order, had not the English ships been seen at that instant Coming 
round Campanella with a leading westerly wind. The Aap of can- 
vasswasaudiblenear; andturning, he saw tbe Michael falling off, 
under her foresail , and already gathering steerage-way. Not a soul 
was visible on her dccks ; Ithnel , who steered , lying so close as to 
be hid by her waistr-cloths. The hawsers of the lugger were cot, 
and Le Feu-Follet started back like an affrighted steed. It was only 
to let go the brails, and her foresail feil. Light, andfeeling the 
breeze, which now came in strong pnffs , she shot out of the little 
bay, and wore short round on her heel. Two or three of the English 
boatsattemptedtofollow, but it was idle. Winchester, who now 
commanded, recalled them , saying that it remained for the ships 
to perform their task. The day had been too bloody, indeed , to 
think of more than securing the present success , and of attending 
to the hürt. 

Leaving the party on the islets for a moment, we will foliow tbe 
two vessels in their attempt to escape. Pintard and his companions 
abandoned Raoul with hea?y hearts; but they plainly saw him 
prostrated on the rocks , and by the band placed on his side under- 
stood the desperate nature of his wound. Like him, they feit some 
such interest as one entertains for a beloved mistress in the fate of 
the lugger, and the words *' Sauve mon Feu-FolletI" were ringing 
in their ears. 

As soon as the lugger got round , she set her after-sall , aod 
then she began to glide through the water with the osnal knife-like 
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parting of the element under her bows. The course she steered 
led her directly oat of the bay, seeming to lead across the fore- 
foots of the Eoglish ships. Ithuel did not imitate this manoeuvre« 
Hekeptmore awayin tbeline forPsstum, rightly enough belie- 
ving, that, in the greedy desire to OTertake the logger, bis own 
movement voald pass uoheeded. The owner of this craft was 
still OD board the Terpsichore; but every remonstrance, and all 
the requests he made, that his own vessel might be followed and 
captnred, were utterly unheeded by the lieatenant now in com- 
mand. To him , as to all others in authority , there seemed to be 
bat one thing desirable, and that was to secure the lugger. Of 
course none yet knew of the fatal character of the struggie on the 
rocks, or of the death of the English leader; though the nature of 
the result was sufficiently understood by seeing the English Jack 
flying among the ruins, and the two yessels nnder way, endeavour- 
ing to escape. 

The season was now so far advanced as to render the old sta- 
bility of the breezes a little nncertain. The zephyr had come early, 
and it had come fresh ; bat there were Symptoms of a sirocco, 
abontthe barometer, and in the atmosphere. This rendered all 
in the ships eager to secare their prize before a shift of wind shoald 
come. Now , that there were three fast vessels in chase » none 
doubted of the Gnal resalt; and Caffe paced the qaarter-deck of 
the Proserpine , rabbiog his hands with delight as he regarded all 
the propitious signs of the times. 

The Ringdove was ordered by Signal, to haul ap soath-soath« 
west, or close on a wind, with a view to make sach an offing 
as would prevent the possibility of the lugger's getting outside of 
the ships, and gaining the wind of them; an achievement Cuffe 
thoaght she might very well be enabled to accomplish , could she 
once fairly come by the wind under circumstances that would 
prevent any of his vessels from bringing her under their guns. 
The Terpsichore was directed to run well into the bay , to see that 
a similar artiGce was not practised in that direction; while the 
Proserpine shaped her own course at the angle that would intcrcept 
the chase, should the latter continue to stand on. 

It was an easy thing for the French to set all their canvass, tho 
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hamper of a lagger being so simple. This was soon done ; and 
Pintard watched the resolt with intense interest, weil knowiog 
that everything now depended on heels, and ignoraat of what 
might be the effect of her present trim od the sailing of his bcau- 
tifol craft. Luckily, somc attention had been paid to her lioes in 
striking in the bailast again , and it was soon found that the vessel 
was likely to behave well. Pintard thought her so light as to be 
tender; but, not daring to haul ap high enough to prove her in 
that way, it remained a matter of opinion only. It was enough for 
bim that she lay so far to the west of south as to promise to clear 
the point of Plane, and that she skimmed along the water at a rate 
that bade fair to distance all three of her pursuers. Anxious to get 
an offing, however, which would allow him to alter his coarse at 
night in more directions than one, he kept lufBng, as the wind 
fa vonred , so as sensibly to edge off the land. 

As the two chases commenced their flight quite a mite to the 
sonthward of the ships , having so much the Start of them on 
account of the position of the rocks, it rendered them both tolerably 
free from all danger of shot at the beginning of the race. The 
coarse steered by Ithoel soon placed him beyond their reach 
altogether ; and Gaffe knew that little would be gained, while much 
might be lost, in making any attempt of this sort on the lagger. 
Gonseqaently, not a gan was fired; but the resnlt was thrown 
fairly on the canyass, and on the sailing of the respectiye vessels. 

Such was the State of things at the beginning of this chase. 
The wind freshened fast, and soon blew a strong breeze ; one that 
drove the ships a>head ander clouds of studding-sails and stay- 
sails, the latter bcing mach ased at that period , at the rate of füll 
ten knots the hour. Bat neither gained on Le Feu-Follet. Tbe 
coarse was by no means favourable to her, the wind being well on 
her quarter; still, she rather gained, than was gained on. AH 
foar yessels went off rapidly to the sonthward, as a matter of 
coarse; nor was it long before they were to leeward of the felucca, 
which had both shortened sail , and haaled up to the eastward , as 
soon as Ithuel feit satisfied he was not to be followed. After a 
snfficient time had elapsed , the Holy Michael tacked , and came 
cut of the bay, crossing the wake of the Terpsichore jast beyond 
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gan-shot. Of course this manoenvre was seen from thc frigate ; 
and the padrone of the felucca tore his hair, threw himself od ihe 
quarter-deck , and played many other desperate aotics , in the in- 
dulgence of his despair, or to excite sympathy, but all in vain: 
the lieutenant was obstinate , refusing to alter tack or sheet to 
chase a miserable felucca , with so glorious an object in füll view 
before him as the celebrated lagger of Raoul Yvard. As a matter 
of course, Ithuel passed out to sea anmolested, and it may as 
well be Said here, that in dne time he reached Marseilles in safety, 
where the felucca was sold , and the Granite-seaman disappeared 
for a season. There will be occasion to speak of him only once 
agaiu in this legend. 

The trial of speed must soon have satisGed Pintard that he had 
Httle to apprehend from his pursuers , even with the breeze there 
was. But circumstances favoured the lugger. The wind hauled 
materially to the northward, and, before the sun set, itenabled 
the French to run off wiug-and-wing, still edging from the land. 
It now began to blow so heavily as to compel the ships to rednce 
their iight canvass. Some time before the night set In, both 
frigates and the sloop were under main-top-gallant-sails only^ 
with top-mast and lower studding-sails on each side. Le Feu- 
Füllet made no change. Her jigger had been taken in as soon as 
she keptdeadaway; andthen she dashed a-head , under her two 
enormous luggs, coofident in their powers of endurance. The 
night was not very dark, but it promised to carry her beyond the 
Tision of her pursuers, even before eight bells, did the present 
difference in sailing continue. 

A Stern chase is proverbially a long chase. For one fast ^essel 
to outsail another a Single mile in an hour is a great superiority, 
and even in such circumstances many hours must elapse before 
one loses sight of the other by day. The three English ships held 
way together surprisingly, the Proserpine leading a little; while 
Le Feu-Follet mlght possibly have found herseif, at theendofa 
Sil hours' chase, some four miles in advance of her, three of 
which she had gained since keeping off wing-and-wing. The 
lightness of the little craft essentially aided her. The canvass had 
less weight to drag after it; and Pintard observed that the huU 
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seemed to skim the waves, as soon as the sbarp stem had divided 
them, and the water took the bearings of the vessel. Hour arter 
hour did he sit on the bowsprit , watcbing her progress ; a crest of 
foam scarce appearing a-head , before it was glitteriog under the 
lugger*s bottom. Occasionally , a pursuing sea cast the stern 
upward, as if about to throw it in advaoce of the bows; but Le 
Feu-Follet was too mach accastomed to this treatment to be 
disturbed , aod she ever rose on the biliow like a bubble, and theo 
the glancing arrow scarce surpassed the speed with which she 
hastened forward^ as if to recover lost time. 

Cuffe did not quit the deck uotil the bell Struck two in the 
middle watch : this made it one o'clock. Yelverton and the mastcr 
kept the watches between them , but the captaln was always near 
with bis advice and Orders. 

**That craft seems faster when she gets her sails wing-and- 
wing than she is even close-hauled , it seems to me , Yelverton ^^ 
observed CufTe , after taking a long look at the chase with a nigfit- 
glass; **I begin to be afraid we shall lose her. Neither of the 
other ships does anything to help us. Here we are all three , dead 
in her wake, following eaeh other like so many old maids going to 
church of a Sunday morning." 

**ItY^^o2//</haYebeen better, Captain Cuffe, had theRingdove 
kept more to the westward , and the frigate further east. Fast as 
the lugger is with her wings spread, she 's faster with them jammed 
np on a wind. I expect every moment to find her sheering off to 
the westward , and gradually getting us in her wake on a wind. 
I fear we should find that worse work than even this , Sir." 

*'I would not lose her now for a thousand pounds! I do not 
see what the d — 1 Dashwood was about that he did not secure her, 
when he got possession of the rocks. I shall rattle bim down a 
little , as soon as we meet." 

Cuffe would have been shocked had he known that the body of 
Sir Frederick Dashwood was , just at that moment, going through 
the melancholy process of being carried on board a two-decker, up 
at Naples , the captain of which was bis kinsman ; but he did not 
know it, nor did be learn bis deatb for more than a week, er after 
the body had been interred« 
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^^Take the glass, Telyerton, and look at her. To me sfae 
grows very dim — she must be leaving as fast. Be careful to note 
if there are any signs of an iatention to sheer to the vestward." 

'^That can hardly be dooe withoat jibing her forward lugg. 
Hang me, Captain Caffe, if I can see her at all. Ah! hereshe 
is, dead a~head as before, but as dim as a ghost. I can barely 
make out her canvass: she is still wiDg-and-wing, d—n her, 
lookiog more like the spectre of a craft than a real thing. I lost 
her in that yaw , Sir — I wish you would try , Captain Cuffe. Do 
my best, I cannot find her again." 

Cuffe did try, but without success. Once, indeed, he fan- 
cied he saw her, but further examination satisfied him that it was 
a mistake. So long had he been gazing at the same object , that it 
was easy for the Illusion to pass before bis mind's eye of imagining 
a dim outline of the little lugger flying away, like the send of the 
heavens, wing-and-wing , ever seeming to elude bis Observation. 
That night he dreamed of her; and there were baply five minutes 
during which bis wandering thoughts actually portrayed (he pro- 
cess of takiog possession , and of manning the prize. 

Previously to this, howeyer, Signals were made to the other 
ships, ordering them to alter their courses, with a view to meet 
anticipated changes in that of Le Feu-Foliet. Lyon was sent to 
the westward, the Terpsiebore a little easterly, while the Proser- 
pine herseif ventured so far as to steer south-west, afler two 
o'clock. But a sudden and violent shift of wind came an hour be- 
fore day. It was the expected , nay, the announced sirocco , and 
it brought the lugger to wind ward beyond all dispute. The south 
breeze came strong from the first puff; and, while it did not 
amount to a gale nntil the afternoonof thenextday, itblewhea- 
vily , in squalls , after the first hour. 

When the day dawned , the three ships were out of sight of 
each other. The Proserpine, which we shall accompany, asour 
old acquaintance, and an actor in what is to succeed, was under 
double-reefed topsails , with her head up as hfgh as westHSouth- 
west, labouring along through the troughs of the seasleftby the 
late Tramontana. The weather was thick , rain and drizzle Coming 
in the squalls, and there were moments when the water could not 
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be Seen a cable's length from the ship ; at no time was tbe asual 
hoiizon fairly visible. In this manner the frigate straggled a-head, 
Cuffe unwilling to abandon all hopes of success» and yet seeing 
little prospect of its accomplishment. The look-outs were aloft« 
asusual; but it was as much for form as for any great use they 
were likely to be of , since it was seldom a man could see furlher 
from the cross^trees than he could from the deck. 

The officers , as well as the men , had breakfasted. A species 
ofsnllen discontent pervaded the ship, and the recent kind feel- 
ings towards Raonl Yvard had nearly vanished in disappointment. 
Some began to grnmble about the chances of the other ships fal!^ 
ing in with the lugger: while others swore 'Hhat it mattered not 
who saw her; catch her none could , who had not an illicit under- 
Standing with the Father of Lies. She was well named the Jack-o'- 
Lantem; for Jack-o*-Lantern she was, and Jack-o'-Lantem 
would she ever prove to be. As well might a false 6re be followed 
in a meadow, as such a crafl at sea. They might think them- 
selves fortunate, if the officers and people sent against her in the 
boats ever got back to their own wholesome ship again." 

In the midst of such prognostics and complaints , the captain 
of the fore-top shouted the words **Sailho!" Theusual inquiry 
and answer followed, and the officers got a glimpse of the object. 
The stranger was distant half a league, and he was seen very in- 
distinctly on account of the haze ; but seen he was. 

*''T is a xebec," growled the master, who was one of the 
grumblers of the day; **a fellow with bis hold crammed with a 
wine that would cover the handsomest woman's face in Lunnun 
with wrinkles." 

**By Jupiter Ammon ! " Cuffe exclaimed, '*H is the Le Feo- 
Folly, or I do not know an old acquaintance. Quarter-master 
band me the glass — not that, the shorter glass is the best." 

''Longor short, youil never make Ihai out," muttered the 
master. * 'The Folly has more folly about her than I give her cre- 
dit for, itwe get another look at her this summer." 

*'What do you make of bim, Captain Cuffe?" TeWertoo 
eagerly demanded. 

'* Just wbat I told you , Sir : 't is the lugger ~ and — I eanool 
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be mistaken. Ay, by Joye, she is coming down before !t, wfng- 
and-wing, agaio! That 's her play, jast now, it would seem; 
aad she does not appear to have got enoagh of it yet." 

An attentive look satisfied Yelverton that bis Commander was 
right. Even the master had to confess bis error, thongb he did it 
ungracionsly and with reluctance. It was the Ingger to a certainty, 
though so dimly seen as to render it difficnit at moments to trace 
her outlines at all. She was rnnning in a line that would carry her 
astern of the frigate about a mile , and she was rather more than 
thrice that dlstance to windward. 

**She cannot see us/' said Cuffe thoughtfnlly. **Beyond a 
doubt she thinks us to wind ward , and is endeavouring to get ont 
of oar neighbourbood. We must get round, gentlemen; and 
now is a favourable moment. Tack ship at once , Mr. Yelverton : 
I think she '11 do it." 

The eiperiment was made, and it succeeded. The Proserpine 
worked beautifully, and Yelverton knew bow to bnmonr her to a 
nicety. In five minutes the ship was round, with everything 
trimmed on the other tack ; — close-reefed mizen , and double- 
reefed fore and main-top-sails ; a reefed main-sail, with other 
sails to suit. As she was kept a rap füll, or a little off, indeed, 
to prevent the lugger from slipping past, she might have gone 
from five to six knots. 

The next five minutes were intensely interesting to the people 
of the Proserpine. The weather became thicker , and all traces of 
Le Feu-Follet were lost. Still , when last seen , she was wing- 
and-wing, flying rather than sailing, down towards their own 
track. By Cuffe's calculation , the two vessels would nearly meet 
in less than a quarter of an bour, should neither alter her course. 
Several guns were got ready, in preparation for such a rencontre. 

'*Let the weather hold thick a few minutes longer, and we 
have her!" cried Cuffe. **Mr. Yelverton, you must go down 
and see to those guns yourself. Plump it right into her, if you 're 
ordered to fire. The fellow has no hamper, and Stripping bim 
must be a matter of pure accident. Make it too bot for bim on 
deck , and he '11 have to give up , Raoul Yvard , or the d~l ! " 

** There she is , Sir ! " shouted a midshipman from a cat-head; 

The Jack 'Lantern, yj 
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for eTcrybody who dared had crowded forward to get an early loök 
at the chase. 

There she was sure enoQgh , wing-and-wing, asbefore. The 
dallness of the lagger's look-oats have never been explained , as a 
matter of coarse ; bat it was sapposed , when all the circumstan- 
ces came to be known, tbat most of her people were asleep, to 
recover from the recent extraordinary fatigue, and a night in 
which all hands had been kept on deck in readiness to make sail, 
the vessel having bat some tbirty souls in her. At length the fri- 
gate was Seen, theweather lighting, and it was not an instant too 
soon* The two Tessels at tbat critical instant were aboat half a 
mile apart, Le Fea-Follet bearing directly off the Proserpine's 
weather-bow» In the twinkling of an eye the former jibed; then 
she was seen Coming to the wind , losing sufficient ground in doing 
so to bring her jnst in a ränge with the two weather chase-gans. 
Cuffe instantly gave the Order to open a fire. 

**What the d— 1 has got into her?" exclaimed the captain; 
*^she topples like a mock mandarin , — she ased to be as stiff as a 
church! What can it mean , Sir?" 

The master did not know ; bat we may say tbat the lagger was 
too light for so mach canvass in such heavy weather, and there 
was not time to shorten sail. She larched heavily ander the sea 
tbat was now getting ap , and , a squall striking her , her lee- 
gnns were completely buried. Jnst at this moment the Proserpine 
belched forth her flame and smoke. The shot conld not be fol^ 
lowed , and no one knew where they strack. Fear had been fired, 
when a sqaall sacceeded tbat shat in the chase, and of coarse the 
firing was saspended. So severe was this momentary effort of the 
African gales , bot, drowsy, and deadening as they are , thatthe 
Proserpine started her mizen-top-sail sheets, and clewed npher 
main-coarse to save the spar. Bat the tack was instantly boarded 
again , and the top-sail set. A gleam of sanshine succeeded ; 
bat the lagger had disappeared ! 

The San did not remain visible, and tbat faintly, bat a minate; 
still the eye coald ränge several miles for thrice that period. After 
this the horizon became more limited , bat no sqaall occurred for 
fL qaarter of an bour, When the lagger was missed ^ the Proser- 
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' pine was headlng up within half a point of the spot at which she 
was snpposed to be. In a short time she droye past this point^ 
perfaaps a handred fathoms to leeward of it. Here she tacked, 
and, stretching off a sniBcient distance to the sonthward and 
westward , came round again , and , heading np east-soath-east, 
was thought to sweep along oyer the empty track, Not a sign 
of the missing vessel was discovered. The sea had swallowed 
all, lugger, people, and hamper. It was snpposed that, owing 
to the fact that so many light articles had been left on the rocks, 
nothing remained to float. AU had accompanied Le Feu-Follet 
to the bottom. Of boats there were none, these being at the 
fslet of the mins; and, if any Seaman swam off in the desperate 
attempt to save his life in the midst of the cauldron of waters, he 
did not sncceed, or was overlooked by the English in their search. 
The latter, indeed, may have miscalculated their distances , and 
not have passed within a cable's length of the place where the 
Yictims , if any snch there were , still struggled for existence. 

Cuffe, and all around him, were forcibly Struck with so un- 
looked-for and so dire a calamity. The loss of ayessel, under 
such circumstances , produces an effect like a sudden death among 
companions. It is a fate all may meet with , and it indnces re- 
flection and sadness. Still the English did not give np the hope 
of rescuing some unfortunate wretch clinging toaspar, or sup* 
porting himself by supematural efforts for several honrs. At 
noon, however, the ship squared away, and ran for Naples 
before the wind, being drawn aside from her coarse by another 
chase, in which she succeeded better, captnring a sloop-of-war, 
which she carried in several days later. 

The first act of Cuffe on anchoring in the fleet was to go on 
board the Foudroyant, and report himself and his proceedings to 
the rear-admiral. Nelson had heard nothing of the resnlt , beyond 
what had occurred at the islets , and the Separation of the ships. 

**Well, Cuffe," Said he, reaching out his remaining band 
kindly to his old Agamemnon as the other entered the cabin , '* the 
fellow has got off afker all! It has beena had bnsiness alto- 
gether; but we must make the best of it. Where do you fancy the 
lugger tobe?" 

27» 
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Cuffe explained what had happened , and put ioto the admirars 
band an official letter explaioiog his recent saceess. With the 
last, Nelson was pleased; at the first, sorprised. After aloog, 
thoughtful pause, he went ioto tbe after-cabin, aud retaraed, 
tbrowing a small jack-like flag oo tbe floor. 

** As Lyon was cruisiog aboat/' be said, ** and bis sloop was 
pitcbiug ber cat-beads under, tbis tbing was wasbed upon a spare 
ancbor, wbere it stuck. It 's a queer flag. Can ithavebadany 
connexion with tbe lugger?" 

Cuffe looked, and be immediately recognised tbe little a/a-e- 
ala jack whicb tbe Italians bad described to bim in tbeir many 
conversations. It was the only yestige that was ever found of the 
Wing-and-WiDg. 

CHARTER XXX, 

How beaulifal is sorrow, wben H is drest 
By Virgin innocence 1 It makes 
Felicity in otbers seem deformed. 

Datbhant. 

We must return to tbe rocks , and tbe melancboly scene they 
offered. Our purposes will be answered , bowever , by advancing 
tbe time into tbe evening, omitting many tbings tbat the reader 
can imagine , witbout our relating tbem. 

It is scarcely necessary to say, tbat Andrea Barrofaldi and 
Yito Yiti took no part in the bloody transactions we baYe related. 
Wben all was OYer, however, they drew near to tbe rocks, aud, 
sittiog in tbeir boat, contemplating tbe sad spectacle presented 
witbin tbe narrow compass of tbe islet of tbe ruins, tbe following 
Short dialogue occurred between tbem. 

*'yice-gOYematore," demanded tbe podestä, pointing to the 
place wbere Sir Frederick lay, a motlonless corpse, Raoul bieed- 
ing, and otbers were writbing under tbeir wounds, *^do yoa 
call tbis reality, or is it a part of that damnable doctrine^ which 
is enough to set the whole earth by tbe ears , and to tum men 
into tigers and bawks? " 

*'I fear, neighbour Yito, tbis will only proYe too true. I 
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8ee the bodies of Sir Dashwood and Sir Sraees ; and God knows 
how many more have tbis day departed for the world of spirits." 

*'Leaving behind them only a world of shadows/' muttered 
Vito Yiti, even that melancholy spectacle failing to draw bis 
tboughts altogether from a discussion wbich bad nov lasted near 
four-and-twenty bours. Bot tbemoment was not propitious to 
argament, and tbe two Italians landed. Tbis was witbin balf- 
an-bour afler tbe strnggle bad ceased ; and our intentions are to 
advance tbe time to tbe moment menlioned in tbe opening of tbis 
cbapter. 

We must give bere, bowever, a rapid sketcb of theproceed- 
ings tbat narrowed down tbe view to tbat we intend sbortly to lay 
before tbe reader. As soon as there was leisure, Wincbester 
made a survey of tbe Geld of battle. He found many of bis own 
men slain, and more wounded. Of tbe Frencb on tbe islet, 
quite balf were burt; but tbe mortal wound receiyed by tbeir 
leader was the blow tbat all lamented. Tbe surgeon soon pro- 
nounced Raoul's case to be bopeiess; and tbis declaration was 
beard with regret even by generoas enemies. Tbe defence bad 
been desperate ; it would have succeeded , bad it been witbin the 
scope of possibility for so few courageous men to repel double 
tbeir numbers of those wbo were equally brave. Both sides bad 
fought for bonour; and, when tbis is tbe case, victory generally 
awaits tbe strengest. 

As soon as it was perceived tbat all tbe ships were likely to 
be led far to leeward in cbase, the Englisb ofiScers feit tbe neces- 
sity of acting for tbemselves. Tbe medical men bad been bnsy 
from tbe first, and in tbe course of a couple of bours all bad been 
done for tbe wounded tbat present circumstances would allow» 
Tbe amputations were few, and, eacb vessel baving sent a sur- 
geon, these were all made; wbile the other appliances bad been 
snccessfully used in such cases as would be benefited by them. 
The day was drawlng near a close, and tbe distance from the 
fleet was so great as to call for exertion. 

As soon, therefore, as tbe uninjured men were refresbed, 
and tbe wounded cared for, tbe latter were put into tbe lanncbes, 
in tbe best manner they migbt be, and tbe cutters took them in 
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tow. One had no sooner received its mclancholy frelght than 
it leftt the islets on its way to the bospital-ship of the fleet; the 
others sacceeded in turn: the anhört French viliingly offerin^ 
to assist in the Performance of this pious duty. M length hat 
three boats remained. One was Sir Frederick's gig, which 
Winchester had kept for his ovn particular use ; another was the 
yawl of Andrea Barrofaldi ; and the third , the little craft in which 
Carlo Giuntotardi had come from the shore. Of the French , no 
one remained but the snrgeon of the Ingger, Raours Steward 
and personal attendant, and Raoul himself. If to these be added 
the two Italians and their oarsmen, Carlo and his niece, wich 
Winchester and his boat's crew, we enumerate all who now re- 
mained at the rocks, 

By this Urne the sun had sank below the adjacent hüls, and 
it was necessary to decide on some course. Winchester consulted 
the sargeon as to the expediency of removiog his patient. Coald 
it be done , it had better be done soon. 

'*Mons, Ueutenant** answered this personage a little drily, 
*'fnon brave capitairut has bat a Short time to live. He has en- 
treated to be left here on the scene ofhisglory, and in the Com- 
pany of that female whom he so well loved: maisy yoa are the 
Victors" — shrugging his shoalders — '^and yoa will do your own 
pleasare." 

Winchester coloared and bit his Ups. The idea of tortaring 
Raoal, either in body or mind, was the last Intention of one so 
humane ; but he feit indignant at the implied suspicion. Com- 
manding himself , notwithstanding, he bowed courteously, and 
intimated that he would remain himself with his prisoner antil all 
were over. The Frenchman was surprised ; and , when he read 
the sympathy of the other in the eipression of his countenance, 
he feit regret for his own distrust, and still more at having ex- 
pressed it. 

**Mais, Moruteur" he answered, *' night will soon come: 
you may have to pass it on the rocks." 

** And if we do, doctor , it is no more than we seamen are ased 
to. Boat^service is common duty with us. I haye only to wrap 
myself in my cloak , to enjoy a seaman's comfort/ 
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This settled the matter, aod no more was said. The surgeon, 
a man accastomed to the exercise of such resources, soon managed 
to make his dispositions for the final scene. In Clearing the lug- 
ger , a hundred light articles had been thrown on the islet on which 
she had touched , and among others were several mde mattresses 
of the seamen* Two or three of these were procured , placed on 
the smoothest surface of the rock , and a bed formed for Raoul. 
The medical man , and the seamen , would have erected a tent 
with a sail ; but this the wounded man forbade. 

** Let me breathe the free air/' he said ; '* I shall use but little 
of it : let that little be free." 

It was useless to oppose such a wish , nor was there any mo- 
tlve for it. The air was pure, and little need be apprehended 
from the night, in behalf ofGhita, surrounded as they were by 
the pure wateis of the ocean. Even when the Tramontana came, 
although it was cool, its coolness was not unpleasant, the adja- 
cent hill sheltering the Islets from its immediate influence. 

The English seamen collected some füel from the spare spars 
of the lugger, and lighted a fire on the rock where they had neen 
found. Food of all sorts was abundant, and several casks of 
water had been Struck out whole, as Provision against a siege. 
Uere they made coffee, and cooked enough food for the wants of 
all the party. The distance prevented thelr disturbing those who 
remained near Raoul; while the llght of the fire, whichwaskept 
in a cheerful blaze, cast a picturesque glow upon the group 
around the dying man as soon as the night had fairly set fn. It 
superseded , too , the necessity of any lamps or torches. 

We pass over all the first outpourings of Ghita*s anguish when 
she leamed the wound of Raoul , her many and fervent prayers, 
and the scenes which took place during the time that the islet was 
still crowded with the combatants. More quiet hours succeeded 
when these last were gone; and, as the night advanced, some- 
thing like the fixed tranqnillity of settled despair followed the 
first emotions. When ten o'clock arrived , we reacb the moment 
at which we wish to raise the eurtain once more , in order to pre- 
sent the principal actors in the scene. 

Raoul lay on the summit of the islet, where his eye could 
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ränge over the mild waters that washed the rock , and his ear listen 
to the murmaring of bis ovn element. The Tramontana, as nsual, 
had driven all perceptible vapour from the atmosphere; and the 
vault of heaven in its cerulean bine, and spangled with thousands 
of Stars, stretched itself above bim, a glorious barbinger for the 
future to one wbo died in hope. The care of Ghita and the altend« 
ants had coUected around the spot so many little comforts as Co 
give it the air of a room suddenly divested of sides and ceiling, bat 
babitable and useful. Winchester, fatigued with bis day*s work, 
and mindful of the wish that Raoul might so naturally feel to be 
alone with Ghita, had lain down onamattress, leaving Orders to 
be called should anything occur; while the surgeon, conscions 
that he could do no more , had imitated bis example , making a 
similar request. As for Carlo Giuntotardi , he seldoraslept; he 
was at bis prayers in the ruins. Andrea and the podestä paced the 
rock to keep themselves warm, slightly regretting the sudden 
barst of humanity which had induced them to remain. 

Raoul and Ghita were alone. The former lay on bis back , bis 
bead bolstered , and bis face uptumed towards the vaalt of heaveo. 
The pain was over, and life was ebbing fast. Still the mind was 
unshackled , and thonght busy as ever. His beert was still füll of 
Ghita ; thougb bis extraordinary Situation, and more especially the 
glorious view before bis eyes, blended certain pictures of the fu- 
ture with bis feelings which were as novel as be found them 
powerful. 

With Ghita it was different. As a woman , she had feit the 
force of tbis sudden blow in a manner that she found difficult to 
bear. Still ^ she blessed God, that what had occurred bappened 
in her presence, as it might be; leaving her the means of acting, 
and the efficacy of prayer. To say that she did not yct feel the live- 
liest love for Raoul , all that tenderness which constitntes so large 
a porüon of woman's nature, would be untrue; but her mind was 
now made up to the worst, and her thoughts were of another State 
ofbeing. 

A long pause had occurred , in which Raoul remained stead- 
fastly gazing at the starry canopy above. 

**Itisremarkabley Ghita," he said at length , **thatl, Raool 
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Tvard — the corsair — the man of wars and tempests — fierce 
combats, and hair-breadth escapes — sbould be dyinghere, on 
this rock, with all those stars looking down upon me , as it niight 
be , from your beaven , seeming to smile upon nie ! " 

*'Wby not your beaven, as well as mine, Raoul?" Gbita 
«nswered tremulously. ''It is as vast as He wbo dwells in it -— 
whose tbrone it is — and can contain all wbo love Hirn , and seek 
bis inercy." 

**Dost thoa tbink one like me would be reeeived linto bis pre- 
sence, Gbita?" 

''Do not doubt it: free from all error and weakness Himself, 
bis Holy Spirit deligbts in the penitent and tbe sorrowful. Ob ! 
dearest , dearest Raoul , if tbon wouldst bot pray ! " 

A gleam, like tbat of trinmpb, glowed on tbe face of tbe 
wounded man; and Gbita, in tbe intensity of ber expectation, 
rose and stood over bim, ber own features filled witb a momentary 
bope. 

*'MonFeu-Follet!" exclaimed Raoul , letting tbe tongue re- 
veal tbe transient thought wbicb brougbt tbe gleam of trinmpb to 
biscountenauce; ''thou, at least, bast escaped! TbeseEnglisb 
will not count tbee among tbeir victims, and glut tbeir eyes on tby 
charming proporlions ! " 

Gbita feit a cbill at ber beart. Sbe feil back on her seat , and 
continued watcbing ber lo?er's countenance witb a feeling of de- 
spair, tbougb inextinguisbable tendemess was still crowdiog 
around ber soul. Raoul beard tbe movement; and, tuming bis 
bead , he gazed at the girl for füll a minute , witb a portion oftbat 
intense admiration tbat used to gleam from bis eyes in bappier 
moments. 

''It is better as it is, Gbita," Said he, "than tbat I sbould 
live witbout tbee. Fate has been kind in thus ending my misery." 

" Ob , Raoul ! there is no fate , but tbe holy will of God. De« 
ceive not thyself at this awful moment; but bow down thyproud 
spirit in humility , and turn to Him for succour ! " 

"Poor Gbita! — Well, tbine is not tbe only innocent mind, 
bymiUions^ wbicbbatbbeentrammelledbypriests; and, Isup- 
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pose » what hath commenced with the begioDiDg will last tili che 
end." 

**The beginning and the end are both God, Raoul. Sioce the 
Gommeocement of time hath He established laws which have 
brought about the trials of thy life — the sadness of this very hoar." 

** And dost thou think He will pardon all thy care of one so uo- 
worthy?" 

Ghita bowed her head to the mattress over which she leaned, 
and baried her face in her hands. When the minute of prayer that 
succeeded was over, and her face was again raised with the flush 
of feeling tempered by innocence on it, Raoul was lying on bis 
back, bis eyes riveted again on the vault of heaven. His pro- 
fessional pursoits had led him farther into the study of astronomy 
than comported with his general education ; and, addicted to spe- 
culation, its facts had often seized upon his fancy, though they 
had failed to touch his heart. Hitherto , indeed , he had fallen 
into the common error of limited research , and found a confirma- 
tion of his suspicions in the assumed grasp of his own reasoo. 
The dread moment that was so near could not fall of its influence, 
however; and that unknown future over which he hung, as it 
might be, suspended by a hair, inevitably led his mind into an 
inquiry afler the unknown God. 

**Dost thou know, Ghita/' he asked, **that the learned of 
France teil us that all yonder bright stars are worlds, peopled most 
probably like this of our own , and to which the earth appears but 
as a Star itself, and that too of no great magnitude?" 

**And what is this, Raoul, to the power and majesty of Him 
who created the universe? Ah ! think not of the things of his band, 
but of Him who made them." 

''Hast thou ever heard, my poor Ghita, that the mind of man 
hath been able to invent instruments to trace the movements of all 
these worlds , and hath power even to calculate their wanderings 
with accuracy for ages to come?" 

**And dost thou know, my poor Raoul, what this mind of 
manis?'* 

'* A part of his nature, the highest quality — that which maketh 
him the lord of earth." 
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* ' His highest quality , and that which osakelh him lord of earth 
\n one sense truly; bat, after all, a mere fragment — aspot oa 
the width of the heavens — of the Spirit of God himself. It is in 
this sense that he halb been made in the image of his Creator.' 

'«Thouthink'stthen, Ghita, that man is God, after ali.' 

**Raoal^ Raoul! if thou wouldst not see me die yrith thee, 
Interpret not my vords in this manner/' 

** Wonld it then be so hard to qnit life in my Company , Ghita? 
To me it wonld seem supreme felicity, wereour places to be 
changed." 

**To go whither? hast thou betbought thee of this, my be- 
lovcd?" 

Raoul answered not for some time; his eyes were fastened on 
a bright slar, and a tumult of thought began to crowd npon his 
brain. There are moments in the life of every man when the 
mental Vision obtains clearer views of remote conclusions , equally 
in connexion with the past and the future , as there are days when 
an atmosphere purer than common morc readily gives upitsobjects 
to the physical organs, leaving the mind momentarily the master, 
almost without control. One of these gleams of truth passed over 
the facuUies of the dying man, and it conld not be altogether with^ 
out its fruits. Raoul's soul was agitated by novel sensations. 

*'Do tby priests fancy that tbey who have known and loved each 
olher in this life," he asked, '*wili know and love each other in 
that which they fancy is to come?'* 

**The life that is to come, Raoul, is one all love , or one all 
hatred. That we may know each other, I try to hope; nor dol 
see any reason for disbelieving it. My unde is of opinion it must 
be so." 

*'Thy uncle, Ghiu? what, Carlo Giuntotardi — he who 
seemeth never to think of things around him — doth a mind like 
his dwell on thoughts as remote and sublime as this?" 

*'Little dost thou know or understand him, Raoul. His mind 
seldom ceases to dwell on thoughts like these; this is the reason 
vhy earth and all it contains seem so indifferent." 

Raoul made no answer; bat, appearing to suffer ander the 
p«ln of his woand, the feelings of woman so farprevailedover 
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6hita*s tender nature that she had not the heart to press even bis 
salvatioD on him at such a momeot. She offered him sootfaing 
drinks, and nursed him with unabated care; and, when there 
seemed to be a cessation to his sufferings, sheagainpassedminates 
on her knees, her whole soul absorbed in bis future welfare. 
An hour passed in this manner; all on or near the rock sleeping, 
overcome by fatigue, but Ghita and the dying man. 

'*That Star haunts me, Ghita!" Raoul at length mnttercd. 
** If it be really a world, some all-powerful band must have created 
it ; Chance never made a world , more than chance made a ship« 
Thought, mind, intelligence mast have governed at the formatioa 
ofone, as vellasoftheother." 

For months Ghita had not known an instant so happy as that. 
It appeared as if the mind of Raoul were about to extricate itself 
from the shallow philosophy so much in fashion , and which had 
hitherto deadened a nature so kind, an intellect ordinarily so clear. 
Could his thoughts but once take the right direction, she had 
strong confidence in the distinctness of their views^ but most of 
all in the goodness of (he Deity. 

**Raoul/' she whispered , *'God is there , as He is with us on 
this rock. His Spirit is everywhere. Bless Him; — bless Him 
in thy soul , my beloved , and be for ever happy 1 " 

Raoul answered not. His face was upturned , and his eye still 
remained riveted on that particular star. Ghita would not disturb 
him, but, taking his band in hers, she once more knelt and 
resumed her prayers. Minute passed after minute , and neither 
seemed disposed to speak. At length Ghita became woman again, 
and bethought her of her patient's bodily wants. It was time to 
admlnister the liquids of the surgeon, and she advanced to hold 
them to his lips. The eye was still fastened on the star, but the 
Ups did not meet her with the customary smile of loTe. They were 
compressed , as when the body was about to mingle in the strife of 
a battle , a sort of stem resolution being settled on them. Raoul 
Yvard was dead. 

The discovery of the truth was a fearful momeot to Gbfta : not 
a living being near her had the consciousness of her Situation, all 
being bound in the sieep of the weary» The first fbeiing was that 
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which beloDged to her sex, She threw herseif on the body , aod 
embraced it wildly, giviDg way to those peot-up emotions, which 
her loYer, in his moody humonrs, was wont to accase her of not 
possessing. She kissed the forehead, the cheeks, the pallid stern 
lips of the dead » and for a time there was the danger that her own 
spirit might pass away in the paroxysm of her grief. But it was 
morally impossible for Ghita to remain long ander the influence of 
despair. Her gentle spirit had communed too long and too closely 
with her Heavenly Father not to resort to his support in all the 
critical moments of life. She prayed for the tenth time that night, 
and arose from her knees calm , if not absolately resigned. 

The Situation of Ghita was now as wildly picturesque as it was 
moving to her inmost spirit. Ali around her still slept, and that, 
to the eye, as profoundly as he , who was only to rise again when 
the sea and the land give up their dead. The excitement and 
exertions of the past day produced their reaction , and seldom did 
sleep exercise a more profound influence. The fire was still 
buming bright on the islet of the gig-men, casting its rays falrly 
athwart the ruins, the different sieepers in them, and the immo- 
vable body of the dead. At moments, gusts of the Tramontana, 
which was now blowing fresh, descended so low as to fan the 
flames, when the glarethat succeeded seemed to give a startling 
reality to all that surrounded the place. 

Still, Ghita was too highly sustained to be moved with anything 
but her loss, and her restless inquletude for the departed spirit. 
She saw that even her uncle slept, leaving her truly alone with 
Raoul. Once a feeling of desertion came over her, and she was 
inclined to arouse some of the sieepers. She did approach the 
Spot where the surgeon lay, and her band was raised to stir him, 
when a flash of light shot athwart the pallid countenance of Raoul, 
and she perceived that his eyes were still open. Drawing near, 
she beut over the body, gazing long and wistfuliy into those 
Windows of the soul, that had so often beamed on her in manly 
tenderness, and she feit like a miser with his hoarded gold, 
nnwilling to share it with any other. 

Throughout the livelong night did Ghita watch by the body of 
her well-belovedy now hanging over it with a tenderness no change 
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eonid extinguish , dow besieging heaven with her prayers. Nbt 
one awoke, to interfere with the stränge happiness she feit in those 
pious Offices y or to woand her sensibilities by the sorprise or the 
sneers of the vulgär. Ere the day came, she elosed the eyes ot 
Baoul with her owd hands, covered his body with a French ensig^a 
that lay upon the rock , and sat patient and resigned , awaiting the 
moment when some of the others might be ready to aid her in 
performing the last pions Offices in behalf of the dead. As a 
Romanist, she fonnd a holy consolation in that beautiful portion 
of her Church*s creed , which admits of unceasing petition for the 
souls of the departed, eyen to the latest honr of earthly things. 

Winchester was the first to stir. Starting np he appeared to 
be astonished at the Situation in which he fonnd himself , bnt a 
glance around told the whole trath. Advancing towards Ghita» 
he was about to inqnire after the welfare of Raoul, when, strack 
by the expression of her seraphic countenance, he tumed to the 
body, and read the truth in the appropriate pall. It was no time 
for self-npbraidings or for reproaches to others; bat, aroasing 
the sieepers in a sabdaed and respectfal manner, he gaye to the 
place the qaiet and seeming sanctity of a chapel. 

Carlo Giantotardi, soon after, begged the dead body from tbe 
conqaerors. There was no motiye for denying the request, and 
it was placed in a boat, and towed to the shore, accompanied by 
all who had remained. The hea?y sirocco that soon sacceeded 
drove the waves athwart the islet of the rains , effectaally erasing 
its stains of blood, and sweeping every trace of Le Fea-Follet, and 
of the recent eyents, into the sea. 

At the foot of the Scaricatojo the seamen constrncted a mde 
hier , and thas they bore the dead ap that wild and yet loyely 
preclpice, persevering in their good work nntil they reached tbe 
cottage of Carlo Giantotardi's sister. A little procession accom- 
panied the body from the first; and, Ghita being uniyersally known 
and respected among the simple inhabitants of those heights, when 
it entered the street of St. Agata, it had grown into a line which 
incladed a hnndred belieyers. 

The conyent, the empty baildings of which still crown the 
summit of one of the adjacent hills, was theo in existence as^a 
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Tcligiouscommanify; and the inflaence of Carlo Gluntotardi wa9 
sufficient to procure its Offices in behalf of the dead. For threo 
days and nights did the body of Raonl Tvard, the nnbeliever, lie 
in the chapel of that holy fraternfty , his sonl rcceiving the benefit 
of masses ; and then it was committed to holy ground^ to await the 
summons of the last trump. 

There is a stränge disposition in the human breast to withhold 
praise from a man when living, which is freely accorded to him 
when dead. Although we believe that enyy, and its attendant evil, 
detraction , are peculiarly democratic Tices , meaning thereby that 
demoGracy is the most fertile field in which these human failings 
Inxariate^ yet is there much reason to think that onr parent nation 
is pre-eminent in the exhibition of the peculiarity first mentioned. 
That which subseqoently awaited Napoleon, after his imprisonment 
and death, was now exhibited in the case of Raoul Tvard, on a 
Scale suited lo his condition and renown. From being detested in 
the English fleet , he became honoured and extoUed. Now that 
he was dead and harmless, his seamanship could be praised , his 
chivalry emulated, his courage glorified. Winchester, M*Bean, 
OXeary, and Clinch attended his funeral, qnite as a matter of 
course. They had proved themsehes worthy to be there; but 
many others insisted on being of the party. Some came to get a 
last look of so celebrated an adventurer, even in his coffin; others 
to say that they had been present; and not a few to catch a glimpse 
ot the girl , whose romantic but innocent passion had become the 
subject of much discourse in the ships. The result was such a 
procession, and such funeral honours, as threw the quiet little 
hamlet of St. Agata into commotion. All noted the particulars, 
and all were pleased but Ghita. On her, these tardy compliments 
failed of their effect, her souI being engrossed with the great care 
of petitioning heaven in behalf of the deceased. 

Andrea Barrofaldi and YitoYiti, too, figured on this occasion; 
the latter taking care to let all who would listen understand how 
closely he had been connected with *' SirSmees," no longer viewed 
as an impostor, but honoured as a hero. He eyen created a little 
difficulty in claiming a precedency for the toga oyer arms on the 
occasion; wellknowing, that, if the Tice-govematore got a cod« 
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.fipicuous place in the ceremony, the podestä could notfail to be 
Dear at hand. The matter was settled entirely to Andrea's satis- 
faction , if not to that of bis friend. 

To confess the truth , Nelson was not sorry for what had occur- 
red. When he learued the desperate natura of Raours defeace, 
and heard some traits of his liberal conduct od various occasioDS, 
be feit a generous regret at his death ; but he thonght even chfs 
preferable to escape. When Cuffe got in, and brought the report 
of the lugger's fate, thongh he would ha?e preferred her capture, 
the common sentiment settled down into a feeling that both lugger 
and Commander had fared as well as a privateer and her people 
usually merited. 

As a matter of course^ those concerned in the captare, and 
who survived the affair, reaped some advantages from their suc- 
cess. England seldom fails in the dnty of conferring rewards, 
more especially in her marine. When Cook returned from his re- 
nowned voyages , it was not to meet with persecution and ueglecC, 
bat credit and justice. Nelson knew how to appreciate that spirit 
and enterprise, which were so often exercised by bimself. As for 
Sir Frederick Dashwood , little could be done besides giving his 
name an honourable place on the list of those who had fallen in 
battle. His heir wore mourning, seemed filled with sorrow , and 
inwardly rejoiced at being a baronet with some thousands a-year. 
Lyon got his ship , and from that moment he ceased to consider 
the chase and all connected with Le Feu-FoUet an unproGtable 
thing. Airchy followed him to the Terpsichore, with ?isions of 
prize-money before his eyes, which were tolerably realized in the 
course of the succeeding five years. 

Winchester was promoted into the Ringdove, and Griffin 
became first of the Proserpine. This, of course, made Yelverton 
second , and left one vacancy. Thus far the Orders had been made 
out, when Cuffe dined with the Admiral, by invitation, t^te^ 
d-tete. 

* * One of my objects in having you here to-day, Cuffe," obsenred 
Nelson, as they sat together over their wine, the cabin cleared, 
'* was to say something about the vacant berth in your gun-room ; 
and the otherwas, to heg a masterVmate of you, in behalf of 
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Berry. You remember that some of your people vere recelved on 
boardhere, before you got in , theother day?" 

'*I do, my lord ; and I meant to make my acknowledgaients for 
the favour. The poor fellows bad a warm time of it at the rocks, 
and deserved comfortable berths after it was over." 

** I belieTe we gave them as much ; at least, I know few snffer 
ia this ship. Well , there was a mate among them , who is a liule 
advanced , and who is likely to stick where he is , by what I learn. 
We want jast such a man for the hold , and I haye promised my 
captain to speak to you about him. Don't let bim go , if there 's 
any reason for wishing to retain him : but we have three seamen 
ready to exchange against him ; goodfellows, too, they teil me." 

Cuffe picked some nuts^ and appeared a little at a loss for a 
reply. Nelson saw this , and he fancied the other reluctant to give 
up bis mate. 

**We]l, I see how it is/' said he, smiling. **We mnst do 
without bim , and you will keep your Mr. Clinch. A thorough 
officer in a ship's hold is an advantage not to be thrown away; and 
I suppose, if Hotham bad asked such a tbing of old Agamemnon, 
he might bare whistled for the favour. The deuce is in it, if we do 
not get as good a mate somewhere ! " 

*'It 's not that, mylord; you 're welcome to the man , thougb 
a better, in bis Station, cannot be bad. But I was in hopes bis 
re.cent good conduct, and bis long Services, might give bim a lift 
into the vacant gun-room berth." 

The Admiral appeared snrprised , wbile be did not seem to be 
exactly pleased. 

'* It has a hard look , I grant you , Cuffe , to keep a poor devil 
ten or fifteen years in the same Station ; and this , too , after he has 
senred long enough for a commission. I was a captain ten years 
younger than this Mr. Clinch must be to-day, and it does seem 
bard ; and yet I doubt not it is just. I have rarely known a mid- 
sbipman or a mate passed over in this way, that there was not some 
great fault at the bottom. We must tbink of the Service , as well as 
ofgenerosity." 

" I confess all this , my lord; and yet I did bope poor Clincb's 
delinquencies would at length be forgotten." 
Th€ Jach O'Lantem. 28 
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**If there are any particalar reasons for it, I should like to hear 
them." 

Cuffe DOW related all that had passed bcitween himself and the 
master's-mate , taking care to give Jane a due place in his history. 
Nelson began to twitch the stamp of his arm, and , by the time the 
Story was told , Clinches promotion was settled. An Order was sent 
forthwith to the secretary to make out the Orders , and Cuffe carried 
them back with him to the'Proserpine that night, 'when he retumed 
to his own ship. 

All Nelson's promotions were conGrmed by the Adnifralty, 
pretty much as a matter of cöurse. Among otbers was (hat of 
Clinch, who now became the junior lieutenant of the Proserpioe. 
'This elevation awakened new feelings within him. He dressed 
better; refrained from the bottle; paid more attention to his mind ; 
improved in manners, by keeping better Company; and in the 
conrse of the next twelvemonth had made rapid advances towards 
respectability. At the end of that time the ship was sent home ; 
and Jane, in her imagination at least, received the retard of all 
her virtuous constancy, by becoming his wife. Nor did Cuffe cease 
bis friendly Offices here. He succeeded in getting Clinch put in 
command of a cutter, in which he captured a privateer, after « 
warm action , within a month. This success procüred him a gnn- 
brig, and with her he was still more fortunate ; actually cuttidg out, 
with her boats , a French sloop-of-war, that was not'balf-manned, 
it is true , but which was still considered a handsome prize. For 
this affair he got the sloöp ; thus demonstrating the caprice of for- 
tune, by whose means he found himself a Commander In less than 
three years after he had been a tnate. Here bestück, however, 
for a long time, iintil he got anoth^r sloop in fair fight, whenbe 
was posted. Froth that moment we haVe lost sight of him. 

Cuffe, being sent into the Gulfof G^noa shortly after, seized the 
opportunity to restore the vice-gOTernatore and his friend to thelr 
Dative Island. The fame of their deeds had preceded them , exag- 
gerated , as a matter of course , by the tongue of rnmour. It was 
understood that the two Elbans were actually in the Gght in which 
RaoulVvard feil; and, there belog no one todenyit, manyerea 
believed that Yito YitI, in particalar, had killed the corsair with his 



